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Fargo, N. D.
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LOCAL WEATHER BULLETIN
‘For the 24 hours ending at 7 p. m.
December 27, 1915:

Temperature at 7 a. v, —4

Temperature 2t 7p.m. .......... 17

Highest temperature ............ 28

Lowest temperature ............ —06

Precipitation ................... 0

Highest wind velocity ...... 15—NW
Forecast:

For North Dakota, Generally fair
tonight and Tuesday with slowly ris-
ing temperature.

ORRIS W. ROBERTS,
Section Director.

OUR TROOPS HEALTHY.

In marked contrast to the fate of

the French army in jts conquest of
Haiti, when thousands fell victim to
plague and pestilence, is the experi-
ence of the United States Marine
Corps, in its pacification work in that
war-torn little Caribbean republic.
Medical officers, in reports just re-
ceived by headquarters of the Ma-
rine Corps in Washington, state thai
the. health of the marines could not
be better, despite the faci that they
have often been called upon to march
twenty miles a day over rougi, moun-
tainous roads, under a blistering trop-
ical sun, and under conditions of act-
ual warfare.
. Haiti, according to thiese medicai
officers, has had for over a hundrea
years the reputation oz veing one ol
the most unhealthy spois In tue
world, and it has been tie common
belief that no wiite man could live
there when subjected to hardship and
exposure. But it remained for our
marines to disprove this theory.
They have had great experience In
climates closely resembling that of
Haiti, and have learned to take tie
necessary precautions so essential Lo
the maintenance of perfect health in
the tropics.

Foot troubles were few and far be-
tween, the medical officers say, and
the dealas have been caused by bul-
lets, not disease.

DEMOCRATIC CHRISTMAS GIFT.

The Democratic party has made a
characteristic ‘Christmas present to
the American people. It consists of tho
re-enactment of the emergency tax
law, which will take $80,000,000 out
of the pockets of tie people during
the next year to make up for De:no-
cratic extravagance and mismanage-
ment. And even with this law re-
enacled, the deficit for the remainder
of this fiscal year will, according to
Representative ([Kitchin, the Demo-
cratic leader, amount to $6,000,000 a
month.

Under this law anyone so fortunaie
as to be able to buy a farm during
this ‘Democratic administration must
pay to the treasury 50 cents for every
$500 of the purchase price, and the
many who will be compelled to bor-
Tow must pay to the treasury 50 cents
on every $500 of the mortgage. Anc
all this because, as Representative
Longworth put it, “As a discourager
of American industry your (tie Dem-
ocratic) tariff bill is a brilliant suec-
cess. As a producer of revenue it is
a sorry failure.”

Mr. Longworth further pointed out
in the debate on this bill that, despite
the “high finance” methods, the
“Juggling” of Secretary McAdoo, by
which the treasury balance is so pad-
ded as to make it appear that there
is $107,000,000 in the treasury, the
true balance is only-$20,000,000, and
that is disappearing at the rate of
$1,000,000 a day.

Speaking of Mr. McAdoo's method
of padding his accounts, Representa-

tive Fordney said: “If there were a

national bank within Lhe limits of the
United States that should adopt Lae
manner of bookkeeping which Thas
been adopted in the Lreasury of the
United States, the bank examiner, un-
der the direction of the secrelary of
the treasury, would have every man
connected with that bank in jail withy
in 2¢ hours,” and he challenged tbe
Democrats to disprove his siatemeiat.

The 'Democratic contention that *the
failure of the Underwood bill to ‘pro-
duce sufficient revenue is due to the
Europcan war was shattered by Mr.
Tordney, when he pointed out, yuot-
ing the figures of Democratic offi:
cials, that during the seven montas
prior to the war and under the Un-
derwood tariff bill the imports were
$100,000,000 greater than during any
like period in the history of the coun-
try, while tae tariff revenues aver-
agdd $5,000,000 a month less than
they had under the 'Payne tariff. The
special tax bill was jammed through
botl1 houses of congress with a rush,
under the threat that the members
could have no holiday recess until it
was passed, and, having thus mulcted
the people to tae tune of $80,000,000
a year as a Christmas present, the

