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The Pride of the Whole 
Northwest 

The History of Fargo 

The Gateway to the Great 
Northwest 

Oit ies  are .  l ike  men when they 
reach the  glow of  the  l imel ight ,  the  
wor ld  demands  who they are ,  and 
what  has  been the i r  pas t .  So  me c i t 
ies  l ike  some makif rs  of  h is tory  have  
a  romant ic  and adventurous  pas t  
whi le  o thers  l ike  a  hero  ot '  a  revolu
t ion  spr ing  in to  the  l imel ight  in  a  
n ight ,  Fargo l ias  a  pas t .  

In  the  beginning of  th ings  the  Red 
r iver  f lows the  wrong way.  This  
a lone  accounts  for  the  s low develop
ment  of  the  fer t i le :  va l ley  tha t  bor
ders  i t  be tween the  corning of  the  
f i r s t  whi te  se t t le r ,  Cap.  Henry  in  179H 
and the  coming of  t l ie  Nor thern  Pa
c i f ic  ,  ra i l road  in .  1S71.  The  only  
means  of  t ranspor ta t ion  dur ing  th is  
per iod  were  the  coach and t ra i l  be
tween the  Miss iss ippi  r iver  poin ts  
and the  t rading r iver  and the  Hud
son Bay company yn th is  nor thbound 
r iver  and the  l ighters  tha t  passed  up  
and down the  r iver  dur ing  the  opeu 
season t rading wi th  the  Indians  and 
t rappers  se t t led  a t  odd d is tances  
a long i t s  banks .  This  la ter  route  was  
the  prefer red  way but .  a t  the  very  
l>es t  was  a  very  roundabout  journey,  
tak ing  one  to  For t  Garry ,  which  was  
loca ted  where  Winnipeg now s tands  
and f rom there  by  the  Hudson Hay 
company 's  route  to  eas tern  Canada .  

Of  those  for ts  or  t rading pos ts  tha t  
the  Hudson Bay people  opera ted  a-

green  was  a  man plowing wi th  a  
team of  mules .  

History. 

Yes he  was  f rom Indiana .and hi t .  
na ' i te  was  Brown.  P la in  Brown,  l i t ;  
bad  decided to  camp here  unt i l  the  
ra i l road  caw and then  l ie  reckoned 
tha t  l ie  would  move to  the  cr jashig  
and s tar t  a  s tore .  Yes  bus iness  ought  
to  be  r ight  smar t  when they  got  the .  
road  through.  This  was  Brown's  rea
son for  ca  nping as  he  gave  i t  to  
Lowel l .  

Brown was  a« . sunburnt  middle  aged 
man,  dressed  in  b lue  overa l l s  and a  
h ickory  brown shl r i .  who would  soon
er  lean  over  the  handles  of  the  plow 
and ta lk  about  the  prospects  of  t in ;  
count ry  than  turn  over  the  v i rg in  
so i l .  He had wi th  h im three  Swedes  
who were  engaged in  fe l l ing  logs  to  
bui ld  a  shack.  This  and o ther  ; ' i r  
cu :ns tances  resul ted  in  the  t h  r< • .  
guards  of  the  l ied  r iver  d iscont inuing 
the i r  pa t ro l  of  i t s  shady banks  and 
plant ing  toon* sharks  where  Fare  > 
now s tands .  I t  was  la ter  learned tha t  
Farmer  Brown was  Mr.  G.  G.  Beards  
ley  of  t i ie  Paget  Sound Land com
pany and a  wel l -known engineer ,  
whose  bus iness  i t .  *vas  to  loca te  the  
c i t ies  a t  the  cross ings  of  r ivers  and 
to  leave  one  of  b is  Swedes  f j  hoi ( i  
the  c la im where  the  townsi te  was  to  
be  loca ted .  I t  was  a  game of  chancf  

winter  an  dwhen the  land was  sur
veyed,  t i led  the  c la ims wi th  the  pi->-
per  author i t ies .  The  o ther  inhabi 
tan ts  wi l l i  the  except ion  of  the  ra ' l -
road  camp took the  government ' s  h in t  
and moved across  the  r iver .  

