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CHAPTER L

There is a midlanl city in the heart
of rair, open country, a dirty and won-
derful city nesting dingily in the fog
of its own smoke. The stranger must
feel the dirt hefore he feels the won-
der, for the dirt wiil be upon him in-
stantly. At a breeze he must smother
in whirlnools of dust, and if he should
decline at any time to inhale the smoke
he has the meager alternative of sui-
cide.

Not quite so long ago as a genera-
tion there was here no heaving, grimy
city; there was bt a pleasant hig town
of neighborly people who had under-
standing of one another,

But there was a spirit abroad in the
land, and it was strong here as else-
where—a spirit it haag moved In fhe
depths of the American soil and la-
bored there, sweating, till it stirred the

surface, rove the mountains, aml |
emerged, tangible and monstrous, the |
god of all good American hearts—Big- |

And so the place grew, Aund it
grew strong.

The Sheridan bnliding was the hig-
gest skyseraper; the Sheridan ‘T'rust
company was the bigeest of its kind,
and Sheridan himself had been the hig-
gost huilder and breaker and truster
und buster under the smoke. e had
cowe from a country ecrossronds, at
the beginning of the growth, and he
had gone up and down in the hooms
and relapses of that period: but each
time he went down he rebounded a
little higher, until finally, after a year
of overwork and anxiety—the latter
not decreased hy a chance, remote but
posulble, of recuperation from the for-
mer in  the penitentiary—he  found
Limeelf on top, -with solid substance
under his feet: and thereafter “played
ft safe.”  But his hunger to get was
unabated, for it was in the very bones
of him and grew flercer.

He was the city incarnate. e loved
1t, calling it God’s country, as he catled
the smoke Prosperity, breathing the
dingy “clotft-wihs rolp itle sinokee”
wans one of his great enthusingms; he
laughed at o committee of plaintive

HEeSS,

He Called the Smoke Prosperity,

nousewives who called to beg his aid
against it. “Smoke’s what brings your
husbands’ money home on Saturday
night,” he told them jovially. “You go
home and ask your husbands what
smoke puts in their pockets out o' the
pay roll—and you'll come around next
time to get me to turn out more smoke
instead o' chokin® it off!”

It wag Narcissism in him to love the
city so well; he saw his reflection in
it; and, Hke it, he was grimy, big,
careless, rich, strong, and unquench-
ably optimistic. Just as he profoundly
believed his city to be the finest city
in the world, so did he believe his fam-
ily to be—in spite of his son Bibbs—
the finest family in the world. As a
matter of fact, he knew nothing worth
knowing about either.

Bibbs Sheridan was a musing sort
of boy, poor in health, and considered
ihe failure—the “odd one"—of the
family. Born during that most danger-
ous and anxious of the early years,
he was an ill-nourished baby, and
grew meagerly, only lengthwise,
through a feeble childhood. At his
christening he was committed for life
to “Bibbhs” mainly through lack of
imagination on his mother’s part, for
though it was her maiden name, she |
had no strong affection for it. One |
day when the sickly boy was nine, be |

requested with unwouted - vehemence '
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Fwent by.

| win inside
vickety youth, sallow and hollow and

to be allowed to exchange names with

his older brother, Roscoe Conkling
Sherfdan, or with the oldest, James

Sheridan, Jr., and upon being refused
went down into the cellar and re
mained there the rest of that day. And
the cook, descending toward dusk, re
ported that he had vanished; but a
search revealed that he was in the
conl-pile, completely covered and still
burrowing. Removed by force and
carried upstairs, he maintained a eryp-
tie demeanor, refusing to utter a syl
lable of explanation, even under the
laxh. This obvious thing was wholly |

| . mystery to both parents; the mother |

|
|
I
i
was nonplused, failed to trace and |
connect; amd the father regarded his |
son as a stubborn and mysterious fool, I
an Tmpression mT0éMaced as the years ‘
At twenty-two Rihhs was physically !
no more than the outer scaffolding of
n man, waiting for the building to be-
a long-shanked, long-faced,

hageard, dark-haired and  dark-eyed,
with a pecunliar expression of counte-
nance: fndeed, at first sight of Bihbs
Sheridan he seemed upon the point of l
tears.  To a slightly longer gaze, not |
grief. but mirth, was revealed as his |
emotion; hut Bibbs never, on any oc-
casion in his lite, either laughed aloud
or wept.

