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Map Showing the Bismarck Land District, Comprising ‘an Area of 51,000 Sqaare

. Miles, or a Territory Equal to'the Whole State of New York.
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The Bismarck Land District

The map published 1n this issue shows
the location of the Bismarck land dis.
trict. Its extent will be be comprehended
when the reader 18 informed that it cov-
ors a territory greater thun the state 01
New York; embracing a< it does ever H0,-
000 square miles, while the stule ot New
York has but 47.000,

THE SURVEYS.

Owing to the lack of appr priations,
comparatively lir le of this distriet has
been surveyed, and there are to-day 1u
Burleigh couniy nearly as many ~eitiers
on unsurveyed as thereare on 3 urveyed
lands The money sppropriated, how-
ever, has been used wisely, and the town-
ship lines have been runj and threngh a
system of deposits the townsnips are ve-
ing sub-divided where neceesary.

THE COUNTRY
is well watered as will be secn by the
map, and timber abounds along the Mis-
souri and tributary streams. -Along the
Missouri, - Heart, Knife, Cannon Ball
and Little Missouri- .rivers  the
country is decidedly rolling, though not
mountainous in uny of ns paris. Tue bot
tom lands along the Missouriuare gen
erally from half a mile to twélve miles
wide, and here the timber abounds. The
table lands, however, are the best tor

azing and grain, as the bottoms ure
formed by river deposits, while the up-
lands

HAVE A SOIL
rich in all the elements that make wheat,
flax, corn and grass. Th soil is an accu-
mulation of vegetable and mineral mat-
ter from eighteen inches to five feet deep, -
resting upon a drift formation from thirty
to fifty feet deep, every foot of which is
riciier in the elements in soii, which
makes farming succesaful, and thereiore
more prefiiable than the best lands in
Mew Eopgland, Among these elements
are disintegrated lime boulders, deposits
of gypsum, mingled with thesoil, fre-
quently in the form of crystals, and vege-
table matter of almost every sort. .

THE CROPS ’
grown are varied and comprise every-
thing proeduced in a temperate climate
Wheat, oats, barley and flax, however,
succeed the best. = There is no rain in
autumn, none in winter and but httle
during the time these grains are ripen-
ing; nor is there but little snow in early
winter. At this wriiing (December 26,
1881,) the prairies ure bare, the weather

wiid and the streets dusty.  Stock an
fecding upoa the prairics as in. Septen
ber, and the outside doors of busines-
Lkonses andl dwelline houses are  open, @
in summer, Lo February aud Mareh the
fall of xnow reaches ten to twenty inches.
This, melting,  moistens - the  ground
thoroughly. and the crops are put in - and
et well under way withoat rain. Tn May
and June the vapor rising from the melt-
ing snow in tlie monntaing, drifted east.
ward by the prevail'ng winds, comes
down in the formeof ram,
THE RAINFALL

is then abundant and is sufficient, with
the snows of February  and Mareh, with
out a drop a any otherseason of ithe year,
to produce cnormous crops As u resuit, *he
straw and berry are unusnally brigut and
the grain 1 quusaaliy heavy, Wheat ofien
reaches sixty-four ponads 1o the bushel
and vate forty pounds.  Corn is also sue-
cesafully grown, and frequently vields
fifty  bushels 10 the acre oo sod, planted
in the furrow and plowed under at the
time of the first breaking of the prairie.
Better vesetabiea were pever raised in
any - country. “The potat es {requently
weigh two and one-halt pounds eaeh, and
are  pever holiow hearted;  cabbage,
twenty two ponnds each; “turnips, seven-
teen, and parsnigs over two and one-half
feet in ength.: .

CATTLE FEED AND GROW FAT .
om the prairie bunch grass during the en
tire winter.  Provision for fodder and
shelier is always made, but when pro
ected by timber the cattle do not need it.
Horses and muies live'in the same man-
ner.

THE CLIMATE

is all that can be desired. -Passing from
the coast of Japan eastward, there 18 a
current similar to the gulf stream, which
sirikes the Pacific const near Van Cou-
ver's Island. This warm siream of water
brings with it & warm current of atmos-
phere, which passes down the coast, giv
ing 10 Calitornia the favorable climate
with which all are familiar. These warm
currents of air, m*ngling with the colder
lIand currenfs, give to Washington terr-
tory a riiny <enson instead of .the usnal
no- thern winter. They pass over the d -
pression, ¢ lled the northern pass of the
Rocky Mountains, follow the formation
of' the country—the course of the Missouri
river—and give 1his recion ’
THE CHENOOK WINDS,
for which the Missouri valley has beceme

0 famous., It is a fact not generally
Snown, but true nevertheless, that the
slands off the coust of Alaska are never
:ouched by frost. The thermometer
ranges in the vicinity of sixty above zero
during the entire winter. Look at the
course of the Missouri river.  Would not
the modifying influences that affect these
islands be naturally eondocted by the
viver t «this? These influences open the
Missouri and Yellowsion « rivers at their
northern 'extfemities first, and enables
farmers ahout Bismarck 1o sow apd har-
vest their gramms two weeks eariier
than they don the Red river country;
and they eive-a climate f:r more favor.
able in winter. [t 1s never colder at Bis
marck than it 1s at Fargo, but in mid-
winter it is always warmer, and a differ-
ence of even filty degrees has been noted
on 8 veral occasions. There is an aver-
age of six 1o ton degrees difference, in
favor of Bismarck, hetween St. Paul and
Bismarck, as can be shown by the records
of the United States signnl offices.  These
claims, lnughed at only a few years ago,
are now conceded by all' who are familiar
with the country.
TIE MARKETS
of this region are superior to these of

