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ANNIVERSARY OF THE CUSTER
MASSACRE. A

This day six years ago was & sad his-
oric day for the Seventh cavalry. Five
companies of the vaunted Seventh with
the gallant Custer, their’former leader,
and his trusted comrades laid lifeless on
the tield of the battle of June 25th,-and
the gallant Major Reno’s command, after
having lost the brave and distinguished
McIntosh and Hodgson, with many other
brave soldiers, were barely able to save
themselves from a similar tate. Of whuat
took place during the battle with Custer’s
command, no one was left to relate. That
they did their whole duty and shared the
same sad fate needs no demonstration.
Major Reno saved seme of his command.
This was1he result of instinctive wisdom
directed by a commendable discretion as

. destitute from cowardice as'it was benev-

olent and fraught with safety from a simi-
lar-annihilation. Itis even yela question
whether his iittle command, perched upon
the crest of that sacred hill that furnished
temporary protection, would not have ul-
timately fallen a prey to the savage tury
of Sitting Bull’s myrmidons, had not
General Terry’s command rescued them
from their besiegeis.

The event was so sudden, so unexpected
and so unprecedentedly «disastrous and
awful as to thrill the public with aston-
ishing amazement. It was too horrible
for realization. No one at first could re-
alize its truth or believe 1t possible.
What! Custer and the flower of the gal-
lant Seventh who had fought and won a
hundred Indian battles all slain! Custer,
who was one of Sheridan’s most accom-
plished, most skillful, most daring and
most successfui generals in the vailey of
Virginia, who had planned and fought
more-successful Indian batties than .apy
other man on earth, whose name was to
hostile Indians a terror so great as to be
equalled only by their hatred and desire
for vengeance, and whom most people
desiring a chastisement of the hostile In-
dians, would gladly have seen placed 1n
command of” the expedition, as being not
an abler but a more experieaced general
in Indian fighting than General Terry.
He and bhis brothers and brave compan-
jons, Keogh, Smith, Cook, Yeates,
McIntosh and their brave commands all
slain! It was astounding!. No wonder
that in this amazement, this national.ex-
citement, this consternation and disaster,
some effort should be made 1o ascertain
who was to blame. Every calamity must
have its Jonah. Who was1t in this case?
It was not Gen. Terry, for he was aca-
pable man in any position, and all exper-
ience dethonstrated him as not only ca-
pable but faultless. Such a disaster could
not occur without a mistake or wrong in
somebody. Who was it? Custer was
dead; his command was dead, and he
must have been the Jonah. This, in the
minds of somemen who did not know
Custer, was the conclusion.

Now, after the lapse of six years, we
may venture to say that Custer was no
Jonah; that Terry was not to blame, and
that everybody in the army was not only
faultless, but did their whole daty, al-
though many of them paid & severe pen-
alty for the outrageous wrongs of others.

How did this transpire? The.solution
1s as palpable as it was obvious to the
observing ones who resided here at the
time, where the facts were well known.
What were these facts, and how did they
accomplish so insidiously the fiendish
work of this day’s slaughter without ag
tracting more of the public attention? At
that time the iniquity ot Indian agents
had attained its culmination. Agencies
were sought for as a means of obtaiming
ill-gotten gains, and when obtained, all
considerations of common honesty, all
claims of jhumanity and the public wel-
fare were swallowed up in the whirlpool

" of avaricious pecuniary acquisition. The

primary object of their aection was to
make an immense fortune in the shortest
time possible. To this end they bent
and subsidized every shrewd and avail-
able mental faculty they possessed.
Among their prolific resources, a promi-
nent means of obtaining money without
an adequate equivalent, and thereby
cheating the government, was to assume

that all the Indians belonging to
the agency were present. at the
time of making  issues, and

that the issues were made ‘to the whole
number, while if the Indians were absent,
which frequently happened, the issue was
for the Indians only who were present,
and by this device they annually pocketed
thousands of dollars clear gain. Thig at
that time was well understood to be the
practice at Standing Rock, a leading
agency some sixty miles below here, and
it was a practice which doubtless extended
to other agencies on the frontier. For
several weeks before the bhattle was
fought there were in Bismarck men from
Standing Rock almost daily on husiness
of one kind or another, and all these men
concurred in asserting that all the availa-
ble Indian warriors of that agency .had
left and gone te the assistance of Sitting

\

Bull, and that the Indian warriors from
the agencies below, according to the most
reliable information, had also gone. This
information"had created great anxiety at
‘Bismarck for the safety of the expedition,
‘and some exasperation toward the agents
for allowing the absence ot these Indians
without giving the public official notice
of the fact.  Imstigated by this feel-
ing, but a short. time before the
massacre, when Agent. Burke was
here on business and deposited his
money with Capt.-James A. Emmons for
safe keeping, Emmons, Col. Thompson
and a crowd of other gentlemen earnestly
demsnded of Burke truthful information
in regard to the rumored absence of the
Indians ef his agency. Burke vehement-
ly asserted that all such information was
absolutely false, that all his Indians were
at the agency, and that he had issued full
rations ot beef to every soul of them but
two days before, and further that he had
no information of Indians leaving other
agencies. This did not quiet apprehen-
sion 1 regard to the expedition, but it
demonstrated one of the methods of ille-
gitimate money-making practiced by this
Indian agent.

