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THE DIVISION OF DAKOTA.

Much can be said in favor of tﬁe divis-

ion of Dakota and but little against it.

Dakota contains 150,932 square miles,
while New York has but 47,000; Pennsyl-
vania but 46,000; and Ohio but 390.964. It
i therefore larger than all of these, with
Massachusetts, 7,800; Rhode Island,1,306;
Connecticut, 4750; and Delaware 2,120.
thrown in. It islarge enough to make
two statcs, each of which will be larger
tham New York, Massachusetts, Rhbode
Island. Connecncut, Deleware and New
Hampshire.

Its percentage ot waste land is less than
that of New York, Ohio, Michigan, Penn-
sylvania or any of the eastern or New
En:land states.

Almost every township in the territory
is excellent farming land, excepting a
small portion of the Black Hills, and thé
bad lands along the Little Missouri and
Sheyenne and Whiterivers; and even in
these regions the land is all valuable for
grazing or for its minerals.

Da%kota is capable inall of its parts of
sustaining a dense population and will be
in time as well settled as 1llinois or Iowa.

The coteaus which c~upy so great a
space on the map, likc i -+ great Ameri-
can desert, are a myth, - . far as their ob-
jectionable features are concerned. They
form the watershed, it 1s. true, between
the Missouri and James rivers, but even
here the percentage of waste land is less
than it is in many of the richest portions
of New York or Pennsylvania. The
coteaus are high, rolling prairie, with
occasional gravel knolls,but even here the
grass is heavy and nuitritious, the coun-
try well watered and the soil strong and
deep. The famous Steele farm with the
excellent country surrounding it, and its
broad acres of grain; the Troy farm with
its herds of sheep are in that portion of
porth Dakota formerly supposed to be
the bad lands, and now put down on the
maps as the Plateau du Coteau du Mis-
souri.

Division is proposed on the forty-sixth
parallel, giving to north Dakota a terri-
tory 350 miles long by 200 miles wide.

One line of railroad crosses it from east
fo west; another line is being built from
Grand Forks, on the Red river, west via
Devils Lake, striking the Missouri about
the forty-eight h parailel, and another
west from Breckenridge, striking the Mis-
gouri below old Fort Rice. A branch is
being built down the Red river valley
from Fargo; another north from Cassel-
ton, thirty miles west; another north from
Jamestown up the valley of the James,
and still another is projected up the Mis-
souri north from Bismarck.

These lines of communication all lead
east to the lukes or south east 1o St. Paul
and Minneapolis, while the lines of com-
munication 1 southern Dakota lead
south to St. Louis or east to Chicago.

The interests ot.the two sections are as
different as those of Nebraska and Kan.
sas, Jowa and Missouri, or Michigan and
Qhio.

Tuere are no lines of communication
connecting the two sections, and they
have no common sympathies, and no
common interests. The people seldom
meet. Their 1nterests never can be har-
monized.

South Dakota isa corn and sorghun
ceuntry. North Dakota is a wheat and
stock region.

The population of South Dakota is
about 90,000; that of North Dakota about
60,000. Both are settling rapidly and
before anothef congress meets either sec-
tions will have a greater population than
Delaware, Colorado, or Oregon and there
is 1O S¢ase Or reason in thé claim that
the purpose of dividing is puiely po-
htical.

Without division North Dakota will be
the tail, simply, to the South Dakota kite,
attracting attention to it and giving it
prominence and serving it as tails on ani-
mals or kites are required to serve. Thg
capital and the public institutions, public
property and public officers will all be lo-
cated in South Dakota, because they have
the bulk of population—the bulk of cap:-
tal.

Division will give us a territorial or
state organization of our own—will give
us officeis 1n sympathy with us, and ena-
ble us to reach the powers that be. It
will give us our own public institutions;
appropriations for publie surveys; and
when admitted as a state it will give us
influence and standing in congress and in
the nation.

And when our north state is organized
it will give us 500,000 acres of internal
improvement lands; five per cent of all
moneys received from thesale of public

lands, and would gnetl‘u' 6ver two and‘

one half million acres of school land, &
domain within itself about the size ot

Connecticut.