• The  f i rs t  spot  of  the  townsi te  was  
f i led  wi th  the  Nor thern  Paci l ie  in  
. Innuary  1N72.  The  name was  chang
ed i ioni  Cent ra l ia  to  Furuo in  ' ion:»r  
e f  Wii l ' t rd  G.  Fargo,  d i rec tor  of  the  

:  Northern  Paci i ic .  ami  founder  of  the  
• WcIIh-Fitpo ICxpress  company.  Con

s t ruc t ion  work  was  pushed dur ing  the  
i win ter  and the  f i rs t  locomot ive  rea  ' l i 

ed  the  eas t  banks ,  of  r iver  011 Janu
ary  1,  1872 .  The br idge  acr ;n?s  the  
l ied  Riv; r  was  comple ted  .I  t ine  1 .  
I S 7 : i  and  the  f i r s t  r a i l road  l o c o m o t i v e  

:  t o  touch Dakota  ar r ived  t lu-  same 
day.  

Wlis t  The  Locomot ive  Brought .  
With  the  coming of  the  f i r s i  i ra in  

'  Furf to  boomed;  the  c i t>  seemed '«  
spr ing  up in  a  i i 'gh t  in to  a  busy  l i t  
t !?  town of  progress ive  people ,  Al l  
k inds  and c lasses  of  bus iness  houses  
were  opened.  The  t ra . 'k  fang moved 
cm and Fargo became the  sour  v  <>l  
suppl ies  for  the  vas t  region t r ibutary  
to  the  l«-?d  r iver  of  the  nor th .  Thou
sands  of  new corners  s topped t . l ie 'e  lo  
s tock  up before  they  went  :>u to  make 
a  new home in  fer t i le  Nor th  Dakota .  
The  Ear ly  His tory  of  Fargo End I t s  

Development .  

The  l ied  River  \a l ley ' s  ear ly  h is  
ior , .  pr ior  to  the  coming of  the  
Nor thern  Paci f ic  ra i l road  in  IS71.  i s  
the  rcecd  of  the  w^ 's t .  I t  i s  l ae  

The Reason 

Wo, the  ( -V•in landers ,  

a l te r  a  i r . i le  tour  

of  the  s ta le ,  " .v t .vh  to^ ive  

the  people  of  l i i -  s ta te  

what  we find in  Kar j jo ;  

wis l i  to  impress  upon 

you tha t  the  ^ ta te  needs  

Far^o  and F . t r^o  needs  

the  t>td te .  \ \  e  i t i  e  a l l  a  

par t  o i  the  same com

monweal th .  

LET US HOOST! 

s i te  of  

the  Masonic  
west  of  the  

la id  . lune  7 .  
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COMMERCIAL CLUB AT CORNER OF N. P. AVENUE AND BROADWAY 

I  1  

|  l ' ;a  Me r ia l  l i i s torv  iJ i t .  sec t ion  
I o f  the  Ued Uiver  va  Icy  r . i r ro t ind .n  
!  Fargo begun the  »t : - . ' i : ;oon t l ia t  . lack  
|  Lowel l ,  one  of  the  par ty  •„  three  so ld  

ievs  of  for tune  who was  pa t ro l ing  the  
Jud  r iver ,  where  i ; .v  ibought .  !ha ,  
he  proposed ra i l ro ;  i . ' l ight  c ross  in  

S'\i ; . -n  of  fe igns ,  ca : . . '  across  Favnio  
j Brown.  Brown ua-  nf  t" '<> t a lka t ive  
i son .  ; . iml  not  kno ' .v i ,  •, ; ; . ; i i  ] - . i s  l i s ten  
!  was  in teres ted  . : i i f s i in  ;mc  
!  of  the  Nor : ' '  n  i ' a r i l ie  spe i i  
j I " ' . - ' .  ' ) ' . . in io t i  too  i : ' .  • i>  i t  was  sooi  
j l earned tha t  Brown was  a  surveyor  
1 and  ; l ia t  he  was  s  a  .  un  t |  wt ier . .  i l l  
'  i  1  os i  i r . ; ;  was  io  L ' .  \ i  once  there  

•au;  a  i ld  rush '  :  possess ion  o  
1 »rd  a t  Mi im i>1 r i ;  ami  squat ters -
l ight : - . .  Cargo was  I  inched upon th  
v . - r rh l  in  a  far in igbi .  

The  f i r s j  s i  t . !e . , - .  

bui ld ings  were  on  the  
present  cour t  house .  

The  corner  s tone  for  
temple ,  second to  none  
.Miss iss ippi  r iver ,  was  
J 

Tho Fi rs t  Cr . r  Li r .e .  
The  Mrs ,  ca :>l lne  was  la id  in  LSSa.  

