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NKWS OF THE WEEK 

CSIMJSM AKJU UBIMIXAXa. • 

A boy of H. N- Crosett, of Faribault-
Minn, had a leg broken, Jan. 17th, by » 
teacher of one of the schools, while admin«s 
teriag discipline for some alleged misde 

• rtiiii—wpMWMMWi •• I y jyviiyy 'jLyy 
v TFe grand^Tiry-nr we-caee- oi nenry 
Feltau, edttor, of the Bloonungton Ind., 

charged with the murder of Rogers, 
aamntjrattomey, Xm 

0JWTT12 
It is alleged thatfejJtbe remissness of 

.«<»L4rth«ri 
government l<??t >W •nM® c^8ton 

duties on kid gloves, and $3,000,000 per an
num on silks and sugar. If these allegations 

^are substanti^d, Mr., Cokki&r daniiot pre-
?vent the confirmation TOerritt,Jhe 
, secretary of (^n/ Arthui; unjlasswiates. 

A Norwich, Ct., teieg»mn^y#;: «#r8-
Cobb, found guilty of. murdej in the second 
(degree for poisoning her hustand, has ..been 
'sentenced to imprisonment fof life. Mrs 

^Cobb has piifclished a'strftetaent declaring 
li6r entire Wnbcence, accusing the principal 

"••witness against her of perjury,! *n£ asserting 
-that other witnesses were mistaken qn ma-
vterial points. • . ; • . 

At rioon January 18tb,.feigH prisoners 
iiafeteinpted to escape from jail, pt .©wetpn, I£y.> 
:>They kpofiked down, the' j^f's brother, 
^Robert Moore whp had charge, and lied, but 
"Moore, regaining his feet, drew a revolver 
'andfirefc, <he7i>aji passing through the body 
*of Wm: SaWdera- ̂  he 'wa8''jtimpin^ out of a 
-'window, the,; wound ^proving, fatal :in a 
£ short time,; towders had ;hqpnuconfined,for 
burglary. 

One, C. D. M. Allen, a stranger, ap-
* peared in Red Wing.Minn., nearly a, year and 
-a half ago, andprlayed ttye rQlerofapioua law-

. yeiy ,yery successfully, joined tne Baptist 
" church in wfiiph' he Was a shifting light. 
* Subsequently hie went to! Zumbrota, Where 
"his piety "shone ; out with! increased lustre. 

«*He latelyakipped out to parts unknown^ tak-
.ng with him $2000^of other Eeoplj^'S j inpney, 
jr.and a gold watch^h^h. he ;ba^ borrowed of a 

Baptist "brojher," and some pther prqperty, 
T.biit left behlnd!him sundry unpaid hills, and 
^ a y oung l'aily to'whom he i^as* engaged to be 
"'mairied.' ' iiv' •' ; '" • • 
Jl~,- .'••• "'.J /t;''•!.<! 'h.1 .bivifc 

(if • : V;:<: ' 
f, \ejSRSONAX, AST* ir%jjtjITICAL. 

y. T. W. Pitkin,;j?m inaugejated:, Governor 
t ^of Colorado,,Jan 14., . j y. .... . 
7e, TThe. .inauguration, of^j&pVl Pfiyt of 
. [ jPenn6ylvania, ,ipok i, place; at; (ferrisburg, 
J. Jan; 81.': • ;.;L v.,': • ' i. x., ui i: .. 

Rev. H. N. Brinsmade:» foraaer pastor 
at Belott, Wto.r ^ at Newark- ^e» Jersey, 

, aged 80 years. , . , 
* T h e  S e n a f e r i b a # 6 ^ ' c ' o n l i ^ d ^ l P i r n i . -  H .  
J.?jDlay ton, Unite^ .S^teB^ ̂ L^jrney^r! ̂ h^ yest-
.?Vfl 4i3trict of Arkansasj y 
-tit',.< Jan.; 16th President -McMahon. of 
; France, • gave a'-banipiet .'at i his;. reaidince in 

"honor of Gen. Grant! A brilliant company of 
" invited guesta wfere present , ^ 

Th4 Senate , coriiniittee ; on' territories 
f Jan. 17th', heard ar^Ume^te upOri i^e' advisa-
'* bility of bringing ij^jl^ian territory under a 
». civil form of Govfarbaaent. •, .B 
. The House committee on printing will 

report favorably oftSingletonfs bUl to reduce 
the expenses' of public printing and finding. 
It is expected &(to,i)00 can be saved annually. 

