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Arthur, N. iJ.,  July lii, 1JH3. 
Kditor Tribune: 

i am enclosing a copy of my fath-
«''•'» journal, kept at Fort Rleu, D. T.i 
in 1X71. I think it would be of par­
ticular interest to the readers of the 
Slope, particularly the story of the 
trip" ttf! "Painted Woods,'' inU (o all 
those who are interested in tne Fort 
Iticc Mcnioriid' Park, Which 1« to' be 
dedicated July 27. I have copied it 
in shape for the printer, as the jour­
nal was written on both sides and is 
discolored with age. 

We expect to bo In Bismarck next 
week, as I have some of my father's 
relics, which 1 intend to present to 
the Historical society. 

Yours truly, 
JESSAMINE S. BURGUM. 

The followjng excerpts are taken 
fi'Om the journal of the latfe »Maj. B. F. 
Slaughter of the 17th Infantry, who 
was stationed at Ft. Rice, D. T., in 
1&71-2, by his daughter, Mrs. Jessa­
mine S. Eurgum of Arthur, N. D., and 
aro vaKiable historically and intcres-
infe at this time in connection with 
the dedication of the Ft. Rico Memo­
rial Park, July 27. <;• 

To appreciate the situation one 
must take into consideration the con­
ditions in 1871. The country was un­
settled. The Indian-and the buffalo 
ran wild and safety only was found in 
the vicinity of the military forts, of 
which there were, Ft. Rice, Ft. Ste­
venson, Ft. Buford (in North Dako­
ta), Ft. McKean (afterwards called 
Ft. A. Lincoln), was not yet locate'd, 
nor wa3 there any Camp Hancock 
(now on the site of Bismarck) located 
till 1872. 

The mails were brought up tlje riv­
er overland from Yanktrtni semi­
monthly, by Indian scouts, who en­
listed for that purpose. Owing to 
frequent attacks from the hestila 
Sioux on the Arikaree scouts, the 
mail was often delayed for weeks. 
There •> were no settlers between the 
Missouri and the Red rivers. Camp 
Seward Was located on the present 
site of Jamestown. Col. T. C. Critten-
deli of the 17th Infantry was the 
commanding officer at Fort Rice. His 
widow afterwards became tho bride 

of Admiral Dewey. 
Several expeditions to the Yellow­

stone were sent from Ft. Rice, under 
military escort by General Whistler 
in 1S71, General Stanton in '72 and 
General Custer in 1873. Fort Rice 
was the rendezvous and point of de­
parture of these expeditions under 
military escort, of the surveyors and 
engineers of the Northern Pacific. 

The mound alluded to- were built 
to mark the trail, as the mail carri­
ers often lost their way on tlifc Vvlnter 
trail. 

Journal of Dr. B. F. Slaughter of 
the 17th Infantry; kept at Fort Rice, 
D. tf., in 1871,; 

June 22, 1871. 
This has been an exciting day. Mad 

just returned fron sick Call at the 
hosptial, at 7:30, and taken my seat 
looking out the back window of '3iy 
bed room, when I noticed several In­
dians dashing across the plain at ft 
furious rate. As this plain presents 
an unobstructed view of a couple of 
miles in width and three or four in 
length, I took in the whole perform-
ancp in. an instant. I then saw foi 

llrnt time in reality what 1 had often 
' seen in pictures. Fifty hostile Iudl 
ans on their ponies (Shunkaciir) dash­
ing across the plain to intercept out 
herd of about 10ft beeves, horsos aud 
mules, then grazing? oil. the plain. The 
herders forced tlio'stock into a run, 
but they are too late; some half doz­
en hav6 gbtteli Between them ano 
the fort. The long roll is sounded— 
next nioiiient sOldlel'8 are pouring out 
of the fort. A party of Hidlan stmits 
belonging to the fort here joined in 
thri chase. The nekt instant hostile 
Ittdinns, friendly Indians, herders 
htfrees tad cattle are indiscriminate­
ly miffed. On my right, an Indtati 
scout Who has been cfttiglit out with-
otit anfis is doing very handsome 
tumbling, whilst his enemy, seated on 
a pony that has been checked so (lid-