This  was  a  horse  car  l ine ,  and oper
a ted  only  a long Broadway and a  shor t  
way up  a  couple  e i  the  crass  s t ree ts .  
The  present  l - ' a r fo  Moorhead 
s t ree t  la i lwav wr .s  opened 011 Thanks-
giv ing  of  U) t i4 .  

The  Big  Fi re .  

In  the  af ternoon of  June  7.  LSi i , - ! ,  
a  b laze  was  d ' . scovei  ed  in  the  s tore  of  
Mis .  I I .  Her  " .man 011 Front  s t ree t ,  
r i te  wind was  b lowing a  ga l r .  One 

by one  the  Han ' t*  consumed the  bul ld-
'ngs ,  s tores ,  i ianks .  ioar l  house ,  (o t -
tagos ,  t l ie i ' e  was  no  respect  for  the  
i rh  or  the  ] ;eor ,  the  s t rong or  the  

weak,  . 'v  spar . . ,  a  b laze  and they were  
•Hi i ie .  Ai l  c f i 'Tr i  lo  s top  the  Haines  
were  in  va in .  A, tu i t ion  was  f . ien  
'n rn i 'd  ;o  saving the  goods ,  and every  
i i ' au tspot  was  pi led  wi th  household  

' 'oeds ,  a l l  in  confus ion .  When t lx 1  

'  a ' l i es  had  spent  the i r  fury ,  there  
v ere  hardly  quar ters  for  the  nemle .  
Tut  the  brave  heai  t s  tha t ,  ' . l ad  los t  
L bei r  homes  and a l l  t l i r i t  they  possess-
"d  d id  not  g ive  un in  va in .  The  ash
' s  were  not  cold  before  p lans  were  
'k \ 'u$ formed for  a  now e i tv ,  more  
' r^ut i f i ' l  and  be t te r  i tv i i  the  e ld .  
"argo foday s tands  a  l iv ing  tes t imony 

Fargo, the City Beautiful 

e ,  . ; s  a t  M'  
ocond : ; t  r ec  
ISi ' J ,  a  woo j This  e is  : i ' t  was  th  

|  iot .  
• .  Tl 'e  es t . -  was  -i  i  ( in  Apr 1  

I  I : ' .  1 .S71I .  Geo.  !£>, . ' •  r  was  t ! ie  f i r>-
ma "or ,  .1 .  B .  Pcvre  .•  ,vas  t lK» in i ig"  
t ! '>n  aeent  fer  lh<3 .  i : t . lnn 'n  Pa .eMice  
t l ' e  t ime *o r  !ho ,  : ct t i r .g  of  Fan: ; -
-7eo ' i  I ' -n ' . ' c ' . i  - i t :Sm-J :  '  tha t  y.? .?  
t ; f  t e r r i tory  scu . t ' i .  " f  Second s t ree t  t  
• 'o tn i ted  to  the  i  t  . '  f (  r  pa>k jn t rpose '  
The  reques t  ? : i  eopinl ied  wi th .  
so ,  due  :o  .^! r .  -wei l  ;md .Mr.  I -o '  
c - rs .  Fargo rua;  '  ow boas t  of  i s la r  
park .  

long the  I ted  r iver  of  the  Nor th  in  
th is  s ta te ,  the  bes t  known were  For t  
Pembina ,  loca ted  a t  the  mouth  ot  
the  Pembina  r iver ,  Grand Forks  
where  the  present  c i ty  of  Grand 
Forks  s tands  and Georgetown,  a t  the  
mouth  of  the  Sheyenne.  Here  the  
drama of  f ront ier  l i fe  was  p layed by 
master  ac tors .  The  French hal f -breed ,  
the  dog team,  the  ox car t  and the  
Engl ish  remi t tance  man wi th  the  pa
l i sh  worn  off  were  a l l  there  and play
ed  the i r  par ts  wi th  cold  s tee l .  What  
t ragedies ,  romances  and hardships  
those  old  h is tor ica l  s tockades  wi th  
the i r  inhabi tants  underwent  a re ' rec-
ords  in  f igures  tha t  te l l  of  fuvs  in  the  
h is tory  o l  the  Hudson Bay company.  

Where, Oh Where, Will Fargo Be? 

