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Expected Surrender, Tt Is Ad-
-mitted, Is Several Days in
the Future.

Loxpox, Feb. 27.—If the latest . dis-
patches from Paardeberg throw any
light on the situation, they show -that
General Cronje’s forces have far more
protection from TField Marshal Tord
Roberts’ heavy fire than the - first . dis-
patches indicated. A special dispatch
from Paardeberg published in the sec-
ond edition of ‘The Daily Chronicle and
dated Saturday, Feb. 24, say8:

“A balloon has discovered the enemy
well covered by a system of bnrrovnngs
In the river bank, which resemblos a
rabbit warren and affords shell-proof

! | positions.”’ ‘
This, perhaps more than - any other

circumstance, explains why what is
looked upon here as General Cronje’s

ock | death struggle, is prolonged. Thus it

will not be much of a surprise if a day
or two pass without being marked by
the surrender or annihilation of the
gallant band so overwhelmingly hemmed
in, thongh the closeness of the invest-
ment appears open to criticism. -Small
‘bodies of Boers, apperently, are able to
make their escape, causing oompa.nson

ng | here between the Boers’ methods of in-

vestment, with their quickly dug, sur-

rounding trenches, impassable barbed

wire, etc., and those of the British.
Opinion of the Critics.

The military citics, though little bet-
ter informed asto the commander-in.
ohief’s motives than the public, are in-
clined to the view that though the main
cause of the prolongation of the Paar-
deberg tragedy undoubtedly consistsin
Tord Roberts being wunwilling to risk
the great loss of life which an assanlt
would entail. His delay is also prompt-
ed by the subsidiary motive of attract-
ing to Paardeberg as many reinforcing
and relieving Boer units as will come,
feeling strong enough to treat them as
Géneral Joubert = treated General Bul-
ler’s attempts to relieve Ladysmith. In
other words, Lord Roberts holds a posi-
tion almost analogous with that held so
long by the Boers at Ladysmith. As

General Cronje is reported to have

plenty of food, the plan of starving him
out can scarcely avail, 50, Lord  Roberts
must either wait until’his ammunition,
whicl: issaid to be short, runs’out, or
those of General Cronje’s forces who
are connseling surrender, - prevail. So
fndefinite is' the information that either

second | Of these alternatives may occur at any

moment. In the meanwh.i]e, Lord Rob-
erts’ engineers are sapping steadily to-
wards the Boer' laager, and, according
to a special from Paardeberg dated Sun-
day, Feb. 25, the cordon is gmdna.lly
drawing closer.
Buller Discovers a Hornets Nest. |
General Buller’s march on Ladysmith
is being marked by sharp fighting. A
termaritzburg dispatch of Monday 8
says he is still. heavil ga.ged
[0of, General

vedidotmredahm'-

seems to

niet’s nest. .
_In Capo
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Ameérican houges it was impossible to
find a business establishment open.

SPEZP BY CECIL RHODES.
South African Mnmto Utten Some . Re-

mlrhblo Sentiments,

Knmmmnr, Saturday, Feb. K 24.—Mr.
Oecil Rhodes, presiding at a meeting of
the De Beexfs company, delivered a re-
markable speech, which was received
with enthusiasm.

After announcing that the year's
profits of the De Beers company
amounbed to £2 000,000 he spoke of the
Chnrterqd company’s transactions with
the De Beers and said that sha.reholdere
were divided into two classes, i imagina-
tive and nmmagmanve The latter, he
said, pasded their lives filling money
bags that are dissipated by their, off-
Spring on wine and WOmen and horsés
To the latter class he stated that the
trangaction with the Chartered tom-
pany. had closed satisfactorily, as 'the
De Beors company owned all the dia-
monds wherever its charter existed. To
the imaginative, he drew an eloquent
plcbnre of these mines 100 years hence,
as mirroring European -civilization in
the far South.

“The latter, he said, ‘‘feel a glow of
satisfaction at the thought that the im-
mends riches taken from the 8oil have
not been merely devoted to the decora-
tion of the fair sex.”’

Speaking of the war he considered it
& puzzle why it had arisen.

