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FIGURES DON'T LIE. 

And the Foowing Relating? to Bis
marck Are Oflic Trnthfu and 

interesting. 

The North Pacific Daring 1883 Re
ceives $440,157 for Freight and 

Tickets at the City Station. 

^he Sae of Tickets Aone Amounts to 
Si 14,159—A Detailed Statement 

from the Books. 

The Postoflice Business Neary Doube 
What It Was in the Year 

of 1882. 

A Money Order Business of Over 850,-
000—Neary S 10,000 Worth of 

Postage Stamps Sold. 

Over Two and a Quarter Million Acres 
of Land Entered at the Bis

marck Land Office. 

Nearly Twenty-Four Million Pounds 
of Freight Shipped to Up-Iiiver 

Points by Steamboat. 

The Western Union Telegraph Com
pany Obliged to Increase Its Of

fice Force Three Fold. 

DEmLED STATEMENTS. 

Freight Statistics. 
Bismarck has loiig been anxiously awaiting 

the advent of other railroads than the North
ern Pacific to share her patronage, and to 
bring to her additional business. When the 
following figures are perused the fact will 
certainly be self-evident, that Bismarck is an 
important commercial center and her busi
ness is worth securing. Other railroads are 
sure to reach out for Bismarck's business 
another year, but meanwhile the Northern 
Pacific road transacted business at this 
station for the year 1883 as follow: 

FREIGHT RECEIVED. 

1883. Lbs. Weight, 
January 
February 1.810,4(4 
March 2.571.992 
April 7,007,248 

8,334,1*2 
Julie 8.597,820 
July 7,538,934 
August 6,379,644 
September 8,454,369 
October 8,857,960 

i i? tnr QQO November 6.407,939 
December 4,609,484 

Total 71 868 883 
FREIGHT FORWARDED. 

183. Lbs. Weight. 
January J 
February 1.100,0< i 
March • • 940,63 < 
Anril 1,327,931 
III ay 1,560,843 
Tune 1,166,580 
July 1,310 529 
August 1,426,836 
•September l.o00.246 
October "idc 
November 7o°"i?n 
December 689,440 

Total 14,588,950 42,579 39 
TICKET SALES. 

January $3,018 90 I .July... $14 70 
February— 2 965 August. 13.-30 -0 
March 4,520 57 | September 12.obi 9» 
April 8 098 99 I O tober 12,606 to 
"Mav 10.393 15 November 9,960 40 
June. . . . 14,587 65 I December 8.30C 20 

Charges. 
$ 4.581 28 

6,174 90 
13,416 34 
32,122 83 
29,1 9 52 
32.406 38 
35,741 82 
26,805 07 
31,707 07 
32,368 65 
25,969 14 
12 995 76 

283.418 76 

Charge*. 
$ 1,928 85 

2,443 37 
1.807 06 
3.744 91 
8.736 43 
3.344 35 
3,914 04 
4,410 07 
4.568 45 
3.109 45 
2,358 55 
2.213 86 

Total 11 

RECAPITULATION. 

freight received, lbs IHmHren 
Fr«- iglit forwarded, lbs .4,oh»,jou 
Received for freight received. $ 283.418 76 
Received for freight forwarded 42 5^9 39 
Beceived for ticket salas 114,lo9 11 

Total rec'd for fre'glit and tickets. $ 440,157 26 
The abovo figures through the courtesy of 

Mr. Davidson were taken directly from the 
company's well kept books and are decidedly 
interesting, as well as authentic. It should 
be remembered that they represent the busi-
nesss at the CITY STATION alone. No report 
is made of the large amount of freight trans
ferred to steamboats at the river landing, and 
shipped to intermediate points a thousand 
miles up river. No record is also made in 
the above report of the free freight and con
struction material shipped by the company. 
The figures are the cash transactions at the 
Bismarck city station. The present facilities 
are not hardly adequate to the heavy business 
that has been done during the past year. Bis
marck being the distributing point for the 
great territory north and west, large quanti
ties of freight has been received here and sent 
to other places along the line an I up the river. 
Settlers supplies, merchandise, and, in fact 
everything that has been needed to open up a 
uew country has been shipped to Bismarck 
and distributed to small towns that have 
sprung up around and are fast becoming 
suburban supports to this great city of the 
Missouri River Valley. 