When congress  made i t ' s  famous  
land grant  to  the  Nor thern  Paci i ic  
• ra i l road  the  wor ld  d icovered  the  
Red r iver  va l ley .  The  bolder  of  the  
people  became in teres ted ,  and a  few 
of  the  most  venturesome broke  away 
f rom givi l iza t lon  and made a  t r ip  in
to  what  was  then  known as  the  grea t  
American  deser t  to  see  what  was  
rea l ly  there .  They a l l  went  back 
wi th  the  s tory  tha t  where  the  pro
posed t rans-cont inenta l  ra i l road  was  
to  cross  the  Red r iver  of  the  nor th  
there  was  bound to  be  a  grea t  c i ty  
because  the  products  of  a  vas t ,  reg ion  
tooth  nor th  and south  of  th is  l ine  
would  t ransfer  oy  boat  to  th is  poin t  
and shipped to  market .  But  where  
•was  the  Nor thern  Paci f ic  going to  
c ross  the  Red r iver .  The  ra i l road  
people  were  s i len t  on  the  subjec t .  
The  Wget  Sound Land company sa id  
i t  was  going to  be  in  a  hal f  dozen 
d i f ferent  p laces  jus t  to  mis lead  
would-be  townsi te  •  promoters .  This  
was  a  valuable  s i te  and they  wanted  
i t  the .nse lves .  

The  Lucky Three :  Jacob Lowel l ,  
J r., Henry S. BacK, and Andrew Mc-
Hench.  decidod to  And out .  Begin
n ing  the  ear ly  par t  of  Apr i l  1S71 they  
pat rc led  the  r iver  011 horseback in  
search  of  s igns  of  suveyors  or  pro
moters .  Lowel l  rode  f rom the  mouth  
of  the  Wild  Rice  r iver  to  tha t  of  the  
Sl ieyeune,  where  l ie  met  Bach who 
rode  f rom the  dheyenne to  George
town.  At  Georgetown Henry  ,was  
met  by McHenoh.  who*,  too  ^ toak^un 
the  t r ip  and cont inued to  the  mouth  
of  the  Elm r iver .  They ' .made th is  
t r ip  every  day.  back would  spend 
one  night  wi th  -cHench a t  George
town and the  next  n ight  wi th  Lowel l  
a t  the  mouth  of  the  Sheyenne.  

Farmer Brown. 
One afternoon towards'-the last ot 

June Lowell rounded the timber bor
dering Bird's island, there pulled up 
beside the trail was a covered wagon. 
Across a little strip of unbroken 

to  guess  the  r ight  c la im as  the  coun
t ry  was  not  ye t  surveyed and they  
did  not  know which  was  to  l ie  the  
O1. .1  o r  even sec t ion .  

The  res t  of  the  promoters  and sold
ie rs  of  for tune  were  a lso  busy .  
They successfu l ly  promoted a  c i ty  a  
shor t  d is tance  above the  present  c i ty  

,of  Fargo,  where  severa l  s tores  and 
sa loons  f lour ished for  a  shor t  per iod .  
This  c i ty  l ike  hundreds  of  o ther  c i t 
i es  of  l ike  ua ture  had  but  a  shor t  l i fe  
and died  the  death  of  the  deser ted .  

General Rosser's Camps. 
Late  in  the  fa l l  of  187!  Genera l  Ros  

ser  who had charge  of  the  cons t ruc
t ion  of  th is  sec t ion  of  the  Nor thern  
Paci i ic  imove h is  camp across  the  
r iver  and se t t led  down in  t rue  army 

!  s ty le  to  spend the  winter  of  1871-2 .  
With  h im came the  t rack  gang and 
' they  a lso  prepared-  for  the  winter  in  
the  t imber  011 Bi rd ' s  i s land.  They 
were  a  hardy bunch,  the  very  rough
es t  of  the  r i f f raf f  o t  the  dr i f t ing  wor ld  
who kept  wi th  the  head of  cons t ruc
t ion  and prey  upon the  c lass  tha t  
work .  