Bismarck has nothing to lose by di-
vision. It will gain a United States
court, as it will be the head of one of the
judicial districts. It may gain oge of
the public institutions, and when our sys.
tem of railroads is completed and the
country west, north and south is devel-
oped it will stand a better show than any
point in the Red river country for the
capitol ; but jealousy of Fargo, or the fear
that Jamestown may secure the capitol
ought net to lead any one to eppose di-
vision. If the people settle at any point
on the line of the North Pacific or n
North Dakota on thg Missouririver, Bis
marck will gain tage. It is wise
to forget the slight®*the . mistakes and
the errors of the past and all strike hands
for North Dakota and for its fature pros-

perity.
DAEKOTA can be divided at this session

of congress. Nothing islost to Bismarck
by division. Much may be gained
through it. Of course in view of the

prejudice that has grown up in the Red
river valley against this county, Bismarck
will stand a poor show indeed 1n tho dis-
tribution of public favors; but as our
people mingle, that prejudice will soon
disappear and our interests being in com.
w.on, common sy mpathies will soon take
the place of prejudice. As to the capitol
of the new territory, Bismarck is un.
doubtedly the proper place for it, but it
is not a matter worth quarreling over.
Almost anyone of the state institutions—
the prison, insane asylum, or a normal
school are worth more to a city than the
capitol, which is most valuable through
the attention it attracts to the locality:
but this is over-balanced, in the opinion
of many, by the jealousy that is excited
by it. If Bismarck gains only the United
States court, she can afford to surrender
all claims to the capitol rather than
remain in her present condition. Itis to
be hoped, however, that the Fargo con
vention will have the good taste to re-
main silent on the capitol question. Let
us all stand shoulder to shoulder in the
battle for division, each locality working
harder, perhaps, because of hopes enter-
tained and let tifne settle the capitol
question.

ErLsewHERE will be found adispatch to
the Fargo Argus in which an immense
kick is made on Minnesotians for Dakota
offices. So long ag people are to be se-
lected from outside states for the import-
ant offices in Dakota 1t doees not appear
why there should be greater objectien to
Minnesotians than to peeple from any
otlier stute. They came here with im-
pressions formed that are favorable to
Dakota and enter at once with the true
spirit upon the work of building up the
interests of Dakota. They have no erron-
eous i apressions or prejudices to over-
come but are western in their education
and sympathies—they are Dakotians
from the day they land on Dakota se1l.

THERE seems to be a disposition pre-
vailingamong those interested in Bis-
marck, to unite in any good work to pro-
mote the future prosperity of the city.The
wrangling, the bickering and back-biting
of the past are 1o be forgotten, and a dis-
position has developed to take a seat
most effectually upon those who have
been responsible for about all of the
trouble that has been raised, = There
seems to be a disposition to push Bis-
m arck to the front rather than the griev-
ances, the prejudices,.or the interest of
anyparticular individual. Let Bismarck
be the battle cry of every man interested
in Blsmarck’s prosperity.

Tk excellent weather continues much
to the disgust of the wood and coal men,
and those dealing in winter wear of every
soit. The countiy is bare of snow and
ice and the streets are dry and dusty;
work is progressing on the North Pacific
and on the bridge as rapidly and with as
much profit as in September. Aside from
a mere squall on Sunday last there has
mot been any unpleasant weather for
nearly two months.

GuiTEAU objected to Scoville's fool
theory and bounced him for it. Having
proven his ‘sanity, he falls back on irre-
sistible impulse at the moment the deed
was committed, Just now he is taking
more stock in Charley Reed than the
Deity, an@d depends upon him' to defend.
Deity and Scoville are way beloew par in
his estimation.

In the language of Hennafin in order to
be a crank one must have brains, and it
must be admitted that some of #he writers

who are now shying their produchons

mto the newspapet lrenn show ’actaq i

‘well as spirit, and endenply are well in-
formed in relation’to the matters of which
they write, but for the glowing, burning,|
brilliant attack—one that will amaze—
wait until the prince of cranks gets his
production ready. It is promised at an
early day.

BurLErGH county is likely to have a'double
delegation to the Fargo convention. Did
any one ever see such people any way as they
have over there at Bismarck?—Fargo Argus.

No. Btoyell didn’t bave following
enough tlis time to choose delcgates
from, or even to second a motion.

As priis are good for a disordered sys-
tem, Denny Hennafin thinks a dose good {2
for the body politic, and therefose, re-
joices that the cranks have turned loose.
It Denny, however, should take a hand in
the controversy and give his opinion of
cianks in general there would be music.

