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10X BOARD IS HOISTED
BY 115 OWN PETARD:
THE REFERENDUM AGT

OMMISSION WAS READY TO SUSPEND ONE MAN COM.
MISSION APPROPRIATION WHEN THE EMERGENCY
CLAUSE UNDER BESSESS8EN ACT ESTOPPED THEM:
OLD APPROPRIATION IS REPEALED; ONLY $3,000 PER
ANNUM FOR THREE COMMISSIONERS.

40 WILL NOW GET THE SACARY?

While the house refused to abolish the three man tax commis
ion, the budget only provides an appropriation for a one man tax

ommission,

Bessessen, Divet, et al, initiative and referendum act, the tax com-

mission cannot suspnd the operation of the appropriation

Also

he general budget bill specifically repeals the old tax commission
appropriation which under a recent decision of the supreme court

vas held to be a continning one,
Repeal Clause Absolute.
The repeal clause in the present
udget passed last evening was 80
orded as to overcome the objections
{ the supreme court, in fact certain
dges were consulted in advance, 80
het ‘the tax commission instead of
aving $40,000 a biennial period has
1ly $23,800, Instead of becoming
erative July 1, the appropriation be-
ins today so that with adojurnment
he old tax commission appropriation
repealed.
Only One Salary.
ut the appropriatien only provides
plary for one tax commissioner at
%000 per annum. Governor Hanna
pst evening sent to the senate the ap-
ointment of H. H. Steele, as the
lird tax commissioner. The ques-
on now is who will get the $3,000 a
ear: Packard, Wallace or Steele.
’ill it be split up into $1,000 a year
ach or will State Auditor Jorgenson
efuse to pay only one and let the
ther twg mandamus and' seek relief
the court.
. Wipes Out Commission.
It was generally believed that the
ndget bill in effect wiped out the
hx commission because it deprives
Il but one commissioner of his sal-
ry. . «The.supreme--court- daubtless
ill be called upon to determine the
roposition.
But the repeal clause of the budget
il reads:
“It is the intent hereby to enact an
clusive general appropriation bill,
nd to repeal each and every act and
Il parts of acts now existing which
ppropriate or purport to appropriate
oney for any of the offices, officers,
rposes and things set out in sec-
3 thereof in so far as the same
pnflict therewith, or relate to appro-
riations for the same matters or pur-
oses provided for therein.”
Packard Was Ready.
It was known that the present tax
mmission was preparing i{o circu-
te a petition to suspend the one man
ix commission in the event it pass-
d the house, knowing that it would
ke a two-thirds vote to put on an
fective clincher such as is provided
the initiative and referendum. Mr.
Packard has been busy preparing for
iis, He has been fortified with de-
isions and data and petitions would
ave been started today. If enough
igners had been secured, any single
hx commissioner bill which the legis-
pture had ' enacted could have been
uspended for two years.
The tax commission also relied on
s power through the same medinm
p suspend the one man tax commis-
on appropriation, but Ployhar, Di-
t and others of its defenders were
cep at the switch.
, Caught in Meshes.
Seldom has there heen an instance
here a piece of fool legislation was
caught in its meshes, the very men
ho perpetrated it upon the state.
The question is now how can three
en serve the state on $3,000 a year.
This appropriation doubtless will
e thrown Into the courts. It is the
eneral opinfon that the bill will put
e tax commission on short rations
r practically eliminate all but one
ommissioner.
Verily this referendum is a wonder-
| thing.

ARGO HAN HAY
BAVE PERISHED

oseph Dubeau Believed Among
the Three Victims of Hotel
Fire in Minneapolis.

e
Minneapolis, March 5.—Three men
re helieved to have perished in a fire
hich early today destroyed two ad-
iining hotels, the Astoria and Fred-
ick. The missing are Joseph Du-

bau, chauffeur, of Fargo, N. D., ana  hind who indulged a sweet tooth.

