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FRIDAY, MAY 16, 1913

NHABTANTS OF MOVMG PICTURE CITY,
PLANNING T0 INCORPORATE AND ELECT MAYOR

~ AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN, THWARTED WHEN
~ AGTRESSES START SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT

Ly

Uaniversal City, California, Only Municipality In World In Which En-
tire Population Consists of “"Movie” Stars Swept by a "Votes
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For Women" Crusade—Indian Squaws Join Uprising
and Compel Braves to Desert Party.

Women Candidates For Office Cable to Mrs. 0. H. P. Belmont For Advice on Suffrage
“Crusade—Issuing of Franchise to Street Railway Company, Building of Artesian
Wells, City Hall, and Appointment of Police and Fire Departments

- Checked by Suffragist Sympathizers—Picture Work Neglected. /S

SUFFRAGE CANUIDATES.
Mayor—Lois Weber.
Gerporation Counsel—Ethel Cran-
den,
Aldermen—Edna Maison,
Delarten,
Chief of Policc—Laura Qakley.

Natalie

DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES.
Mayor—Aubrey M. Kennedy.
Corporation Counsel—James Day-
ton,

Aldermen—A. R. Whitcomb, D, C.
Hoadley.

Chief of Police—L. M. Levey.

PROGRESSIVE CANDIDATES,

Mayor—W. L. Foster.

Corporation Counsel — Arthur A,
Alder.

Aldermen—P, E, McGuire, F. G.
Norton,

Chief of Police—Daniel Horn,
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IVERSAL CITY,
Cul., the oniy wu-
nicipality in the
world inhubited
exclusively by
moviug picture
uctors  avid  ac-
tresscs,  soon
be Incorpurated

e wit): a mayor,
board of eldermen and A police and fire
department, 12 revaged by a suflrage

movement which hus rprung up al-
most overaight.
Chrirtened litt!s more than three

months ago,r Unive-sa! Cliy 18 now
permanently estublirlled on the map
of southers Culiforniu with & total
population »f 1,345, Lvery one of the
thousand apd mors residents s ac-

tively identifled with ine making of
moving picturea

Announcement ‘ecently that an elec-
tion will be heid en May 20 precipitated
$he suffrage flatry wh'ch hus assumed

Qls-4 Pate to Indian Brave: “Wae'd better be goin' afore we lese our scalps. That fellow .rguod with her.”

prepartions so alarming that the voters

a'e ansious!y urging the uppoinlmum;

of a temporary police department be-
fore the ofoinl election is held.
Secret-Mceting Reveals Political Plot.
+The trouble started at the conclusion
of a_recent rehearzal for a big three
peel feature fllm, in which every ac-
gress .jn Universal City was to appear.
Mo previous apnouncement had been
| gnade by the men leaders in the move-
' ment to f{ncorporate Universal City
i ¢hat the election of city officials wur
| gsmntemplated or even that a stat
| eharter wouid be sought. The effect 1
@._little apeach made. by Robert Leon
ard_of . €0 fame, therefor.
i el doubly ‘surprising results,
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“There will be a meeting In studio
No, 1 at once,” sald Leonard after Di-
irwmr Otis Turner hud dismissed the
| performers. “We want as many nen
;ns possible to be there.”
i Margarita Fischer, who plays leads
with Mr. Leonard, and 12the! Grandon.

to|star of the 101 Bison company, over-]

heard the announcement of the meet-
|lng. Feminine curlosity prompted an

Investigation, even at the risk of los-
ing thelr positions at supper, so Miss
Fischer and Miss Grandon remained
at au discreet distance while the men
filed away, in groups of two or three,
to studio No. 1.

Choosing &n opportune moment, the
two girls quletly secreted themselves
behind a mass of “props” and listened.

