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In Note to Senator Stone, He Says,"The 
Honor and Self Respect of the Nation 
Is Involved;" Is Confident His Policy 

Will Be Successful in Solving 
Question of Sea Warfare. 

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE WILL 
BE REPEATED TO LEADERS 

• Washington, Fd). 24—President Wilson, at the end of two clays 
of agitation in Congress, for some action warning Americans off 
armed merchant ships of European beligcrents, tonight wrote 
Senator Stone, of the Foreign Relations committee, that he 
could not consent to 'any abridgment, of the rights of American 
citizens in any respect. 

1 "The honor and self-respect of the nation is involved," ho 
naid. "We covet peace, and shall preserve it at any cost, but the 
the loss of honor." 

Makes Views Clear. 
The president expressed hope that 

explanations of the declared inten­
tions of the central European powers 
to sink all armed merchant ships 
without warning would put a differ­
ent aspect on a situation which now 
seems to present unsuperable obsta­
cles. 

"We have had no reason to ques­
tion their good faith or fidelity to 
their promises in the past," he added, 
"and 1 for one feel confident we shall 
have none in the future." 

the letter was in answer to one 
written late fills afternoon by Sena­
tor Stone, outlining the situation ex­
isting at l'ie capitol, where since 
yesterday morning persistent de­
mands had been made for some ac­
tion which might lessen the possi­
bility of war between the United 
States arid Germany. 

The president's statement will be 
repeated . tomorrow morning to 
Speaker Clarke, Representative 
Kitchin, majority leader, and Repre­
sentative Flood, chairman of the 
hoiiRe foreign affairs committee, who 
late today asked for an engagement 
in order to explain the position in 
which the house found .itself and 
asked ihe president for a statement 
of Ihe administration's views. 

Does Not Want War. 
In his letter, the president said: 

"I will do everything in my power to 
keep the United .States out of war," 
continuing in pari: 

"I think the country will feel no 
uneasiness about my course in that 
respect. Through mar.y Anxious 
months I .have striven for that ob­
ject, amidst difficulties more mani­
fold than can have been apparent 
upon the surface and so far I have 
succeeded. 1 do not doubt that I 
shall continue to succeed. 

"But in any event our duty is clear. 
No nation or group of nations has 
the right while tbe war is in progFess 
to alter or disregard the principles 
which all nations have agreed upon 
in mitigation of tbe, horrors and . suf­
ferings of war; and" if the clear 
rights of American citizens , should 
ever unhappily be abridged or denied, 
by any such actions, we should, it 
seems to me, have In no'nor no choice 
as to whait our own course shoiilu be. 

"It is important ^to reflect that if 
in this instance we allowed expedi­
ency to take the place of principle, 
the door would be inevitably open to 
still further concession. 

Will Lose Potency. 
"What we are contending for in 

this matter is of the very essence of 
the things that have made America 
a sovereign nation. She cannot yield, 
then without conceding her impo-
tency as a nation, and making vital 
surrender c£ her lnuependent posi­
tion among the nations of the world." 

The president wrote his letter dur­
ing the afternoon, shutting himself up 
in his study. His decision was to 
end all speculation over what the 
position of tne government was. 

At tbe state department today it 
was statSd that in its international 
aspect, the situation had not changed 
in the slightest degree for three or 
four days. Officials said nothing had 
been heard from Germany, in re­
sponse to the request of the United 
States for assurances that previous 
pledges made in the Lusitania and 
Arabic negotiations would not be nul­
lified byvthe campaign against armed 
ships. ' ' 

Today's developments in congress 
showed the administration leaders 
holding their lines against any such 
action as the president opposes. A 
canvass of the senate disclosed sen­
timents in favor of President Wil­
son's proposition oominating. 

Ma/ Warn Americans. 
In the senate, Senator Gore made 

an unsuccessful effort to introduce a 
concurrent resolution expressing the 
sentiment of congress that Ameri­
cans should keep oft armed ships and 
also a bill requiring Americans in 
procuring passports to take oath that 
they would not travel on such ships. 
Tonight, Senator Gore said he would 
ask tomorrow that the concurrent 
resolution lie on the table for a day. 