Land office Statistics. 
The Bismarck land district is territorially 

an empire in itself, with only a fraction sur
veyed, and a fraction of that fraction settled 
and improved. 1883 was the first year 
that new people in any respectable numbers 
have passed beyond the James river valley 
and occupied the promised land of the Mis
souri slope. Entirely new settlements have 
been started in Emmons, McLean, Mercer, 
Morton, Stark and Billings counties, and the 
old ones in Kidder, Burleigh, Morton and 
Stark have received valuable additions, in 
quality as well as quantity. The flourishing 
communities contiguous to Tappen, Dawson 
and Steele have added 100 per cent, to their 
population, and nearly as grieat an increase 
to the broken area of land. These three 
points represent the developments of Kidder 
county, and they are evenly balanced in the 
scales. As towns they rank in this order: 
Steele, Dawson and Tappen. In Burleigh 
county there has been a noticeable increase 
in the vicinity of Sterling, north and south. 
Twenty miles northeast Marqais de Mores, 
the splendid young Frenchman, owns sixteen 
sections, and has made a contract to break 
this season 9,000 acres. This enterprise will 
make a boom in that undeveloped portion of 
Burleigh. The settlements immediately 
around Bismarck have spread out—fan fash
ion. In McLean county, about Washburn, 

there has been an encouraging demand for 
those beautiful acres, and tne opinion is cur
rent that about the fairest oountrv of the dis
trict stretches away to the north and north
east of the new county seat. Besides soil 
they have found in McLean veins of coal,and 
have two organized companies at Bismark. 
Down in Emmons, southeast of Bismarck, 
there has been a bran new village, Williams-
port, created, and the county organized with 
Williamsport as the county seat. Nine town
ships were surveyed during the summer. On 
Beaver creek there is a settlement of New 
Yorkers, and the beginning of a town called 
Winchester. Emmons connty promises a 
larger increase of population in 1884 than 
any4 of our east side counties. It will also 
have its first crop. East of Emmons, in Lo
gan, twenty-three townships were surveyed. 
The plats will not be in the local land office 
before March or April. Settlers can have 
their pick in this county, and at the same 
time get in the path of two railroads, from 
the southeast to Bismarck. A prospective 
county seat, Gage City, has been platted on 
a beautiful lake, and to it the "early birds" 
will fly about the first of April. In Morton 

TBIBUN* is enabled to give the official fig" 
urea for the season of 1883, between the points 
specified, as follows: 
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Government.. • 1959229 542350 5&8000 3089579 
Private • 8984000 7098243 1316000 17398243 

Down stream-
282000 Government.... 220000 50000 12000 282000 

1547365 977957 300000 2825322 
Tota' 12710594 8668550 2216000 23595144 
Passengers 525 365 75 965 

Daring the Benson two of the ubove named 
ateamers were destroyed. The Big Horn Bank 
abnut April 30th, five miles below Poplar creek, 
and the Batte was burned July 31st -1 the third 
point above Fort Yates. No lives were lo6t, but 
the salvage of property was very small. Missouri 
river men are exoeedingly anxious that congress 
recognize the importance of the upper river, by 
making adequate'appropriations'for the im
provement of the ohannel. 

Telegraph Business. 
Manager Draper, of the Western Union Tele

graph office, has completed his report for 1883, 

NEW HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING. 

county there have been two first-class settle
ments started and firmly established—New 
Salem and Sims. The people are principally 
Germans, who came out through a Chicago 
colonization sooiety, and tt ey number at 
this time on the ground 100 families. Sims 
has enjoyed a phenomenal growth on account 
of her coal mines and brick and terra cotta 
works. Further on, Glenullen, is a new set
tlement, principally made np of Ohio people. 
Bichardton, in Stark county, is all new last 
year, and is under the fortunate guardian
ship of C. B. Richard & Co., passenger agents 
of the Hamburg steamship line. Taylor, 
Gladstone and Dickinson, born in 1882, 
have more than doubled in importance. 
Dickinson is the county seat of Stark, and a 
freight division headquarters on the North
ern Pacific. In Billings county there is a 
new colony, Belfield, and a good one it is. 
Belfield is surrounded by the very best farm
ing lands west of the river, and has good fuel 
and water in abundant. It is the prospec
tive county seat of Billings county, at d has 
h£d a rapid and phenomenal growth. Offi
cers of the Northern Pacific road are person
ally interested in the townsite, and it will re
tain its prominence as one of the mo3t im
portant towns between Mandan and Glen-
dive. At Little Missouri there is a good set
tlement and fine surrounding grazing and 
coal lands. The Marquis de Mores and other 
large capitalists are interested at Little Mis
souri, and it is the headquarters of the Re
frigerator car company. 