Ile was a “disappointment™ to his
father. At least that was the pavent's |
word—a contirmed and established |
word after his first attempt to make |
tt “husiness man” of the boy. He sent
3ibhg to “begin at the bottom and
leara from the ground up” In the ma-
chine shop ol the Sheridan Automatie |
Pump works, and at the end of six |
months  the family physician ]
Libbs to begin at the bottom and learn
rrom the ground up in a sanitarium,

“You needn’t worry, mamma,” Sher-
idan told his wire.  “There’s nothin'
the matter with Bibbs except he hates
work so much it makes him sick. |
put him in the machine. shop, apd 1
S0ed8 T kg SORE T deT TSt
as well as the next man. Ole Doce Guir-
ney always was one o' them nutty
alarmists. Does he think I'd do any-
thing 'd be bad for my own flesh
and blood? He makes me tired!"”

Anything except perfectly definite
health or perfectly definite disease was
incomprehensible to  Sheridan. He
had a genuine conviction that lack ot
physical persistence in any task in-
volving money must be due to somc
subtle weakness of character itself, tc
some profound shiftlessness or slyness

“Look at me,” he said. *“Look at
what I did at his age! Why, when |
was twenty years old, wasn't I up ev:
ery morning at four o'clock choppin
wood—yes! and out in the dark and
snow—to build a fire in a country gro
cery store? And here Bibbs has to g«
and have a doctor because he can't—
Pho! It makes me tired! If he'd gone
at it like a man he wouldn't be sick.”

He paced the bedroom—the usual
setting for such parental discussions—
in his night gown, shaking his big,
arizzled head and gesticulating to his
bedded spouse. “My Lord!" he =said.
“If the little, teeny bit o' work like
this is too much for him, why, he ain’t
fit for anything! It's nine-tenths imag-
ination, and the rest of it—well, 1
won't say it's deliberate, but T would
like to know just how much of it's put
on!”

“Bibbs didn't want the doctor.” sald
Mrs. Sheridan. “It was when he was
here to dinner that night, and I noticed

sont

how he couldn’t eat anything, Honey,
vou better come to bed.”
“Fat!™ he snorted. “Eat! TIt's work

that makes men eat! And there's an-
other thing you'll netice about good
health, if you'll take the trouble to
look around you, Mrs. Sheridan: bhusy
men haven't got time to be sick, and
they don't get sick. You just think
it over, and you'll find that 99 per
cent of the sick people you know are
either women or loafers. Yes, ma'am!”

“Honey,” she said again, drowsily,
“you hetter come to bed.”

“Look at the other boys,” her hns-
band bade her. “Look at Jim and Ros-
coe. Look at how they work. Right
now there isn't a harder-workin’,
brighter business man in this city than
Jim. [I've pushed him, but he give me
something to push against. You ecan't
push ‘nervous dyspepsia!’ And look
at Roscoe; just look at whit that boy’'s
done for himself, and barely twenty-
seven years old—married, got a fine
wife, and ready to build for himself
with his own money when I put up the
new house for you and Edie.”

“Papa, you'll eateh cold in your bare
feel” she murmured. “You'd better
come to bed.”

“And I'm just as proud of Edie, for
a girl,” he continued, emphatically, “as
I am of Jim and Roscoe for boys.
She’ll make some man a mighty good
wife when the time comes. She's the
prettiest and talentedest girl in the
United States! I tell you I’'m mighty
proud o' them three children! But

[ house,

“for thfntt-they ought 10*’

Bibbs—" He paused, shaking bls

“Honest, mamma, when [ talk
to men thar got all their Lboys doin’
well and worth their salt, why, I have
to keep my mind on Jim and Roscoe
and forget about Bibbs.”

Mrs. Sheridan tossed her head fret-

head.

fully upon the pillow. *“You did the
best you could, papa,” she said, impa-
tiently,. “so come to bed and quit re-
proachin’ yourself for it.”

He glared at her indignantly. “Re-
proachin’ myself!” he snorted. *I ain't
doin’ anything of the kind! What in
the name o' goodness would T want to
reproach myself for? And it wasn't
the ‘hest T could,” either. It was the
best anybody could. I was givin’ him
a chance to show what was in him and
make a_man of himself—and here he

Foes and gels ‘nervais “dyspepsia” om |

me!

e went to the old-fashioned gas
fixture, turned out the light, and mut-
tered his way morosely into bed,

“What?" said his  wife, crossly,
bothered by a subsequent mumbling,

*“More like hookworm, I suid,” he ex-
plained, speaking londer. 1 don’t
know what to do with him!”