Democratic Congressmen went home

to enjoy a merry Christmas,
A ——————— e S S

AN ANSWER TO PACIFISTS,

William Grabha:n Sumner, at one
time professor of sociology al Yale,
delivered a memorable lecture on war
years ago. Tae Yale Review has re-
printed it and nothing has been writ-
ten in tiese turbulent times that ex-
puses the impracticability or tie paci-
fist program so well, There is food
for thought in this portion of Sum-
ner's pddress:

“Can ‘peace be universal? There
is no reason to believe it. It is a
fallacy to suppose, that by widening
the peace group more sud more it can
at last embrace all mankind. Whai
happens is that, as it grows-higger,
differences, discords, antagonisms,

and war begin Inside of it on account

of the divergence of interests. Since
cvil passions are a part of human na-
ture and are in all societies all the
time, a part of the energy of the so-
ciety is constantly spent in repress-
ing them. If all nations should re-
solve to have no more armed ships,
pirates would reappear upon the
ocean; tae police of the seas must
be maintained. ‘We could not dis-
pense with our militia; we have too
frequent need of it now. But police
defense is not war in the sense in
which I have been discussing it. Wiar
in the future, will be the clash of na-
tional vanity and selfishness waen
they cross each other’s path.

“If you want war, nourish a doc-
trine. Doctrines are the most fright-
ful tyrants to which men ever are
subject, because doctrines,get inside
of a man’s own reason and betray
him against aimself, Civilizedl men
have done their fiercest fighting for
doctrines. The reconquest of the
Holy Sepulchre, ‘the balance of pow-
er,’ ‘no universal dominion,' ‘trade
follows the flag,’ ‘he who holds the
land will hold the sea,” ‘the thronc
and the altar,’ the revolution, the
faith—tiaese are the things for whicn
men have given their lives. What
are they all? Nothing but rhetoric
and phantasms, Doclrines  are al-
ways vague; it would ruin a doctrine
to define it, because then it could be
analyzed, criticized and verified; but
nothing ought to be tolerated wiich
cannot be so tested. Somebody asks
you with astonishment and horror
whether you do not Dbelieve in the
‘Monroe Doctrine. You do not know
whether you do or not, because you
do not know what it is; but you do
not dare to say tiaat you do nol, be-
cause you understand that it is one
of the things which every good Amer-
ican is bound (o Dbelieve in. Now,
when any doctrine arrives at that de-
gree of authority, the name of it is
a club which any demagogue may
swing over you at any time and apro-
pos of anytaing.”

(V) v
| READERS' COLUMN |

(1]
Editor Tribune, 0

Dear Sir: [ was a stranger in Bis-
marck, but as T stepped from the
train I did not feel alone, for I recall-
ed what Ruskin had said of good
company. Acquaintances are more
or less a matter of chance or of en-
vironment and very few are privileg-
ed to know and to converse with the
truly great men of the world. Who
of us, said Ruskin (I do not recall his
exact words), who of us would not
welcome the opportunity and treasure
the memory as the most momentous
time of our life if we could but be
present and listen for a few minutes
to the casual conversation of these
men? Yet we are privileged not
merely to hear their casual conversa-
tion, but to know their most studied,
most priceless of thoughts, for they
are to be found in the books of any
good library.

It was of this I was thinking as 1
stepped from the train. Here was
company in abundance, among whom
no introduction would be required.
and of whose excellence I might well
feel assured. But I was counting, of
course, on a [Eismarck public library,
which you well know does not exist.
and I write this, not in a sense of

DOWN Wl'l‘H CONSCRIPTION' CRY SLACKERS ‘AT LONDON MEETING

Anti-conscription meeting at Smith field Market, London.