'0 unknown foreigners. Edward
erry, a guest, was seriously burned
nd taken to a hospital. Two.firemen
‘ere hurt falling from ladders and

'ral others injured. Twenty wo-
M. were carried from the burning
Nildings. The loss is estimated at

10,000,

Cirere bt ot bome v

| Rurope. and the few men

ILEAN HONGRED
BY COLLEAGUES

Dean of Senate Is Re-Elected the
President Pro Tempore by
., Unanimous Ballot.

the closing
legislat-

Dignity characterized
moments of the fourteenth
ive session in the senate. While the
members waited for conference re-
ports there was none of the horse
play which often mars the closing
moments.

A fine tribue was paid to Lieuten-
ant Governor Fraine for his fair rul-
ings. He was presented with a fram-
ed picture of the members of the leg-
islature. (He refused, however, to ac-
cept a similar donation two years ago
as speaker of the house,

Mr. Fraine has won the friendship
of most of the législators by his' ex-
cellent rulings.’

Senator McLean, Cavalier county,
was re-selected president pro tempore
of the senate. Senator Ovemson plac-
ed the name of Senator Davis in nom-
ination and Senator Bond seconded
that nomination. Wnen Senator Jac-
obsen nominated Senator McLean,
Davis’ name was withdrawn.

The resolution to expend $5,000 of
the capitol fund for buying addition-
al lots about the capitol site carried.
Senator Hyland developed a bitter
spirit toward Bismarck because one
of the hotels put in a bill for office
rent for the senate stenographer.
Only $1 a day was charged, but the.
senator from Bronson made a stump
speech and charged Bismarck up with
being a “cheap grafting place.”” He
declared it was just such things as
this, (legitimate bilis against the
state,) that would drive the capital
to some other city.

His remurks were greeted by laugh-
ter. Senator Hyland, however, cooled
down as the business of the senate
proceeded.

Hyland's immigration bill was pass-
ed as amended which places the sec-
retary of state and the attorney gen-
eral on the state immigration board.

The senate was tied up for hours
on the tax on money and credits.
Senator Englund who had a personal
interest in one of the features of the
law which will allow a Kenmare bank-
er to liquidate his taxes for twenty-
tive mills on the-dollar sought through
iillibustering tactics to hold up the en-
tire hill. He finally lost and the bill
carifed as amended by the senate. It
provides for a two mill tax on mon-
eys and credits. Taxes no“"in lltl_-
gatiun can be settled on a basis of 25
mills on the dollar.

The bill allowing free transporta-
tion to certain state oﬂk‘la;s was re-
vived and amended to provide passes
only for the memigrs of the railroad
commission and the secretary of the
commission.

Staale Hendrickson's Dbill finally
squeezed through before midnight: It
was amended so as to provide a four-
fifths decision to declare a law un-
congritutional.

Haickle's bill H..B. 417 providing
state aid for high schools passed af-
ter a series of conferences.

Senate ‘Bill 284, Gibbens, the teach-
ers' retirement act, passed. As amend-
ed it leaves it optional with the teach-
ers whether they dc;sl;‘e to (t‘.ome with-

e provisions of the act.
m'lsll:is pcléaned the slate of the sen-

ate.

2o W SR
DECREASE IN CANDY EXPORTS.

New York, Mar. Hi—Export figures
made public today {ndicate that the
general policy of retrenchment has

ard blow at the women of
struck a hard | Jiraght

andy exports from the United
Stgg"; 3'fm' :)he first five months of
the 'war show a decrease in value of
$153.823, as compared with the same
period of the year before.

The value of the total candy ex-
ports for the calendar year was $1,-

185,804,

|en in the Mexican situation,
vie 3 h . i City is on the verge of
By fixing the faney elineher supplied by the Packard- | Gen ) 8

MEXICAN
TROUBLE
SERIOUS

PRESIDENT WILSON IS CON.
FRONTED WITH MOST SER-
IOUS AND PERPLEXING
SITUATION

MEXICO GITY FACES FAMINE

" ——

Wil! Not Prevent Looting; Re-
fuses Outside Aid.