While Mrs. W&estle, of Irontou, O., 
was standing^eaiV^a 'std^? (her dress caught 

[fire; fatally burning her before it^waB exting-
.'•uished. Hermfttherigirt^BolRt^.deat^l 
• frOmipaTalyiBis.; giit i t. 
-<»»» Jantiary 14ihWti-M>i 
"*<was elected to Untied Stated: Beniate; by„ 
^ • 'the legislature4of Colorado,- receiving;. ®ver a 
s Vt^6'third8 vote / in f fjCbdtti,J rtfarirfies; <The. 
= Democratic Votes 'were 'castr; fot^'W. A. • H.: 
' •Lov^ l and^ ;  r v i ; . ' -  J". , :  ^  ' f v .  

'An Albany, .j tefe^'m pf Jan. 21, 
says: i the legislature nominated Roscoe 
Conkling for United .States^,Senator. The 

i; vote stood: Senate, Conkling, 20; Wm. Dor-
sheimer, 12. Assembly, Conkling, 95; Dor-
sheimer, 23; Peter Cooper, 2. - : 

A rare incident occurred in the history 
J of Pennsylvania Jan.' 21. O'vfing to the in-

s auguration of Gov. Hovt; being delayed until 
1:20 p. mi, the State was without a governor 

. i for an hour and twenty minutes, Hartstranft's 
term having expired at noon, , . 

• Lewis H. Atwater, of Madford, Rice 
county^ Minn., was killed on the evening of 

- Jan, 21 near Choffee's mill in Wolcott, by the 
'"'•Huraing oyer of a wagon load of lumber on 

>foim. A neighbor who was rifling with him 
! at {he time was severely injured. 

. ^ At Springfield, 111., Jan. 21st, the Leg-
a ; islature voted for United States - Senator with 
. the following result: In the; Senate Logan 

received 26, Black, Democrat, |24," McAuliffe, 
, Socialist;!. In the House Logaii received 
- 80, Black 60, Campbell 10, McAuliffe 3. ̂ •; 

' The State municipal! authorities of 
Alabama have plated U. Si.'District Attorney 
Miyer, and U. S. "Marshial turner' uhder ar
rest. for alleged violation of the election laws 
in November last. The latter is in jail at 
Selma, the former is out on habeas corpus. 

The House j udiciary. .committee Jan. 
: 'L7th, granted-a hearing to Mrs; Emeline Wells 

•" and Mrs. Seina Young Williams, of Salt Lake, 
J * Utah, upon various petitions nOw before the 

' committee relating to laws affecting polyga
my. They argued in1 favoi" of legislation 

4 which will protect Moria^pn j^omen and chil-
v,„ dren. ' «n.', 
t Washington, Jan. 
• -' 30th, Attorney General .Devens: presided at a 
v j meeting of citizens of, Massachusetts to mani-
• * feat respect to the memory: of Caleb Gushing. 
' '* Suitable resolutions werie adopted and a com-
• - mttte appointed to make arrangements for 

memorial service in the"hall of ti^- House of 
^ v Representatives. 

"'j .The ballot for TJaifced "States , Senator 
>.-ii was taken in each. House of the; ^gislature^ 

atJ efferson City, J an. 21st, which resulted in 
•t ..the election of the Democratic-caucus. nomi> 
N nee9, Gten. James Shields for the short term, 

and Col. Geo. G. Vest for the long term. 

Vest was a member of the Confederate Con
gress in the days of the reb 

ote 
eighty 

2,H.1f?ThgPir 
Pherson 1, G. A. Grow 1, Brent 1. In the 
Hous^ Cameron was declared elected, the 
vote being, Cameron 107, Clvmer 76, Agnew 

The House committee on claims will 
report favorably on the billthe l&tfi 
Assistant Treasurer Chandler at Boston from 
Habintyioracts"of his~tii=tmrsing clerk Hart-
well/ who -secretly''loaned j Weller, < Ward "& 

The committee takut the ground'that Hart-
•well wis appoiEltfe^'^y; Chhiidler'd ' superiors, 
hence . Chandler'sliouj^ Tjot be heid respon-
sible fori the misdemeaaors of his sut>ordi-

' n a t e .  / ' • :  

• Representative Turner's bill to regulate 
charges for Piillman ^'pal^ce cars and other 
sleeping cars patented by the United States, i 
provides that it shall' be Unlawful to charge 
more thai $1 for the same by one per
son for twenty-fouriiours^ under penalty of a 
fine' Of not Ifess thatt $?j00'ifftjr more than $5,000 
imposed on the corporaticinj' and any person 
violating the provisions of this actshallbe 
liable,to a fine ,ot <l,od6 ',an4 imprisonment 
orthrde months ifor each offense. • _ 

. Th% House, comihitt̂ ie oh'' coinage, 
weights and measures authorized Muldraw to' 
prepare, a bill for redemption of the trade • 
dollar at par, and to prOhSbitrits further • cir
culation ip/ the United Stages; ' The question 
whether its coinage for export *hall< be per
mitted f^i the future was not disposed of. Mr. 
Vance was authorized to^ report a bill intro
duced by! Mr. Cummings to provide for the 
redemption in legal tenders of subsidary silver 
Coin and for tbe reissue thereof. 