One of England’s chief troubles
since the outbreak of the war has
been the inability of the governmerny
to secure enliskments from a large
element of the population. “Slacl-
ers” is the name applied to these men
who refuse to fight for their countiy.
IFollowing the announcement of th~a
government that conscription wouid
be resorted to if more voluntary en-
listments were not secured, many
anti-conscription mass meetings hava
been held, at which the slackers hava
been in great evidence. The accom-
panying picture was taken when tha
speaker asked all opposed to con-
seription and to early closing of tne
saloons to raise their hands.

criticism, but in the earnest hope that
my words will help forward the move-
ment which I understand is now on
foot to obtain such an institution jor
Bismarck.

H. O.. BUSIL

Commission Meeting.
The. u-gul.u weekly heeting ol tne
city commission was held last even-
ing. Only 'matlers of routine busi-
ness came ‘béfore. the commission a:
last night's :méeting. ,

The Mar\\l-:isi
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MINNEAPOLIS.
LOWHIGH
NO. .2 HRed. oG aiasss 124%
No. | Northern choice .. 123%......
No. | Northern to arr .. 123

.,

Regular No. 1 Northern .121 1224
No. I' Regular to arr..... 120 121
No. 2 ‘Northern ........ 117 119%
No. 3 ‘Wheat ........... 110 116
No. 2 Mont. Hard choice., 118
No. 2-Mont. Hard choice arr 118
No. 2 Mont. Hard reg.... 117
No. 2 Mont. Hard to arr 117
No. 1' Durum ........... 117 119%
No. 1 Durum to arr .... 117%
No. 2 Durum ........... 1131 1164%
No. 3 Yellow Corn .... T4% 15V
No. 3 Yellow Corn to arr 72
No. + Yellow Corn to arr 70
Other Grades Corn .... 45 73
No. 3 White Oats ...... 12 42
No. 3 White tats to arr 421
No. 1 White Oals ...... 04 11
Barley . covisionwvsesios 61 66
Barley Choice ........ H6 ;8
RYO ovividvssivinsivaiis 05 I
Rye {o-ary «voiasessn 05 HIH
IMlax RO P 1 B 0P T Y
IMlax to arv ............ 2104 215
DOCEMPOL: oo v vnivns v 121%
MAY ' coduv v saammtimss v 122
July oitaSnivoddeidanddit 119% 120
Close 1:38 p.m.
DULUTH
December .......... . 120
MAY oo Sostadiinng sk 122%
JUY CoseinasneSi S 102
No. | Hard on trk ...... 121%
No. 1 Northern on Irk .. 1204
No. 2 Northern on trk... 116% 117%
No. % Northern on trk... 108% 112%
No. | Northern on trr... 1203
No. 2 Mont. Haud on trk 1171 118Y
No. 2 Mont, Hard to arr 1171 118%
No. 1 Spot Durum ...... 119%
No. 2 Spot -Durum ....... 115% 116%
No. 1 Durum to arr ..,.. 119%,
December .............. 120%
MAY: 5o icais eatem s ticssinsraies 121%
Oatg ontrk: -0 oNain % 42
ORIS 10 &AM oo 41 %
RYe@ ‘ol WK %divianng 92
RY©: o alr. oo losveatese w2
Barley on trk .......... 60 (HH
Flax on ik _............ 2144215
Flax to arr ............. 2144
December ;... v.coiwsisss 213
MEY o oreneinninnnn 2181
May Bigh ..ot 124%
LOW § o iiniiansmsn s 12214 122
Close 1.43 p. m

ST. PAUL.

HOGS—Receipts 5,900; 10 o 25
cents higher; range $5.75 (o $6.25;
bulk $5.90 to $6.

CATTLE—Receipts 950, killers,
steady . steers $3.75 to $8.75: cows
and heifers $4.25 to $6; calves, steady,
$3.20 to $8.25; stockers and feeders,
slow, $4 to $6.75.

SHEEP—Receipts 2500; steady;
lambs $3 to $8.65; wethers $4.75 to
$6.25: ewes $2.50 to $6.

CHICAGO.

HOGS—Receipts 25,000. weak at 15
cents advance; bulk $6.19 to $6.59:
light $5.85 to $6.45: mixed $6.05 to
$6.60; heavy $6.10 to $6.75: rough
$6.10 .to $6.25: pigs $4.75 to $5.90.

