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PLANS T0 GET SETTLERS

$00 Line Immigration Agent
Will Strive For More
Farmers

Tillers of Soil, He Says, Hav
Been [leaving For
Towns

Will Begin Unr; by Listing

Uneccapied Farm

Lands |

| successful,

|
|

Idle and unimproved with'a its byrders.
| Ninety per cent of ail cur !anl i
| able—and ready for the plow. Ot
| Is the best, the inetecoligicar whd, cli-
I matic conditions are goid, UANRSEOrin-
| tlon  facllities are ndiqusto and | rates

will produce as many dull?xs’ per
acre, year after vear, a3 the ¥1)1 un
acre land of lowa. Our school syetem
{s as good as the best—with u #plyndia,
accumulating endowment fund that “will,

! land

in time, amount to fifty million dp)ars l

“Notwithstanding these and tens of
other advantages not possessed Ly other
states, there are
acres In all the western two-thirds of
North Dakota that can be bonght at
prices ranging from $20 to $40 per acre.
! Undeniably the chief reason for this 1y
that title to practically all of this hund |
could be acquired in one way only, viz.
through home steading. Now, & benecfi-
clent governmen gave almost every -per-|
son a ‘right" to enter land, and the re-
sult was that people of every oCcup&-|
tion and no occupation, of everyspro-
fession and no profession—many of them |
with no knowledge whatever of _either|
ploneering or farming—took up land.

“We are just beginning to realize 'that| consin.

literally. miilions-of |

those east of ys who want good land—
and there are tems of thousands Who
would come if they knew the true con-

s — ' =
MAJ“R MURPHY TE[I‘S Hls object the Sco rallway s going to under-
oy | take to achieve fn Its territory in North

|

| Dakota
| will not

Not as & reai
enter that fleld-——it

| ultra vires.

i “Brlefly, the plan decided upon _and
|to be put Into effect by the Land In-
| dustrial and Immigration Department of|

ditions, and could buy the land on rea-
gonable terms and its real value. This

estate agent—it
has other
| work to do, besides such action might be

complete description of each tract o

the raliwa,
that this
Wlete,

company, but w ewlil insis
that bad ' points he
told the

prudent, prospective land buyer would
a3k before coming into the state. All our
eastern agents will be furnished with a

agency. Our contract with the owner

or through any other agent, without a
{| cent of comrhiasion to us, but we .rnust

land that can be purchased and the term‘bo promptly notified when the land 1s
in detall. This will be the owner's des-|sold. Our object i{s not
cription taken from his contract with missions, an

to collect com-
not to sell lands, but to
t get settlers for the country. We want

escription be hones and com- | prosperous farmera on all lands, tribu-
mentioned
s ell as good ones, If the full truth be | advise them,

tary to our lines, We want to help them,
and asalst them In all ways

rospective settler, it I8 good| posaible, consistent with our mutual in-
enough—Iif< not,” we do mnot want him. | terests,
We belleve that the man who expects!to realize that people in Soo

settler

We want the Incomin
erritory

| the Soo s this: We purpose to obtain an| this country, or.a tract of land in it.' will get the best service from our com-

get the names

cannot be done in a day

hearty co-operation of every com

actual settler to purchase every quarter
or half section tributary to the Soo line,
that {s, not farmed by the owner. This,
we realize,
in plow- | We purpose first to get the consent of
xoll | the owner of as many vacant farms as
possible to lat us bring them purchasing
r?r their lands, In doing this we expect
| the
|

Y Y + same workmanshin,.thix | munity In Soo territory, We expect to
cueap, With the same v 1 8 A LA o Lt Pl

owners of land direct, we evpect to get
the names of owners of idle jands from
many and different sources as well as

from the public records,
and expect that farmera and business
men will send to us the description of

and we hope

| all vacant lands of which they know,

|

to do more than it
man to get into the country,

oastern settler Is to be frankly

and nothing but the truth,
bring him, or, It it does not, we do not
want him, We are
have the best country in the world for

to start real farming in a reasonable way
but. ‘we have no bonanzas to offer any-
one, We know our lands will not pro-
duce without work—physical and men-
taldJand we want settiers ho will realize
that fact. B