“Let these men run us and Universal
City too? Never!"™ sputtered the now
angered Miss Fischer as she hurried
Miss Grandon away from the studio at
the conclusion of the men’s meeting.
“Women can vote up in Los Angeles,

and If there Is any voting to be done at
Universal City we are going to do as
imuch of it as anybody. Maybe more!”
| And with this ultimatum the young la-
| dies set out on visits to the various
;couagen. They talked propaganda and
{roused the women to.action. Many
"suppers were served either cold or
burned in Universal City that night.
I3ut the women were awakeaing.
+« Women Hold indignation Meeting.
Miss Grandon even extended her vis-
it to the wigwams of the ninety-one
‘ndian .squaws who cook hominy and
ndian pudding for the 150 braves
wrking with them in pictures at Uni-
®.rqal City. The sister squaws were

to be on hand at the mass meeting that
night,

The mecting was held at studio No.
7. and un overwhelming majority of
the four hundred and seventy-one wo-
men voters were present. It was a sort
of indignation meeting, At least every
woman present was indignant at the
thought that she was to be left out of
city politics,

Lois Weber, the leading woman of
the Rex company, voiced the sentiment
of the meeting in her maiden suffrage
speech:

“\We have been patlent long enough.
We live in California and have the
right to vote, and we're going to ex-
ercise 1t, We are four hundred and
seventy-one strong, against one hun-
dred and fifty Indians, seventy-five
cowboys, three hundred cavalry and
infuntry soldiers, twenty-two carpen-
ters, fifteen scene painters, two hun-
dred actors, one hundred laborers and

1 ‘vrested in the movement and agreed

twelve men cooks. That's eight hun-

dred and seventy-four In the enemy's
camp—almost twice as many votes as
we have.

“Now, the only way for us to win is
for each woman to bring at least one
vote besides her own. That will give
us a big majority. Since most of us
are married and can only properly
bring in one extra vote, we will count
on the old and young maids for three
or four votes aplece.”

“Heap good talk!” cried an old In-
dlah sguaw sitting well down . front.
“I bring-um three." :

Thereupon the meeting was adjourn-
ed and the audience, with a swish of
skirts, began by aominating a slate of
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in history on which every candidate
is a woman,

Charges of Graft Loudly Denied.

Having been nominated for mayor,
Lols Weber took an even more active
interest in the campaign, She deliy-
ered the ultimatum that the suffrage
ticket must win by fair means or foul,

Two charges of graft have been
made unofficially aguinst Democratic
and Progressive nominees by members
of the suffrage party., It i3 charged
that Democratic candidates several
weeks ago opened negotiations with
officials of a traction company operat-
ing a suburban line between Los An-
geles and Universal City and who are
desirous of obtainiug a frunchise to lay
tracks through the main streets of the
new municipality to bring about the
necessary influence In event they were
glven sufficient financial support dur-
ing the present campaign, A simlilar

charge has been made agalnst cer-
tain leaders in the Progressive fac-
tion, who, according to the women

office seekers, have held long confer-
ences recently with several contractors
from Los Angeles who are seeking the
acceptance of thelr Lids to build arte-
slan wells In Universal City and to
construct new cottages and lay out the
streets.

Both the Progressive and Democratic
candidates who have been labeled by
the suffruge opponenty as belnyg In-
volved in the pre-election consplracles
have placarded every telephone pole
and board fence In the city with em-
phatic denlals of the verbal ullegu-
tions made against them,

“The women want the vote," reads
one glaring three color poster pasted
on a consplcuous fence. “The Demo-
crats won out In November., We ure
going to win on May 20, The suffra-
gettes have instituted storfes of graft
as n part of their campaizn aealnst us,
We deny every such allegation and
will upon request prove the utter fal-
sity of cach mislending assertion.”

l A group of Soclalists, mncluding two

MARGARITA FI5CHER
CANDIDATE FOR FIRE COMMISSIONER

CORPORAYION
¢ couNstL g

anarchists and an anti-suffragist, tried
to organize a party following, but the
resourceful suftfrapgists broke up their
meeting with a few cat culls and
threats to spoil any films In which the
Socialist members worked unless they
fell in ling and listened to reason,
Solicit Advice From Mrs. Belmont.
One of the tirst steps the suffrugettes
of Universal City took was to ciable to
Mrs. O, H. P. Belmont at the Strund, in

PROGRESSIVE
CANDIDATE FOR POLN

ART ORTEGA-AM INDIAN
BRAVE ‘& PROGRESSIVE
CANDIDATE FOR HEALTH

COMMISSIONER
7

London, asking her for advice on how
to get the suffrage vote. They wired
Miss Inez Milholland at the Vander-
bilt hotel in New York for helptul
suggestions,

Pending replies to these messages,
the Universal City suffragettes have
taken things into their own hands and
acted where action was necessary.