(MTTl,l'—Re(-cipls 18,000; weak:
native beef steers $6 to $9.75: west-
ern steers $6.20 to »8.10. cows and
heifers $2.80 to $8.40: calves $6.50 to
$9.75.

SHEEP—Receipts 14.000:
ewes $4.40 to $6.50:

strong:
lambs $7.%5 to

$9.75.

‘hag been made from the holiday

“County Unit’’ Plan

Meets With Approval

The county unit plan 0[ cncolrag-
ing immigration, which was discuss-
ed at great length during the recent
convention of the North Dakota Fed-
eration- of Commercial Clubs in
Fargo will be brought before local
interests for consideration at a meet-
ing of businessmen, landholdlers and
farmers which the Commercial club
will call as goon,as complete recovery
good
chger,

The ¢ounty unit idea has the hearly
endorsement of sach immigration ex-
perts as L. .J. Bricker of the Northern
Pacific, Major \lnrphy and Johm J.
Bates of the Soo. The last-named has
agreed to come to Bismarck to ad-
dress a meeting, if the farmers, as
well as the landholders can be inter-
ested. C. C. Connolly of Devils anc
who has.met. with much success along|
lines similar to ithe county unit plan
with the Lakes Region. Development
bureaun. will alsc be available for this
meeting il it is thought necessary to
import more than one speaker.

What the Plan Is.

The county unit plan contemplates’
the oraganization of all constructive
forces within the county for the col-
onization of idle lands. The most sat-
isfactory method of financing such an
organization is through the assess-
ment of lands listed with the bureau
i certain sum per acre. This pro-
vides the bureau with a working fund,
and it is presumed that commissions
on lands sold will take care of ea-
penses alter the work is once under
way.

The Lakes Region Development hu-
rean receives a commission of live
percent on lands actually sold through
its activities. The land-owners fixes
his own price, and the commission (o
the hureau is the ‘only ‘one for which
ho is liable, unless he employs some
agent lo act for him.

The modus operandi is as follows:
Successful, intelligent farmers in the
community to be covered—naturally
farmers who have succeeded in their
new homes, and preferably those who
have not been so long absent from the
old home that they are not yet in
touch—are employed at a puitable
salary, with expenses. to return to
their former stampipg ground, circu-
late among old friends and neighbors
there and tell them what is doing and
what can be done in North Dakota.

Land-seekers who show a sincere
interest are brought back to North
Dakota with these farmer agents and
are entertained during their stay here
in actual farm homes, where theoy are
given an opportunity to see for them-
selves the conditions under which
they would labor should they choose
to cast their lot with North Dakota.
Il they buy, they purchase direct
from the land-owner or his agent, at
the latter’s price, and the seller pays
from this purchase price a commis-
sion 1o the burean.

Many Sales Effected,

Not only bas a surprisingly large
percentage of sales been effected un-
der the county unit plan of opera:
tion, it is said, hut the quality of the
settlers thus obtained is very high.
For instance, one «©f the prizes drawn
by the Lakes Region bureau was a
cattle-breeder whose fame is known
throughout iAmerica, and whose stan

dard bred stock carried off first hon-!

ors at the Panama-Pacific expositoin.
This breeder disposed of all his in
terests in Iowa; re-invested in the
lakes region many thousand dollors
in hard cash, and with every blooded
animal he ships from.that section he
is bringing the territory valuable ad-
vertising.

It is conlended that where no land
agent, no matter how able he may be,
can make a sale, a former neighbor,
fresh from actual success upon the
new soil, can interest and enthuse the
folks back home. It is throughout a
case of “farmer-to-farmer” selling.
The “man from home” takes it for

granted that Jake or Jim or Jack,

with whom he played run-sheep-run
as a boy, isn't going to string him on

any mnew proposition out in North
Dakota. e comes out on Jake's
“say-s0” and very -probably buys u

farm in Jake's neighborhood. And
next year, after his first crop of flax
or wheat has paid for the place, he is
very likely to go back, at the Dbu-
reau's expense, and with a good sal-
ary for spending money, to tell Bill,
Hank and Dick what he has done. It
is, apparently, sort of an endless
chain proposition whose capabilities
are praciically unlimited.
Has Flint's Approval,