CHAPTER Il

Reginning at the heginning and
learning from the ground up was a
long course for Bibbs at the sanita-
rlum, with milk and “zwieback” a9
the basis of Instruction; and the
months were many and tiresome be-
fore he was considered near enongh
graduation to o for a walk leaning
on a nurse and @ cane. These and sub-
sequent monthg saw the planning, the
hullding aud the completion of the new
and it was to that abode of
Bigness that Bibbs was brought when
the c¢ane, without the nurse,
found suflicient to his support.

Fdith met him at the station, “Well,
well, Bibbs!” she said,
slowly through the gates, the last of
all the teavelers from that train. Do

come? You certainly don’t look well!”

“But I certainly do look hetter,” he
returned, in a volce as slow as his
eait: a drawl that was a necessity,
for when Bibbs tried to speak quickly
he stammered. “Up to abont a month
aro it took two people to see me. They
had to zet me in a line between ‘em!”

ndith id not: turn herisyes (diréotly
toward-him agaln, after her firat quiek
glance; and her expression, in ‘splte
of her, showed a faint, troubled dis-
taste. She was nineteen, fair and slim,
with small, unequal features, but a
prettiness of color and a brilliancy of
eves that created a total impression
close upon beauty. There was some-
thing about her, as kind old ladies say,
that was very sweet; and there was

something that was hurried and
breathless. Bibbg bent upon her a
steady, whimsical scrutiny as they

stood at the curb, waiting for an au-
tomobile across the street to disengage
itself from the traffic.

“That's the new car,” she said. “Ev-
erything’s new. We've got four now,
besides Jim's. Roscoe’s got two.”

“Edith, you look—" he begaa, and
paused.

“Oh, we're all well,” she said brisk-
lv: and then, as if something in his
tone had canght her as significant,
“Well, how do I look, Bibhs?"

“You look—" He paused again, tak-
ing in the full length of her—trim,
brown shoes, scant, rough skirt, coat
of brown and green, mad little rough
hat in the mad mode—all suited to the
Octoher day.

“How do T look?” she ingisted.

“Yonu look,” he answered, as his ex-
amination ended upon an incrusted
watch of platinum and enamel at her
wrist, “you look—expensive!”

“I expect 1 am!” she laughed.
you want Claus to belp you in?”

“Oh, no,” said Bibbs.
And after a fit of panting subsequent
to his climbing info the car unaided.
he added, “Of course, I have to tell
people!”

“We only got your telegram this
morning,” she said, as they began to
move rapidly through the *“wholesale
district” nelghboring the station.
“Mother said she'd hardly expected you
this month.”

“They seemed to be through with
me up there in the country,” he ex-
plained, gently. “At least they sald
they were, and they wouldn't keep me
any longer, because so many really
sick people wanted to get in. They
told me to go home—and I didn't have
any place else to go. It'll be all right,
Edith; I'll sit in the woodshed until
dark every day.”

“Pshaw!” She laughed nervously.
“Ofr course we're all of us glad to have
yon back.”

“Yes?” he said; “Father?”

“Of course! Didn't he write and tell
you to come home?” She did not turn
to him with the question. All the
while she rode with her face directly
forward.

“No,” he said; “father hasn't weit-
ten.” ——

(To be continued mext week.)
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H. H. Bond of Amidon is a busi-

ness visitor in the city,

 Dr——
J. F. Divine of Marmarth has ar-
rived in the city for a short sojourn.
 C—
If Hair's Your Pride Use
o—
Mrs. Jake Johnson of Mandun was
a capital city visitor the last of the
week,

Herpicide,

CHANGES RESIDENCE.
Mr. and 'Mrs. W. Lowth have mov-
ed from 313 Seventh street to 225
Twelfth street.

—.—
If Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide.

omtmm— et
MENOKEN VISITORS HERE.
D. J. Warner of Menoken was
among the business visitors in the
capital city Saturday

BRITTIN VISITOR HERE.
T. G. Cooper of Brittin was in the
capital city yesterday, transacling
business and calling on friends.

M. H. Finlayson of Grand Farks, re-

presenting the Hershey Chocolate
Co., arrived in the city Iriday and

will transact business here for sev-
eral days.

1f Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide.

—
RETURNS TO VALLEY CITY.
Albert Hoffman, Wwho has been a
patient in the Bismarck hospital for
some time, has returned to his home
[in Valley City.