The following is a statement of the business 
transacted at the United States land office at 
Bismarck from January 1 to December 31, 1883: 

Class of entry. No. Acres. Annunt. 
Homesteads 1,264 198,001.17 §22,090 49 
Homesteads, proof.. 35 5.242.97 264 00 
Timber culture 803 127,536.60 11,242 08 
Pre-emption filings.. 638 102,080.00 1,276 00 
H. D. S 76 12,160.00 152 00 
Cash entries !... 259 16,754.68 72,331 00 
Railroad selections 1,830,618.40 22,822 73 
Warrant locations 400 00 

Total 2,075 2,292,393 82 $130,638.30 
A glance at the above statement will disclose 

many interesting facts. In the first place tbe 
transactions of the t ffice cover the enormous 
sum of nearly two and a quarter million acres 
of land. There were 1,902 homestead and pre
emption entries, or what is known as original 
settlement entries, covering 300,081 acres. Over 
a quarter of a million acres becomes "deeded 
land," and is added to the taxable property of 
the district. Proof of five years' residence was 
mad 3 upon over 6,000 acres of land. 

A nu i.ber of towns have been surveyed and 
will be in market during the winter and Bpring, 

and other towns are under contract and will be 
surveyed early the coming season. Settlers de
siring to obtain a speedy title to land will at 
once see the advantage of coming into a district 
where there is so much land already surveyed 
subject to entry. These towns coming into 
market are said to contain some of the finest 
land in North Dakota. In all probability im
portant changes will be made by the present 
congress in the land laws. This fact, together 
with the farther fact that the rights of' those 
who eettle prior to the change in the lavs will 
be protected, will no donbt cause extensive set
tlement on the public lands in this district 
during the coming year. The railroad company, 
which last year selected nearly 2,000,000 acres of 
land in the Bismarck district, has yet a right to 
select 4,000,000 or 5,000,000 acres more, and this 
land will be sold to responsible and thrifty set
tlers, thus making the alternate sections of gov
ernment land more valuable. Notwithstanding 
the enormous transactions of the past yet r, the 
Bismarck land district yet contains millions of 
acres of the most desirable agricultural and 
grazing lands, that will prove the m6st desirable 
of all of Uncle Sam's free homes. As shown in 
a recent article, it shonld be remembered that 
the Bismarck land office is the only one in th<; 
United States where entries of coal lands were 
made during 1883. The home-seeker locating in 
the Bismarck land district gets the best land, 
good water and plenty of good ooal and other 
fuel, and has tbe advantage of being close to the 
greatest transcontinental line of railroad. These 
facts should be borne in mind by home seekers. 

Up River Navigation. 
The importance of Bismarck as one of tbe 

principal points for the shipment of goods for 
transportation to upper Missouri river points 
cannot be overestimated. Exact statistics of 
freight and passenger business on the upper 
Missouri between Bismarck and - Benton are 
however always exoeedingly difficult to obtain, 
and largely because the rival lines object to 
making public such statements. Through the 
courtesy of a steamboat man, however, the 

and kindly gives a TBIBUNE reporter some of the 
figures. During the ^ear just closed the office 
handled 102,299 messages, and 1.173,773 woTds 
of press dispatches for the newspapers. For a 
city tbe size of Bismarck this is indeed a won
derful Bhowing, and is more than double the 
amount of ba-iness transacted during the pre
vious year. Where two operators performed the 
work in 1882, at times as many as five and six 
were required daring the year- just closed, ex
clusive of bookkeepers and messenger boys. 