* The plan is well thought of by
R. F. I'lint, commisisoner of agricuk
ture and labor and head of North Da-
kota's fundless immigration bureau.
Mr. Flint, who was elected secretary
®f the North Dakota Federation of
C oaunencal Clubs at the recent meet-
ing. will be asked to'be aniong those
present at the Commercial club ses-
sion. As Secretary of the Federated
clubs, he will hgve much to do with
the final working\ out of the plan as
a state-wide propesition; if it is so
adopted, and because of his wide ex-
perience his views on.the subject will
be of déep interest to ithe local par-
ties whom it is desirad to enlist in
the movement.

Burleigh county has ln.u.nou acres
of the best land in North Dakota.
This land during the past season has
produced all the way from cighteen to
fifty-seven bushels of wheat: eighteen
to twenty-three bushels of flax: some
of the best corn in the nmtlmcst was
exhibited from Burleigh county at the
recent First Nalional lank show in
St. Paul. . Burleigh coummty, it is con-
tended, has the goods. Tt also has the
spare land to offer, for not more than
250,000 acres are now actually under
plow. \
Large Interests Interested.

Large interests such ag the ‘Hack-
ney Land Credit Co. of St. Paul,
which recently took out 4,'member-
ship in the Commercial club the
Northern Pacific and the Soo Line
have pledged the Bismarck organiza-
lion their earnest support. ' It is felt
that if the proper spirit can he creat-
ed locally, and that if sufficient confi-
dence can be created in the project
to place even two farmer agents from
Burleigh county in the field during
February and March, immigration to
the Slope country can be given an
impetus which will assure backing for
a.campaign on a much larger scale |
another year.

If anything is (o be done this year.
U must be done (lurim: the coming
month, as afler spring: arrangements
have been completed and plowing and
$eeding has begun in the states to the
south and east, it is unreasonable to
believe that any settlers who would
be worth the effort could be induced
to make a change.
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(Continued from Page One)
ton and New York, has been sunk,
Her crew was saved.

The cargo of the steamer, Larecw,
was valued by A. C. Lombard & Co.,
the Boston, Mass., consignees, at more
than $2,000,000.

Submarine Victims.

The French steamer Ville de la Cio-
tat, proceeding from the far east for
Marseilles with many passengers
aboard, has been torpedoed in the
Medditeranean. The 1loss of life
among passengers and crew is esti-
mated at 80. the survivors being pick-
ed up and taken to Malta. The offi-
cial announcement of the attack from
Paris says the vessel was sent down
withow: warning.

Casualties likewise are believed to
have occurred in the torpedoing of a
t+ Belgian steamer, tvo hoatloads of the

’n:m\\- of which are said to be un-
| accounted for,

The activities of the submarines of

the Teutunic allies is further evidenc-
ed by “the fact that within the last
{ few days they have sent to the bot-
,lum British, Belgian and French
! shipping vessels amounting fo a ton-
5 nage of nearly 18,000,

| Praises ‘Indian Troops.

King George in his message Lo the
| departing Indian soldiers highlyprais-
| ed them for-thelt courage and endur-
| ance, saying:

“Dritish Indian comrades in arms,

yours has been followship in toil,
hardship, courage and endurance, of-
{ten against conflicy, indeed, nobly
| done in days of ever memorable con-
| Mict. In the warfare waged under

inm\' conditions and in peculiarly try- |

ing circumstances, you have upheld
| the honor of ‘the empire and the great
| traditions of my army in India.

Troublo in Cabinet.

That the proceedings of the British |

| cabinet have not been going smoothly
i is seen in the fact that after a two-
’hour sitting yesterday the council
;was obliged to adjourn until today.
No decision regarding compulsory
! military service having been reached,
{and the discussion having revealed
[dmerencc% of -opinion,
| The Times correspondent asserts
| that the position is delicate and may
! become critical today unless handled
! with firmness and decision,

vortify New Lint.
! A dispatch to the Times from Sa-
| loniki says, “The Bulgarians have
| withdrawn four miles from tae Greek
! frontier between Gievgeli and Doiran
and are busy fortifying a strong iinc
of natural positions,

On our side, the work of fortifica-
tion is being facilitated by the fine
weather and has energetically ad-
vanced.” "

Suppress German Paper.