The Transvaal and the Free State
were not republics, he declared, but
oligarchies and had been long conspir-
ing to seize British South Africa. Each
government was simply a small political
gang ‘who humbugged the poor Dutch-
men, appealing to their patriotism and
dividing the spoils among their coteries.
The Afrikander had been working 20
years for independence. ©° He said that
the former president, Reitz, of the
Orange Free State had yearsago avowed
that his only ambition in -life was to
drive England out of Africa.

been defénded by citizens of whom 120
had been killed or wounded, and thank-
ing General French for his gallant ride,
Mr. Rhodes closed brilliantly, asserting
“we have done our doty in preserving
and protecting the greatest commercial
asset in the world—her majesty’s- flag.”’

HAD LOST THEIR WAY.

Gloucesters and Essexes Bivouac Close to
the Boer Laager. .

PAARDEBERG, Orange Free State,
Feb, 21.—The fourth day of General
COronje’s fine defense opened in startling
fashion. Soon after dawn a most ter-
rific rattle of mfle fire broke out, wak-
ing the sleeping camp. It was the
heaviest fire during the war, and all
awaited with foreboding the news of its
effect.. ;

It soon developed that the Gloucesters
and Essexes had lost their way and had
bivouacked in error close to the Boer
laager on the north side of the river.
As soon as they were perceived by the
enemy the lattor fusiladed.  'Wonderful
to tell the British- casualties were prac-
tically none.

There was desultory firing all day
long on both the northand south banks.
General Knox's brigade holding and

_Pushing Forward the Line

soutn of the river, while General Smith-
Dorrien, on the north side, woiked to-
ward the laager. Meanwhile General
French advanced, in a northerly direc-
tion, near a strong kopje held by some
of Cronje’s men, reinforced by a Lady-
smith contingent. At the same time
General Broadwood’s brigade, with &
battery of horse artillery, took up posi-
tions to the left and rear of the same
ho je.’

The front of the hill was thoronghly
searchéd by a raking fire. Suddenly the
Boers bolted from every side towards’
General French, who headed toward the
drift, shelling vigorously, A great num-
ber , but many were killed by
shrapnel and about 40 were captured.
As soon as the kopje was evacuated this

deént visited it. The position
was tonnd to be wonderfully strong
-and to form the real key to
the position in the ease of defense
ngainnt Boer reinforcements advaucing
from the east,

A.ERESTED FOB TALKING. .

mu SpeoohAbru‘«lh!dun,
Amg.ﬁ:wmot Case Witnesses.

hrodnﬁnudhis evidence the
tqryoommmee in reference

After sShowing how Kimberley had’

o'ron, Feb, 27.—Levi B Mil-
“before ;

Mr. Richardson Takes Occasion
to Make a Few Canstic
Comments.

WasHINGTON, Feb. 27.—The house
met at 11 o’clock to respme the debate
on the Porto Rican tariff bill. There
were few members upon the floor, but
the leaders on both sides were active.
Mr. Payne (N. Y.), the floor leader, an-
nounced that no compromise had been
made with the dissatisfied Republicans,
and that there would be a further con-
ference. The leaders have decided to
extend the general debate another day.
‘When Mr, Payne presented the .request
for the extension of time, Mr. Richard-
sort, the Democratic leader, said:

““This is'a remarkable request to come
from the majority. = 'We construe it to
be a frank and candid confession that
they have brought here a bad bill and
an admission in open house to the coun-
try that they have not votes enough to
passit.”

Democrats Always Magnanimous.

The Democrats, he continued, , were
always magnanimous. They would not
strike their foes when they were down
and they were not disposed to take ad-
vantage of the sitnation on the other
gide of the aisle. Still, they felt that
gome terms should be imposed and he
demanded as conditions to an extension
one night session and permission to
offer a substitute in the house when the
final vote was taken. ‘‘With these con-
ditions,” 'he remarked blandly, ‘‘the
minority would grant the ‘entreaty’ of
the majority?”’

Mr. Payne smilingly replied that he
appreciated the ‘‘generosity’’ of the
other side, and not to beoutdone in
magnanimity, he would agree to the
conditions.

Mr. Bartlett (Ga.) then took the floor
with a half hour’s speech against the
bill. He laid down as an elementary
principle of international law that when-
ever a country, whether empire, mon-
archy or republic, nequired territory by
conquest, purchase or treaty, that terri-
tory became a part of such country and
subject to her laws.

There was one consolation, he said, for
those who believed this bill was uncon-
stitntional.

‘Whatever this congress might do,
however, they might trim down, shade
or override the sections of the Constitu-
tion, there was a court which was the
greatest that ever sat upon a bench and
would, if gunided by prior decisions of
that grand tribunal, hold to the inde-
stroctible principles of the Constitution,
which were our only safety and hope for
the perpetuation of the republic.

