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STAGGERING TAX BURDEN OF MORE 
THAN $36,000,000.00 IMPOSED BY 
WILD THEORIES 0F-T0WNLEY BUND 
Assistant Attorney General F. 

E. Packard Analyzes Abstract 
of Taxes for 1919 Just Issued 
By Commissioner Wallace— 
Load Shifted from Personal 
Property to Real, and John 
Farmer Is Made the Goat 

•-

How a staggering tax burden of 
more than $:{0.00(>.U()0 has been im-
jiosed u|H>ii North Dakota b.v the wild 
theories, inetlieietieies of extrava­
gances of the Town ley government, 
aud how* the bulk of the load has been 
shifted from iiersonal property to real 
—from the shoulders of bond-holders, 
mrotgage-owncrs, railways, telegraph, 
telephone,. express and freight line 
comiwinies to the farmers, is shown in 
a careful analysis of the abstract of 
taxes for 1919 made public tinlay by 
Assistant. Attorney General F. E. 
Packard, formerly chairman of the 
North Dakota tax commission. 

Mr. Packard's statement is as fol­
lows : 

"When I made the prediction last 
April that the tax burden upon farm 
lands in North Dakota would be in­
creased fnore than fifty percent by 
•he new tax laws, a howl of indigna­
tion'went out from the Townley news­
paper*. -The justification of that pre­
diction It at hand. The alist.ract of 
taxes- for 3!tl!t has been completed 
by the State Tax Commissioner, and 
with Nelson County estimated, the to­
tal general projierty tax levy for I'.ll'.t 
for the state and all its political sub 
divisions is .$28,201 .'.Xi«.::o as against 
$20.3iK>.GS2.17 for 1018, or an increase 
of $7.802.284.1.'! or .'!!> percent. This 
is the most astonishing increase that 
this state has ex|H>rienced since state­
hood, but this does not tell the entir; 
story as to farm, lands. 

TAX BURDEN SHIFTED 
"As I suggested last year, the tux 

lias been shifted by the new laws 
from personal property and from the 
public .service co'ri»oratioiis to real es­
tate. . According to a compilation of 
the State Tax Commissioner, in 1018 
farm land, exclusive of improvements, 
bore 54.S9 percent of the total tax 
burden, while in 1910 it bore 70o0 
jierceut.- In other words, in 1918 farm 
lands bore $l1.l97.385.fi4 of the total 
tax burden while in 1919 the burden 
borne by them had Increased to $19,-
742.903.49; a total shifting to farm 
lands of $S.<J45.517.8,j, or an increase 
over, .the burden of J91S of. 77.22 Jxer-
eent. This percentage indicates both 
the shifting of the tax incident and 
the increase in the tax burden. It 

means.that the farmers' tax bill has 
been increased on his real estate bj 
more' tlian 77 percent during the last 
yea*, '  , 

' 'To' -  be sure there are some offsets 
to this ;  increase. There ris a slight 
shift..[from farm personalty to other 
personalty. . In 1018 farm improve­
ments. paid J.IM>7 percent .of .the total 
t«tx btmlen. Assuming that that riltio 
\fillllii have held good in the 

* oWu^rs of acre property saved $504.-
"I79.06 In 1010. According tp the State 
Tax; Commissioner in! .1918 farm per­
sonal property/phid . $.1&! '.peW'i;ut-,of 
the. total tax .burden, oi;-$1.87^,332:00. 
In 1919: it jiiiid jjereent of tin1 

total tax .burden Or S1.G08.87.H.00. 
IJere also is a savivng to the owner 
of acre property of ^SO-I.-t.'i-I.OO, Add­
ing this to the saving j>n farm im­
provements we get a total saving of 
$1.429,0.'!.'!. Deducting this from the 

. total 1919 burden upon acre property 
we get $10,74i!,90.'!.(Ki; offsetting the 
burden on farm land to that extent wt 
reduce it to $18..'!1.'!.S70.W or 04.43 
jiercent. THIS FIGURE *>4.40 i>erccnt 
UKI'KKSEXTS THE ACTUAL AYER-
AGE INCREASE OF TIIE STATE IN 
THE TAX IH'RDEX LI'ON FAIUl 
LANDS. 