Washington, March (.—President
Wilson was confronted with one ot
the most serious and perplexing de-
velopments tonight that has ever aris-
Mexico
starvation.
General Obregor, the Carranza com-
mander, refuses to permit the inter-

national relief committee, composed
of the wealthy of foreign colonies, to
succor the needy. “Mexico needs no
foreign aid,” Obregon said. All mer-
chants who closed their stores were
threatened with punishment unless
they re-opened. People in the city
are living iIn terror of another evacua-
tion, since Obregon announced he will
not prevent looting and pillaging for
food and money. The Brazilian, Span-
ish, British and Italian ambassadors
called with pessimistic reports at the
state department today. 'No solution
was suggested. Freight service is sus.
pended between Mexico City and
Vera Cruz. - Transportation facilities

for relief purposes are withheld by
Obregon. "Tonight the president is

studying the various phrases of the
situation closely.

Drastic: measures may he uecessary:
should Obregon continue to refuse
outside aid. 'Foreign diplomats de-
seribe the situation more intolerable
than it ever has been since the revo-|
lutionary troubles began. y

Varied wild® rumors are -afloat in
Mexico City owing to incendiary ut-

(Continued on Page Two.)

VIGE-PRESIDENT 10
_ REPRESENT WILSON

President Regrets His Inability|
to Be Present at Dedication
of Exposition,

Washington, March 15—Vice Pres-|
ident Marshall goes to San Francisco
to represent President Wilson at the
formal dedication of the Panama-Pa-
cific exposition on March 20, The
president still hopes to wisit the ex-
position later, and regrets his inahil-i
ity to do so at the present. |

‘

General Obregon Anrnounces He

HOUSE WINDS
UPBUSINESS
LAST- NIGHT

STAALE HENDRICKSON AC-
CEPTS A FOUR-FIFTHS AM.
ENDMENT T0 H. B. 32,

NO|PASSES ARE ALLOWER

House Declines to Permit Rail.-

road Commissioners to Accept
Passes.
o

Staale Hendrickson's H. 15 32, the
now famous unanimous decision law,
but stripped of the unahimous feature
and amended so that q four-fifths de-
cision of the supremeg court only is
required to declare lefislative enact-
ments unconstitutional; was the last
bill to be passed by the house and it
draw a big vote in its amended form,
92 voting for the bill and but 7
against it.

Other bills which the house consid-
ered at the night session were as fol-
lows: 3 1

H. B. 302, Westdal, adds chairmen
of the tax commission and board of
railrond commissioners to the mem-
bership of the state board of equali-
zation, Killed. ‘

H. B, 488, Latlhrop Committee, the
budget bill, sonmeg,'n'ldémnnoms con-
curred in and the ‘bill was passed.

H. B. 321, Dean, relatinz to town-
ship road overseers, pass2d as amend-
ed.

H. B. 417, Heckle, relating: to state
high school inspector and state aid to
high schools, passed as amended.

8. B. 215, McFadden, providing free
transportation to railroad commis-
sioners, lost. :

S. B. 36, Trageton, excise tax on
foreign corporations doing -business in
the state, killed.

S. B. 284, Gibbens, relating to teach-
ers’ insurance and retirement act,
passed as amended.

Pendray Resolution,

*The Pendray  resolution relating to
the publication of all testimony intro-
duced in the board of control investi-
gation was reconsidered on motion of
Dickinson and .as ' killed. L. L.
Twichell argued against the rasolu-
tion, c¢laiming that it was a useless
‘expenditure of from sfnl(,ll.to $750 of
the state's money to satisfy some of
tha people of Stutsman_county.

"I, L, Twichell also ; offered an
amendment to S. B. 36, Trageton's
corporation tax measure, to make the
rate of taxation one-twentieth of one
per cent inctead of une-fiftieth as the
bill originally provided. On motion
of Morrison the bill was indefinitely
postponed.