On the WSuse side. Representative 
~~ {Continued on Page Two) 

Contemplated Action by Presi­

dent Wilson Given as Reason 

for Slump. 
* 

ALL SMALL GRAINS 

SUFFER BIG DECLINE 
Chicago, Feb. H24.—RvariSrs^ that 

Ambassador von Bernstorff was about 
to be handed his passports smashed 
down the prices of wheat today 7Vt 
cents a liushel. In . the collapse, 
wjiieh was from an early advance, 
the M^y option fell from $1.24 VI to 
$1.17. The close was excited, 5 to 
5% cents under yesterday's finish, 
with May at $1.17%' and July at 
$1.14%. Other leading staples, too, 
all showed a deciiiled setback—corn 
1%' to 1% to 1% cents: oats 2 cents, 
and provisions 12%; to 25 cents. 

Almost a Panic. 
Conditions that bordereil on panic 

ruled in the wheat pit just before the 
end of the session. Flurried holders 
were tumbling over ea^i other in a 
rush to stop huge losses, which with 
unusual suddenness had resulted al­
most entirely from unverified reports 
that drastic action was imminent on 
the part of President Wilson in re­
gard to German plans for attacks by 
submarines. 

ONE GOOD BATTLESHIP 
TROY FLEET 

Admiral Winslow Tells the Naval 
Committee Pacific Fleet Is 

Useless. 
•Wshington, Feb. 24.—While the 

house militry committee was taking 
steps today toward getting its bill for 
increasing the regular army and fed­
eralizing the National Guard before 
the house within ten days, the naval 
committee was being informed by Ad­
miral Cameron R. Winslow, that the 
entire Pacific fleet, which he com­
mands, might be an easy victim for a 
single good enemy battleship. 

'Pressed by Representative Ste­
phens of California for an exact de­
scription of the ships under his com­
mand, Admiral Winslow said the force 
was wholly inadequate to meet any 
probable enemy in the Pacific. What 
plans the navy department has for 
meeting an emergency there, or in 
the Atlantic, however, he said, were 
matters of strategy, which he did not 
care to reveal except in confidential 
session. 

The military committee is making 
rapid progress in considering the bill 
Chairman Hay was authorized to 
frame and which now has been print­
ed confidentially. It is expected this 
draft will be made public this week. 

IOWA UK NILS 
WIT MUFF 

^Charles City, la., Feb. 24.—Frank 
Reams of Rockford, la., tonight shot 
and killed Deputy Sheriff Bowers and 
wounded his mother, who sought to 
prevent the son from firing the fatal 
shot, while resisting arrest at hl9 
home for the wounding, eaflier, of 
Coroner Yenerich. Reams was final­
ly disarmed and •brought to Charles 
City. Reams refused to say why tf£ 
fired at Coroner Yenerich. 
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FIERCE ATTACK 

Both Wings of French Army Are 

Forced Back by Teuton 

Onslaught. 

FRENCH GUNNERS ANSWER 

GERMANS SHOT FOR SHOT 

Russians Continue to Press Turks 

Back in the Caucusus 

Region. 
London, Feb. 24.—Inspired by the 

presence of their emperor and led by 
Crown Prinz (Frederick William, the 
German troops are engaged in one 
of the greatest battles of the war on 
the western front, centering around 
the fortress of Verdun. Attack has 
followed attack against the French 
line, after bombardments, incessant 
and terrific, continuing for several 
days. 

AVhile the Germans have not been 
able despite the rain of shells and 
furious onslaughts by the infantry, to 
break the French lines, nevertheless, 
the French on their right and left 
wings have been compelled to with­
draw their lines, respectively to the 
south of Ornes, and behind the town 
of Sanogneux, six miles north of the 
fortress. 

Germans Force Fighting. 
Only between Malanoourt and the 

left bank of the Muese has there 
been any diminution in the intensity 
of the artillery fire. With Brabant 
Haumont and Samogneux, aitfl the 
wooded sections north and northeast 
of Beaumont in their possession, the 
Germans.from the Meuse eastward to 
Fromezey, forcing the fighting, seem 
ingl.v: regardless of the cost of life. 