MANY SPECIAL TAXES 
"In addition to the direct burden 

there are a number of special taxes. 
The oil tax is a sales tax upon gaso­
line and kerosene. That i>ortion of 
the flat, three cents an acre tax for 
the Hail Insurance Department which 
is levied uix>n land not insured mid 
for which n<> benefit is received, is a 
direct tax burden upon all tillable 
land not insured in the state hail in­
surance department, and will always 
remain a burden, even under a com­
pulsory law. since it is applied to 
unbroken tillable land as well a< 
broken tillable land. The motor ve­
hicles have been withdrawn from gen 
qral taxation, and the ijurden they 
bore has fallen upon other properly, 
so that the difference between tha 
present, tax and the old license fees, 
is an added burden. The stocks and 
bonds tax is a tax of fifty cents a 
thousand upon the actual value or 
stocks ami bonds of all cor|>orations 
transacting busines in the state. Tlie 
miscellaneous burden includes butter 
fat tax. lawyers' tax. and a great 
many fees and taxes not otherwise 
enumerated. To recapitulate: 
General Property tax.. .$28.21 Jl.'.HMi..'!') 
Oil tax 
Acre Hail tax 510.20y.7li 
Motor vehicle 456.842.4'• 
Stocks and bonds tax .. 215.000.00 
Miscellaneous taxes ... 225.0OO.OO 

KOLCHAK'S FATE 
TOLD BY MEMBER 
•OF HIS CABINET 

Peking. Tuesday, Feb. 17.—De­
tails of the capture of Admiral 
Kolcliak. former head of the all 
Russian government in Siberia 
who was executed by soviet revo­
lutionists in Irkutsk on February 
7. have been learned through the 
receipt of a telegram by Iiear 
Admiral Smirnov, minister of 
marine in the Kolchak cabinet, 
who, a short time ago, reached 
this city. Czech forces guarding 
Kolchak evidently were induced 
to surrender him in older that 
their evacuation of Irkutsk might 
be facilitated. 

WAR'S CRIPPLED HEROES . VISIT HOME OF GEORGE . 
WASHINGTON AND ARE GLAD THEY ARE AMERICANS 

'Looks Just Like Home," One Boy Exclaimed, and Another Figured on Having 
"a Place Like It Myself Some Day" 

LEAGUE PLACES 
SLATE IN FIELD 
OPPOSING G.O.P. 

Nonpartisans Repudiate Action 

of Young Republicans in 

Recent Meet 

PUT UP TOWNLEY SLATE 

Men and Woman Active in Move­

ment Recommended for i 

Vote at Primary 

Hillsboro, N. D.. Feb. 21.—One 
hundred "progressive" republicans 
met in informal session at the cour: 
house here yesterday, endorsed a 
ticket of delegates to the republican 
national convention and presidential 
electors in opposition to the slates 
picked by the two republicah state 
conventions at Bismarck and adopted 
resolutions urging William Lemke, 
chairman of the republican state cen­
tral committee, to call a meeting of 
the committee at the earliest possi­
ble date for the endorsement of the 
candidates picked at Hillsboro, who 
are: 

DELEGATES 
George M, Gannon, Ashley; Tom 

Madden, 'Bismarck: Fred Eckert, 
Williston: 'Lieut. Leigh J. Monson, 
Fargo: Ole Gilbertson, Towner; H. 
H. Aaker. Grand Forks; W. J. Moz-
ley, Dickinson; 'Mrs. M. A. Hudd. Far­
go; R. Rose, Minot; R. M. Poindexter, 
.Jamestown. 

PRESIDENTIAL .ELECTORS 
J. S. Underwood, l^nderliri. Charles 

Joyce,'"Bowman; Miss X. M..$heridkn. 
Mohall; Al'bert Bakker, Harrison; 
Axel Backer. Fargo. 

JOHN'S OX (ENDORSED 
The Hillsboro convention, called by 

E'. F. Baker of Glenburn, a director 
in the Equity society, also endorsed 
the presidential Candidacy of Senator 
Hiram W. Johnson of California.. 