““The Soo line will charge for its ser-

with the names and addresses of the|vices and expenses (n the premises one
owners, when knon. When the names | dollar for each quarter section listed for
are obtained, e will write the owners a | sale,

This Is dome primarily to insure

letter and explain our plan fully. Bome | the listing of all lands by the owners

of the oners will want a smail amount | at reasonable prices, and so that we

of cash and a reasonable rate of Interest | can know definitely ‘that the owner is

on deferred payments, some will ‘sell at!acting In good faith.
a low figure for cash. We hope to have
large enough lists to supply the demands

of any kind of a customer,

“The work of obtaining customers will
seem a difficult one to the man llving
here—and we reallze that it will take &

lot

of work, advertising and other ex-

pense. At the present time the Soo line

has

o lot of land which it owns in Wis-
Engaged in sélling this land It

farming is a business, in which, 10 be|ax hundreds of agents at various points

one must have specific |

Since Major j] S. \;lxrph\' of Minot | knowledge, Industry and adaptabliity—|chasers. Those agents and hundreds of

was appointed immigration agent for
the Soo Line, a great campaign has
been under headway
settlers who will make actual farmers
all through that part of North Da-
kota traversed by the Soo road. To|
set forth the plan the major has
started, the Tribune reproduces an
open letter issued just recently. In
a personal letter to the Tribune Mr.
Murphy states: |

“I am, as you likely know, the Im-
migration Agent for the Soo Line.|

fourths of the state today. We ac-|
tually have less people on the farms)|
than we had four years ago. For in-|
stance, b7 per cent f the people in|
Ward county live in Minot, Kenmare |
and the other incorporated towns and|
villages of the county.

“The chief reason for this, as you|
know, is that “butchers and bakers |
and candlestick makers,” servant|
girls, school teachers, ministers of |
the Gospel, superannuated business
men and everyone else to whom a|
beneficent government gave a ‘“right”
filed on land, with a result that, noti
being farmers, they could not and did
not succeed.

“So history is repeating itself, We
are now going to try and bring in
the actual farmer. For the next three
months, I am going to devote y
time and energy to getting a list of|
the unoccupled and idle lands in the
counties of Burleigh, McLean, Foster,
Sheridan, Wells; McHenry, Ward,
Burke, Divide, Renville and Botti-
neau countfes, In other words, I am
not going to spread myself out too
much territory at the beginning. Be-
ginning about March 1, next, we are|
going to make a rate of probably $10,
from Chicago and points in Indlana
and Illinois, ete. to points on the Soo
Line in'North Dakota.

. There 18 probably no man in the
state who has studied farming con-
ditions in North Dakota any closer
than has Major Murphy. He has liv-
ed here for years, and has been ac.
tively engaged in farming, is a force-
ful writer and public speaker, The
Soo Line made a wise choice in se-
lecting ‘him for this great undertak-
ing, and ‘no one doubts but success-
fal results will follow.
set forth, as follows:

““No argument is mneeded to convince
the thinking maa that *he prime need
in practically all North: Dakota is ac-
tually all North Dakota i= actual tiliers
of the soil. 1t is obvious that &n agricul-
tural region cannot poszibly attain the
Lighest measure of 18 deveiopment ahlle
the great bulk of its tilaole ‘and e

.His plan is!

Excursion Fares
to the East

via the
ChicagossNorthWesternLine &

=
Fares from Bismarck =
Round Tri

S GGG

temadoto

Tickets on sale daily December 1 to
31, 1913; return limit three months
from date of 'sale.’ Liberal stop-
overs. 3 =

Through Train to Chicago
“North Coast Limited, Northern
. Pacific, Chicago and. North Western
i via Minneapolis and St.
P across Wisconsin to Milwau-
, along the shores of Lake
ﬁalm igan to Chicago. f