The French guns have answered 
the German guns shell for shell, and 
the casualties 011 both sides are very 
great. The French official report de­
scribes the battlefield between the 
Muese. and Ornes us pilot) wlrli O'er 
man dead. w 

. . . . R u s s i a n  S u c c e s s e s .  '  
On the Russian front, from tho 

Riga region to East Galicia, there 
have been engagements at various 
points, but no great results have 
been obtaih^cl by either side. In the 
Caucasus, the, Russians report con­
tinued successes in pressing back 
the Turks. The, usual activity > by 
•the Austrians and Italians on, the 
Italian front continues. 

Von Pohl Dead. 
Admiral von Pohl, whose retire­

ment because of ill health from the 
position of commander of the Ger­
man battle fleet was announced two 
days ago, died in Berlin. Von Pohl 
was born in Breslau, August 25, 1865. 
He received a commission as lieuten­
ant when 21 years old. 

Mauretania Released. 
The government has decided that 

the Cunard liner Mauretania can be 
released from hospital duty and re 
turned tp her owners. This state­
ment was made in the house of com­
mons today. The vessel v|jll return 
to the Atlantic service. 

Interest in Battle. 
The great Verdun battle, which is 

being watched in England with keen 
interest, is regarded here as the long 
expected big Cerman spring offens­
ive. It is pointed out that the 
French, profiting by their earlier ex­
periences in the war, now rarely 
hold their advance trenches strong­
ly, and that, therefore, their with­
drawal at some points to the second 
line is no sign of weakness. 

On the other hand, it is believed the 
Germans generally are pursuing the 
tactics of allowing the enemy to as­
sault in masses which involve enor­
mous sacrifices io the Germans. 

Message from L-19. 
A bottle has been picked up from 

the sea containing last messages of 
Zeppelin L-19, which was wrecked in 

(Continued on Page Two) 

P. TRAIN NO.2 
Uncouple Mail and Baggage Car 

and Force Engineers to Run 

Ahead. Blow Up Safe. 
Seattle, Wash., Feb. 24.—The 

Northern Pacific eastbound North 
Coast Limited t>iin No. 2 was held up 
tonight a mile and a half east of 
Covington, 25 miles east of Seattle. 
The robbers uncoupled the baggage 
and mail cars and compelled the en­
gine crew to haul the two cars up 
the track into a mountain forest. 

A short time after the baggage, 
mail cars and engine disappeared, 
passengers in the cars left standing 
on the tracks heard an explosion. It 
is supposed the robbers dynamited 
the express safe. Automobiles filled 
with deputy sherds were dispatched 
to the scene. 

ffae amount of loot obtained is not 
known here. ^ , 
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POLICE STI.U, HUNT 
FOB ANARCH IST-CHEP 

Jean Crones. 

Jean Crones, the anarchist-chef 
who tried to poison Archbishop 
Mundelein and three hundred of his 
guests at a diriper in Chicago, is still 
at large. He has written several let­
ters to New York newspapers and to 
the police, who hope to apprehend 
hin. in the nefur future. 

GILBREATH OFFERS 
E 

FOR NEW 
Bismarck, N. D., Feb. 24, 1916 

C. L. /oung, 
President Commercial Club, 

Bismarck, N. D. 
Dear Sir: 

I desire to inform you that I 
•have placed fn* M^row,'WIlh'tK?" 
First National Bank of Bismarck, 
an equivalent of $2,200, to be de­
livered to the proper official or 
officials of the proposed Bismarck 
Public Library, when certain pro­
gress has been made in establish­
ing such library, and when cer­
tain conditions have .been com­
plied with by such organization. 

The donation above referred to 
is the net amount accruing from 
the Fourth North Dakota Indus­
trial Exposition, held at Bismarck 
in 1914, except $23.34 which is be­
ing held to protect certain out­
standing obligations. Wishing you 
success with this laudable enter­
prise and a permanent benefit to 
the general public, I am, 

Yours very truly, 
W. C. GILBREATH. 

Portugal 
Seizes 36 

Vessels 
Lisbon, Portugal, Feb. 24.—The of­

ficial Gazette publishes the decree, 
under which lili German and Austrian 
merchant ships, lying in the Tagus 
river, were seized by the commander 
of the naval division here yesterday. 

It appears that the seizure was un­
der a law passed by parliament on 
February 7. The premier, in an in­
terview, affirms that the seizure is 
not an act of war, but simply a mea­
sure in the public interest. 