H. M. Heridrickson of Simcoe acted 
as permanent chairman and Howard 
R. Wood, lieutenant governor, as 
secretary. 

YOUXG CONVENTION* SCORED 
Judge N. C. Young and the conven­

tion held in Bismarck tnis week were 
scored for attempting to "usurp the 
powers and read out of-^fflce the leg­
ally elected republican state central 
committeemen;" their recent meet­
ing was referred to as a rump con­
vention of "disgruntled and reaction­
ary politicians," who were denounc­
ed lor their "audacity" in asking can­
didates for the presidency not to file 
as candidates in North Dakota, ana 
for their insistence upon an unin-
structed delegation. 

The Hillsboro convention is regard­
ed as strictly a league affair, and the 
fact that such prominent Xonparti-. 
sans as Lieut.-Gov. Howard R. Wood 
of Bowman and others, including 
Charles Joyce, now sheriff of .Bow­
man county, and who was a witness 
in the Kate Richards O'Hare case, is 
taken to indicate that the meeting 
was prompted by and will receive 
the official sanction of A. C. Townley 
and William Lemke. 

< 

W&T i ̂  

Tin- Washington family chcle, thf 
general and Mrs. Washington and her 
two children, to whom Washington was 
"father and friend.' as well as gmm 
ian. Inset is a picture of the Wash­
ington coach, now kept at Mt. Vernon, 
and below is Washington's bed. The 
bed and furnishings unchanged and 
scareelv touched bv the hand of time. 

WAR CRIMINALS 
WILL BE TRIED 

IN OLDLEIPZIG 
Preliminary Steps For Arraign­

ment of Acused Now 
Being Taken 

SEVEN JUDGES WILL ACT 

Rerlin. Feb. 21. — ] :reiimiuary pro-
red ings in a nutnlier of cases of Ger­
mans accused of violations of the laws 
of war have already begun and prog­
ress is being made in the. collection 
of documentary material. Dr. Schifferj 
minister of justice, told the represent­
ative of the Zvoelfblatt yesterday. 
The mjnister said that accused per­
sons Wtnild be.' tried at Ix'ipzig by a 
court consisting of' the customary 
seven judged. , '  .. 

Gfrmaii jvitne..->('s will be.heard in 
aceoivlanfo,-with criminal trial, regub?-' 
tions ijW witnesses, will be .examined 
abroad,if they do not caif.o to come; io 
Germany. It was indicated a .German 
examining ina&isf raV1 would go'to other' 
countries to be present.at the'taking 
of evidence. 

Gefmah authorities will do every­
thing to cxiicdifce proceedings as far as 
possible.' 

FIRST MEMORIAL 
SERVICES TO BE 
HELD TOMORROW 
Program at Auditorium in Af­

ternoon in Honor of 

Soldier Dead 

. BY RUTII E. FINLEY 
Washington, D. c„ Feb. 21. —The j 

tall Texan swung from his arm pits 
on his crutches as his big hands: 
grasped the iron railing that keeps the 
too enthusiastic visitor to Jit. Vernon 
from carrying oft' a wheel of George 
Washington's coach as a souvenir. 

"I like all this here," he announced 
with a s\<reep of his khaki-clad arm. 
"Take this coach now. Why doggone! 
'Taint so different from our stages 
back home. We still use 'em there 
fer gettin* inter th' mountains. Druvc 
one myself fer a spell onct—si\ 
horses.' 

'It had been a hilarious party 
Twenty convalescents from Walter 
Reed, the great military hospital jAst 
out of Washington, were spending the: 
day at Mt. Vernon ak guests of the: 
R<H1 Cfoss. They represented almost! 
as many states in the .Tnion — from |  
Maine to California and from Florida j 
to Montana. 'The parly clumped 011 j 
canes and crutches into the house: 1 

;"W£iat I.like about it.' said an Ohio t 
boy. who had left one arm at St. Mill-! 
ie'l. "i«! that i} loo.ks. like home. Now.; 
tliik room."--It was General Washing 
ton's bedrojim--"jye, got. lots of furni-
ture'lik'e tljis At ouKhous/'. Mother's 
room has a four-itost bed.'' 