Centralia. 
I  
:  Mr .  G.  J. Keeney,  one  of  the  ear l i 
es t  se t t le rs  on  the  town a t  the  cross-

I ing  of  the  Nor thern  Paci i ic  over  the  
I l i ed  r iver  of  the  nor th ,  became,  very  
j ac t ive  in  the  promot ion  of  1  h is  • - i ty .  
i Dur ing  the  t i rg t  months  of  the  winter  
j o f  1S7I  he  secured  a  pos to l l ice  for  
j the  new town and the  town was  nani -
;  ed  Cent ia l ia .  Maddock and Mann 

bui l t  the  f i r s t  s tore  in  th is  new town.  
Henry  Hector  had  a  log  house  con-

!  s t ru t ted  dur ing  the  winter ,  th is  was  
!  the  f i rs t  house  bui l t  in  the  present  

j c i ty  l imi ts  of  Fargo,  and was  used  un- .  
• t i l  1S7: :  a s  a  hote l .  
I 
| Unole Sam. Says Move. 

j  One  morning in  the  middle  of  the  
j win ter  the  c i t izens  of  Cent ra l ia  and 
j Fargo in  the  t imber  woke up  to  f ind  
1 a  so ld ier  s ta t ioned a t  every  door  in  

the  town.  The  people  were  informed 
tha t  they  must  move and the  land 

I they  were  se t t led  on  was  par t  of  ^he  
j S i sse ton  and Wahpeton and.  Sioux 

Indian  reservat ion .  The  off icer  in  
charge  took those  engaged in  the  sa
loon bus iness  to  Pembina ,  and the  
res t  of  the  inhabi tants  were  g iven so  
many hours  bo move the i r  household  
goods  across  the  r iver .  Lowel l .  Back,  
and McHench suspect ing  tha t  i t  was  
a  play  of  the  Puget .  Sound Land com
pany went  to  Pembina  and put  the i r  
c la ims 1 'e fore  the  government  off i*  
c ia ls  s ta t ion  there .  I t  was  taken up 
with the  depar tment  in  Washington 
then  the* t ru th  was  learned.  The  
Puget  Sound people  were  hack of  the  
movement.  The three  pioneer se t 
t le rs  stayed on their land unmoles ted  
during the remaining months of the 

same old  s tory  over  ayain ,  the  In
d ian ,  the  buffa lo ,  the  t rader ,  and i i i i ;  
adventurer .  This  vas t  wheat  rea lm's  
indiv idual i ty  was  born  win  11 Fanner  
Lr .own of  the  Puget  Sound Land com
pany .  b lunde:  ed  and whispered  tha t ,  
the  grea t  t ianscont incnta l  ra i l road  
sys tem would  cross  the  Red River  of  
the  Nor th  where  Fargo now holds  
sway over  tho  grea ter  nor thwest .  Be
fore  th is  cvent fu i  year  in  the  Dakoia  
te r r i tor ia l  His tory ,  t  i e  Red River  vaj -
ley  was  more  or  less  or  an  Fklora-
r lo  f rcm which  accounts  of  Indians ,  a  
grea t  prosper i ty  tha t  was  to  be ,  and  
ta>s  or  unbcl ieveable  hardships  
s to le  back to  c iv i l iza t ion ,  car r ied  
there  by husk)-  men who represented  
the  Hudson Ray company.  

The  Hudson Bay company for  a  
per iod  of  over  f i f ty  years  pr ior  to  the  
coming of  the  Nor thern  Pa: i i ie  ra i l 
road .  opera ted  on  the  r iver  and eacl i  
sea-son I h i : ;  comnanv 's  men vent  t i red  
f rom the  for ts  which  were  loca ted  a t  
var ious  in tervals  a long the  r iver  in  
to  the  wi lderness  on  both  s ides  to  
t rade  wi th  the  Indian .  The  season 
t radings  were  t ransfer red  to  the  eas t  
by  way of  Winnepee ,  where  the  main  
pos t ,  for  th is  d is t r ic t  was  loca ted .  

A ! - lac j  ice  
In  . lan .  of  i s7 : :  

the Lawless .  
n  log  ia i l  was  eo-

s t r u c t e d  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a  
"  as  a  crude  p!a"  
• I ly  occupied ,  exer  

got  drunk and l  
-" . ipe .  a l thou ' . : l i  ma"  

i 'Twise  ivade  durr  
and 71,  and  n i r  

las t  o t  the-^e  yea" '  
• ; r  of  I .S7-!  t i le  . j ; 1  

notor ious  chaiae te '  
he ld  for  murd ' -

bnight  a  hole  w;  
and chlmofur  

ii  the  openi i ig .  ' IT  
.' •  ' i  unbarred  and a '  
•aped save  one  w'  

r iawl  through the  wi 1  

ro t  have  c l imbed I ' l l  

t a l i sade .  This  
and .most  ge i te i  
when the  guard  
the  pr isoners  • 
e scapes  were  o  
the  years  of  
notably ,  in  the  