The Portuguese minister in Berlin 
has been instructed to explain to the 
German government the significance 
of the seizure, and give assurances 
that the rights of the owners will be 
respected. 

Portuguese crews have been placed 
on board the ships seized. 

BREAK SIX-DAY RECORD. 
Kansas City. Mo., Feb. 24.—Reggie 

McNamara and EcIS'e Madden to­
night won the six-day bicycle race 
here. The racers covered 1117 miles, 
announced by the management as 51 
miles ahead of the world's record. 

. 4 

CM HOUSE FOff 
"HO Of pwir 

A capacity house will greet Car-
lotta iMonterey and the all-star cast 
which will present "The Bird of Par­
adise" at the Auditorium, tomorrow 
night. The house was' entirely sold 
out yesterday, and any number of or­
ders hav.e been left for tickets which 
•may be uncalled for at the last min­
ute. The attraction is' reputed to be 
one of the best on the road. The com­
pany which appears here is the only 
company presenting "The iBird of 
Paradise," and is practically the same 
as the original compahy. Carlotta 
Monterey, the leading lady, is said to 
be even better than- her predeces­
sors in the role of "Luana," the Ha­
waiian girl. v. 
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SELECTED TO 
FILIJPCT 

Ticket Selected by Republicans of 

State For Convention Dele­

gates; File Monady. 

NO PRESIDENTIAL 

CANDIDATE AS YET 

Tuesday Is Last Day for Present­

ing Petitions Under Pri­

mary. 

August Usselnmim, Mfandan, one of 
the best known republicans on the 
Slope, has been selected as the can­
didate of the Twelfth Judicial dis­
trict republicans for delegate to the 
national convention at Chicago. He 
was selected to fill a vacancy. 

F. H. Sprague, Grafton, chairman 
of the state central committee, made 
the announcement yesterday. He will 
be in the city Monday to file the ten 
candidates selected by the judicial 
districts. 

These men are representative re­
publicans and have the support of 
the republican organization behind 
them. They are all sworn to support 
the presidential candidate who re­
ceives the endorsement of the North 
Dakota voters at the primaries March 
21. 

Tho ticket as it will be filed with 
the secretary of state is as follows: 

Presidential Electors. 
C. E. Johnston, tangdon, First Con­

gressional district. 
A. 'B. Cox, Valley Cily, Second Con­

gressional district. ) 
Walter F. iKelley, He!linger,,Third 

Congressional district. 
Robert Westacott, Gr'rfrfd ' frbrks, 

First Judicial district. 
Albert J. Ross, Stanley, .Eleventh 

Judicial district. 
Delegates to the National Convention 

James iMcCormick, Churchs Ferry, 
SecondJudicial,.<JMriP,t,.„ —. 
' "TolwrT 'B. Paulson, Hillsboro, Tliivd 
Judicial district. 

P. T. Kretschmar, Venturia, Fourth 
Judicial district. 

Luther L. Wlalton, Carrington, Fifth 
Judicial district. 

C. R Little, iBismarek, Sixth Judi 
cial district. 

E. Smith-Peterson, Pai'k River, Sev­
enth Judicial district. 

•Geo. P. HOmnes, Crosby, Eighth 
Judicial district. 

Albert Weber, Towner, Ninth Judi­
cial district. 

Claude C. Turner, Gladstone, Tenth 
Judicial district. 

August Usselmann, Mandan, 
Twelfth Judicial district. 

Next Tuesday is the last day for 
filing petitions for the presidential 
primaries. It is anticipated that La 
Follette's and Estabrook's names will 
be the only ones filed for president 
Cummins' manager is in the state 
now, enroute to Montana and western 
states, but it seems doubtful whether 
the Iowa senator will enter the North 
Dakota lists. 

Comment over the state generally 
has been very favorable to the ticket 
named by the various judicial dis­
tricts through separate caucuses, 
Every section of the state is repre 
sented and the ticket is one the re 
publicans of the state can depend up­
on to carry out the instructions of the 
voters as recorded at the primaries 
next month. 