At Indianapolis, Ind., Jan. 21st. both 
•Houses^of the Indiana legislature voted for 
United States Senator with the following re
sult: In the House, f >r thelong term, Voor-
hees, 57; Harrison, 38; Buchanan,'2. Senate, 
Voorhees, 20; Harrison, 22; Buchanan, 1. 
Three aBsenteeS in the Holfee, and one in the 
Senate.' 'For the short Jonn,;' Yoorhe'es re
ceived the same vote in; b'oth Houses,:and Hon. 
Godioyo'S.; Orth receiyed' .^t- votes in. the' 
House, and 22 in the Senate,'and Gen. Hackle-; 
fordl.in the .House, iii'i. 

loan 
",v 11 ^MiscicLLAtfisOua.' 

.Subscriptioris to thp, /I'iPer ce^t 
Jan. 20th, $6,955,350: ; ^ J 

Additional heavy .failures in 'the iron 
trade of London are reported; 

January 17 the subscription at the 4 
per cent. ldan amTnoiint>.H,'i|i0.f2,438,200. 

The Warner House, Sparta, Wisconsin, 
was destroyed by fire Jan. 2f. , Loss $25,000. : 

S. M. Mills & Co.^of'New York have 
failed, said to be brokersVoif Ji y Gould and 
other well known op,eraforsi i j;, v; ' 

The ice: embargo. at^Grana Haven is 
raised, and boftts are ' rii^nipg regularly, bie-
weenMilwaukee and thai port. ' 

An Ottawa, Ontarid f^e^egram of JTan. 
21, says a large number of coanterfeit $4,00 
Dominion notes are in circulation. 

It is officially esti^n^ted that it will re
quire $20,000,000 io carry out the provisions 
of the bill for the payment Of ^arrears of pen
s i o n s .  • 1  ' • '  

Lincoln hall, at Washington, on the 
evening of, Jan. 17th was prowded to hear, 
Chief Joseph and other .Indians speak for the 
rights and liberties of .their race. 

The' ^orth;j Wales* miners' askociation1 

have resolved to give £7 to every member of' 
the union who desires .^p emigrate to.America, 
and £14' to emi^ranta to Austfalia^ 
i" There^ Was 'ti'atispbrtdd - On^"1 the Ohio 
aiid its tri^utarfes^.k'b^' Ginciniiati, 'dliring 
the year 1$78, bn^millldtf fi^df;a half of pas-
8eng^f8u^ whom one1 vrls kiilfid, . and' three 

^ ..u • ''' 
! The woolen mill of John Brown .& Son 
at Eighth: and Tasker fttreeta^inPhiladelphia, 
Pa., burned Jan. 20., u Only the bare walls; are 
standing. The loss is abbttt $25,000, insured-
Several smaller fires have occurred at the 
same place within the past fe w: years. 

The ice broke early,^n the morning of 
Jan. 15th at Louisville, Ky.| and a number of 
barges were swept awajjr,, 'and a ferry boat 
was carried against the pier of the bridge. 
The tow boat Hudson was sunk. 

It is announced that * the great dry 
goods house of Dodd, Brown & Co., of St. 
Louis, Mo., which suspended last fall, will 
resume business Bhortly.arrangemeMts to that 
effec' having been made with their creditors. 

A Lond,on telegram of Jan. .15, says, 80 
yards of the roof of the Dinas: mine, at the 
shaft, fell Mince the explosion, stopping venti
lation. Explorers cannot enter the mines 
There is no hope fer the rescue, of 60 men en-
tomed. . fir ;;i i 

A telegram' frbm Cdtunna Spain of 
Jan. l.tb, says the Spanish steamer Trurac 
Bai), from'Baltimore , via Liverpool, arrived 
here in; a damaged .con,diti6n. She reports 
that she was in collision with the British sail
ing vessel Lancashire Witch,, which sank 
with all on board. The steamer's, bows were 
broken. • s, 

The' -property of the .'Massachusetts 
Home Missionary soeiety, at Boston which its 
late treasurer, Charles Demand, was said to 
have missused,amounts to about $60,000. The 
trouble arises from unauthorized investments 
by Demond, who justifies his action by the 
custom of the former treasurer making in
vestments in behalf of thQ society. 