" Srom Minneapolis snd St. Paul
--mchmm
‘ThreeEvening to Chicago
. - TS

‘NorthWestern Limited

gl For travel information
. WHITAKER,
'E'Tgv.hu' Agt.

| should live largely on farms, and more |

i thirty of the forty-eight counties ‘of ' the

3
Buffalo, N. Y. i
Cincinnal ...45

Ohi .46.75 |

Columbus, Ohio: . i
Council Bluffs, Io [
Detroit, -Mich. .. 44,2
Evansville, Ind. (43.8

requirements not possessed by the ‘aver-|

age homesteader— and the result is that| for North

fiftcen years after the homestead
original homesteaders remain
land. In this connection, I
state that the history of homesteading,
from and including lowa west,

It is obvious that
| this amount wilk not in any way com-
1penute for the money pald out in ad-
ivertising and othe rexpenses.

“Past experlence demonstrates that it
is difficult to get prompt and satisfac-
tory = results . among prospective land
huyers witholt gome actual, personal
work, and this must be pald for In some
way. ‘We .theréfore purpose paying our
eastern agents a'commission of $1.00 per
acre and no more. This commission

in the east, who are looking for pur-|wlll be pald by the owner Iisting the
land for sale, when the sale Is
others will be enlisted in this propoganda | made.

Dakota. Those agents will

lB; work right in the field where actual, de-
to secure new  taken not more than 12 per cent of the|gsirable farmers, and high class renters, |

o ‘the!and their sons, are desirous of having
might 'alIso | jand if it can be bought right.

*‘While the eastern agent at the pres-
ent time demands and is pald a larger
commission than this by the North Da.
kota real estate agent, we feel that we

In_those | can help to such extent in making =sales

regions land rarely changes hands un-|that this commission will be attractive

also | Jegs the owner dies. To all those agents |to the middle west land man. We realize

shows that those of the original uettloral‘ and to all inquiries, whether agents or |that this adds $1.60 per acre to the price

who remain on land eventually are al-!
ways well to do.

apparent to every business man In the
state, the result {s that nearly half of
the tillable land has gone into the hands
of speculators and non-residents, xmdI
for the most part, it I8 either hadly farm-|

there were thirty-four thousand | less
acres of land in Ward county {m 1913
than there was | n1910. There weré 19,
0 acres less in Renville, 14,000 less In
Burke, and 21,000 less in Bottineau, in
1913 than there were in 1910.

“In a region where practically the only |
industry is farming the population |

lands should be cultivated each year was |
cultivated the year before, but such is/
not the case. In Ward county, where|
conditions are probably more accentuat-|
ed, because Minot, the third largest city
in the state is here located, 06 per|
cent of the people live in the cities; and |
villages. 0 !
“It would be foolish to close ouneyes
to the fact that there are less ;actual
farmers in all the reglon under discus- |
sion than there was four years ago. It|
mieht, of course, be argued with & de-|
gree of truth that the short crop years— |
which means depletion of moisture,.ab- |
normal weed growth and adverse.eon- |
ditions generdily—were the factors main-:|
ly responsible for bringing about the.con |
ditions we are now called upon to face. |
The thinking man, however, knows that|
history Is simply repeating {tself in what'
was originally a small grain couptry— |
the slip shod fellow, the typical .liome:
steader, and thé man’ who' insists.; on
growing small grains indefinitely tq:the
exclusion of real farming—corn, OES,
cattle, dairying—-all of which the real
farmer, who is prospering, is proving
the country is splendidly adapted: to—is
being frozen out. In other words, the
typical. original settlers, many of whom
could not make a living in the Garden
of Eden, filed a want for a brief; space,
and. helped bring productiveness out of
desolation and wealth out of waste; but
some of them could not change; their|
method of farming,. and mother nature,
as well as the ultimate and ecanomic
destiny of the country. demanded their
elimination—and that is what the,phorti
crop years has done. s
“Mr. Pennington, head of the Sog rail-
way, who Is recognized as one of the
great practical forseeing builders of, the
west, fully reallzes the proposition  we
are now up against. Having had “full|
confidence {n the potential possibilities |
of this state, and the abllity to lnlplrei
financiers with that ‘confidence. and+hav-
Ing bullt lines—lines compact and con- |
tiguous—running through or touching