* * * 

PE R R Y-BRU EGGER 
FIGHT WARMS UP 

Ellendale boosters at a meeting 
Wednesday evening adopted unanim 
ously the following resolution: 

"Whereas, Hector iH. Perry of this 
city is a candidate for democratic 
national committeeman and reposing 
special confidence in his integrity 
and ability, we, the Ellendale Boost­
ers' club, do hereby express our full 
endorsement of Mr. Perry and extend 

(Continued on Page Two) 

AUSTRIANS ATTACK 
l 

Train Laden With War Supplies 

Cut in Four Pieces by Sym­

pathizers. 
Tacoma, Wash.. Feb. 24.—Attacking 

a Great Northern railroad train laden 
with war supplies and automobiles 
for shipment to Russia, in the North­
ern Pacific freight yards in Tacoma 
today, six or eight men cut the air 
hoses in five cars and cut the train 
in four sections. 

The train crew, led by Conductor 
McLoughlin, fought them oft and cap-, 
tured two, who gave the names of 
Sam Rusky and John Ross, and their 
nationality as Austrians. 

Conductor McLoughlin said that 
while the train stood in the yard a 
group of men tried to secret them­
selves aboard. The crew drove them 
away two or three times. Just as the 
train was about to pull out, tbe at­
tack was made. 

CITY'S FIRST PUBLIC 
Presages Success for Project at Election 

To Be Held Next Monday; W. C. Gil-
breath Offers to Turn Over $2,200 f " 

Exposition Earnings to Assist 
New Public Institution. 

DEFINITE STATEMENT IS 
MADE BY C. L. YOUNG 

Chief Executive Says He Is Glad 

to Be Back, and That He 

Feels Fine. 

OTHER FORD DELEGATES 

ARRIVE ON SAME BOAT 

Between 400 and 500 Bismarelc people—young, old and middle-
aged, attended the opening of the Capital City's first public libf^ry;. 
and reading room in the Commercial club chambers last evenmgi» 
The interest shown by the Bismarck public in the infant institution; 
was received by those who arc back of Bismarck's library move-' 
meiit as a most favorable augury for the success of the permanent 
institution, whose fate is to be determined a special election 
next IVlouday, and this election was given especial attention bjc, 
the speakers of Ihe evening. -I 

GILBREATH S OFFER ' 
Coincident with this eomes the announcement of W. C. Gil-

breath, former Commissioner of Agriculture, that he has placed 
$2,200 in escrow at the First National Bank to ibe given over to 
the proper official, provided the mntter meets with success at the 
polls and other conditions are met. Mr. Gilbreath's letter appeare 
in another column and is self-ex-planatory. The offer should give 
additional impetus to the library project, for it means an immedi­
ate fund for books and periodicals. 

President Young Talkif *'• '* ' 
President C. L. Young, who acted 

as chairman, in an interesting 
and inspiring address, traced tbe 
library movement from 'the flwt 
application for a Carnegie appropri­
ation, made by iMayor F. H. Register 
in 1901; down through the yean in 
which the Civic league, under' tbe di­
rection of .Mrs. C. tM. 'Dahl, was prac­
tically the only force in the capital 
city"which kept tbe effort*alivef down 
to the time, less thaa.^ jeajuago* 
when the Commercial club took- up 
the effort, interesting the city com­
mission in Bismarck's need of a pub­
lic library, and finally to the crown­
ing of the city commission's campaign 
with success, when Secretary Ber­
tram of the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York advised 'President Lucas 
a few weeks ago that an appropria­
tion of $25,000 will be available for a 
library when the latter shall have 
been regularly established. 

Mr. Young laid particular empbasis 
upon the loyalty of the Civic league 
to tbe library cause, telling of the 
splendid work done by the ladies of 
this organization in keeping tbe spir­
it alive, and, within the past few 
weeks, in conducting a city-wide can­
vass for books, which netted more 
than 1,500 volumes. Mr. Young told 
of the work which has been done bjr 
Mrs. iMinnie C. Budlong, secretary of 
the iNorth. Dakota Public 'Library 
commission; Miss McPhee of the 
slate library, iMiss Carpenter of the 
state historical library and the 20, 
public-spirited Bismarck women who 
assisted in the trying work of index­
ing and cataloguing all of these books. 

The speaker referred to the estab­
lishment of the temporary library by 
the Commercial club and the setting 
aside of a room in the club headquar­
ters for this purpose. 