Previous to July, 1881, the telegraph lines 
throughout the entire northwest were owned and 
operated by a company known as the North
western Telegraph company, who allowed the 
wires to tun down until they were little better 
than a streak of rust Their poles were small 
and of little account. In July, the Western 
Union company assumed control of the North
western company's lines, leasing them for a 
term of 99 years, and I. McMichael was appoint
ed superintendent. It waB fonnd that in order 
to secure good service from the lines, it was 
necessary to rebuild and newly equip them. 
Superintendent McMichael set to work immedi
ately, and today, in less than three years, there 
are no better constructed lines in the country. 
The entire plant from Milwaukee to the coast, 
has been rebuilt with the very best of material, 
and fitted np with the latest improved instru-
meLts. A new battery room is being fitted np 
at Bismarck, which will accommodate one 
thousand cells, and will be furnished in the best 
possible manner. The new switch board, bat 
tery and instruments for a new qcadruplex line 
from Bismarck to St. Panl, and duplex line from 
Bismarck to Portland, are now on the ground, 
and will be put in operation as rapidly as possi
ble Too mnch credit cannot be given Superin
tendent McMichael for the able manner in 
which he has conducted the telegraphic depart
ment of tbe northwest. He thoroughly under
stands the business, and has proven himself the 
right man in the right place. 

Mr. Draper has had charge of the Bismarck 
office for yean, during all of wh'ch time he has 
served the company and the public in a faithful 
manner that iB worthy of the highest common* 
dation. 

Postal Business at Bismarck. 
The business of the Bismarck postoffice for 

the year 1883 was as follows: 
HONEY ORDER ACCOUNT. 

Bal mce on hand January 1,1883 §1,043 21 
2,605 domestic orders issued 43,327 20 
fees on the same 336 78 
125 international orders 2,897 46 
Fees on the same 58 10 
385 postal notes issued 845 72 
Fees on the same 1155 
Beceived from the department 1,800 00 

Total §50,320 02 
Contra. . 

Remitted to postmaster at St. Paul $11,899 00 
Money orders paid 37,< 82 27 
Money orders repaid 389 25 
Postal notes paid 376 28 
Postal notes repaid 7 54 
Commissions allowed postmaster 174 48 
Balance on hand December 31,1883 390 38 

Total §50,320 02 
GENERAL POSTAL ACCOUNT. 

Balance January 1, 1883 §213 05 
Beceived from the sale of stamps 9,235 85 
Beceived from box rents 1,236 35 
Beceived from the department 2,604 96 
Balance 40 41 

Total $13,330 62 
Disbursements. 

Remitted to assistant United States 
treasurer, Chicago §741 76 

Paid railway postal clerks 7,706 07 
Salary of postmaster 1,950 00 
Allowed for salary of clerks 1,400 00 
Additional amount paid for clerks 609 83 
Allowed for rent '. — 485 75 
Additional amount paid for rent 298 75 
Allowed.for lights and fuel 85 00 
Additional amount paid for lights and 

fuel 53 55 

Total §13,330 62 
COMPARISONS WITH FORMER TEARS. 

The receipts of the office for 1883, in compar* 
igon with former years, were as follows: 

1881* 1882. 1883. 
Sale of stamps §5,905 61 $6,509*98 $9,235*85 
Box rents 668 00 > 99 1,236 35 

Total $6,573 61 §7,316 97 §10,472 20 
REGISTERED LETTERS AND PACKAGES. 

Registered letters and packages received 
and delivered 3,073 

Registered letters and packages originat
ing at Bismarck 2,076 

Registered letters and packages in transit..36,010 

Total.. «,189 

Churches. 
Bismarck is not only a city of schools, but a 

city of ohurches. The Baptist, Methodist, Pres
byterian, Episcopal and Catholic denominations 
each have fine church edifices, and the regular 
services of each are well attended. The pulpits 
are well supplied, the talent being equal to that 
of the most prosperous congregations in eastern 

The ladies of the different denomina
tions have for three years sustained a free read
ing room and public library, centrally located in 
a building of its own. All church enterprises 
are most liberally patronized and sustained. 
The Young Men's Christian association of Bis
marck, is also a well officered and wide-awake 
organisation. 

BANNER CITY OF DAKOTA. 
Bismarck, the Capital of Dakota, 

Again Bears Away the Honors of 
the M01 thwestern Exposition. 

Second Triumph of the Missouri Slope 
as the Center of the Northern Pa

cific Agricultural Belt. 