state, and serving the people of Thore
than 160 cities. villages and stations, he
has now authorized the inauguration
of a systematic and well thought 'out!
plan to bring real farmers from thé mld-!
dle west to purchase, occupy and till pur
!dle lande. = yn
“The Soo is not In this movement of
which 1 am writing purely from phflan-
thropic motives—it is in it primarily to
Increase ita business, but it is a mutual
proposition, and it expects the co-oper-|
ation of every business org nization
every banker. every business man und
every farmer—in short every land owner
in the territory served by “its lines. |
“Now, while all parts of the mlddle
west in the past experienced practically
the same conditions we are now facing.
and while the natural conditions there
are no better than they sre here/ those
regions have long passed (the “home-
stead period, and the dama=d for™land
I nmoat of those sections is sudh :that|
it is today selling at prices froth: $100|
to $300 per acres and it takes a compar-
atively’ wealthy man to buy a farm o(‘
eny size. ’ S
“North Dakota in contradistinctign to|

our northern bhorder, has never '‘adver-
| tised—never inaugurated or put into ‘ef-
fect any systematic or sustainedeffort

resources and possibilities.

“After the homestead period, the rall-
roads did little advertising, and: today
the other great roads traversing North
Dakota are exploiting territory ta the
west and ignoring this reglon, This re-
sult {s that the people of the middle west
where our most desirable immigration
should come from. has little - actual
knowledge of our resources. and gthe only
Immigration we are getting comes .from
two sources—those who come of thelr
own violation and those brought here by
the real estate agents,

“The object of the real estate agent'
—and I am not invelghing againat, him—
I8 to get the largest. commission possible
and this commission is usually between
$500 and $2,000 on a quarter sectiopn, 'oc-
casionally more. This means that, . while
the purchaser. may have obtained.a bar-
gain from his original aund'poult',, yet
when he ascertains the true facts, .'ﬁo is
Invariably ‘‘sore’” to think he pald so
large a commission; and human nature
Is such that the average man is hot sel-
fish enough to  induce his old' friends and
neighbors to come also—even th “ he
could -locate them on just as
a8 he got at 20 to 35 per cent I
he pald—because they wounld
he got beat when he purchased. en
the real estate man gets land ‘he
can get it cheapest, and sells where he
can_get most for it. This means, ag the
reader well knows, that he fr
buys land from & man who is
it fairly well and sells it to sn
[ speculator, who has no intention farm
ing it himself. This again means t the
land will be Indll{g:tly farmed f Year

or two, to k lrocnhtor in"& good
humor, At is likely—to ‘‘go
‘the commu¥iity and

‘back.” All this Imm“

rdinary real estate agent has
'no_interest In a settler after he has
closed a deal and collected his commis-
sion—ind thdt is just where the interest
of the rallway in the settler begina,
) % ts _biggest

-

honest | sanarally
with' him, and have him understand that | jrospective settlers for our
we are telling thé truth, the whlotl\? lrnm " avallable

Uy A w ]

convinced that we

the man of moderate means who wanta

will do, Is a poor! pany, just as thoso here now get the
and thel bhest of service.
only way to gain the confidence of the/

“We maintain that when it becomes

known in the reglons whers

le lands are

| that the big commission
| now’ Insisted upon are ecliminated, and
that everything I8 on the uare - and
ahove board, and a closer scrutiny of our
plan Invited—when this I8 shown—we

belleve the first long step in getting ac-
tual, desirable settlers will have been
taken,

“*We reiterate, the Soo is Inauguratin
this scheme to bring settlers—the rail:
way company will be out much for the
time being—our profit will come later.
Your share will come before ours.