Lois Weber, suffrage candidate for
mayor, has threatened to give Phillips
Smalley, her husbund and leading man
in Rex company No. 1, weak support
in an important picture in which they
are playing unless he will agree to
vote the women's ticket.

All of the residents of thls suffrage
torn municipality, including the .tribe
of Indians, the regiment of soldiers and
the cowboys, are in the employ of the
Universal Film Manufacturing com-
pany of New York. Officials of the
company have determined to let the
actors and actresses fight their own
battles and settle their various po-
litical differences without any Inter-
ference.

“We don't even dare betray our party
inclinations,” declared Mr. Carl La-
emmle, president of the Unlversal Film
Manufacturing company, “If we did
there would be an awful cry of ‘;mr-I
tiality’ from our west coast organiza-'
‘tion. Actors and actresses are tempera-
mental, even under ordinary circum-

officers, It is the first municipal ticket
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istances, and ‘difficult to manage, but
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when they are boiling with political
writh and party alhunces 1t is l""“‘."!
for us ta sit back und let them fight
their own battles.”

At all of the eight studios there are
dally arguments between the candi-
dates of the three parties. One pieture
has been spolled by the leading |1U|)';
of the Nestor company, who forgot her!
business and launched forth into a
hewted sultrage mrgument  with her|
leading mun while the frantie director |
wus trylng to Hhn a buall room scene.

Militant — Threaten
Braves, '

The women are threatening to resort
to methods of suboiuge as practiced in
London and Paris by militunt polit]
cals,  They promise to spoil thousands
of feet of i unless the men will trest
their movement with more dignity and |
apree to glve them their support,

One squaw with a particularly stub- |
born spouse who rides bucking bron- |
chos in fome of the best 101 Bison!
company pletures has sworn that she
will put cockleburs under her hus- |
band's horse bLlunket uand make his
caltco pony buck in deadly earnest in
the next picture It his chiefship doesn’t
agree to “vote right”

I'he directors of the various compa-!
nles are all sittng on the fence, atradd |
to get down on either side for fear ot
stepping on the tender toes of thelr
temperamental actors and actresses. |
They don't dare express un opinion or
espouse any of the three causes for
fear some earnest politiclan will spoll |
a picture.

T'The men, having visions of being
haled to court by a lady police, ex-
amined before n lady judge, h:n'm-,:|
their pay enevelopes taxed by a lady
assessor and tapped by n lady collee-
tor, are in open revolt. Thelr chie!
argument is that women graft enough
privately from their husbands and that |
they shouldn't be allowed to get into
the business of public graft |

The men's camp is divided between

Squaws Grow

3 mnmmmmnummuumy

2o

=

NIRRT

Leessful powwows amomg her people, at

free speech ure to be had in the two
public halls |

T'he women have alremndy
victory by hirmyg the Lounous Universal
Round-up Cowhoy band to pliy ot
their mectings and  drown  out  the
vouces of male political agltators it

seored one

Monn Darkfeather, lewdin '.:
Bisan

Streels,
'rincess

wolnan of Jol compiny No

fand bamoeriaos
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Margarita Fischer Making Her First |
Suffrage Specch.

has pledged herself to swing the In-
dinn vole. She has conductedstwo suc-
which the peace plpe wasn't puassed.
The fortheoming election §s exceed-
ingly tnportant beciuse a street rafl-
wauy company has been making over-
tures for a tranchise to lay IS8 tracks
through the city, and artesian well
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PHILLIPS SMALLEY -

‘DEMOCRATIC CA

NDIDATE FOR

HEALTH COMMISS IONER & WHOSE WIFE
WANTS TO BE MAYOR
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the two parties. They are debating
whether to throw up their hands right
now, in the fear that there is going to
be trouble if the women don't have
their way.