Anti-Pass Law Stands.

There wag a warm fight on S. B.
215, McFadden’s bill, which would al-
lcwv the railroad commissioners, their
employes and immigration agents

(Continued on Page Four.)

DETECTIVES POSING AS SCRUBWOMEN

osed as scrubwomen and the third as

—

1 »”

SAVE WEALTHY MEN FROM BOMB PLOT

Left to right: ratrick Walsh, Jerome Murphy and Jim Starrett.

A huge bomb plot, of which St. Patrick’s Cathedral at New York, the
Rockefellers, Carnegie, Vanderbilt and other wealthy men were the objects,
was nipped in the bud by the work of these clever detectives, two of whom

a church usher. Frank Abarno, an

talian anarchist, was to start the reign of terror. He was caught by these
dcztgtwes when he threw a bomb with fuse lighted in St. Patrick’s

INITIATIVE AN

P

PASSED BY

Hanna Pleased
With Session

Governor Hanna last evening
made the following statement as
the lsgislature adjourned:

“The session of the legislature just
closed has heen a quiet one. The
house and senate have bheen Ccompos-
ed of earnest, conscientious men, who
have worked faithfully for the state.

“l stated in' my mesage that the
sub-committee to he named to consid-
er-the finances of the state would be
the most important that wouid be
named. The Lathrop committee who
had this work in charge was compos-
ed of Mr. T. Twichell, chairman, and
Mr. Knox and Mr. Dickinson on be-
half of the house, and Senators Kret-
schmar, Albrecht and Sandstrom on
the part of the senate. These men
worked untiringly for many days and
deserve the thanks of the riembers
of the legislature and the people of
the state for the splendid work done
by them, and through it all they had
the hearty co-operation and help of
Mr. Jorgenson, the state auditor.

“The Budget Appropriation Bill as
brought in by the committee lays the
foundation for a new era in state fi-
nances and angurs well for the future.
It puts practically all of the appro-
priations together in one bill and wi!!
give to the people of the state a com-
prehensive idea of the rcost of state

government and where the money
goes to.
“Many of the recommendations

made by me to the legislature have
been enacted into law. Among the
more important of these is the act
for the Budget committee that will
meet in November of the year preced-
ing the convening of the legislature
to do the work which was done by
the Lathrop committee during this
past session.

“The passing of the Board of Re-
gents Bill is a long step forward In
the handling of our state educational
institutions and putting them upon a
sound, business basis. The bill has
been carefully drawn and it is believ-
ed that it is a workable hill. The men
who have been named for members
of the first hoard of regents are all
men of character, ability and stand-
ing in the state.

“Also, a number of laws beneficlal
tc the farmers, among them being the
law reducing the rate of interest from
twelve to ten per cent; the law for
the fumigation and caring for cars to
be used for the shipment of cattle and
hogs: and the amendment to the con-
stitution of the state, providing for
the inauguration of a system of rural
credits. Also the appropriation of
funds to pay the claims for dourine
against the state and to carry the
farm extension work to be done under
the national Lever bill into force and
effect.

“Immigration has heen given an

¢y to make that department more ef-
fective and it is hoped that much may
be done in the bringing of people in-
to the state.

“Another law provides for the re-
istration of the trained nurses of the

D REFERENDUM VITIATES

EVERY EMERGENGY CLAUSE ON BILLS

FOURTEENTH LEGISLATURE

BUDGET BILL IS ONLY ONE BROTEOTED THROUGH SKILL
FUL WORK OF ATTORNEY GENERAL AND CHAIRMEN
_OF TWO APPROPRIATIONS COMMITTEES; IT CONTAINS
SPECIAL EMERGENCY PROVISION DEMANDED BY
THE BESSESSEN-OV E RSON CONTRIBUTION TO OUR
CONSTITUTION. ¥

ALL OTHER LEGISLATION IN' PERIL

ot e |

Within Ninety Days Upon Small Petition of Voters Any Law En-
acted Can Be Suspended for Two Years; ‘‘Legal Lights'' of
House Exposed by Twichell.