|
|

permits him to fell to his own custamer, :

|

l

|
|
|
|

“Are you & merchant? If so, you want
us to help you get more customers; the,
same If you are a banker. Are you a
faymer Jiving In our territory? How
many neighbors have you? What would |
be the ncrease in the value of your lgnd |
If a good farmer were living on and |
| working all the idle, unimproved land Ini
!,\'our township? Would your youngsters !
|’ be 8o anxious to get away from the
| farm? Think of the {ncreased f&rllltln!
yvou would have—more phones, better
| roads, better mail facilities, ren!ra\l
| achools, more churches, more and better!
| farmer’s clubs, more co-operation. [
1 “We can help yon. You can make our!
Inftlal work ‘easler by sendihg.it the le-i
gal description and name and .address!
of the owner of the idle lands In your
township, if it is tributary to Soo terrl.!
tory. We do not work in other’ nruory’
and we will have to decide on tHé: lines |
outside of which we will not go. |

“If you are a farmer and cannot pro-|
perly ork all the land you now own,!
and would sell part of it, send for our
listing contract and let us get it going.
.\"ow is the time to get this thing start-
ed,

|

SPECIAL
for the

Holidays
only

‘An

fo

Usefiu .
Ornamental
Econsm 'can

r any man

ideal gift

A Box of 50

(10 cont straight size)
for only_$525 complete,

At all dealers

.

. a, present
“that' will be
L appreciated by any man. |
| A Magnificent Humidor

Mahogany finished, bound with
metal bands, and containing

Sunkecraft Hegura i

H Where can you get such an éxquisite
Holiday Gift for so little money?

Also Boxes of 23, at populay prices

[the states west of us, and aCnada on|

in placing before the country our matl

not, will be sent advertising matter pre-| of the land, but it is only a reasouable
. |pared by ‘the company, describing this | broker's commiasion, and we do not be-
“Briefly, without going into the .gcon-|region. This literature will contain a ful |ligve that either the buyer or the seller,
omic effects of this condition, which is|description of North

the Soo

section wilt be written up. Farm jour.

nals and

matter, explaining our plan in full, will
You know conditions existing in three- eq or idle and unimproved. For instance|be put in the hands of land buyers. P
chases by speculators will be discourag-
ed, and they will be advised to purchase
farm loans from reliable bankers in our

territory,
out will,

answer all the usual questions that a

lines. Each county and each;

newspapers will be used. This

ur-
recelpt

The descriptive matter sent
S0 far as we can make it do so,

of such 'notice by the raliway

| quiry on the subject.
“We want to get them so interested

The farmers and renters who are
| able to buy In Wisconsain, Iljlinois and
| elsewhere will have plenty of time dur-
| ing the winter to read and talk over our
Dakota generally | bdth of whom will 'know “the full facts, | literature, and write out letters of In-
and particularly the portion covered by | will object on thig point.
“In listing lands for sale, the contract |

will run for an indefinite period, with! that they will come to see your land and
the privilege to the owner of withdraw- | possibly ~ buy
ing the land any time upon sixty days ' Your interesta and ours are {dentleal.
notice such period of time to begin on| Have you a friend back east who might
the firat day of the month following the | be Interested In this country? If so, send
us his name and address and we will
company. This enables. us to notify all| write him, sending him our descriptive
our agents to withdraw the land from | matter and plan.
sale and stop useless expense in adver-| *If
tising. However, ours ig not an exclusive | bermane to this subject, we are ready

next spring or summer.

you have information or advice

and glad to receive it. Write us at Minot
North Dakota. Get busy. ..sk questions.
We can do things you cannot, but you
can help. We want co-operation. In short
help us to get this landless man on the
thanless land.
“Very truly yours,

“J. 8. MURPHY,
and Agricultural Agent. M.
. 8. M. Ry. Co.,, Minot,

N. D.”

“Immigration
St. P &

DISCREDIT STORY.
Mandan, N. D., Dec. 17.—The story cir-
culated here some time ago that Axel
and Adolph Soderstrom, former residents

of Strain, a little village near here ,were
devoured by wolves on thelr claims in
Canada, is without foundation as no news
of the tragedy was ever reported to clos-
est friends here. The story was invoesti-
gated and authorities there knew nothing
of it as no report of {t was ever made re-
garding it. >