Is 1T possible that the' late Bismarck
Sun influenced Major Edwards, of the
Fargo Argus, into the opinion that the
Nor:h Pacific railroad is mismanaged ?

JamesTowN would be a goed compro-
mise point for the capital of Dakota. Bis-
marck isn't sudering tor it, and Fargo
could, no doubt, be happy without it.

CHas. Corrins laments that religion
and churches are getting so gorgeously
rich that poor people are barred out from
public worship.

A BrLyL has been introduced in the sen-
ate to prohibit the disulling of whiskey
after the year nineteen hundred.

~ Hox. Frank PETTIGREW has intro-
duced a bill in congress to open up the
Fort Rice military reservation.

Tae St. Paul Globe says that the general
passenger office of the Northern Pacific is in
a fair way to possess a museum of curiosi-
osities. Yesterday brought to it specimens
of sandstone, pardy formed, from the Little
Missouri, containing leaves and twigs which
ars in appearance nearly as perfect as ihough
they had iust fallen from the parent tree.

Teg grand jury at New York on Tuesday
made a presentment deprecating the running
of street cars-and stages without conductors,
and advising some action to compel the com-
panies to have a conductor on each: They
call attention, also, to the great losses to the
city occurring in the maunagement of the
docks. .

Tae census bureau has issued a bulletin
showing that there was standing on the the
21st of May, 1880, 80,610,000,000 feet of mer-
chantable pine in Minnesota, -23,957,000,000
feet in Mississippi, 21,192,000,000 feet in Ala-
bama, 6,615,800,000 feet in Florida, and 67,
508,500 feet in Texas.

- Mzr. Beecoen has written a letter to the
New York Tribune on America’s burning
shame—Charles J. Guiteau—in which he says:
“He who is sane enough to organize the ele-
ments of crime and accomplish it, is sane
enough to be hanged.” So says everybody.

Tas great steel arms of the Brooklyn
bridge, reaching from the towers out over
East river, have met in the center of the
stream, and the structure begins to give
promise of early completion.

JeAN AvcusTs BesTREND, the principal re-
publican member of the Frenoh senate, is
dead. He threw himself from a hospital
window while suffering from delirum result-
ing fcom fever and was killed.

0. D. Mason, correspondent of the London
News, was arrested at Constanfinople Tues-
day, charged with speaking in abusive terms
of the sultan, and sentencened to six months’
imprisonment.

Dakota Matters.

A dispatch to the Fargo Argus from Wash-
ington says: The committee on territories :
will report favorable to the division of Da-
kota, and admitting the south half as a
state. Modest Minnesota will insist on
naming the governor and several other ter-
ritorial officers. Thomas Simpson, of Wi-
nona, a strong supporter of Senator Windom,
who expected to have Chief Justice Shan-
non’s place, but who gave way for Edger-
ton to keep peace in the family, is now
Windom'’s candidate for governor of North
Dakota, while Hon. Knut Nelson, of Alex-
andria is to have a judgeship unless he can
secure District Attorney Campbell’s place,
is Senator McMillan’s man. Nelson has
been state senator;: is an able lawyer and
deserves well of his representatives. Mr.
Simpson is said to be one of the ablest law-
yers in Minnesota, about fifty years of age,
smooth-faced, and resembles Henry Ward
Beecher in appearance. a gentleman of ele-
gant address, gentle manners, suave de-
meanor, a pleasant conversationalist and a
olass leader in the Methodist church. While
the people of Dakota may kick. at such an
influx of Minnesotians with federal com-
missions in their pockets, no one can blame
Senator Windom for promptly paying his

s

+have failed.

Two ladies are mnduhtuforolorkoﬂﬁo
Ohio legislature.

CaicaGo - expended over $11,500,000 in
buildings the past year.

THERE are over 12,000 Catholics out of the
25,000 peonle in Dubuque.

Avpams grocery house at Manlin, Texas,was
burned on Monday; loss, $60,000. -

It will take until the first of July for the
census bureau to complete its labors.

CrrisTas in New York was observed by
the almost total suspension of business.

Joun ConweLL of Kenosha, was fatally in-
jured by the cars at Milwaukee Tuesday after-
noon.

A FRESHET i8 announced in the river at
Albany, N. Y., steady rain all day on Tues-
day.