Towa or Missouri. There is a home mar-
ket growing out of the Tapid settlement

of the conntry and the extension of rail-.

roads that creafes a local demand for
almost everything grown aside fom
wheal. - Wireat is shipped from all points
on the North Pacific ratlroad, as far west
as Bismarck, to either Minneapolis or
Duluth at an aver.ge of fifteen conts per
bushel.© The superior chanacter of the
whent gives a margin of itseif of at least
temcents per bushel, besause the wheat is
in demand for manutacture by the great
mills at Minneapclis and for ' shipment
east. It is purchased by speculators and
niixed with lowergrades: it is purchased
by muanufactarers even in Michigan, and
impr ves, when mixed, their :best
winter varieties.  Because of the -local
deniand, the easéin rexching the lakes;
and 1he demand for Dakota No. 1 hard by
wianutacturers  and  speculators, wheat
brings 25 per cent. more  per bushel in
north Dakota than it does in south Da-
kota. )
THE YIELD OF GRAIN

is not only greater in pounds per bushel but
in busheis peracre. In north Dukota and
aorth Mincesoia the yield of wheat per
acre 1s trom fifteen to thirty bushels per

| acre, the average being about twenty-two
bushels, In south Dakota and southern
Minnesota the'yield is from six to eigh
teen bushels per acre, the average not to
exceed-ten bushels. "Here we get better
crops of graun, vegetables and grass.
There the corn crop alone is superior.

RAILROADS,

The North Pacific railroad ° crosses
north Dukota from east to west, 370 miles.
The Chicago & Northwestern has ex.
tended its lines weil into. north Dakota,
and is working on a direct line to Bis-
marck. The Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul railroad is also extending its Hast-
ings & Dakota div sion 10 Bismnarck, A
line of road is projected lezding north of
Bismarck into the Mouse riv - country,
and still another northwest into the Sa-
schateuewan region. Both of these Iines
will be built by the North Pacific. Still
another line is projected from Winnipeg
to Bismarck, and another from Mandan
to the Black Hills. The latter is also
likely to be eonst-ucted under the aus-

pices of the North Pacific. A line is be-
[ 1 built north from Jamestown to
Tirevil’s Lake; another from Grand Forks
to Devil’s Lake, and still another west
(rom Breckenridge to Fort Yates. This
line will build branches connecting with
the North Pacific at Bismarck, and two
or three other points beitween Fargo and
Bismarck. A branch is being built down
the Red river from Fargo; another thirty
miles from Casselton. The coun.ry is
‘being Ihterally gridironed by railroads,
because of the magic word, *““wheat.”
I RIVER NAVIGATION
! The Missouri river is navigable for
1,200 miles ajove Bismarck to Fort Ben-
ton far boats having a capacity of 350 to
750 tons. The Yellowstone, which joins
the Missouri at Fort Butord, is navignble
for 350 miles. The Red river is navigable
_from Fargo north to the Briush line.

i BISMARCK. .

i The head of the Bismarck land district,
and the most important point, so far as
location 18 concerned, in North Dakota,
is located at the Noith Pacific crossing of
the Missouri river. It is 2 town of about
2,500 people. It has a Urvited States land
oftice, Uilited States custom office, office
of collector of 'nternal revenue, United
States quarter master depot, and 1s the
beadquarters ofthe Northwestern division
of the United States military teiegraph,
the officer in charge having under his

‘try under these laws.

control over 2,000 miles of wire, leading
northwest to all military posts in this de-
par'ment, and muaking a complete circle
via Fort Benton, Helena, Montana, points
in [daho, Wyoming and Uiah, returning
to the central office ut Bismarck via Dead-
wood and Fort Yates. Tliis great system,
the largest of the kind in the world, con.-
nects with the Pacific system, and gives
Bismarck telegraph fucilities equal to any
city in the Northwest. Five lines of
steamers have their headquarters at Bis-
marck, and twenty two steamers are con.
stantly employed during the season of
navigition,plyi -g between Bismarck and
points on the Upper Missouri and Yel-
lowsione, ;

Theecity is prospering, cnjoying as it
does an immense trade from 1he surround-
ing country, the river and railroad exten-
si-n,

Iis postoffice is of the second class, the’

sam - grade as Auburn, New York, and
other towns even larger.

[ts schools, both public and Catholie,
are graded, and it has five churches.

The Masons and Old Fellows have or-
ganmzed -oeleties wud hails for their own
use.

BURLEIGH COUNTY

has an area of larm land equivalent to
1,382,400 acres—sixty townships o thirty-
six sections each—eight thousand farms
of a quarter seetion each. The Missouri
river forms its western boundary, and
gives it ariver frontage ot over eighty
miles. . Turtle river, Painted Woods,
Burnt and Apple crecks are amoag
the streams that drain its surface.

Heavy bodies of timber are found along
the river, and excellent farming lands
may be had under the homestead, pre-
emption or timber culture laws. There
is haulf a million acres ot goverament
lands in this county alone subject to gn-
There is no coun-
ty in the United Siates offering equal ad-
vantages. Timber, prairie, grazing or
grain lands, inexhaustible beds of ‘coal,
and in addition to the unoccupied gov-
ernment lands over a quarter million
acres of railroad lands, which can be pur-
chased on favorable terms.

KIDDER OOUNTY
with it scores or lovely lakes, its bo-
nanza farms, at Steele, T'roy and and Daw-
=on, and - intelligent people, invites those
looking for homes in the west to come
and see what has been done during the
past three years in a country until these
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