Mr. Lanham (Tex.) in opposing the
bill, declared that the Porto Ricans were
either Americans or were aliens. There
could be no such a thing as seps.ratmg
and dividing the immunities and privi-
leges of American citizenship. The in-
habitants of the island, he insisted,were
entitled to unrestricted free trade with
the United States. If an imperial policy
was set up, it could but end in the
downfall of the republic.

WILL BE MODIFIED.

Changes Which Republicans Claim Wiil
Pass the Porto Rico Bill.
‘WasmINGTON, Feb. 27.—The Republi-
can leaders after an hour’s consultation
with Speaker Henderson over the Porto
Rican tariff bill, annonnced emphati-
cally that the bill wounld be modified,
and that as modified, it would pass. The
decided  upon are a further re-
duonon on the duties to be levied npon
gqods to be imported into

teg upon Porto Rican goods
mm the Um States from 25 per cent

of the American tariff, as provided in
qhebﬂl,eoloperoent Thebxllmonly
to continue in force until a general law
for raising revenue for the island can be
framed.  Representative Tawney of
Minnetwh. the Republican whip, after
canvassing the situation, said that only
five Rapnbliam votes would be cast
_against the compromise measure.
IS A SOUND STATUTE.
Federal Supreme Court Upholds a Law
AT l.klug.iury of Eight,
WAmpiamx. Feb. 37.—The United
States supreme court has decided that
the provisions of the constitution of the
state of Utah, allowing proceedings in
nal cases to be )

accompanied by 10 adventurers, miners
and cowboys, who acted as commanders
of separate companies of 40 meneach.
The Yaquis had also a Maxim gun,
which had been smuggled throngh at
Bisbee, A. T., ina load of machinery.
The gun was mampulated, the Mexicans
claim, by two ex-rough riders.’ To:res
m hed here Thursday afternoon and
t. decided to advance his army of 700
men i3 two divisions. The first and
strongest, flanked by the gunboat Dem-
ocrata, left here at daybreak Friday
morning. No scouts preceded the force
and the first intimation of the presence
of the Yaquis was a_withering fire from
the Maxim and of nﬂe volleys from
Fortifications in a Den:e Thicket.
The First division retreated in con-
fusion and was sheltered in the timber
growth along the river. More than 100
men fell at the first fire. The Demo-
crata then steamed up and swept the
thicket with her machine guns, but evi-
dently ineffectively. - Her fortard
‘decks were swept and the protected up-
.per deck peppered from the Maxim.
Ten sailors and First Licutenant Ram-
bolo were killed, The Democrata
drifted for more than half a mile nntil a
bend in, the river sheltered her. Iate
in the afternoon hill signals showed the
waiting commanders of the First divi-
sion that the second: detachment had
reached the neighboring heights to the
southeast in its flank movement. A
simultaneous attack was then  made
from the front and flank and the In-
dians retréated. The Maxim gun, dis-
placed and useless, was brought to Pot-
tam ans 78 Indians, the official report
states, were found dead. There was no
pursuit and the Indians must have
withdrawn in good order. During the
first five of the Yaquis 28° Mexican fed-
erals were driven into the river in a
panic and were drowned. The total
Mexican loss was 227.

DANCED SEVEN DAYS.

Yakima Indians Hold Their Medicine
Dance—Some Barbarous Practices.

Tacoma, Wash., Feb. 27.—The Ya-
kima Indians have just closed a seven
days’ medicine dance near Toppenish.
A peculiar feature of this dance and one
that neighboring white people supposed
had never existed except in the minds
of dime novel writersis the self-inflivted
torture of those participating in the
dances. - This rite has a deep religious
significance for them. Of coursenot all
of the Yakima Indians take partin these
barbarogs practices. Many of them are
well-educated men and women and live
very much as their white neighbors.
The Indians who tortured themselves
this week included several young bucks
who have been away to school and edu-
cated. Returning home they relapsed
into the ways of savagery and discarded
the white man’s dress for blankets and
-feathers.

All of the danoers inflicted numerous
wounds upon themselves with knives,
stones and sharpened sticks. Cutting
holesin their flesh, they inserted rings
of leather through them and pulled at
these thongs until the flesh gave way.
Some of them danced almost contin-
uously for seven days, stopping only
when physically exhausted. A young
buck abont 80 years old held out the
longest and was declared the tribe’s
head medicine man for the next three
years.

BIMETALLISTS TO MEET.