' LEAVES HOSPITAL.
N. M. Jewett, who has been a pa-

wus |

as he v:mml

“I'm alive.” |

tient in the Bismarck hospital, was
fable to leave the institntion Saturday
and return to his  home in Sixth
| street,

| m——
{1 Hair's Your Pride Use

SALESMAN BUYS CAR.

! Henry Holtz, the popular salesman
| for the Patrick-Duluth company of Du-
{ luth, has bought a Studebaker seven-
1p;|ssn|1gn|' car from the Bismarck
l Motor Co.

 ——

| THREE CARS COMING.

! Three Vim auto trucks have bern
] purchased from the National Highway
| Motor Co. for the nse of the newly
formed Merchants Delivery Co. They
i are especially equipped bodies for this
l kind of work.

Herpicide.

——

Pride Use Herpicide,

Your

1, 0. O. F.
I Capital City Lodge No. 2 will give
the Second and Third degrees next
i Tharsday night. All members are re-
{quested lo be present. A banquet
{will be served after the meeting, Vis-
liting Dbrothers welcome.

MASONIC MEETING.

| There will be a regular meeting of
| Bismarck Lodge No. i, A. F. & A, M.,
Monday evening, March 20, The .
(. degree will he  conferred.
l.\l«mlwrs and visitors always cordinl-

If Hair's

also

i m--‘,mi-iuyxnu.-&lvnl. “AThY i fa- Tl

iIf Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide,
| S—
PENSION COMMITTEE MEETING.
A meeting of (he board of teachers’
pensions or retivement fund, held in
the office of the superintendent of
public instructionat the capitol, Sal-
urday. Supt. Berg of Dickinson, Supt.
Haig of Devils Lake met with M

Taylor,

M. B. A. MEETING,

The regular meeting of Bismarek
Lodge No. 1018 will be held in K. P,
hall Monday evening. All cificers and
members are earnestly requested (o
be present. A large class will be ini-

tiated. Meeting will be called at 8:15
sharp. (GGRANT MARSH, Sec'y.

 —— .
If Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide.

ATTENTION VOTERS 5TH DIST,
On account of occupation of the
building where general election was

v hich time he took a very active part
in the National
missioners ol lnsurance,
secretary for three terms.  Under Mr,
Cunningham’s management the Mon-
tana Life has made the most phenom-

enal record of any company in the
United Swates for growth.  Last year,
with forty other companies doing bus-

Association of Com-

serving  as

iness in Montana, it wrote one out of
every live applications,
Mr. Cunningbam is  exceedingly

well pleased with business prospects
in Nor:h Dakoia and savs he likes
Bismarck hetter every time he comes
back.

If Hair's Your Pride Use

WOMAN 1S CANDIDATE
FOR SUPERINTENDENT
OF BILLINCS SCHOOLS

Herpicide,

Medora, N. D., March I8N -—Miss
Mabel 1. Rapp, a graduate of  the
Oakes, 'N. )., high school and  the

Mayville Normal, is a  candidate
or superintendent of schools of Bill-
ings county, having just made her an
nouncement.

Miss Rapp has been a
the county since 1014, filing on a
homestead near Medora. She is now
teaching at Frybury, this county,

resident of

If Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide.

DICKINSON REPRESENTED.

Dickinson, N. D., March 18.—The
appointment ot W. 1., Richards on the
board of directors for the Provident
Life Insurance company of Bismareck
is the first time that the western
part of North Dakota has been rec-
ognized on the directory of a life in-
surance company. Director Richards
is in the banking business in Dick-
inson.

If Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide.

For Piles

A Free Trial of Pyramid Pile Treat.
ment Will Be Just Like Meet-
ing a Good 0ld Friend.

If not, why
dolust mall
Wity oo
Pyrpwid e
Treatment o i t -why not
you? Mail coupon gow or get i foe box from
anydrugeist anywhere, Take nosubstituto,

FREE SAMPLE COUPON
PYRAMID DRUG COMPANY

s Py vtamid Bldg,, Murshn}l, Mich, §,

Kindly send wme o Frea sample of

yo
don'tsyous
coupon Ix
you, Othe

Pyeamid Pile Treatment, in plait wrappet.
Name...... Seseeasesstesessecsves e
Street sceevonee cessssisessscanene

[ 85 § & " A P S B A State.....>

WOouULD ADD TWO TO
MEMBERSHIP OF COUNTY
BOARD IN MOUNTRAIL

March 18.—Petitions
are being circulated in Mountrail
county asking the creation of five
commissioner districts. These would
1eplace the present syvstem of three
districts, increasing the membership
of the conunty hoard.