Director Breaks Up Democratic Gath-
ering.

The suffragettes are still laughing
over the failure of a recent Democratic
mass meeting, Phillips Smalley or-
ganized the meeting to *“get back" at
his leading lady, Lois Weber, who had
made many political threats agalinst
him. Right in the midst of an eloquent
speech Smalley was pulled off the
stump by the director of his company
and taken in an auto six miles into the
country to appear In a forest scene in
an unfinished picture, His mouth was
still open in a final denunciation of the
women's candidate when he disappear-
ed Into the tonneau of the big auto,
leaving his audience dumfounded,

Seizing the opportunity, Margarita
Fischer mounted the vacated stump
and made a rampant, redhot suffrage
speech umtil her shamefaced audience
dwindled.

Women 8core First Real Campaign
Victory.

At night, when all the actors are free,
they turn out into the streets and drift
from corner to corner, listening to rival
sprakers. The embryo city is ablaze
with  torchlights, and free food and
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blds are to be placed shortly. Other
big movements are afoot. A bank, ho-
tels and a race track have been planned.
The women are all in favor of a co-
operative store and kitchen 1dea which
has been talked obout, but most of the
men are silent on the subject for

Wi

bevent tied

| cowhoy

| us  thou:

WHAT MAY HAPPEN (Camera Man to Mayor and Councilmen)=-"Come on, ycu follows: forge* the politics; we've
got to have your city hall for a scene.”

fear of 5.ting no meals at all,  The
siulirase queston has already pene-
trated 1o the g kitchen where over

thousand moving picture people take
dinner  and  supper  together  dally.
Men do the cooking in this kitchen, but
wen serve the meals, so they have
ruling band atter all,  Suffrage
eiy are getting big helplugs
witide any  Progreéssives
wie polug hungry, even
aller passi up thetr plates for & third
and fourth scanty helping,
Al eresting question of naturalie
zation ai v beetose *wo hundred and
folty-one of the vators are Indians, As
ol 'ndlan volers are 1o
Phere o wso some  talk
the fr0t that three hundred of
oty are diseharged United
and the right of some
men to Leing qQues-

the

sy it
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Sel iy cases
AT ST
ahwont
tne inhat!
vdtes soldiery,
ull these

tloned,

vole Is

great 2ozl of betting om
Cronps of actors and ace
pet into Lesied arguments be-
ore and after word.  One freak bet
s bheen romsterad between a mother-
safineette and a In the
the women's ticket loses the

agrecd to put In twe
o the new arte-

There 3 a
the outeon,

cowhoy,

sudfrageite has
\ toditel dipping
sl wedd worlhs,

If the cwtitageltes win, hiowever, the
aprecd to do o week's
washing winner.

It s ramsore! that Chief Black Bear
has bet hig suffragrette wife against a
firty dollar pony on the Democrats, I
the Democrals win he gets a good
borse: i they lose he gets rid of a suf-
fragette wite,  When Iast scen Chiet
Black Pear had a stoug smile of satls-
faction on his bronze face, He looked
1 he were “heup satiafied®
over having a pretty sure thing, sort ot
a “heads 1 win, talls vou lose™ propo-
sition.,

1t will be Interesting to follow this fires
attempt of woren Lo galn entire con-
trol of 4 municipality the size of Unle

s

ior the

LEADER OF THE INDIAN TRIBK
WHO FAVORS THE SUFFRAG
CAVSE

versal City, If it succeeds and the
women really get Into the coveted
offices, then it will be just twice as in-
teresting to see how they pan out
Anyway it's an unusual situation, and
in this case it the best man wins 18
will probably be a woman.

Studios and Part of Universal Citgs
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