Dur ing  the  
was  f i l led  wi th  

i  severa l  be in  ;  
j  Somet ime in  '  
j bored  in  the  
'  b lown in  thro :  
'  window was  t 

the  pr isoners  
J v  as  too  far  to  
j  dow and could .  
j f ence  had he  dorr  so .  
j R»»l iq i (v :s  Act iv i t ies .  
!  Hi> to  ISM there  was  110 house  o  
.worship  in  the  1  acin i ty .  Fa ther  ( !en  

worshiu  in  th"  ne in i tv .  Fa ther  Gen 
f ry  and preacin-1  a i  d i f ferent  p lace  

1 be tween here  and Duluth ,  bui  in  I f f"  
I  he  es tabl i shed the  f i r s t  miss ion  nous '  
'  An Episcopal  'd turc l i  was  bui l t  i s  

1 S T  2 .  
Firs t  Cour t  House .  

Tbi '  f i r s t  house  t ; ur  Fa: ; -"  
ever  had i s  s t i l l  ; e rv ing  a  wor thy  p in  

j  nose ,  a l though banged of  course .  Af  
j  t e r  be ing  sen!  and moved severa '  

Mmes i t  i ias  no  A come to  be  known a?  
the  Birchel l  F lu '  The  second bui ld  
ing  burned in  'he  l i re  of  181K1.  Both  

Where  i s  there  anything any more  
genuine  American  than  Nor th  Dakota?  
And vet  the  American  enjoys  the  re
puta t ion  01 sacr i f ic ing  anything for  a  
dol lar .  Beauty  makes  no appeal  to  
h is  so t i l  nor  sof iens  h is  hear t  when 
M'oed i s  tempted  wi th  gold .  At  leas t  

our  b iv t lnen  in  good ord  Kuropt r  would  
te l l  11s  th is .  

This  fac t  however  i s  110 longer  t rue ,  
i f  we .mis t  concede  tha t  i t  ever  had 
any i 'ounf .a t ion .  People  today are  
•saying "see  America  f i : s t"  and thou
sands  of  tour is t s  a re  spending l ime 
'• . l id  money to  th is ;  end .  

With  tb i  recogni t ion  of  home beau
ty ,  the  new,  the  grea t ,  and the  grand 
ins tead  01 f l i t 1  old  an . ' l  h i s tor ica l ,  
conn s  the  necess i ty  for  home develop
ment .  To every  berg  or  hamlet  i s  
brot iL 'h t  the  idea  tha t  what  America  i s  
today l ' . 'u ro | ie  was  but  a  few shor t  
years  ago.  tha t  what  improvenienls  
we put  on  American  t oday—what  
scenic  roads  we biu ld .  what  parks  we 
keep—wil l  depend  the  s ta ins  of  Amer
ica  in  the  wor ld  of  t ravel  tomorrow.  
This  demand has  caused I he  govern
ment  to  se t  as ide  the  new Glacia l  
park  in  Montana ,  and Pas  g iven an  
impetus  to  the  beaut i fy ing  of  every  
1 i  t  \ .  

Fargo is  not  wi t  bout  except ion .  

| City Beautiful Con. 
This  p lo t  i s  smal l  but  a great many 

frees are started here which eaves 
the city considerable money. Not fa* 
off is a plot of shrubbery taken from 
the Bad Lands and hero transplanted 

! These still retain theid dwarfed ap 
pearance and charactorislics 01 theii 
fo :  n icr  envi ronments .  

Thougbout  the  ent i re  park  Ihen 
are  broad walks ,  and  benches  which ,  
in  the  spr ing  and fa l l ,  a re  f i l led  wi th  
s tudents .  

Darling Drive. 
To the  south  of  I s land park the 

dr iveway leads  through a  beaut i fu l  
grove along the river for some two 
mile out of town. This is g'aded into 
a fine shape and dragged until it is 
perfec t ly  smooth .  Due to the  pecul iar  
soil in tills region the result is a 
driveway a hard as asphalt. Plans 
are  n l readv made,  and the  grading 
dene  for  th is  thorofare  to  swing bnck 
from the river and return to town on 
•lie prarle, joining 'lie same drive af 
Hie out skirts of town. 