And.,so',it, went. Every one of those; 
boyS; found 'something in the simple! 
old house.that overlooks the I'otoina<'i 
to remind him of home. They lingered j 
longest, in the wide hall where hangs |  
General Washington's sword nnd many j 
other (piaint old weapons. 1 

"Wouldn't have been much good at 
Chateau-Thierry, would they buddie." 
said one soldier, of a pair of long bar­
reled horse pistols, while a Chicago 

T.'nivcrsity freshman was found pour­
ing over the manuscripts in glass 
cases that are kept in Washington's 
library. Here, too. is the. sextant 
Washington, used- he was much in­
terested in'engineering—and the big 
globe which seems to have been a fav­
orite iKJtfsesson, so many artists have 
included it, or one of the general's 
many maps, in the Washington por­
traits. 1 

Hut it was a xleader lad whoso 
black eyes anfl olive skin showed his 
Italian parentage. Unit put into words 
tin* feeling each of the boys had 1111 
consciously expressed. 

"What 1 like about it.' proclaimed 
this east side New Yorker, "is (hit. it 
ain't got none uv 'lat king stuff. "\VI1e11 
1 way. up in de Argonne we wuz. billet­
ed onct in a sort uv castle, an' it cer 
tainly wuz a standollish sort uv place. 
Nope," lie wound up, "America fer 
mine, an' this here. Might have a 
place like it myself some day..;.' Gues3 
a feller could—.in_ this'country'—-if'ha 
wasn't: 'fraid uv work.' I 

The ollicer in charge of the party 
smiled. , . 

"I think thai.'" he said in an aside, 
"was the greatest compliment ever 
paid lo the 'father of his country. 
He> been'.dead a .hundred 'years,• anfl 
yi;t the home, he made is, line enough 
and. ye.t simple:, endugli to .mate Unit 
jtowei 'y loiigh (oh, yes. lie is, I've had 
iill kinds of trouble \<ith hinn to as­
pire tu a home like it. That is RKAL 
democracy." 

None of that 'kin!-' st.iff' ' about Mt. 
Vernon! A simple country home that 
"any feller could earn" ii' he wanted 
it. Could anything be more fitting a-i 
;i shrine for democratic America? 

CAPITAL CITY j 
TO CELEBRATE 

NEXT MONDAY | 

The ctfpital city will celebrate 
Washington's birthday 011 .Monday al­
though tomorrow is the actual anni-
vcrsay of the birth of the father ot 
his country. 

Washington's birthday is the lirst 
of a series of three national holidays 
which fall on Sunday, and which by 
law will be observed on the day fol­
lowing. The other two are Memorial 
Day, May 30, and the Fourth of July, 
which falls this year on July 4, as 
usual. 

All Bismarck banks and1 every 
municipal, county, state and federal 
olliee will close MomTay. The day 
will be formally "doserved in l«n-
marck tomorrow with the American 
legion services in honor of its hero 
dead at the Auditorium, and it will 
be noted in all of the churches and in 
the public schools. 

OLSNESS MAKES 
REPLY TO HAIL 
SYSTEM ATTACK 

State Insurance Commissioner 

Analyzes Objections of 

Mr. Packard 

DULUTH WOMAN 
KILLS HUSBAND 
WHO ABUSED HER 

: :•> 

Total fi0.004.0-J3.it!) 
"Deducting'the old taxes from the 

above total, we get-an increase in the 
actual general and special tax burden 
of U* 19 over 1018 of about 48 percent 
i_r me entire state, 

'  in addition to these burdens wiacli 
are taxes oro,). r. t..t n > 1 [|>- ,a.-i _• 
liail indemnity tax and the sjuriai 
city, c.>unty and other faxe-- and fee-. 

(Continued on Pago Tws.) 

LACOUNT HELD 
NOT GUILTY OF 

SLAYING WIFE 

Minneaj»olis. Feb. 21. — Ralph I. 
LaCounr. charged with the murder 
of Madelyn LaCount. his 10-yeacold 
wife, last night was acquitted by a 
jury in district court here. The jury 
was out six hours. 

Mrs. LaCount was found dead 011 
September 12. 191Jt. at the LaCount 
cottage on the C. J. Winton estate at 
Lake Minnetonka, near here, where 
LaCount was employed as a chauf­
feur. Mrs. LaCount had been struck 
over the head with a baseball'bat and 
stabbed in the throat with a bread 
knife. 