The object of Chief Jdseph in his con 
ference with • the gdverntaaent authorities at 
Washington is to secure a proper resting 
place. with sufficient area of liijad in the Indian 
Territonf, for his people. A'purchase of land 
will be made from tlie^SjfbWees' in the In
dian Territory, so that Ciii'ef Joseph an'd his 
people mayvhave a good ^exchange ,for^ tl\e, 
acres they possessed in ^daho. . w 

The Seecretary of the treasury estimates 
that it will take $150,000,000, to meet the re: 
quireinents' o(the new p'fersion law1, jhst pass
ed both Houses of Congress, but- not yet 
signed by the President^ ,and days if that 
amount shpuld go out of the treasury, it will-
create a deficit, "the cabinet' lias "had the" bill 

Sons 

under consideration but came to no decision 
as.to how it should be dealjj^with. 

The second annual ̂ i 

ont was held os^Mtev^ntog<0.f ^Pu" 
at the Gran^^^fic Sotel, wjput^ 

^ dred being^piMe^^ip^MUnjf^gn^: 

former residents of Vermont' now living in 
Chicago and vaclnity. The banquet was one 
of rare elegance, and the succeeding enter-

ipwtliM and eanplng—* 

from the melting snow ..and ice. Hie effect 
oT thefBaW iott the ice inihe river Is inrper-

ir^aMinlrHip tfil̂ i'gb^feife fo^Sî S&V«: ^ 
least, even thou#!T"tBe" weather, should con-
^tfnke^a#m. Thft fc^ Is not expected to move 
except on a big-jfts^and-'there are no indica» 
tions of that at presents 

The Cheyenne Indians how hi' the In-
diah terHtoiy threaten to brtiak away "in ; the 
sprin'g £ntt mHktftheirVrky across ̂ Kansas and 
Kebraika to rth^ nbrthwest hunting grounds 
They are the finest Indians physically now 
alive. The men are fcave strong and desper-
ate' figterd and13 the--j 'women arei' chaste. 
They are desperate. [They aay they cannot 
and will; nOt: stay,,, thj&re.. There , are about 
.2000 Cheyepn§.bupks^ho, <u^ determJUi^ to 
bre^k a^ay»,!,^ .|1>f ot -

_ A ^aribault, ^liiin., telegram ,of Jan. 
21. says the.! examination of Bryant, the 
ieachef, through1' Whose' instrumentality 
Samfey'Crb's&ettfii Rg| waS broken has been 
closed^'an&'fr'dmthef^yidence of the»'Score; of 
witnesses extaninejdfii^iwouldt seem that it 
was an entirely vtpcatyd for transaction, and 
a disgraceful affair ajl through. The. most 
brutal featur^ of thei whole affair was the 
uiter lack of common humanity as displayed 
by th^e tekcher,;whio, Then it wss well known 
that the child's leg'wis-broken, 'did not offer 
to take him home or seem to care much about 
the'ca'se/any way.-;;c!' .'< ]. ;•»> i«i' ' 

At a cabinet "seision at Washington, 
January ,21st.Secretiry Schurz stated that he 
had receiyed a repeat from the Indian agent 
at Cheyenne ageqej, to the effect that infor
mation had reachedjthat place of the recrose-
ing the Canadian liUe into the United States 
of the noted chibf ffitting bull%ith his peo
ple, and that they aj"e! exceedingly anxious to 
return to this country and come under' the^ 
supervision of the Iiidian bureau and be dis
tributed in the Intf an .1 country as are'other 
tribes. This news, Was not confirmed by any 
information at thejjwar department, but it 
was thpught worth*,of considei ation and led 
to Bome discussionj in the cabinet. It is re
ported that 5,000 lodges, or nearly 15,000 peo
ple, ar^ with Sitting Bull. The subject will 
receive the. immediate attention of the Pres-
iden and secretary of yf&i and interior de
partment. . Telegriq^s will be sent to the offi
cers of the war department amtftU as.to Indian 
agents, requiring'; Iwl: the authori-. 
ties here aljiit^e' th^ycan obtain 
on 'this Hotter* ;TM, re|wi!ti|/that- Sitting 
Bull com^«i^»^i^iBfBfe:- ̂ eMsful! inten
tion, but^n thft pP0f»nti «sturbed condition 
of lndian,si^^ ia:pjot ^ow may be 
his meanii|B4j -u: •' 