n< denTy as to throw It on its hauncnes, 
is fifing at him with a revolver. Oil 
riiy left, two herders cat off, still hur­
rying the stock toward th«f fort, which 
have riow 'become thoroughly fright 
ened by the shooting ftnd whooping, 
but have tholr. heads turned in the 
right direction, and are moving s<> 
compactly that the. Indians cannot 
turn them or get to the herders tn 
the rear. The crack of lirearms can 
iiOw be heard in all directions, but 
now at TOng range.' Mr. Lo! has fail­
ed in his utfdcrtakfhg, as far as the 
government stock is concerned. The) 
managed, however, to secure six po­
nies belonging to the "Ree" scouts. 
The whole affair, from the beginning, 
did not occupy flftoon minutes. No­
body hurt. 

Forgot to mention the "Kate P. 
Kouutz" passed down on the 10th 
W:n. Braithwaite, clerk, and David 
Campbell, pilot,- came up to the fori 
to see me. 

June 2S,. 1871. 
'The "HalHe Moore," Capt. Moore 

commanding, passed up this after­
noon for Ft Bufdrd. Met Maj. Cun­
ningham, paymaster, on board. 

* June 27, 1871. 
The "Peniah" passed down this 

rtlornlng. • She went to Ft. Benton. 
Was introduced to the captain, Dan­
iel Bfady. 

June 28, 1871. 
Wrote to John S. Murphy, Union 

City„ Tenn., and Major Nichols, pay-
mftfetdr, at Sioux City, Iowa 

June 29, 1871. 
Mail brought in this evening at G 

o'clock, by Indian scouts from Ft. 
Stevenson. Our mail goiug to tho 
states leaves tomorrow. 

June 30, 1871. 
The troops of the fort were mus­

tered today for pay. Expect the pay­
master here on the Fourth. Wind 
blowing a hurricane. Was down on 
the river today. 

July 1, 1871. 
The "Ida Stockdale," Capt. Gi.lhlm, 

arrived today from Sioux City. Ho 
reports the "Ida Reese" sunk near the 
mouth of the White river. Wo 
grounded there coming up, May 25. 
1871. Nobody lost; nearly all the 
freight saved. She was coining up, 
loaded with freight* fbr Fort Fen ton. 
We 'met the "Ida Reese"—she was 
going down—just below Fort Sitlly. 
May 28, 1871. 

July 2, 1871. 
Lieut. Josiah Chance was today 

ptyced. itnder arrest by the command­

ing officer—bin name, the sooner for­
gotten the Better. The "Silver Luke" 
came up today and stopped. She * i« 
hound for Ft. Bontoti. The "Ree" In­
dian scours have been discharged by 
the commanding officer. Bah! had 
nothing else to do. 

Mly 3, 1871. 
Sunday—a calm, Indian summer 

forenoon, yet we have tin solemn, 
deep toned bell, nor anything else, to 
remind us that this is the holy day 
of rest. How different the day i» 
these wilds, so far beyond the re­
straints of civilization. Are we by 
natnfe "wicked," "totally depraved,' 
and is Christianity but a basis upbn 
which man has supeMeared. a wall 
to keep himself within appropriate 
bounds? Whatever may be his con­
duct outwardly, he Inwardly feverea 
—a reverence implanted there m In­
fancy, which the hardening influence 
of a misspent life cannot eradicate. 
Have heard much artd saw mtich to­
dy of the wicked perversity of 'nan 
(and woman), and good intcution3 
coming, still born into the world. Ver­
ily, man is a mystery. 

July 6, 1871. 
The "Miner" passed up today bound 

for Fort Benton. 
July 26, 1871. 

Went horseback riding with Lieu­
tenants Greene, Troxel and Potter, 
visited a gulch three miles west by 
north from the fort, where we dlscov-
crcd outcropping^ of what appeared 
to be coal. Bringing home some sa m­
ples, it was found to burn freely. 

Think this vein could be worked to 
advantage, barring, of course, the hos­
tile Itfdians. It would require first, 
permission, as it is on the govern­
ment reservation; secondly, capital. 