A dispatch to the Exchange Tele-
(graph company from Copenhagen
!su,\'s a rumor is in circulation there
Lo tae effect that iMaximilian Hard-
en's newspaper, ‘Die Zuekunft, puo-
{lished in Berlin, was suppressed re-
rcently because it published a state-
ment that IEmperor William had or-
dered that Miss Edith Cavell should
I»c pardoned.

Greeks Dislike British,
A correspondent of Llhe Vossicne

trip to Saloniki, reports that rei-
| tions  betweon the Greekd and tne
| British are strained,” says the Over-
seas News agency,

1 “Greek officers never

Eritish. . The British adopied various
military measures in neighboring
towns without regard to tae Greeks.
The French are less unpopular with
the Greeks.

“It is gencrally expected that witn-
in a few days the British will pro-
claim martial law at Saloniki.”

The Saloniki correspondent of the
Times learns.from an eminent men.-
ber of the Venizelos party that cz-
| Premier Venizelos had an interview

greet the

of Prince’ Nicholas a ' fortnight ago.
The king asked M. Venizelos if ne
would consent to take office again un-
der the present circumstances, and
M. Venizelos declared:

“I accepted the premierslip wlen
Serbia was intact and wnaen we could
have saved ourselves with her., Now
that Serbia Is crushed, it is too late
to apply my policy successfully.”

‘Suporess Turk Attack.

The Dritish have put down an at-
tack of the Turks against Kut-el Ma-
ria, in Mesopotamia, where the Turks
had succeeded in breaciling the forti-
fied positions and entering Sebastian,
one of the forts. The Turkish losses
are estimated at 700. The British
killed and wounded numbered 196.

Describes King’s Flight,

The Tageblatt’s Sofia correspondent
dramatically describes *he flight of
King Peter of Serbia through Albania,
as told by an Albanioan physician in
a letter to a friend at Uskup. The
King reached a.miserable little Al-
banian village during a furious snow-
storm and could find nothing better
than a stall. in a peasant's barn (o
sleep in.

Two of the riders, with him, also
tenderly lifted a third from his horse
and bore him into the iouse, whiic
| & fourth brought up the rear guaru
| with provisions. The third man,
| seomingly a Serbian officer, was lala
| on a couch, -He willingly closed his
eyes and turned his nead as light was
brought. Then ‘for the tfirst time, tie
physician, who had come to the houzc
from the stable, to watca the action

of the strangers, recognized in the
apparently sick man, King Peter o1
Serbia.

{ As his companions prepared the
semblance of a bed for him, the king,
between groans, .thanked them, but
declined food. One of his compai-
| fons, probably a physician, forced tae
lking to take a liquid nourishmen:,
[aftcr which the whole party sat for
a time in gloomy silence; then made
a pretense at sleeping. They resum-
ed the journey before dayligit.

ASSOCIATED ‘PRESS NEWS
FRON THE WAR FRONTS

v
Semlin, Austria-Hungary, Dec. 27.—
| A month ago the scene of fierce com-
bat between tie armies of Austria-
Hungary and Germany en 'one side,
and Serbia on the other, the Danube
has now returned to more peaceful
aspects. ‘Were it not for the partly
ruined towns and villages on its Serb-
ian bank, four snilitary pontoon brieg-
es, and boats and ‘barges loaded witn
troops and army materials, all traces
of the strugglé would be lacking in
the Danube landscape.

Along the” ‘Hungarian bank men
plow broad and fertile acres in the
plains, and wiaere the hills and moun-
tains' come close to the water hun-
dreds ‘of women and children gather
grapes, the harvesting of which was
retarded by the military operations.
An occasional, smoking siack height-
ens tae impression that life along
the Hungarian shore is again normas,
though the masses of soldiers in the

returned from a |

with' King 'Obiismqllne at the liousc

HE'S IN FIGHT FOR
G. 0. P. NOMINATION

Theodore Burton.