A Harzissura dispatch reports warm rains
for s week past and great floods on that ac-
count. ;

CHas. Bnown shot and fatally wounded a
man named Stewart at Bismarok, near Dan-
ville, Ill. Monday.

S. D. Havnes gets nine months additional
sentence in the Maine State prison for at-
tempting to escape.

H. M. Knowlton, for killing David Rouck,
gets'ten years in the pemtontmry and one
thousand dollar fine.

ViexnnA is greatly excited over a nun being
detained against ‘her will. She was recap-
tured in an attempt to escape.

Cor. Ira H. Prerog, who was found dead
in his bed at Miles City last week, was a
nephew of ex-president Pierce.

Geo. D. Pegxing, the Oonservatlve level-
headed edltor of the Sioux City Journal, has
been making land league speeches.

In a bloody fight on ‘the Bloomington &
Western railroad Monday Chas. Harris was
killed and another man fatally wounded.

SexaTor BEok is preparing aspeech on
1he tariff qustion. He opposes a commission
to revise, and desires congress to control it:

SMALL-POX is spreading to anrlarming ex-
tent through the state of Illinois. Manheim,
fourteen miles north of Chicago, is the latest
victim.

Co1GRESSMAN Amnwn, chairman of the
com:.ittee on territories, says that he be-
lieves Dakota will be admitted as a state at
this session.

TrE portrait of Garfield, wlngh is hereafter
to honor the five cent postage stamps, isa
striking likeness. Mrs. Garfield is much
pleased with it.

Ex-Sexator Tromas C. Prarr has re-
moved allhis household goods from Owego
wo Washington, and will hereafter make that
vity his home.

Mss. Tros. T.Greexwoop, of Gardner,
Mass., died on Sunday from the effects of an
injury received by being thrown from a car
riage by a runaway team.

A WasmnaTon dispatch says that the drift
of sentiment indicates that the apportion-
tionment bill will be passed, fixing the mem-
bers.of congress at 819. - :

Tee killing of Barney Elbot, at Coledge,
Kan., proves to have been murder. The story
of hishaving outraged Hardesty’s wife was
simply to shield the murderers.

A porTRAIT of president Garfield, painted
on porcelain by Herr Sturin, a Dresden ar-
tist, has been sent from Germany as a
Christmas gift for Mrs. Garfield.

Ax exchange thinks Guiteau may be
very crazy, but waltz him up to a scafold
and he would know at once that it was nol
a rostrum for a lunatic lecturer.”

WirriamsrorT, Pa., reports an expected
flood; Water was on Tuesday ten fest above
the low water mark, and still r:sing" Boomns
are broken, and logs reported coming down.

TaxeE is said to be no male descendant of
the Sumner family. Its only representatives
are the three nieses of the great senator—
the daughters of his sister, Mrs. Julia Hast-
ings.

Tae Minneapolis Tiibune says that if the
“Jakota coal company proves to have the
hoped for magnitude, the ex-vice-president’s
namesake will probably spell ite name Coal-
fax.

Tae Austrian emperor has decided to erect
at his own cost, & theatre on the,site of the
Ring theatre, in which requiem mass may be
celebrated yearly for the victims of there-
cent fire.

A NewrozT, R.L, dispatch says the boys
of the training squadron, to the number of
gix hundred, were. given a grand dinner on
Tuesday on board tho New Hampshire and
Minnesota.

Taz great Brooklyn bridge, over the East
river, between the cities of New York and
Brooklyn, is so far completed that the
mayors of the two cities passed over it on
foot last week.

A yYoune lady in New York who was ac-
costed by a well dressed young man in an in-
sulting manner, accepted the offer of an old
woman, who was grubbing in an ash barrel
close by, to. “cover him with ashes for ten
eents;” The biped was pelted with handsful
of ashes, covering him from head to foot be-
fore he could escape. The old lady was re-
warded with a quarter by the young lady,

"debts and standing by his friends.

who remained to witness the operation,

Tnmthumthhmmddinmubh. :
M. J. Oomtco, Momphisulnrd%nhn.