July 27, 1871. 
The quartermaster sent out a wag­

on and brought back a quantity of 
this coal, which wa3 distributed 
among the officers' families to experi­
ment with. It is superior, certainly, 
to the green Cottonwood we are now 
using. Men report hostile Indians in 
vicinity of mine. 

July 28, 1871. 
The Sioux scouts packed up last 

night and left for Grand River. Thia 
would be called desertion if they were 
•white or negro soldiers; as they are 
Indians It is all right and nothing 
will be done about it. 

Our Arickaree scouts, who were 
discharged on the 2nd, as a matter 
of accommodation to Mr. Sioux, will 
'be recalled—if they will come. The 
Arikarees have been friendly to the 
whites for 10 or id years. , They have 
been 'employed at. this post for a year 
and have performed their duties faith­
fully; were discharged to satisfy 
their enemies, who then came up, en­
listed to do 'mail service, and then 
skipped off, went down to Grand Riv­
er one,evening when they know the 
mail would be ready for them the 
next morning. If that is not pure 
cussedness 1 would like to know what 
you would call It. 

August 3, 1871, 
Lieut. Graves left for the states -to­

day, on leave, on the "Silver Lake." 

August 4, 1871. 
Tho "May Lowry" arrived today 

with 50 tons of freight for this post. 
She returned after unloading. The 
prairies on the opposjte .side. of tli^ 

You Will Surely Have to Hurry to Qeta 

When you consider the low price of $600, with freight, on 
a new ,1913 model Ford four cylinder , car, you wonder how 
they can do it for the money. Here's the answer : 

By buildlug 300,000 cars ail exactly alike, and systematizing the great 17, 

acre pla'rit'dotfii so Hint tlioro 'is 116 fast 'fifbtfd'nf no warftWi Work or; .materihls, or big expense in 

iicw rtiodcis and ihachinery. Materials are boiight tol- cash in such' imniensc quantities that the 

lowest posiblo price is secured, and selling for ciish gives lowest prices as there are no bad debts 
to carry. $ • .y ^ ^ ^ 

Almost 

For business, pleasure, a crOfes fcdttttWy ttfn, f6ir afly pUtycWc you find the Ford'is on tlftj job, 
surely, effectively and economically. Most merchants find they can't afford not to own-a Ford. It 
saves time,, saves trouble pertiiits hiorf> business being dbne, anil gives (lie fartvlly genuine-pleasure 
eacjj Sunday and evenings. Liit, you will huve to hurry. - i 

F. 0. B. Detroit 

7i4 ThaymSt B]ERTSCH BR0ie,,, „w^JPhoneja7 

river have been on Are for four or 
Hvo days. 

Augikit 5,1871. 
Went- hunting today; killed 4 prat 

I ie chfckeuM aud 2 hawks. The "Min­
er," that passed uo. bound for Fort 
Benton on the fith, is now duo. 

, August iS, 1871. 
Pleasant dsn;. Wnda went horse­

back riding with Mrs. Humboldt anl 
Lieut. Burnes. J\re( urter their re­
turn a wind sprang up aiul after dark 
II blew a perfect Hurricane, making 
our housti creHk mournfully. The 
prairies have been 011 fire for a weelt 
and last night with renewed vigor, 
lighting up the prairie for a length of 
20 miles. 

August 9, 1871. 
Calm and warm. Thermometer 

stood 9.") degrees III the shade. By 
8:00 a. m. it was blowing a young 
hurricane. Tho whole northwest is 
grandly Illuminated. 

AodUrt 10, 1871. 
Wind still blowing. Thermometer 

dropped to 60 degrees. Received tiils 
morning the subjoined orders. 

"A. A. Surgeon B'. F. Slaughter. U. 
S. A., will report to Lieut. James 
Humboldt, commanding detachment 
on duty under special order No. 110 
from Headqrs. Dept. Dakota, to "build 
mounds to mark the tniil between 
here and Painted Woods, 60 miles up 
the river." Am ordered to take med 
ical supplies for thirty days. 