The^HS^QjN^^i^^ iiiays' 'thb, as-
pectdf the|g«^^f#l^it ptant iP' scarcely 
satisfactory, as^idis^ehljtoiBW! to teperoture 
have tendeilto'cfrecK its feafly ^development, 
but another moidti o? siklrb^kS -taust elapse 
before any definite i opinifn [can be- put for
ward, Jata|evof ;<^e crop. 
Farmers' diiUvei>lMl Of gr^n ^Ve been mode
rate, and dissatisfaction' cf pitinues in regard to 
the conditio4 l*i«fiifcli: riflefr ^f S tiie English 

atket Ory poniels are quite wheat cOmfes-to i 
an excebti 
e'xefian^e; 
damp or sproute! 
must be aLtr^bntei 
from which; home] 
andwhich 
increased i 
The imppr^of. 

iii 'Loluddi add provincial 
offered are 

¥o iAdel^tive coifdition 
th^ |q<nparatiTe neglect 

lwh« 'own wheat has suffered, 
froifb .^httrijig^thc), 

^wh^at; London 
continues fpne^eHte".!? ratten^on has 
been paid to^W® ^WfPf jproduce asgranaried 
stocks in tie show consid-
erable deficiencym<^toefe held at a, corres
ponding tinw i« IWS^iiMlllers have purchased 
with less reserve, ind a steady trade has re
sulted at fuliy latk ratef;. The weak point 
as regards the future eofrse, of prices is the 
unusually large Bjtrplus available for export 
in America, whiw mttst> ^x^rcise a depress
ing effect ifthe purchasing power of France 
has been over estifiated. Apart from the un-

to'tlie operations of our 
teadlof exporting, wheat 
porters, it remains to be 
reserves of grain in the 
rmerk will be sufficient to 

ents of'consumption. With 
#ts of call during the week, 
alifpriia, the floating cargo 
ruled steady, without quo-

i2e,is |firm at an advance of 
K English wheat last 

uarteirs, at 889 lid per quar-
uart^rs at 8SSs per quarter 

Imports into Great Brit-
an..11th were wheat, 

certainty atti 
neighborSjIwho, 
have been latge 
seen whether' thi 
hands of French 
meet therequire: 
large arrivals at 
principally from 
trade for wheat hi 
table change* 
6dper quarter, 
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FAILURES IN 1878, 
S6,3»i 
Large In 

total number of failures in 
for 1878 were 10,478, with liabilities 
to 9274,000,000. This shows an increase over 
1877 of 1.571 in number, and $40,000,000 in 

ties is shown in the following statement for tlw 
sey»iyqus«ipc(Ll872, with the average liabili-

Total Average 
Y t i r ,  w n m K t o — r i f l i m m a - — -
187 8 ...10,478 . 8284.363,132 $22,369 , 
187T1. .1^. ; '.0. J 8*872 i iti7l90,?6»^88f. i > ' 21,4M i . 
1876..w.f^:)8,098i ^191^"^; ati'&Qigi • 
1875_,......... 7,740. , • 301,060,8531 25.977 
1 8 7 4 f . . 5 , 8 3 0  { * '  1 5 9 , 2 3 9 , 0 0 0 J ' - J ;  3 7 , 3 1 3  
1673... A»..:U.'. 6:183 ^ i 2a8,«W,OOOWiJ ?4i,(>86 
1872. i. .. .,,,4, 4.069, b«i iai,066,0p0k»rr 29.7JS0 

From the very complete tabulated statement 
which the cirvuilar contains, we extract the xol-
lowing, indicating the gepgraphical Bections in 
which thd'failliires for the past'year have oc
curred, with th? per t̂fge,,.̂ y^age,̂ tc;, in 
each locality  ̂tJf.. .,153 ; ' 

Eastern States 
Middle States. 
Southern States. 
Western States. 
Pacific States & 

Territories. f. . 

Total for U.S. 

Pom, of Canada 

No. in 
Busi
ness. 

79,765 
229,386 
96,397 

240,933 

28,361 

674,741 

56,347, 

TNoT 
Fail
ures. 

1,734 
8,199 
1,415 
3,436 

694 

10,478 

1,697 

Percent. 
F ~ °' Amount of 

liabilities. 