The Greatest Display of a Produc
tive Soil Ever Seen on the 

American Continent. 

A Great Country. 
The Pioneer Press of September 23d, 1883, 

under the above suggestive headlines, speaks 
as follows of-the magnificent display made by 
Bismarck at the recent Minneapolis exposition 
and the award tor tbe second time of the prize 
banner for the best display of grain and other 
farmiproducts made in the great northwest: 

"Another triumph has been achieved by Bis
marck and Barleigh county. The prize silk 
banner for the largest and most meritorious ex
hibit of products, agricultural and otherwise, 
offered by the Northwestern exposition mana
gers and open to the. world, was awarded to Bis
marck, Burleigh county, Dakota, which carried 
away the prize last year. This is a triumph 
worthy of the county and its people. The 
Missouri slope sends gieeting to the world, and 
asks that her claims to superiority in richness of 
soil and consequent productiv3ness be challenged 
by any county in ar y clime under the sun. And 
yet her great area of agricultural resources is 
but in the initiatory stages of development. It 
has been scarcely three years since her virgin 
soil was broken and brought under cultivation, 
and yet no competitor has been able to cope 
with her in competition for the reward of merit 
at the great agricultural exhibitions of the 
northwest, which are open to all producers of 
every section of the country. 

1 LAST YEAR'S EXHIBIT. 

The exhibit of Burleigh county last year was 
a surprise to those not familiar with the 
resources of her soil, and the gilt banner of 
excellence was borne away by her without a 
protest from the other and numerous competi
tive exhibits, as there was no ground for a con
test from any quarter. Throughout the busy 
week of tbe Northwestern exposition, the center 
of attraction in Agricultural hall was the Bis 
marck and Burleigh county display, and at the 
end the silk banner waved in triumph over the 
gorgeous pagoda of agricultural products, the 
admiration of all beholders, competitors and 
otherwise. It was a proud day for Bismarck 
when the banner was planted in triumph within 
her walls and exhibited to the stranger within 
her gates. This triumph was followed this 
spring by the location of the capitol of the 
great territory on Gapital Hill, and the walls of 
the territorial penitentiary were reared within 
her corporate limits. Thousands of home-
seekers have thronged her busy land office of a 
year past, and thousands of acres have been 
entered in the Bismarck district in the last six 
months, while McKenzie & Coffin, agents of the 
Northern Pacific, have sold as many more, under 
the able direction of Col. Lamborn, land com
missioner, to actual settlers—and yet there are 
millions of fertile acres yet subject to entry 
and open to purchase within tbe same district. 
When all of these have been brought under 
cultivation, a teeming population will thrive 
and supply breadstuff to the populous centers 
of the old world. With the full fruition of the 
soil of the Missouri slope, and the through-
cariying trade from the Pacifio coast and Mon
tana and the Oriental trade, will come the ne
cessity for double-tracking the great trarscon-
tinental line from this seat of empire on the 
swelling tide of the Missouri and the crossing 
of this northern highway, to the great lakes and 
St. Paul, the head of navigation on the Mississ
ippi, and the railway, commercial aud financial 
center of the New Northwest. 

THIS YEAR'S EXHIBIT. 

If the exhibit of last year was a surprise and 
a triumph, what shall we say of this? To say 
that it has never been excelled might suffice, 
but let us look at it more in detail. Outside of 
Agricultural hall a column of triumph, composed 
of the golden product* of the soil of the slope, 
was reared aloft in majestic symetry, inviting 
the beholder to look within the wails of Agri
cultural h^U, for even a more srtistic display. 
Occupying a commanding position in the center 
of the display, a beautiful pagoda of native pro
ducts, most artistically arranged, greeted the 
visitor. In the center of the enclosed area was 
a boat made faom grain, and laden with fruit 
and vegetables, and set in waves of foliage 
plants and blooming flowers from the Bismarck 
green house. On an elevated platform reposed 
a cottonwood cabin, side by side with a dainty 
cottage home, typical of the old and new condi
tions of farm life in Barleigh county. This 
was the work of a Bismarck boy but eleven 
years old, showing the progressiveness of the 
times and place. Opposite the pagoda was 
another artistic and lavish display, of grains 
and vegetables and of manufactured products. 
Among the latter were noted terra cotta work, 
artificial stone, tiling, pressed and burnt brick, 
and other evidences ot the manufacturing in
dustries of the city of Bismarck inaugurated 
since the exhibit of last year- Thus within a 
year has been added to the developed resources 
of the city another element which contributes 
so largely to build up centers of population. 
So Bismarck has three of the elements neces
sary to build up a great city—commerce, agri
culture and manufacturing industries. What, 
with all of these may we not expect of the fu
ture of this city and its tributary territory ? Is 
it any wonder that the prize banner should wave 
in triumph over such an exhibit as has been 
herein described, notwithstanding the rich dis
play by most worthy competitors from 
the great northwestern empire. 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITY. 