August 12, 1871. 
Prairies have boon on tiro .slncc tho 

1st Inst. 
August 15, 1871. 

Got ready today to leave for Paint­
ed Woods. Bogan crossing wagons 
and mules at 7:00 a. m. Ry 11:00 a. 
m. had over all but two loads, but 
had to suspend operations on account 
of high wind. Got in the. yawl and 
crossed over 16 see about my t.rap3 
and, although we had a "bully crew, 
1 found it a hazardous undertaking. 
The billo\*s were fearful and at one 
time I was fearful the boat would 
swamp. One billow struck it in the 
stern, breaking over ami shipping 
about a barrel of water. Began at 
4:00 p. m. to cross over the remain­
der of the mules. Mail just, then 
came in and we crossed it. over. At 
5:00 p. in. we wfere ready. I had 
started down to embark, when orders 
came directing that the detachment 
pitch their tents and await further 
orders. Orders came in tho mail di­
recting that two companies be got­
ten ready to accomparty an expedition 
to the Yellowstone river. Also an 

order directing that Capt. John Dono 
van, now on duty at this post, be 
sent to the 'military lunatic asylum at 
Washington, D. C., and that Lieut. 
Thos. Troxel be ordered to take 
charge of him. 

August 16, 1871. 
A "Wow," a "wumpus" in camp to 

day. Capt. Donovan felt himself 
much aggrieved at the order sending 
him to the asylum and, suspecting 
Dr. Goddard of being Instrumental in 
having it, done, pitched into hi:n and 
made a black eye. Mrs. Goddard was 
going np to shoot ihe unruly captain, 
but was met by Lieut. Hurries, and 
the revolver taken from hor. Alto 
getlier, It has been a lively day. Or­
ders are to leave tomorrow, as soon 
as we can get off, aiid mark the trail 
to Painted Woods, anyhow. Will get 
ready this time after I know every 
body else Is. • 

August 17, 1871. 
After much delay, our detachment 

'moved off with 21 inert, lti mules and 
2 horses, at 2:00 p. ;n. We marched 
to a bottom 6 miles distant, called the 
"hay camp," and pitched our tents at 
4:00 p. m. Just after going into camp 
a courier came up with a letter di­
recting that the locality in which Pri­
vate Sheehan was separated from tho 
mail party, six days previous, be ex-
amiued and ascertain, if possible, bis 
fate. Ho was cut off by a prairie lire. 

August 18, 1371. 
Got up at 4:00 a. in.; breakfast at 

4:30; left at 5:00. Killed 3 chickens 
at 7:00. Reached Apple Tree creek 
at 12:00 m. Rested half an hour at 
the creek, watered dtock and crossed 
over. Like to have sunk one of our 
six mule teams. Resolved to roach 
Burnt creek, 15 milra distant, before 
halting for the night. Prairie burned 
in all directions. Readied Burnt 
creek at 5:00 p. rti. Have been in the 
saddle 12 consecutive hours. Saw 
two deer at the crossing. This is a 
beautiful camp ground. A beautiful 
meadow bottom of 100 acres, perfect-' 
ly green and strongly contrasting 
with the burnt aijd blackened coun 
try over which we have passed. The 
creek almost encircles it and a semi 
circle of hills invest it, so symmetri­
cal, that 1 can scarcely believe it to 
be the handiwork of nature, whilst 
the other half opens on the black 
hillfc. range after range. 