Former Senator Burton of Ohio i3
an active candidate for the Repub-
lican nomination for president. Hg
has established headquarterz . ay
Washington,

streets and along the river jetties in-
dicate that the regicn Is stilll in the
base zone in rear of 2 large army.

Up the Danube.

The Associated Press correspond-
ent made the trip up the Danube
from ‘Palamka, Bulgaria, to Orsova,
Hungary, aboard the Austrian moni-
tor, Sava, into wiich all the fruits
of experience in Danube warfare dur-
ing the last year have been embod-
ied. 'For a boat of her tonnage the
Sava, as also her sister saip, the
Temes, must be looked upon as a re-
markable example of how much heavy
and light artillery may be crammed
into small space. Her main Dattery
would do credit to a swmall cruiser,
while a speed of from 22 to 26 knots
makes the Sava class an enemy to
be respected. ¥

The monitor left Lom Palanka at
5:30 a. m. Driving sheets of rain anw
a cold wind drove everybody into the
ship’s cubby-hole of a mess room.
Hot téa and rum uelped to cheer
those whom a Jong walk through
Lom Palanka's muddy streets, and
finally a tightrope performance on
the timbers of an uncompleted jetty
had robbed of good humor. The ofi-
cers and men of the Austrian Danube
fleet have all seen service in tue
navy, and leing a genulne scafarer
and a light-hearted Austrian to hoot,
the coimmander of the Sava explain-
ed to the passenger that in addition
to having run the risk of slipping
from a wet stringpiece of the jetty
into tae deep, muddy water of tie
“blue” Danube, he might, during the
course of the day, sail skyward, 1m-
pelled by a Russian mine,

Five Hundred Mines.

“We have so far fisheG up over 5u0
mines,” he said. We have reason to
believe that there are anotler 300 in
the river, but the heavy rains which
have made life- in--Serbia for our
troops one long round of bad lan-
guage, have also caused the river to
80 up about four feet. The Sava
draws a little over four feet and the
mines generally lie from two to four
feet under the normal water leovel,
So we are fairly safe.”

“It would be interesting to know
how the Russians hoped Lo get those
mines out of the way in case they
bhad to do the job,” continued tae
commander. “The worst type of them
all, also of Russian manufacture, re-
mains alive, ready to go off at the
slightest touch, so long as you exeri
the slightest pull on the ring by
waich it is moored. At the same time
the mine cannot be brought out of its
horizontal, or floating position, with-
out its clectric contact arrangement
becoming alive. Then, off she goes.
The only way of getting rid of these
mines is to shoot them. Probably
that is how the Russians intended to
gel rid of them afterwards. If they
did they overlooked the fact that tie
mine has first to be found and that
in dragging for it .you are bound io
upset it sufliciently to cause explo-
sion.

Much has been said of tae destruc-
tion wrought by the Germans and
Austrian heavy artillery in Belgrade.
A day's inspection of the city shows
that the damage done to. city build-
ings of any sort is virtually nil. An
expenditure of $20,000 would make
good: whatever masonry and window
glass there was destroyed.  'But the
old fort, 'Kale Megdan, fared worse.
Its ancient walls were no match for
the modern shell. The deep moats
are filled with broken and powdered
brick. . Kale Megdan today is good
only for exhibition® purposes, though
for centuries it held its head 2igh
among the strong places that could
not be reduced. The strong walls
and deep ditches present a sorry
spectacle. Parts of the wall were
carried off bodily to great disltances
and the park in which tae Belgradi-
ans used to listen to good military
concerts is littered with bits of brick
and rock, which the “30.5" and the
“42" projectiles sent flying. At the
head of a walk stands a monument
commemorative of Serbia's delivery
from Turkish rule. The various types
of Serbia’s civil classes are shown in
adoration of a figure above them, the
last being a peasant, hard of face and
raw of bone. Through the muscular

legs and the sinewy arms bits of

steel have crushed. emblematic of
Serbia's fate, perhaps. -
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