Oscar Lindgren. gardener at the 
Winton estate, jointly indicted with 
IjiCount 011 a charge of murder, prob­
ably will go to trial about March 1. 

|  EEUL-H At rOR.VEl HL'RE 
j Sander Coiiow. prominent attorney 
jot Beulah. was a bu>in« !Si >Mur in 
the enj i esterda: - _ _ 

The first memorial exercises lield 
in honor of those who died during 
the late war will ibe held tomorrow 
afternoon at 3:!J0 o'clock at the Audi­
torium. The exercises will be con­
ducted by the Loyd Spetz post oi the 
American legion and the public is 
cordially invited: to attend. 

The program, which is similar to 
programs giveu every section of the 
oountry tomorrow, includes an aclr 
dress by Rev. George Kuzzelle and a 
pageant symbolic of America's assist­
ance to France and France's apprec­
iation #f the supreme sacrifice made 
by many American soldiers. The 
next of kin of those who died' while 
in the service, cither at 'home or 
abroad, will be the guests of honpr. 

The members of the legion will 
appear in full uniform and will as­
semble at the Elks club at 3 o'clock. 
Specal music has been prepared by 
Mrs. A. G. JacobBon of the Thurs­
day Musical club in which members 
of the club, church choirs and others 
will participate. It is expected that 
the auditorium will ,be well filled by 
members of the Women's Auxiliary 
to the legion, the Bismarck chapter 
of. the American War 'MVjthers, the 
legion members and others. 

Family Squabble Culminated in 

j Murder in Zenith City 

! This Morning 

Feb 
-hoi 

M. -.-George I. 
and instantly 

. Mary 
o'clock 

HAZELTON STOCK FARM 
The valley si00k iavm. a general 

faming corporation capitalized at $25.-
<KM». lias been iorme,i nere |.y A. K. 
Russell and F. and Kay C Tye, all of 
Haz.ltoii. , 

irrcl is 
of rite 

Arnold 

1 (ninth. Minn. 
Arnold, is. wa-
killed; police say. by bis wif< 
Arnold,'in their bedroom at 4 
this morning. A family <pn 
said to have been tin- cause 
shooting. 

According to police. Mrs. 
told them that her hi;>l>and had at­
tacked her. and in older to protect 
herself from harm she had tired a re­
volver. the one shot liein^ fatal. Mrs. 
Arnold was taken lit police headquar­
ters. where she showed a plfysician 
bruises which she claimed were ad­
ministered recently by her husband-

Arnold was an employe of a ship­
building company. 

WILSON REVEALS 
ANOTHER SECRET 
UNDERSTANDING 

I 
I 
America Pledged, With Con-

! gress' ConseRt, to Pay 

!, Allies for Ships 

WASHINGTON NOT 
WORRYING ABOUT, 

ADRIATIC CRISIS 
Washington. Feb. 21.---With Presi­

dent Wilson's reply to tiie note of the 
allied premiers on the Adriatic ques-, 
tion almost rfeadv for dispatch, offic- j 
ials here let it be known that they; 
do not regard the situation as acute . 
nor do they exix'ct the negotiations :  

will take such a turn that the United 
States would be forced to consuii-'i'j 
whetht-r i' ci uld-iH-Come a pait> to 
the treaty of Versailles. » , 

Ttu i\-pi3 may go ftrward today. [ 

Washington. i-V>. 2l>-.President 
Wilson's statement to the senate dis­
closing that he had entered ino a 
tentative agreement at Paris whereby 
the UniteJ States would pay to the 
reparation commission the difference 
between the nation's merchant ton­
nage loss d'iring the war and the ap­
praised value of seized German ships 
gave a new angle today to the in­
formal discussion in congress of the 
ship controversy precipitated by the 
recent effort of the shipping board'to 
dispose of the fleet of former German 
passenger liners. 

Existence of the agreement not 
hitherto made pultfic was disclosed 
by the president in a communication 
flatly denying that he liai entered 
into any agreement or understanding 
with British officials concerning the 
disposition of the ships. 

In explaning the agreement, the 
president stated it was conditioned 
upon the approval of congress and 
that in no case should the title of the 
ships held bv this country pass from 
the initeu stuto. 

The Japanese rubber iiidusii-,\ is ex­
p e c t e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  g r e a t l y  w i t h  t i 1 1  •  
nui: -•!' fi'-acts iiviu Luivp.. 