'• August 19, 1871. 
' Moved off M 0:00 a. m. Marched 
to where Private Sheehan was inter­
cepted by the fire. Kode to the top 
of the different, buttes, from the sucn-
mit of which I could examine the 
country for miles around. 'Doh't 'be-
lieve he was burned. Two miles from 
frere is a large belt of unburned coun­
try. Think; he may have returned to 
take the trail and striking it at some 
dim point, passed over it unobserved, 
and got back 011 the prairies and lost 
his way. After traveling six miles 
from camp, concluded to go doWn 
under-the bluffs, which we did. Had 
iO abandon the mail trail *&t Burnt 
creek. Terrible broken country here 
in sight of the Missouri river. Kept 
two outriders busy exatniulng the dif­
ferent poitits,. to avoid getting into 
s6me place' we could not get our 
train but ot, and this, too, iu a coun­
try Where we could not get wood or 
watei* fenugh to cook with. Saw noth­
ing but that interminable succession 
of buttes, iridges and coulees so ch&r-
acteristic of the "Land of the Dako-
tabs;" > 
' Sfcrgt. Ahrens and two men got per-
'hiitafdn (0 go ahead this morning and 
hfcnt;* I 161'them have; toy gifti. It 
1b now dark dlfd they are hot itt. We 
reached here at 3; 30 p. m.—"Painted 
Wdidsr." Fifed my Sifetftftl guns it 
9:00 p. m. Tor the abseflt. party—no 
airtWer. 

-August 20, 18P-1. 
'•Stftgt. AHrens and tho men came in 

this morning; Tlioy -had omitted 
turning down- the bluffsj .but instead, 
kept on 15 miles above. here.- His 
wolf dog gave out for want of water 
and ho'w.18 compelled to leave him, 
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REASONS WHY 
1st. THE PRICE is $200 less than you would have to pay for any other car 

in its class, due to enormous production and economical factory operation. 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

THE FACTORY BEHIND THE OVERLAND is one of the strongest 
organizations in existance. What h an Automobile without a factory 
behind it, 

THE CAR HAS BEEN TRIED AND PROVEN by thousands of own­
ers and found to be satisfactory in every detail. Ask the man who owns 
one. 

REPAIR PARTS AND SERVICE are here at your door. No other 
car in this territory has a stock of parts and a distributor with the equip­
ment to so well take care of its owners as does the OVERLAND. 

Everybody is talking about the NEW OVERLAND. 

It has been "Tipped Off" ahead of time, and no wonder, for its 

too good to keep, it's the greatest value ever announced. 

We will have 1914 cars the first week in August. 

DEALERS Wanting Territory should Apply At Once. 

Lahr Motor Sales Co. 
"Everything for the Automobile" 

We are Factory Representatives of Overland 
Cars in North Dakota west of Stutsman and south of Ward 
Counties. ; 

011 (he prairie. Tliio is the 15rd iiiini-
veraary of ;ny marriage. 

Went 12 miles above here (Painted 
Woods) duck hunting, with Pfoten-
haur, the wood chopper. Killed 12 
ducks and 2 chickens. 

August 21, 1871. 
Sunday—wrote to my wife. Lieut. 

Cairnes went out with »• wagon to 
stake the road to the top of the blnffrf. 
12 ;nHcs distant. Mavo only built, 
one mouiid, so far, as a.i experiment. 

August 22, 1871. 
L'ujlt three mounds today. 

August 23, 1871. 
Went hunting today; saw olio deer 

and one antelope. 
August 24, 1371. 

Went hunting. Killed 1 duck^ud 
23 hawks. >-/ 

August 25, 1871. 
Loft Painted Woods this nioniing. 

This place is called "Painted Woods" 
because it was the battle ground be­
tween (lie Sioux Indians and the Ar-
ickarees. Many of tho trees are 
marked with Indian devices repre­
senting incidents of battle. Marched 
20 miles and pitched our tents at 
liurnt cheek. Killed 8 chickens and 
2 ducks on the way. 

Aujju&t 26, 1371. 
Left Burnt creek this morning at 

7 o'clock, with one six-irmle team and 
two men for Fort Rice, 42 miles dis­
tant, for forage for both man and 
beast. ' '  

Got into fort at 2:30 p. m. Brought 
up the rear of a train of 49 wagons, 
just getting in from Ft. WadsWorth, 
destined for the Yellowstone. Saw 
a wolf, deer and 4 antelopes in the 
road. Found Rosalynd sick. Sergt. 
Ahrens' wdlf dog was at home. 

Aiigtftt 28, 1871. 
Left Ft. UlCe this morning at 10:00 

a. OT. Wkgon loaded and roads heavy, 
excessively warm. Reached Btirwt 
creek, «l-2 miles distant, at 9:30 

m. Foufid camp in good condition 
and spirits. , 

Sept. 9, 1871. 
The expedition for the Yellowstone 

left this morning, General Whistler 
in command. 