SUMMIT HILL TIVINS.
Napolean, Dec, .17.—Twin boys, one
weighing seven and the other three and
three quarters pounds, were born to Mr,
and Mrs. F. H. Harvey at the Summit
Hill Farm last Sunday. This makes nine

boys and two girls at the ‘Harvey nome.
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You can shop with pleasure at our store. Suitable articles
for any member of the family are here and we reserve deliv-

|

Our hardware store is just the place to buy sensible,
Silverware, carving sets,
table cutlery, pocket knives, shaving sets, little wag:-
ons and a thousand and one other things will make
presents every member of

Don't thrdl

buying some trashy present,

useful Christmas gifts.

friends will like.

a sensible gift

anta Claus Says
ou Should Buy Useful Gifts =iz

-
i

ery until Christmas if desired. -
. Letus help you choose a
suitable’ gift

our family and your
7 your ‘money away
t come to usand buy

I

—t ot e

Chafing Dishes.

A useful gift. Our line of chafing
dishes is varied in styles and pat-
terns,- ranging from $3.50 to $17.00,

Serving Dishes

Serving dishes are always appre-
ciated as a gift. A complete line
ranging in price from $2.50 to $7.00.

You will find

Gifts for Men
here a large variety of gifts

men. Safety razors and blade razors,: with mugs

for
brushes and

strops; the best display of knives in town. *'Carving sets in cloth
and leather cases; tools of every conceivable kind and description;

rifles, guns and pistols.

1

Asbestos Sad Irons

A full line of asbestos sad irons,
priced from 15¢ to $2.50.

Sure Edge Cutlery

Carving knives, pocket knives and
other edged ‘articles are found in their
varied . styles at our store, among
which ‘'many useful presents can be
selected.

| cbffoé Percolators

The day of coffee pots.is nearly
past.’ ‘The. Percolator makes better
-.coffee énd' does away with the incon-
" venfences of the coffee pot. “A splen-
4id Christmas’ gift, ranging in price
from $2.50 10 $4.00, ;

Safety Razors

The well-known Gillette safety. ra-
zor. is found in our varied line of
safety razors.
priced from 10c to $6.50. A thought-
ful present. ;

All kinds and makes .

Electric Irons

“One of the handy and work saving
devices of tifese modern times; we
guarantee .theé line of electric irons
we handle for five years. A thought-
ful Christmas gift, $3.75.

Electric Percolators

The electric percolator is ane of the
most modern conveniences of the day
and would ‘be ‘an’ Appreciated’ Christ-
«mas gift. . (2

Community Silver

Silverware is always ugeful as well
as am appreciated Christmas present.
Our line of Community silver is un-
equaled for quality and styles; In
fact, everything in the silvérware line
from which to choose a useful Christ-
mas present. Guaranteed for 60 years,

Rogers’ Silverware

We handle the full line of Rogers
- Bros, silverware—a servicaable and
standard line from which' to select a
' Christmas gift. :

- Carving Sets
We handle “the famous Zenith and
. Bure Edge ‘carving sets.- A’ ‘carving

“‘'set “is one ‘of the usual’ Christmas
gifts and: wetake' pride. in our:large

| line, too. Al styles and ‘prices, Ev- -

ery piece guaranteed. .

No~¥

.

_ Pleasure Gifts

The girls and boys will enjoy a' Christmas
. &ift such as a pair of skates, a sled or a pair .
of air' rifles ah'dv

of skiis. A . complete line
“twenty-twos."” :

< o's

" Tool'Boxes = = /[

- With complete set of carpentering tools for pncttepl}:'f;m"hgc."

at home or for.the boy in manual training, A sét of these tools. w_m:

keep your boy home with real enjoyment sud ‘permit him making
many. useful thlhgp. ~Priced from $1.50 to $35 per. set.

(3

T

- Flexible Fiyers: '}
" We have prepared for the boys with a ‘big
line of fine ‘sleds, with steering devices, 1n ail
aizes.  You' -may. reserve ‘any . article for
Christmas delivery, if you wish,

. -
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