1 in 46 
,1 iii 71 
1 in 68 
1 in 70 

1 in 41 

1 in 64 

1 in 

$ 35,294,026 
95,293,466 
26,322,961 
64,309i503 

13,1^3^176 

$234,383,432 

$23,908,677< 

The failures are also given by quarters for 
the last four years, those - for1877 and 1878,-' 
being as follows: ' !i 

, : r.„ , 1878 r-> ,, . 1877rTrr-> . 
" Fail- Ltibfli- Pail- Idiniii-

nres. ties. urea. ties^ 
6t Quarter....9,555 $82,078,826 . 2,869 $54,538,074 
d Quarter....2 470 48,753,940 1,880 45,068.097' 

3d Quarter.. ..2,853 60,378;363. 1,816 . 42,346,085 
4tb Quarter.. .1,800 37,172,003 2,307 48,717,680 

The J^entey Btates that "it-is very easy to ac
count for the increase of 1.571 failures among 
700,000 business men within a 'year in which 
the circumstances1 have' been_ peculiarly influ
ential in encouraging casualties of this charac
ter." These circumstances are-stated at six in 
number, as follows: 1878 is the fifth year of a 
depression unparalleled in extent, character, 
and duration; the weather for the first quarter 
of the year was unseasonable, and thus most 
unfavorable for sales arid '' collection's; the • dis
cussions in ahd ont of Congress as to {financial 
iriatters and the tariff, impaired^confidence for 
the time being; the notable decline in the value* 
of staples the world over; the existence e>f. the. 
epidemic in the South; and,' finally, piore influ
ential than all oitjiers, was the abolition of the 

, bankrupt law and the long delay permitted 'to 
elapse before its repeal. The circular then 
proceeds: " : ;i: . . 

; "In"view, therefore, of :the peculiarities of 
the year under review, at is submitter that an 
increase of failures to the ex,tent only of 1,571 
in number, and forty milliomi in money,'is 
even much less than might have been antici
pated. It is; significant that out of the six 

.leading circumstances above enumerated a» 
contributinc to failures 'during the year, five, 
no longer exist. In the'room of these disturb
ing elements other favorable conditions - are 
present, which ought, in.the immediate future, 
to so much improve business as to : make, the 
decrease of failures in 1879 much moire marked 
than the increase in 1878;" <;i 1 i • 

These favorable conditions are as follows: { 
"First—The fact? that without. a ripple, of 

disturbance in the vast commercial transactions 
'of the titrie a gold 'standard ̂ hks been%ached, 
and specie paymentsronce more resumed, is a 
circumstance of the utmost importance. ;If 
we have bid good-bye t° all the uncertainty in 
values, all the evils of expieriinental legislation 
in finance, and all anxiety :and apprehension; as 
to the financial policy of the country—which 
the suspension of specie payments entailed— 
it is Burely ground for the sincerest gratitude. 

Second—Another most important indication 
of the possible approach of better times is the 
continued'- prosperity of" the vast class : who 
till the Boil, and of those dependent. upon 
them. A balance of trade implying cash re
ceipts over disbursements of nearly a million 
dollars for every working day in theyear, is an 
achievement . of vast consequence to, numer
ous vital interests of the country. It' is true 
that prices for agricultural products, . have 
reached a point so low as to make the profit, of 
the producer very small; but the disadvantage 
to the former is the gain of to eqnally large 
class of operatives: and laborers,,' to,; jwhpm 

, cheap food *is •; \the greatest, ofboons. , It is, 
doubted if in the, history of£, the . present gene
ration the first cost of the necessaries of life: 
was.' ; ever less than' at'. the pres
ent " moment. '" When it is ' considered 
that out of the forty-five millions of our popu
lation the life^trupgle of at least thirty milT 
lions is for food and clothing, the reduction; of 
the cost of living which the year has, witnessed 
is most important,, and significant of future re
sults. Comparing the condition of' this class 
in this country at the present moment with the 
same class in Great Britain or any other Euro
pean country, the contrast is startling; for 
wages have not been reduced nearly in the 
same proportion that the cost Of food - has les
sened; while the number unemployed is con
siderably less than at this time a year ago. 

"Third—The changing character of the in_ 
dustries of a large nutaber of the people i one" 
of the moBt hopeful signs of the past year, and 
is nowhere so visible as in the increase- in the 
amount of land taken up for actual settler 
ment. As an instance, the sales of land by the 
national government for the year ending June 
80, 1877, were 3,338,000 acres, while for the year 
ending the same date in: I878, the figures were 
7,562,000 acres. In the various state land agen
cies and railroad land offices an equal propor
tionate increase is noted, especially as com
pared with 1873. Such States as Texas; Minne
sota, Colorado, and indeed all the fertile re
gions, have had large additions to their popu
lations during the year. It must be . borne in 
mind that this increase in the farming popula
tion is not in consequence of. immigration from 
abroad, which, though increasing, still contin
ues at a minimum; but that the new settlers 
'are largely made up of those whose pursuits in 
the'older States have failed them owing to the 
depression.' * 

The agency very frankly admits, "it is true 
that in former years there were present condi
tions which were interpreted quite as favorably 
as the foregoing, and that disappointment was 
the result of, relying upon them." But it is 
claimed that "unfulfilled predictions of the 
past do not weaken the force of existing cir
cumstances." 