The Future. 
The Commercial club library is, at 

best, however, a makeshift, said Mr. 
Young. The club has temporarily 
surrendered space which it cannot 
well spare; executives are working in 
cramped, inadequate quarters, in or­
der that a beginning may. be made in 
the matter of a public library. This 
reading room will not be permanent; 
the club cannot afford to maintain it, 
and until a library is formally estab­
lished, by a vote of the IBismarek peo­
ple, there will be no funds for the 
maintenance of a library anywhere* 

The Carnegie Corporation offers 
Bismarck $25,000 for the erection and 
equipment of a library building. All 
that is asked of Bismarck in return is 
that this library be maintained, and 
for this purpose a fund of 12,600 is 
specified. Mts. Budlong, secretary of 
the North (Dakota Public Library com­
mission, said Mr. Young, is authority 
for the statement that no library 
worthy of the name can he suitably 
maintained for less than $2,500. 

To establish a library ajfed- to pro* 
vide this minimum sum for its main­
tenance is the purpose of next Mon­
day's election, stated; President 
Young. Should the proposition be re­
jected at the polls next Monday, Bis­
marck will be left in the same posi­
tion it has occupied, the unenviable 
one of a city of 7,000 without a li­
brary ; it will have on ltd hands the 
equipment of a .temporary library, 
with no quarters in which to house 
it, and with no funds with which to 
maintain it. 

The speaker described the modus 
operandi, as follows: If a majority 
of the electors vote next Monday to 
establish a public libraiy ia Bismarck, 
the city commission will appropriate 
for the maintenance of the fnetttn-
tion, but it will have notfcfaf la do 
with the selection of a site or witk 
expending the money so appropriated. 
The board of education electa 
brary commission, which setscts tho 
... (Continued on Pace "* 

Hoboken, N. J., Feb. 24.—Governor 
L. B. Hanna arrived on the Nieuw 
Amsterdam today and was met by 
President Hansel of Fargo college. 
The boat was delayed three days in 
England. 

"My, but I'm glad to get back," he 
said. "I feel iirst rate now, but 1 had 
a close call. I will rest a few days 
in New York, but I want to get back 
home as soon as 1 can. 

"The war will last a long time. 1 
do not look for an early peace. We 
found Norway very busy but the cost 
of neutrality is very great to their 
government. I do not c*«e to com­
ment now on the Ford peace party 
and of course, 1 know nothing of po­
litical conditions." 

Governor Hanna will leave for 
North Dakota Sunday. 

Eight more delegates who went to 
Europe as members of the Henry 
Ford peace expedition last December, 
arrived today on the Hollat|l Ameri­
can liner Nieuw Amsterdam. Mr. Ford 
went down the bay on a cutter and 
met the ship at quarantine. Gaston 
Plantiff, his business representative, 
after Mr. Ford himself left the party 
to return to America, stated today 
that the expedition had thus far cost 
his employer $400,000 and that his 
peace efforts are to be continued 
through delegates who remained in 
Europe. 

Jones Makes Statement. 
A statement issued by Dr. Jenkins 

Lloyd Jones of Chicago, one of the 
returning delegates, said that while 
members of the party "admitted the 
crudities and incoherences" of the 
experiment, because "the company 
was hastily gathered and therefore 
poorly organized," yet a very definite 
impression was made in gt least four 
of the neutral countries, a wide dis­
cussion of the principles of peace 
heing promoted, pacifists everywhere 
stimulated, and "cheer and hogelul-
ness carried to the men in the 
trenches." 

LOUISIANA TOWNS 
mi FOR AID 

New Orleans, Feb. 24.—Reports jof 
improveu conditions among flood vic­
tims in the vicinity of Newellton and 
St. Joseph wrsre offset tonight by ap­
peals for aid from three Louisiana 
towns, which previously had not been 
reported in distress. 

Immediate relief was requested in 
messages to Governor Hall from 
Bayou, <?ortableau, in St. Landry 
parish; Serena, in Cathoula parish 
and Lismore in Concordia parish, . 

* • 

a- -f r^£ y!r fx f*- * * v.* 

(vv:;; 

m 

X'L 

:• :-v : 

•sv:; •Jt'l 