Stanley, N, D.,

T'wenty per cent ol the voters of
the county must petition the county
board for action before an election

can-be called. It is proposed to hold
the election at the time of the June
primaries,

——
BROTHER IS KILLED,

Clerk Met Death In Railroad

Wreck Near' Denver.

Kildeer, N. D., March 18.—H., Lune
din received a telegram stating that
Mrs. Lundin’s brother, Chas. Math.
ews, a railway mail clerk out of Den-
ver, (fol, met his death in a wreck
on the day previous.

Mail

ousine height,

wide.

good taste,

or Roadster,

sler
(r.o. b,

MissouriValley Motor Co.
Bismarck, N. D. :

ROTHERS

WINTER CAR

Ease of entrance and
exit is not the least of
theattractions of these
Winter Cars

The doors are of standard lim-
They open at a
touch of the handles, and swing
The windows are adjust-
able for ventilation: yet there
is clear vision on all sides,
holstery and fittings are all in

Up-

The tire mileage is unusually high.
The price of the Winter Touring Car
complete, includ-
ing regular mohair top, is

$950 (f. 0. b. Detroit)

The price of the Touring Car or Road-
complete is
Detroit)

$785

1500

held, corner Fifth street and Broad-
vay, the polling place for primary
election March 21 will be in the Soo

hotel building. T. H. POOLE,
Inspector.

SUMMER SCHOOL.
A meeting of twelve superintend-
ents of the counties considered as the

lic Instruction 1. J. Taylor Saturday
at the capitol, and arranged for a
summer school of six weeks at Dick-
inson. The opening date will be June
| 19 and extend until July 22. Commit-
| tees were appointed and one in partic-
ular, composed of superintendents,
Ward of Stark, Viull of Dunn and Mc-
Culloch of = Billinzs, to engage in-
[ structors for the school. Superintend-
ent of the city schools of Diekinson,
Mr. Berg, has been asked to be cen-
ductor of the school this year. This
committee will arrange for other
members of the faculty.

 ———rere? . o
OIf Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide,

——
TO THE STOCKMEN.
Commissioner R. F. Flint
department of agricullure and labor
issues the following statement with
reference to stock brands:

“By reason of the fact that the de-
partment’s appropriation for postage
is limited and insulficient, in so far
as the same applies to this case, the
department deems it inadvisable to
attempt acknowledgment of the thou-
sands of ‘brand owners' statements’
| relative to their brands and returned
ito this department for comparison,
provided the statement couforms to
our records.

“The stock brand owners of the
state ean rest assured that their man-
ner of branding conforms to the rec-
ords of the department in every re-
gpect in the absence of any reply
with reference to this matter from
this branch of the state government.

1f Hair's Your Pride Use Herpicide.

—
/ VISITS AGENCY FORCE.
' H. R. Cunmningham, the general
{ manager of the Montana Life Insur-
ance company, has returned to Helena
after a two-days visit with 8. D. Cook
and the Dakota agency force.

Mr. Cunningham is one of the best
known insurance men in the country,
having been insurance commissioner

slope met with Superintendent of Pub- |

of the|

' _ There are about 1500
automobile motor.

friction ?

There is only one way

We have that oil—just

One of the four grades

| oils is scientifically correct for your car,
| Chart of Recommendations, published an-

of Montana for eight years during

to protect!

in your car are fully protected against undue

use a high-quality oil whose body exactly fits
the lubricating requirements of your motor.

tires, gasoline and other accessories and make
correct, prompt repairs whose quality proves
our prices the most economical in town,

| nually by the Vacuum Oil Company, speci-
| fies the one that is correct.

At the right we print part of the complete Chart.
If your car is not mentioned, drive around and we
will be glad to show you the complete Chart and
give you a copy of “Correct Lubrication,” the latest
and most informative booklet on the subject.

Bismarck, N. D.

Mobiloils

A grade for each type of motor

parts

use

motor and enclosed chains,
recommendations cover all models
of both pleasure and commercial
vehicles unless otherwise noted.

Correct Lubrication

Explanation: Inthe chart, the
etter opposite the car indicates the
grade of Gargoyle Mobiloils that
should be used.
means  “‘Gargoyle Mobilvil A,”
“Arc.” means “Gargoyle Mobiloil
Arctic.”

For example: “A”

For all electrical vehicles
Gargoyle Mobiloil “A” for
The
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