North Dakota’s Fourteenth legislative session pass:d into his-
tory last evening at mi .night

But no man Leows how mneh of its work will survive the
next ninety days. Every emergency clause with thie exception of
the one placed on the budget are not worth the paper they are
written upon, and wn of the Jaws with the one ex eption of the

general appropriat’oa bill will go inty effeet until July 1. All
are sinjeet to suspession an petition s the people.
Only Ten Per Cent.
Under the initiative and referendum amendment passed by

the people, commonly known as the Bessessen concurrent resolu-
tion, any act with the exception of the budget bill is liable to
suspension within ninety days upon a petition of ten per cent of
the voters of the state.

Few Signers Needed.

Blightly more than 8,000 voters ¢an
) suspend any law but the budget, ‘A
law when once suspended will be-

come ineffective for two years until

the next session of the legislature. °
This is the situation which escaped
the notice of the chairmen of the
house and senate judiciary commit-
tees. Representative Divet, who has
drawn many of the emergency claus-
es to the bills overlooked the mat-
ter,
“WWhen Treadweil Twichell; chair-
man of the house appropriations comn-
mittee, acting in conjunction with P.
D. Kretschmar, chairman of the sen-
ate appropriations committee, secur-

LAID AWAY

8enate by Decisive Vote Kills the
Corporation Excise Tax
Measure.

The senate worked at high temsion

impetus by the appropriation of mon-

all day yvesterday and with bhut two
or three bhrief recesses was in con-
tinuous sessi10u.

Perhaps the most important meas-
ure defeated was the excise corpora-
tion tax 1i'l known as House Bill 419,

which had been so carefully drawn
by Representative  Divet and the
measure npon which it was under-

stood, Mr. Divet would go before the
people and ask a place upon the su-
preme bench.

The hill was most claborate in its
one-twentieth of one percent on all
corporations.

ment against the bill showing that
corporations and railroads now paid
a just share of their taxes. He gave
data to show that in the last twenty
years lands had been raised only
about eleven cents per acre on the av-
erage while the taxes of the corpora-
tions had bheen boosted 200 percent

state, which is right; also text-book

terest of education. Some
tion has been enacted with reference
to good roads, bhut not as much as
shonld have been. A law passed to
provide some county road aid, but a
areat deal conld have heen done had
the bill passed for state road aid, and
also providing for the use of some of
the convicts at the penitentiary in
working on the roads.

“Among the bills which failed, but
which shou'd have been passed were
the bills which proposed to limit the
sessions of the legislature to one ses-
i sion every four years: another pro-
viding for the elecrion of county and
state officials for terms of four years:
{and further, the proposition to cut

I down

ity of the people of the state are very
:!nm-h in favor of each of these three
i pronositions.

| “One very good feature adopted by !

this lezislature has heen the pushing
forward of legislation so that it
should not congest in the las' two or
three days of the session. !

“The nembership of the senate and |
honse have been an earnest hody ol
mon and while mens’ minds naturally |
Idin'or upon legislation and as to the
{wav it mat affect the particular dis-
tricts which thev represent and which
perhaps natnrally are thonght of first, |
vet on the whole, I believe that much |
wise and beneficial legislation has |
heen nlaced unon the statutes and )
that the founda‘ion for a hetter ad- |
ingtment of the finances of the sm'e:

has been laid for the future. :
FFAR FOR SARAH BERNHARDT. |

Bordeans. via Paris, Mar. 5—Sarah !
‘ernhardt, whose condition was con-
cidered excellent for several davs af-
ter the amputation of her right leg

some anxiety. It was announced by
her physicians last night, however,

that she was somewhat better.