This  dr ive  i s  one  of  the  most  beau
t i fu l  roads  in  Eas tern  Dakota ,  and 
motor ing  i s  eer ta in lv  a  p leasure  when 
one  can  gl ide  a round the  r iver  bends  

11 lhe  cool  shade  af ter  mel t ine  uncle i 1  

the  in tense  heat  of  the  pra i r ie  sun .  
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how wel l  they  car r ied  out  the i r  
^a .  
The  lo: - •>  and  damage done a t  th is  
e  i s  var ious ly  es t imac 'd .  The  bes t  
Ignicut ,  however ,  i s  tha t  be tween 
. t jn t j .Ot jn  and  $">,iiui,iiOo worth  of  
cper ty  v ,as  des t royed.  

S teamboat  Age.  
In  t i ie  s t imnier  of  IS" ,7  the  s teamer  
us  Norhrop"  came up the  Miss is -

p: : i  r iver  and the  Crow Wing r iver  
,  where  the  ra i l road  crossed .  Here  

icr  engines  and machinery  were  re-
owed,  the  boat  knocked down,  and 
l i t  on  wagons ,  then  fer r ied  cross-
oant ry  toward  the  Red r iver .  The  
ar ty  had  n "  guide  and got  los t  in  
he  l imber  lands  of  .Minnesota .  They 
ina l ly  reached the  Red r iver ,  and 
l ie  J i r s i  s teamboat  t r ip  011 t i ie  Red 
Ivor  was  made between Georgetown 
md For t  Gerry .  I11 KSC.0 the  In ter -
la t ional  was  brought  lo  For t  Al ier -
• romlj ie .  and  she  too  jo ined in  the  
• i sor  t ra f f ic .  

James  Hi l l  Takes  Par t .  
In  187U James  Hi l l ,  the  ra i l road  

irAgrtei ,  became in teres ted  in  the  Red 
River  navigat ion .  At  th is  t ime he  

Her  beaut i iu i  whi te  way g l i s tening 
wi th  c lus ters  of  l ights  a long Broad
way and the  c ross  s t ree ts  makes  the  
oi ly  look l ike  a  metropol is  of  the  

The  cons t ruc t ion  of  th ' s  thorofare  
was  under taken ear ly  ;h is  spr ing  but  
i t  was  not  comple ted  unt i l  wel l  in*r  
.Ik ;  season.  Negot ia t ions  a re  now • 

eas t .  Her  b ig  broad s t ree ts  in  the  der  ay  and i t  i s  hoped wi l l  soon * 
t es ide i icc  d is t r ic t  a re  f r inged wi th  
beaut i fu l  lawns  whi le  the  houses  a re  

eomp'e ted  whereby th ' s  and he  
land park  d  ive  wi l l  be  connecter  

se t .  back  f rom a  s ide  walk  and sur-  j Some ol  the  connect ing  s t ree ts  a rc  a l  
rounded wi j l i  a  grove  of  t rees .  1 r eady paved making th is  a  very  eas 1  

Due to  t f ie  e f for ts  of  the  Connner- j  malfer .  
c ia!  c lub 'and the  Bui lder ' s  Exchange.  '• I n  I t ' s  Natura l  S 'a te .  
most  of  the  bui ld ings  f i t  in  f ine  ac- j  The  .second of  Fa  go ' s  en t .c iu  
cord  wi th  the i r  sur rounings .  and the  spot , s  i s  ca l led  Oak Grove.  This  park  
p lans  a re  la id  most ly  by  a  landscape  borders  on  the  r iver  a t  the  nor th  0 '  
archi tec t .  

A Beauty  Spot—Island Park .  

At  the  southern  end of  Broadway,  
were  the  bus ines  sec t ion  meets  the  
r iver ,  i s  I s land park .  This  i s  a  t rac t  
of  about  40  acres  s i tua ted  011 the  
Ox Bow • loop of the Red river. Ti 
i s  the  beauty  spot  of  Nor th  Dakota .  

the  c i ty .  The  idea  here  car r ied  out  
i s  to  perse i -ve  a  t rac t  near  the  c i ty  
h i  as  near  the  na tura l  s ta te  as  poss i 
b le .  To th is  end a l l  the  ef for ts  of  the  
park  commiss ion  have  been d i rec ted  
wiMi the  resul t  tha t  i s  surpr is ing .  
One plo t  i s  heavi ly  wooded,  covered  
wi th  a  dense  underbrush  and vines .  