Having drawn the bright side of the picture, 
"the writer of this very comprehensive review 
gives a view not quite so favorable, but no 
doubt equally correct: 

"Notwithstanding these, generally favorable 
conclusions, there is no denying that the trade 
of the country has to cope with difficulties of a 
serious character. . The utter extinction of 
profits, the result of the decline in values; the 
difficulty of avoiding bad debts; and, above 
all, the expenses and charges of business, with 
the excessive competition that pervades every 
department j are all still too potent as obstacles 
to 'success. A longer time may, therefore, 
elapse in which the conditions1 above set forth 
will have full play before anticipations of a 
genuine and saf<? prosperity can. be indulged 
in,by the.yast army engaged Jn;, Imsinps^,, Th? 
difficulties, of .dispensing predit.wrc unuspally 
great; for notwithstanding the fact; thatjjwitfr-
rn the last six yfears there' have b&en 46,000 fail
ures*1 involving" liabilities'Of 1,200 millions of 
dollars, the ntuubet remauliftg''. in.trade is too 

great by far in proportion to the volume of 
business to be transacted. The cost to the con- s 
Burner of maintaining this great number adda ̂  
immensely to prices, and competition 
reached a point in which its advantages in re- j 
ducing profits are ten times more than ab-> 
sorbed in the maintenance of traders unneces- { 
sary to the trade. The number of desirable 
houses to whom it is safe, to sell is yearly •-  ̂
diminishing, as the result of this undue com- - < t 
petition for a trade barely sufficient for the " ;? 
support of one-half of the number engaged. . 
"law tfraf pwfarence* in failures are permitted 

tected, the dispensing of credit 'is attended 
with more than the usual difficulties  ̂\f t will 1 

, if the iEailnres: 1 for not be surprising, therefore,: 
ati 

SENATE, Janr45th:—A. resolution was 

of conference on- the -military appropriation 

War was difecussed at length. Senator' Ed
munds tabmittld»an amendment making; the 
ibill appliable. to those<who seated in. tbe. late 
war for the^ preservation of the Union. The 
bill was laid aside without .action. The bill 
to amend tho patent laws was taken up and 
d i scus sed^ ' '  i ' ;  *  
. HODBE, Jani T5.—Mr, Wood, from; the 
committee ol ways and meaps, . .introduced a 
bill authorizing tife issue of^certificates of de
posits in aid of refunding the public- debt. 
This led to a loqg and > spirited discussion, in 
which various amendments, were proposed 
''and defeateid,'arid the bill was passed by' yea6 
117, nays • :Mr,: Wood,; chairman of the com
mittee on ways and, means, .reported a,hill 
making 'United' States notes' receivable for 
duties on: imports. : Mr. Garfield o£ferred/.)an 
amendment providing that .such notes should 
be receivied'as' loiig ks they Were: eqiiival§ht to 
coin. Harrison,'of Ulinois, to Garfield: Has 
the gentleman any doubt as to the succes? of 
resumption? Garfield in reply: I have' no 
doubt of the success of resumption, dnles's' by 
such a bill as thus* or some other hostile legis
lation it is destroyed. The amendment was de
feated. Yeas 78, nays 125. Garfield believ
ing this.billto. be:a seriouo!attack on resump
tion moved, to. lay .it on the table. The 
House refused ,bv a vote or veas 41, nays 155, 
The bilj then passed, yeas 154,' nays 43. ' 
• : SENATE, Jan.16.—Senator Windom-in
troduced a i.esolution for. the appointment of 
a committee of seven to inquire into the prac
ticability dfnegro migration from those States 
and congressional districts where they-: are 
not permitted to enjoy; their constitutional 
rights, to such State's as may desire to receive 
them,', and protect them, or into 6uch territory 
or territories of thje United States as may be 
provided fqr their use ahd occupation. Laid 
on the tableiby request of' Mr. Windom^to be 
called up hereafter. .The House bill provid
ing for the payment of arreas of pensions was 
taken up, discussed at lefigth and p'assed!by a 
vote of yeas 44,,nays 4. The patent law% jvere 
cons ide red .  . . y  . .  ,  * .  
. .HOUSE, Jain.'16.—-Tie bill to facilitate 
the refuridiri^ bf tiie national-debt was passed 
without a division. The; bill organizing the 
Mississippi river improvement commission 
wa's 'considered iat length. The measure is to 
be furtheir'oonsidered. >Both Houses united in 
an evening session in Hall of the House to 
j.oin in'memorial services, in honor of the late 