legislation and other laws in the in-|

the membership of the houm}Mllu S N[[;K .
{and senate. 1 helieve that the major

on February 22. recently has felt a; ; sy .
reaction and her condition for tlm;l '”_‘;‘ |‘°(““"' J"-"-‘pr“”:‘l“l;‘"\\_l"":‘[!g‘;
st 48 hours has caused her friends | Poard under the presen .

last 48 h senate, however, did not want to

in that time.
Senators lronson, Overson and
;'smmte was badly split on the proposi-
Ition.
i Senators flamilton and Paulson de-
lclared it was taxing industry
would discourage the creation of new
industrial plants. Many of the sena-
'tors realized the significance of the
[act when they began to figure what
lit meant to the small elevators and
| co-operative companies of the state.
| Realizing that the bill was defated,
| Senator Vail atrempted to save it

i (Continued on Page Four.)

|

-5 SAVED

Senate and House Pass Bill Am-
ended to Cover His Case After
Long Debate.

Milo will not swing to his death
Friday, August 13,

After a series of conferences the
bill abolishing capital punishment
wag passed. It includes by its terms/|
Milo by making provision for all who,
are now under death sontence. |

Any life prisoner is subject to par-|
den or parole after he has served(
60 per cent of his life's expectancy.|
The bill in its original form provided
for 80 per cent.

Several conference committees had
to be appointed before a ('nmpromlse|
was effected. g

stluft the burden to the officials com-
prising that board,

terms and sought to place a tax of !

Senator Leu'z made a strong argu-|

and !

ed an opinion from Attorney General

ency clause was vitiated by the-initi-

the constitution and suggested that a
special emergency clauge as laid
down by this section of the constitu-
tion protect the hudget.
Taken by Surpries. '
fWhen Mr, Twichell sprung this
{ opinion on the house last evening and
| moved that the special emargency
clause be affixed to the budget bill to
safeguard the operations of the gov-
ernment against a possible suspen-
sion by the referendum, it took the
| honse by surprise. A special ro!l call
{ was had and there was not one dis-
isenting voice. Plovhar seconded the
| motion and insisted uwpon a call of the
| house. Divet's face, who has been
regarded as the legal brains of the
! house, 'was a study. He. had overlook-
' ed a bet.
Might Have Held Up State.

! If this provision had not been plac-

legisla- |y oi hiade the fight for the bill. The |od in the budget, it would have been

possible to suspend any or all appro-
priations for two vears. A special
session of the legislature would have
been necesary to doctor the bill wp
had anyone seen fit to suspend any
feature of the budget bill.

May Suspend Measures.

It is not known whether any laws
passed by this legislature will be at-
tacked under the initiative and ref-
erendum, 7There is a rumor that sev-
eral important measures are slated
for suspension if for no other reason
than to demoustrate the fallacy of
the kind of initiative and referendum
law that makes it possibla to vitiute

1 any legislation for a period of 9 days

following adjournment of the legis-
lature.
Asleep at Switch.

Had ‘the lawyers of the house and
senate been alert they would have
known that the general emergency
clauses under the old laws were of
no effect under the present initiative
and referendum act. Attorney Gen-
eral Linde’s letter sets forth the point

plainly. It follows:
Linde's Opinion.
“You ask whether the emergency

clause to be attached to the geheral
appropriation bill is sufficient to put
such act in force immediately after

| passage and approval by the gover-

nor or whether the operation of the
same would be suspended for a peri-
od of ninety days before it became
effective,

“The emergency clanse to which
vou refer is the customary ferm here-
tofore followed, pursuant ‘o Section
67 of the Coustitution, being a mere
declaration that an emergency exisrs
and that the act shall go into effet
immediately after its passage amd ap-
proval by the governor.

Not Sufficient.

“In my view, the emergency clause

above referred to is not sgufficient to

(Continued on Page Six.) %

Linde it developed that every emerg-

ative and referendum amendment to‘;.'
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