—

Arranged for a Convention at Kansas

City July 4.

W ASHINGTON, Feb. 27.—Judge A. W.
Rucker of Denver,Colo., president of the
United States Monetary league, has
been in Washington for several days
conferring with the leading bimetallists
thronghount the country with the view
of getting their opinion concerning the
propriety of holding a national conven-
tion of bimetallists at some time in the
future. It is now definitely determined
that such convéntion will be held at
Kansas City on July 4. :

It is expected that some six or eight
hundred delegatgs will be in attendance
from all the states and territories of the
Union. A committee has been chosen
to confer with the local committee at
Kausas City for the purpose of securing
accommodations for the guests.

Golasborougn omsavied.
SeaTTLE, Wash., Feb. 27.—A builder's
trial trip of the torpedo boat destroyer
Goldsborough resulted in an accident
which ‘will delay the final bmlder's test
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Most of the Mills of the Corporlt—
tion in Wisconsin—Some in
aneapohs.

l[n.w;xmz, Feb. -27. —The United
St.at.ea milling combine, generally known
a8 the flour trust,went to pieces Saturday
afternoon, but the fact did not becoms
known until Judge'Jenkins, in proceed-

ings ancillary to the United Statescourt
of New Jersey, appointed three receiv-
ers for the company, two of whom are
now in charge of the property. The re-
ceivers are Daniel Thomas of New
York, Charles E. Kimball' of Summit,

N. J., and Albért C. Loring of Minn&
apolis.

The collapse of the company is due to

the inability of the company to float its
securities on the open market.
. George William Ballou, the stock-,
holder who institutes the suit in which
the receivers arejappointed, makes the
following statemient concerning the
causes leading to the failure of the com-
pany in the complaint:

“The trouble in the organization of
the company,’’ says Mr. Ballon, ‘‘was
that sufficient means would be provided
for the property required by the com-
pany and to supply sufficient working
capital to carry on its business, by the
sale of its first mortgage collateral gold
bonds, but because of the tight money
market and the depression in industrial
securities, the company was unable to
carry out the plan and was obliged to
resort to borrowing money on its collat-
eral trust (bonds, and otherwise nrged to
secure a temporary loan by its ' issue of
so-called trust bonds, and further, by
the failure of this plan, by borrowing
in open market. Money so borrowed
constitutes the floating indebtedness,
which amounts to $1,095,508.08, of
which $144,365 is due and §$394,350 is on
demand loans.

The Mills Affected.

The United States Milling company
was formed with a capital stock of $25,-
000,000, on  April 27, 1899, having se-
cured control of the following flonr
milling properties:

In Milwaukee—The Daisy and Faist-
Kraus Mills.

In Superior—The Lake Superior, the
Anchor and the Listmann mills.

In West Superior—The Grand Repub-
lic, the Freeman, and the Minkota
mills.

In Minneapolis—The Excelsior, the
Standard and St. Anthony mills, to-
gether with 95 per cent of the capital
stock of the Northwestern Consolidated
Milling company, which operates and
owans five big flonr mills.

In Duluth —The Imperialand the Con-
structed Terminal elevators.

In New York state—The Syracuse
mills, the Baldwinsyille mill, the Urban
mill.

In New Jersey—Ninety-five per cent
of the Hecker-Jones-Jewell Milling com-
pany, which operates and owns four
large mills.

Similar proceedings will have to be
instituted in every circuit where the
company owns property. The bond
fixed by the New Jersey court is $100,-
000 in each case. Judge Jenkins re-
quires them to give an additional bond
of §25,000 each. 'While the original
suit is in New Jersey, the greatest liti-
gation will probably be in Wisconsin, as
the majority of the company’s property
is in this state.

Satisfied It Is Wholly Insolvent.

Mr. Ballou is a resident of New Jer-
sey, but his bill filed in the United
States court in Milwaukee goes into
greater detail. Mr. Ballou says he has
made a careful investigation of the af-
fairs of the company, and is satisfied
that it is wholly insolvent.

The compaay, Mr. Ballon sets forth,
will be unable o meet any of its obli-
gations as they mature. Its cash in the
bank is but $1,000 and it has no bills or
accounts receivable, the proceeds of
which would be sufficient to meet the
matured and maturing obligations.

In the order appointing the receivers,
they are directed to proceed with the
operation of such of the mills as have
not béen shut down and they are re-
quired fo Proceed to carry cut pontracts
tion is issued re-