CHARGES INCONSISTENCY 

Says Assistant Attorney Gener­

al Pleads for Still Greater 

Socialism 

S. A. Olsness, commissioner of in-
snranc. today issued the following 
statement in response to an attack 
upon the Townley press' claim for (In­
state hail insurance plan, written by 
Assistant Attorney F. K. Pakard, am' 
which The Tribune published in this 
column February 17: 

II is with reluctance that 1 ask 
space in the press for anything, ex­
cept when departmental reports must 
be published as required by law. P.ut 
the appearance of such statements as 
the one published by Mr. Packard in 
The Tribune for February 17. as well 
as your editorial in the same issue, 
makes it imi>erativo that the false and 
misleading conclusions presented, 
should be refuted or corrected., 

I had hoped that the state hail in­
surance would escape such attacks. 
It was generally supposed that the 
principle was acceptable to tin*'entire 
people, and unassailable therefore, as/ 
such. Not that: the law is perfect, in 
itself, nor the management of it; not 
lit all. Being responsible for the suc­
cessful administration of this law. we 
welcome any constructive suggestion 
and wholesome criticism. But. does 
the article referred to contain any 
such? 

ANALYST'S STATKMKNT 
Mr.' Packard states tiiat according 

to Hie state insurance departhient 
I meaning the annual report of 1!tlS 
business) liiere wen' .f.':i;,0!(7.!il l.o-l 
written by the line companies in the 
stale, at an average Of 7."> cents an 
acre on $10.00 risks, or 't-Vz cents for 
$7.0() indemnifywhic.li is t.h,> iiunounl 
]MIid Undid-' :sfa(V- ' 'illsiA'itrice.', '• ThSej.in­
ference here is. of • course, that iliis 
rate is not,excessive, as.(lie line com­
panies profit for the entire state was 
only a little over £2.000 for thai year. 
II is true that the companies have op­
erated. even at a loss, some years 
But agents never did. Fifteen to 20% 
for getting the business is a big item 
and this is reduce,! under the stale 
system to H-ps than !>•'! for (-very 
paid in premuims. 

|  It is hardly correct to stale that 
i  (he average preniimii paid line coni-
) panics in' 1J*1S. was 7-"i cents per acre. 
; All the companies, (except the two 
| muluals and the slatei. charged two 
: percent more, ov !C> cents an acre on 
jail business written v.i^t of the river, 
j also on all barley, rye and speltz over 
1 I hi- whole slate. This would probably 
|  bring the rate up to s."> cents an acre 
|  for SB) insurance for l'.M*. 
! '  APPLYING 1!(1S BATFS 

But. why apply BUS rates to JI (1! 1 
business? Let us therefore, discuss 
and compare the cost of state vs. line 
insurance on the basis of rates and 
conditions during the pasl season. 
Tiie fact, is. that n<> insurance wa; 
written ill 1'.'l!l (except by the Slate 
and one or two mutual companies) n f  

less than 10 percent .or -SI per acre, 
on .Slo risks. This makes 70 cents an 
acre oil £7 ri.-k. But rliis i- not all. 
• Ill the west side of the Missouri a 
premium of 12 percent was charged 
and this rate was applied also to bar­
ley. rye and spelt/ over the entire 
State. As this rate was also charged 
in a block of several enmities in tin 
central part of the state, ii is evident 
that the average must l>- much more 
than SI per acre oil .spi risk*. 1 h.tv 
no figures to show what acreage would 
be subject to the Y1'7, rate, but we 
know it must l>e considerable. Now 
then, it is probably safe to assume 
that 11 [lercent or 77 cents an acre 
would be a fair average cost ,,f insur­
ance for $7 protection, for the 12 mill­
ion acres (approxiinat • 1 insured in 
the state fund during 1!»1!'. 