The citizens of Bismarck point with pride to 
tbe fact that the capitol, which is being con
structed, will cost when completed, $800,000. 
The """" building will be enclosed by January 1, 
1884. A territorial penitentiary, to cost $50,000, 
has been commenced. A high school, to cost 
$25,000, will be completed by March 1st, next. 
Water works ye being constructed at a cost of 
$100,000, with an annual city rental for fifteen 
hydrants of $1,000. Blectrio light wifl soon be 
in use, to be owned and operated by a strong 
home company. Gas works will also soon be 
built. Five brick blocks, to cost $300,000, are 
in course of construction. The freight busi
ness for the month of July, was—by rail alone— 
8849,463 pounds, with charges of $53,711. 
This is twice as large as in July, 18S2, aud larger 

than any other city in Dakota, Tbe postoffice 
employs five clerks and sends out 40,000 letters 
monthly. The business by ateamboato baa been 
over $2,TOO,000 in six months of the past year. 
Four national banks are doing a thriving busi
ness, and, with one other bank, make the capital 
a financial center. Tbe indebtedness of the city 
is $12,000, and the taxation four mills on the 
dollar. The city owns sufficient marketable real 
estate to pay the indebtedness. Folly 150 new 
residences are under consrruotion or contract. 

THE COUNTY'S RESOURCES. 
Burleigh county is one of the largest, most 

favorably situated and most fertile oounties in 
Dakota. Its area is larger than that of -Bhode 
Island, embracing 1,440,000 acres. - The Missouri 
river gives it a frontage of navigable stream on 
the west for over eighty miles. It is well 
drained by Turtle river, Painted W^ods, Burnt 
and Apple creeks, beside many small streams 
which flow into these, thus keeping all of the 
gently rolling, fertile soil suitably dry forcultw 
vation, and supplying water of the purest qual
ity for every portion. 

Heavy bodies of timoer skirt the Missouri 
and the larger (streams, furnishing needed wood 
for building and fuel. Inexhaustible beds of 
coal are found in the northwest portion, for 
manufac' uring purposes as well as fuel. Since 
the organization of the county, 1,116 entries 
have been made on government lands, repre
senting 178,500 acres; 200,000 acres of railroad 
lands have been purchased by aotual settlers. 
Of the government lands taken, nearly one sixth 
has already been proved up on, and the liberal 
policy of the railroad, allowing a rebate of $1 
per acre, has induced a large number of the 
purchasers to break ground. Over 90,000 acres 
are under actual and productive cultivation. 
The wheat yield on an average is twenty-five 
bushels per acre, and that of oats sixty-five 
bushels, with other productions proportionately. 
As can easily be computed, the county of Bur
leigh, offers nnusual inducements to the farmer 
seeking land. There are yet over 1,000,000 acres 
unclaimed and undisposed of. All of it is 
fertile, accessible to the great thoroughfares of 
the North Pacifio transcontinental line and the 
Missouri river. It can be cheaply obtained at 
from $2.50 to $5 per acre, is easily cultivated, 
and will yield generous returns. The climate 
of the county is unsurpassed. Warm winds 
from the west render the weather temperate the 
yearronnd. Wheat ripens earlier than any
where else in the territory, and tbe banner 
county invariably leads in the earlineBS and 
quality of her splendid soil productions. 