Comple te ly  enci rc l ing  f lhc  a rk  is  !  S i 'o ts  in  the  c lear ing  bloom wi th  wi ld  
a  broad speed way.  Along the  r iver  j f lowers .  Another  p lo t  i s  in  meadow 
fol lows the  s idewalk  and a  bicycle  te rm.  The wi ld  grass  tha t  grows sere  
path .  These  jo in  a t  Brnadwav and ' s  cut -and put  up  in  the  form of  hay .  
tor  n  a  huge  la r ia t .  '  T ; i e  t l l i r c J  l , l o t  i s  a  l a r S e  S r °ve  wi th  

As  one  enters  f rom Broadway and 

(Cont inued 011 page  1(1 .1  
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s t ro ls  up  the  cement  walk  l ie  conies  to  
a  hugh founta in .  The  wafer  boi l s  
f rom an  out le t  in  the  center  and fa l l s  
'11:011 p i les  of  s tones  ar t i s t ica l ly  ar 
ranged,  depos i t ing  jus t  enough a lka l i  
to  turn  them to  a  mi lk  whi te .  There  
a re  s imi lar  founta ins  but  none  so  
la rge .  At  fh"  west  en t rance  s tands  
Hie  s ta tue  of  l lenr ik  Wergeland,  Hie  
lyr ic  poet  nnd fa ther  of  Norwegian  
l i te ra ture ,  a  present  f rom Norway to  
the  countrymen of  Fargo.  

benches  for  p icnickers  and merrymak 
ers. Tables and benches invite one 
to an open dinner. A stone arch for 
cooking over  has  been put  up  by the  
park, patroleman and everything is 
the  handies t .  

This  then  i s  Oak Grove—p.  resting 
place for the weary out from the noise 
of the city, yet free from the heat of 
the prn.rie sun, an ideal place for nic-
nic dinners, a delighti 'for ISunday 

i  s t ro l le rs ,  a  na ture  garden a lmost  wi th  
j in the city—and the people of Fargo 

At the  eas t ,  en tanco s tands  the  old  i i i r e  £lad  to te l l  you..that the i r  money 
l ias  made th is  "ark  poss ib le  but  i t ' s  
p leasures  arc  f ree .  

Some Quaint Furniture. 
Due to  the  snirestions) and ideas of 

'Superintendent Miller the park is well 
•provided with a line of rustic benches, 
chairs, etc.. many of which are very 
attractive because of their original
ity. Trees that have blown over are 
neatly Ir'mmed and carved into small 

nark lies the St. John hosnital, which I tables. Stumps have been fitted nole 

" lumping s ta t ion  tha t  has  been con
ver ted  in to  an  ofJ ico  for  the  park  
sunenntendenl .  . -H th is  poin t  the  
dr ive  fo l lows the  r iver ,  and here  a lso  
n r lam has  been made across  the  f iver  
which  makes  r> pond for  a .  f in :?  boat  
v i ' id .  Launches ,  row boats ,  and  can-
00^ a re  found here  in  grea t  abund
ance .  

Along the  sor . t ' i e i ' s t  corner  of  Ih is -

ENTRANCE TO A. C. COLLEGE GR OUNDS 

has  iu  connect ion ,  a  pr iva te  park ,  
smal ler ,  but  much 011 the-  order  of  Is 
land park .  

For Those Who Enjoy Tennis. 

Below the  eas t  en t rance  may be  
found the  c lus ter  of  tennis  cour ts  sa id  
to  by the  f ines t  in  the  v ic in i ty .  Thoy 
ha 'e  only  recent ly  been cons t ruc ted  

backs  and arms and conver ted  In to  
comfortable chairs. Log bridges have 
befen  f i t ted  wi th  rus t ic  banas ters .  
Vines twine over seats that are'male 
of branches until evervtMng is com
pletely hidden. Oak Grove is a place 
that Fargo niay well be proud of. 

For The Children's Use. 
Due to  the  fores ight  of the  park 

at .  l a rge  expense ,  and a  year ly  fee  of  I commiss ion  a  la rge  playground of 
five dollars is charged for the use ] several acres has been obtained at 
of them. j fhe west end of the city near the N. 

Horrc Grown Shrubery. 
South  of  the  tennis  cour ts  i s  a  

smal l  nursery .  Here  are  requi red  a  
few of  the  necessary  t rees  and shrubs  
p lanted  thoughout  the  park .  

P .  ra i l road  yards .  This  is the part 
of town that is to develope into the 
manufacturing district. It is the 

(Continued on Page Ten.) 
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