NADE SO BY THE W.ﬂ@ﬂ'
C'BISTIAS FESTIVI!’IIS. :

Christmas Trees at the'Chnrehes and
the Business Done in Holiday
Goods by Bismarck’s

Merchants. ;
Christmas Eve. 2

Saturday was a busy dsy\ amoryg those
selling holiday roods. Fair ladies and gen-
erous hearted men flitted hei e and there and
almost all were loaded down with tokens of
love and regard. Day’s jewelry store was
crowde | from morning till night; Peterson'
Veeder & Co. enjoyed an immense trade ; Al-
bertsor’s 99c¢c store was a favoriteresort.
Hcllembaek reports unusually large sales;
Dunn’s st.:ck was reduced at a ‘fearfull rate;
Lee Hains’ Chi 1ese goods attmcudgrqltt
tention and went off like hot cakes; Risen-
berg and Watson found a gre:t demand for
their holiday specialties, and last bu; not

! least the postoffice news store with ité im-

mense and well selected st »ck enjoyed agood
trade. T i1e Sunday school teachers purchased
for their respective classes, parents for heir
children, husbands for their wives, wives for
their husbands, lovers for their sweetherts,
and frlends for friends. The TrIBUNE will
not attempt to speak of the happy home lea-
tures of Christmas Eve, but the" public es-
tivities were of mote. At tle
.PRESBYTERIAN CHUROH.

A happy throng of teachers, children ad
their friends and parents gathered. ng
church which had been handsomely deco:
ated and thrown int. a parlor, sas crowded:
At six p. m. the exercises commenced, and
for three quarters of an hour the children|
romped and played games not more to their |
own hearts content than that of the elder on- .
lookers. A bountiful supper was served to
all present, at the close of which the tree was
ifluminated and the lamp lights darkened.
The display of gifts was simply exquisite.
The decorations attracted deserved attention.
A brief prayer of thanks wasoffered and then
the presents were distributed. All were
happy, and none could help feeling thankfal
that their lot-was cast in & Christian land.
One of the most pleasant features of the oc-
casion was the perfect good will which pre-
vailed, making all tender and kind to omne
another, and orderly in all their plays, and
this good will seemad to be carried away to
their homes,there not being,so far as known,
a single disappointed heart.

AT THE METHODIST CHURCH

the festivities were a success. The beautifal
ash tree wasfairly loaded with pretty pres-
ents partly given by the school and in part
the gifts of parents and friends. The con-
cert exercises by the children were good,’
noticeable among them being several recita-

tions by the Masters and Misses, \and the

beautiful and entrancing refrain ‘We're

Marching to Zion” was rendered as a march-

ing song, while the children phssed around

through the aisle to the rythm of the music.

Every seat in the church was occupied, and

all seemed well pleased with the evening’s

entertainment.

You Should Smile.
Travel improves superior wine and spoils
poor; it is the same with the brain. ;

Man is governed by the rule of three when
he marries and lives with hie wife’s “pa and
ma." "

“All signs fail in dry times,” as the bar-
tender said to the beat who tried to give him
the wink.

Why is a horse the most curious feeder in
the world? Because he eats best whenhe has
not a bit in his mouth. i

Getting married is a good deal like a game
of whist—it depends altogetLer on what kind
of a hand you hold. .

Admirers of the turf are enthusiastio over

the recent performances of a horse called
The Little Brown Jug. But ian’t this enthu-
siasm uncalled for? Deosn’t the little brown
jug always go round fast?
" She was a noodle aud he was a noodle, and
when their marriage was a.nnonnoed ,Simons,
who knew and appreciated . ‘them both, ex-
claimed, with tears standing in his eyes,
“T'wo souls without a single thought.”

“I say when does this train leave?” “What
are you asking me for?” “Goto the conduc-
tor; I'm the engineer.” ‘I know you'’re the
engineer; but you might givea mana civil
answer.” Yes, but I am not a civil en-
gineer.”

Inquirer.—Does a man’s size vary? Yes,
sir; we've seen a man in a bar-room treating
the crowd and he was the biggest man in
the town till his mother-in-liw came in and’
took him by the ear, and then he was a very
little fellow.

The Report Courteous.
[San Francisco Post.]

A very hnngry arrival at the Palace rushed
into the dining-room the other day andfell
upon the eatables with great determination.

T deolare!” said one of those hotel funny
dogs, whosat at the same table. ‘My dear
sir, you remind me of the Prodigal Son.”

“Exaoctly,” said the hungry man, as b.
speared another cutlet. “I am toroed to
eat with the hogs.” i

And the lardy dab was carried out ona
ship. \
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