THE TRIBUTARY VALLEY. 
The extent and resources of this magnificent 

Missouri yalley can scarcely be comprehended. 
The river is navigable from the city of Bis
marck to Fort Benton, 1,200 miles north and 
west of Bismarck, and to its mouth near St. 
Lonis. Above B smarck, then, not to speak of 
the excellence of the country south of it in 
this connection, there is a country, rich in all of 
the elements that make people prosperous and 
happy and contribute to the growth of cities as 
great as the country lying between Chicago and 
Portland, Maine, the distance from Chicago to 
Portland being bnt 1,129 miles. It is far 
greater than tne country lying between Bis
marck and Chicago, 839 miles—as great as that 
lying between Bismarck and Cincinnati, dis
tance 1,185 miles. The country is eqaal in 
elements of agricultural Wealth to any similar 
extent of country in any section of the United 
States. It is not mountainous—not swampy, 
but is rolling prairie, with skirtings of timber 
along the river and its tributaries. It has beds 
of coal that are inexhau-tible; building Btone 
and clay for brick, terra cotta or pottery, rqual 
to the best in the world; and its soil is unsur
passed in depth and strength—rich in lime, 
gypsum and alluvial deposits. It is exceedingly 
weil watered, and the climate is favorable to the 
highest state of health for men and animals, 
and the moBt satisfactory growth of vegetables 
and cereals. The country west along tbe Heart 
river 115 miles, thence to the Yellowstone and 
up that stream to the Bocky mountains, 650 
miles distant from Bismarck, north to the 
Mouse river region, 150 miles, northeast to 
Devil's Lake, 150 mi?es, southeast to Aberdeen, 
135 miles, and east to the James river 1C0 miles 
is equally good. 

A GLANCE AT THE FCTUBE, 
With these achievements in the brief history of 
Bismarck, Burleigh county, and the territory 
tributary thereto, what may the future not 
bring forth ? The attention of the outside world is 
invited to this seat of future supremacy in the 
vast domain of the new northwest. Especial 
attention is invited to the fict that money is 
wanted in manufacturing enterprises; in buitd-
irgs to rent; in opening farms or to loan to 
farmers tor the purpose of developirg farms, or 
to mechanics for building, and in stock-growing. 
Tomorrow the comer stone of the territorial 
capitol will be laid with impressive reremonies, 
President Villard participating; and the distin
guished quests of the railway Napoleon of the 
northwest from the home of Bismarck's great 
namesake, and the rest of the world will be 
interested witnesses of the grand spectacle of 
laying the foundation of the capital and com
mercial center of p new empire, by the side of 
which European kingdoms and principalities 
may in the future pale into insignificance." 

[Since the above was printed in the Pioneer 
Press, (Sept. 23,1883,) the main portion of the 
capitol bnilding has been completed at a coat of 
$126,000, work baa progressed through the 
winter season and at night by means of the elec -
trie light.—ED. TBIBUNE.] 

Mercer County. 
One of tbe very best counties in all Dakota is 

Mercer county, northwest of Bismarck. Stan 
ton, the county seat, is a flourishing town only 
seven months old, yet it is already provided with 
two general stores, one hotel, one drng store, one 
saloon, a blacksmith and wagon shop and livery 
stable. A telegraph line is in operation and a 
newspaper will be established in April. Thoua-
anda ot acrea of. fertile agricultural lands both 
railroad and government are awaiting settlers in 
Mercer county. Stanton is the supply point for 
the entire Knife river valley. The Knife river 
rises 100 miles west of Stanton, where it flows 
into the Missouri. All through the valley coal 
is found in inexhaustible quantities, and the 
river with its swift current and rocky bed fur
nishes a number of fine water powers. Timber 
is also abundant along the river, and Stanton 
and Mercer coucty afford special inducements 
to the seekers of new homes. 

Correction. 
In the building statistics, Prospect Place 

addition, the name of H. J. Whitley appears as 
E. I. Whitley. Two buildinga erected by Mr. 
Whitley in Northern Pacifio Seoond addition at 
a cost of $8,500, were also inadvertently 
omitted from the list. 

BURLEIGH county captured the prize banner 
at Minneapolis and the gold medal at Cincin
nati in 1883, for the best display of agricultural 
products. 

PLENTY of free homes and the very best of 
the unccupied government lands near 
Bismarck. 

THE Missouri river as a competitor of the 
railroads, gives Bismarck low freight ratee. 

BISMARCK is only 40 miles north of the exact, 
geographical center of Dakota territory. 

BISHABCK sends a line of steamers to np river 
points 1200 miles distant. 