This gives us :?!».24<( <«IO LTOSS pre­
miums. based on tiie line companies 
rates, that our farmers would have 
had to pay for the same protection, 
that tliev now get for v::.s4U.Ooo. or ar, 
a .-.a «ng of 4FKI.UOO. Granting that 

III;.-:I .VI.Ill t..e :. ent tiat tax on 
(11 it, i, i . 1 • .  1 . d 
amounting to .>-iVi.,o.-o. unich ; 

(CarAiuusd on Pa&o Thre^) 

RAIL FACTIONS 
LINING UP FOR 
LASTSTRUGGLE 

Pinal Vote on Esch-Cumins Bill 
to Be Cast Before 

Adjournment 

WILSON ASSURES WORKERS 

Return of Roads March 1 Not to 
Affeet Negotiations, 

Says President 

Washington,, Feb. 21.—.Opposing 
factions of the railroad reorganiza­
tion bill lined up for a last stand 
in the hoitse today with a final vote 
on the Esch-Cummms compromise 
measure scheduled to be cast before 
adjournment. Indications, however, 
worn that the vote would not !be 
reached before early morning. 

To assure disposition of the bill 
today the house met an hour earlier 
than customary. Five hours having 
been allotted to debate and with a 
series of roll calls in sight the pos­
sibility of an early decision was 
blocked, but Representative Esch, 
republican, Wisconsin. In charge of 
the measure announced he would 
press the final vote so that the re­
port if approved might go to the sen­
ate Monday for consideration Tues­
day. 

In addition to a majority of the 
democratic members lined up against 
the 'bill largely because of the finan­
cial provisions there were members 
011 both sides ready to attack it be­
cause of the objections of organized 
labor. 
TO .VOT AFFECT NEGOTIATIONS 

Assurance was given railroad labor 
organizations by (lie railroad admin­
istration that return of the roads 01; 
March 1 would not affect negotiations 
now pending as to the interpretaion 
of the various wage agreements 
which were made with the labor 
group during federal conrol. 

Director General Hines announced 
that while the divisions of operation 
and labor as such would be discon­
tinued March 1, representatives ot 
the railroad administration would 
carry to a conclusion consideration 
of all grievances. 

CONTROL COST $636,000,000 
The railroad administration esti­

mates placed the net cost to the gov­
ernment Of federal control of the 
roads at $636,000,000, Chairman Esch 
of the interstate commerce commit--
tee told the house today in opening 
debate on the conference report on 
the compromised railroad bill. 

"This $636,000,000 will have to 'be 
charged off as a war loss," he said. 
"One may say it was expensive but 
it was worth the price. Without tho 
railroads transportation would have 
failed to supply our troops overseas." 

Total appropriations of Approxi­
mately $1,900,000,000 including those 
already made were the "experience 
of federal control," Mr. (Esch sale, 
but he added of all of these amounts 
approximately $1,250,000,000 were 
"investments"' in the florm, of im­
provements made for. the roads and 
for which they ultimately Will pay.' 

Less than a hundred ineiiib$rs were 
in tiie house when it met .for the 
filial ,fight. . • . ,/ £J,». 

V Ml 

MA* tfEAOfi 'PK'AcMp A&lfcKMENT 
•Many dayjs ofr pafrtli-'an1 '  wrangling 

over the pftfice treaty promis'ed" to 
give way today to actual progress to­
wards disposal of the pact, just one 
year since debate strted1 on the lea­
gue of nations. 

A vote on the first proposed modi­
fication of the reservations adopted 
at the last session ot congress was 
expected to lie reached during the 
day. 

GRONNAWGINS 
DEFENSE OF HIS 
RECORDIN WAR 

Admits Voting Against War 

and Preparedness in 

1917 

Washington!, Feb. 21.—Declaring 
certain newspinters recently had print­
ed "malicious'.' misstatements about 
iiis war record, Senator Ground, re­
publican, North Dakota, told the sen­
ate today that a campaign press at­
tack evidently had been "in­
spired"' by Julius Karnes, president, of 
the 1'. S. Grain corporation, and Her­
bert Hoover, former foyd administra­
tor because of. his criticism of them 
in senate speeches. 

Senator Gronna said that while lie 
voted against the war declaration and 
against the draft act he supported all 
of the war appropriations and boinl 
issues that came up for action while 
he was present in the senate and had 
five relatives of his own name in th'j 
army. 

"If I alone could bear the burden 
of these malicious lies."' he continued. 
"I would make no complaint but my 
family did as much to win the war us 
any other family in the country." 

ELKS' BAXD „ 
There will be a speeiU rehearsal 

bv the merr' ers of t' e Elks' baud to­
ff —1 o 1 i'. he Elks' club. 

AH MCIIIDEIS of. u.G ' .d LE prt^ent 
at -j ockcL, 