IFrofr Joseph Henry.1 ^ -'Jaa-*' 
" SENATE, Jan.17.--Mr. • Saulsbury offer
ed a resolution calling upon -Secretary, ^Her
man for information as to commissions paid 
for negotiating leans «ihce i862, and other in
formation.1 ' The patent ilaw amendment bill 
was taken .up; and, adopted. . Wallace and 
Bayard were ^xctised from' 'service' 'on the 
Teller committee. ---d •• -

HOUSE, Jciu 17.—The House spent the 
day in work q>o. the private calender. 

SENATE, JTan. 2IL—Mr "Cockrell intro
duced a bill to retire "tlie rietes of national 
banks and adopt the- cuurency to the wants 
qftrade. The vice-president submitted com
munications, amorig them a recommendation 
from Gens; Shiermaia. Sberidan and Terry, 
concurred in by the ;secretary of war, foi the 
appropriation of $125,000 to erect military 
headquarters at Fort Srielling.' Mr. Morgan 
subknitted the resolution agreed upon: by the 
Democratic caucus as a .substitute for Ed
munds. The patent ainendmeht "bill was dis
cussed' and tome' am^ndu.^hts adopted^ It 
was then ..reported to,, the. Senate, and laid 
.over, Mr' Wiriaom gaye motion of the offer 
:of ah'amehdment. - A bill'was reported from 
the, judiciary committee prescribing penalties 
for the contraction of plufal marriages in the 
TerHtBiies, but prodding: that the president 
.may grant amriesty.toi such as have hereto
fore violated, this Jaw in, this respect. •. • 

' HOUSE, Jan. Si,—fells "were intro-
daced, among them one to pay southern mail 
contractors, one to repeal all laws for the 
appointment of supervisors .of- elections; by 
t>unnell, repealing all acts relating to pre
emption of public lands, and by Strait, to re
duce the price of public lands within the limit 
of railroads. Mr. Potter attempted to intro
duce aresolution for the investigation of the 
Tilden ciphers but objection was made by 
Butler. Mr. Springer introduced a bill to> 
establish minority representation in congress 
a f t e r  t he  nex t  appo r t i onmen t ,  i - ' . .  

HOUSE, Jan. 21.—Mr. Potter called up 
for action the resolution directing investiga
tion of the cipher telegrams, anu asking an 
appropriation of $10,000 to defray the expenses 
.of such inquiry. Mr. Potter spoke at some 
length in favor of the resolution, and in per
sonal explanation and exculpation Mr. 
Butler opposed the resolution, on the ground 
that congress had no jurisdiction over the 
Correspondence of any body, and he (Tilden) 
was a private man, who ,held no public posi
tion. Mr. Hale and Mr. Hewett spoke at 
length in'favor of the resolution. The resol
ution was adopted without a division. The 
postoffice committee reported the post route 
bill and It was passed. The committee of 
ways and means reported a bill to regulate 
the duties on sugar. The bill was ordered to 
be printed. Adjourned. 

•SENATE, Jan. 2l9t,—Senator Morrill 
from the finance committee reported .without 
amendment the House bill to. facilitate re
funding of the national debt. A ioint resolu
tion: directing tbe cancellation of one and two 
dollar notes was introduced and laid, on the 
tab l e .  The  b i l l  t o  a i i t o r i ze  t he  Sec re t a ry  o f "  
the Interior to deposit certain funds held in 
trust for the Indians,, led to a long discus
sion. Pending discussion, the bill was laid 
aside. -The bill to amend thi patent laws was • 
also laid aside. The naval appropriation bill 
was considered. The amendments increasing 
the appropriations $86,500 over the bill as it 
came from the House, as; agreed to without. 
debate. . .Senator Blaine, wishing to submit 
amendments arid address the 8enate on the -
bill, it was laid over till to-morrow. After an 
executive session ..the Senate adjourned. 

Little . Falls Transcript: William Sloan 
is dangerously ill. Dr. Simmons on visit- -
ing him found. Mrs. /Sloan -moving, briskly 
about tbe house attending ' toithe; wants of 
her afflicted spouse, although her baby was 
not quite twenty-four . hours I old and - was 
quieUy deeping in a basket in Orie eorner of 
'the: room. Mrs. Sk>an seemed to be.in her 
usual health, - and such ,rem arkable vigor can 
be accounted for. > only by the L fapt̂ that she • 
and.her husbftnd are half; Qhippewa* S' ̂ t 
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