O'CtoBer 14, 1871. 
Thfe great expedition to the Yellow1-

stone, conducted by engineers of the 
Northern Pacific irailrold and escort­
ed by United States .troop, that left 
Fort Rice, has returned, haviag suc­
cessfully accomplished the . explora­
tion and survey of a route through 
Yellowstone valley, reaching to the 
river of that riaai© aftd t6 the mouth 
of Powder river. The party encoitifr 
tered many hostile lndiihs and their 
return march is described as a series 
of constant, skirmishes. But few lives 

were lost, however, as every precau­
tion was1 taken to prevent, straggling 
from the main line, it being well 
known the Indian method of warfare 
is to liover close to the enemy's out­
skirts and attack those who stray out 
of sight. Thus were killed Lieui. 
Adair o'l the 6th and Lieut Eben 
Crosby of tho 17th, two brave and 
worthy officers. Their dreadful death 
has filled us all with sorrow. Lieut, 
('rosby. following a wondod antelope, 
had ridden out of sight, of his party, 
no Indians having been seen that day, 
and all fell secure, so near home were 
they—a day's ride from the fort. But 
shortly after he disappeared, a force 
of Indians appeared in full view on 
a neighboring hill, among them an 
Indian called "The Gaul," well known 
at Cheyenne agency, who with deris­
ive shouts and taunting gestures, dis­
played somo object in his baud, 
which by the at' of field glasses was 
discovered to be the scalp of the un­
fortunate officer. Search was at once 
made and his mutilated body found 
and taken to Fort Itice for burial. 

How I wish the eastern people 
could see the Indian question ay we 
of the west do, who live in scenes of 
terror and daily have our ears pained 
and our souls made sick by some 
such talo of blood/ tragedy. 

time. All are invited and Company 
A assures every consideration to 
their guests.—(Adv) 

STOPS THE LEAKS. 
1 linvo n prepnnitlon to repair leaky 

> rnofti of all kinds, which I shoul'i be 
pleased to show you if you will call 
and see me. FAUNCE, 216-218 
Fourth St.— (Adv) 

DANCES CONTINUE. 
The dances to be given by Company 

A will 'be resumed Saturday night 
and will be continued weekly till next 
May. The boys are endeavoring to 
cnake tlieni as pleasing as possible. 
Five large electric faiiB have been in­
stalled ahd other items have been 
added for the convenience aud pleas­
ure or the guests. O'Connor's or­
chestra will furbish the music, and 
those Who enjoy dancing will have an 
opportunity hereafter on every Sat-! 
urday night to Indulge in that pas-

Come For Fun ToThti 

Lark o' the Lake Bulstb 
Six week end carnivals. Remember 

the date.1: June 27-28, July 4-5, July 
11-12, July 18-19, July 25-26, Aug, 1-2. 

Here are Some of the Attraction# 

Elaborate Marine Fireworks. 
Motor Boat Races. 
Rowing Contests. 
Water Baseball. 
Comic Water Clowns. 
Oppn Air Dancing. 
Airship 'Flights-
Canoe Regattas. 
Sailing Races. 
Log Rolling. 
Baud Concerts. 
Rollicking Street Carnivals. 
The whole show is for you. Come 

to Duluth for real fun and bHng' the 
family. Get cooled off and enj6y 
yourself. You will be given free tick­
ets TO EVERY PART OF TKK.CA&.-
NIVAL, Write to the Duluth Com­
mercial club for free booklet contain­
ing pictures and full information Of 
the • .« • 

Lark o' (be lake Dstotb 
Lark o' the Lake Y'sitOrt get a .2 

cents rate on all railroads into Dulutb-

D. T. OWENS 

Farm Lands and City Property 
Bought, Sold or Exchanged 

Insurance, Farm and City Loans 

115% 4th Street, Bismarck. North DakotA 
Bramck'Offi6e«: Balfour, Dogden, Fluhet aiid Elgiii N.* D 