Since the massacre occurred it has been
amply demonstrated that portions of the
warriors from all the Sioux and Cheyenne
agencies had not only left their agencies
without leave and without notice of their
absence being given by their agents, but
that they had participated in the slaugh-
ter and afterwards returned to their agen-
cies hoastful of their participancy.

Now it requires hut slight generaliza-
ticn to conclude that Buike's reticence
and criminal_silence was predicable of
most other of these agents.

Hence, the government was ignorant of
the absence of the Indians from their res-
ervations and was led by its agents to be-
lieve they were all at home receiving their
rations of beef. The government knew
that Sitting Bull’s band of hostile Indians
did not exceed six or seven hundred war-
riors. The whole military expedition
was just as wise as the government and
never dreamed of the immense augmenta-
tions of his command un:il Reno was sur-
rounded by more than six or seven thous-
and, through whom he cut his way to the
meagre safety he obtained, and by whom

“Custer’s entire command was instantane-

ously annihilated.

If {he Indian agents had performed
their duty, the government would have
known the facts at the Indian bureau.
Then Generals Sherman and Sheridan
would have ascertained them and would
have transmitted them to General Terry
in the field and he to Custer and the whole
disaster would have been arrested.

Let no one say that any one belonging
to the army on'that sad and memorable
day “disobeyed orders,” “was rash and
indiscreet,” was a coward or “failed to do
his duty.”

>I‘HE most terrific rain and hail storms
ever known have raged 1n Illinois and In-
diana this season, and as a result the corn
crop has been damaged at least fifty per
cent. In most localities farmers have
planted two and three times, and the last
planting is so backward that there is lit-
tle hope of even a ripening. Farmers re-
lying entirely on their corn crop are very
much discouraged, but those having in
winter wheat are more jubilant, as the
prospects were never better for a boun-
teous yield. It seems to have been an ex-
ceptionally good season for winter wheat
in that section, and in some of the lower
counties harvesting has already begun.
June and July delivery of wheat sold
very high in Chicago this year, and the
grangers are anxious to get theiwr grain to
market as soon as possible.

Tue Graund Forks papers not only pro-
pose ‘to bolt if & southern Dakota man is
nominated for congress, but purpose ge-
ing for everything there is in sight. The
Plaindealer says: “Within five years
North Dakota will have a population of
half a million. The right to the name of
Dakota belongs to the upper half of the
territory by the title of superior reputa
tion, greater ecxcellence, larger wealth,
stronger attractions, The southern half,
already inferior in population, and with
a future of - monotonous mediocrity,
should surrender its share of the name
and take another.

CHIicAco is anxious to get some of the
Dakota No. 1 hard wheat, and it is
learned from good authority that the
Northwestern road will be pushed
through to Bismarck within another year
and several branch lines built to tap the
wheat belt at various intervals, The line
to Bismarck will give the road a northern
connection with the river, and as Bis-
marck is -the gateway to mnorthwestern
Dakota and Montana, it has become a
magnet not only for the great Northwest-
ern‘but tor tlie Chicage;, Milwaukee &
St. Paul and scores of smaller lines. Bis-
marck will become a railroad centre.

Tae North Dakota Capital, speaking
of the delegate campaign, says Mr. Petti-
gréw has indicated remarkable fairness,
good judgment and tact. No man could

do better in looking after the affaiis of &
constitvency whose interests are so varied
and diverse. ' In all matters’ which have
arisen and /demanded his attention, he
has shown a zeal,'an earnestness most
commendable, and has carried forward
his work with an industry and persever-
ance truly remarkable. His time has not
been spent in idleness, but hard work, and
the fruits of his labors are being seen in
every section of the territory.

Mgz. PETTIGREW’S enemies for a few
days made £o much noise thatthey caused
themselves to believe that they were over-
whelmingly 1n the majority, but it only
had the effect to awaken his - friends, and
anew- order ot things already exists.
Strong sentiment in his favor is now
shown to * exist in localities heietofore
supposed to be hostile,and his friends look
with confidence for an overwhelming
victory for their favorite. )

It is true that Mr. Pettigrew has not
been able to control the appointments in
the territory as he could have wished, but
that is partly o wing to/the back fire
that the governor and othersat home have
kept upon him, and partly owing to the
fact that territorial appointments have
been used tor the payment of adminis-
tration debts. It was only necessary to
get'up a tocal fight ona Dakota candi-
date, when ans excuse was given to ap-
point'some man from abroad  instead of
the Dakota man. '

But when it comes right down to good
square work for Dakota and for attention
to Dakota interests, he is entitled ta great
praise. No'man cowld have done more
than he has doae or heen more success-
ful.

He has been constantly on the alert;

has been active, intelligent, persistent and
successful, and has come to be recognized
as onc of the Dbest territorial delegates
that has ever been in Washington. He
has some bitter enemies, but he has also
warm friends, as all men having positive
qualities should have.
He is not 2 milk and water man. His
enemies, as well as his friends, know
where to find him. He has Dbecome fa.
miliar with the work at Washington and
ought to be returned.

North Dakota has found him faithful
to her interests as well as to those of
southern Dakota. He made enemies in
sonth Dakota by doing the fair thing by
this scction. He stood for the eight
against the whole gang of southern Da-
kota visiiing statesmen,  and
insisted upon a square dzal for North
Dakota.

He has not been a policy man, and has
therefore done his duty without any ref-
erence to his own interests.

He has been tried and not found want-
ing, and should therefore be re-elected.

THERE is not a locality on the line of
the North Pacific where grain of all
kinds is looking as fine or as far ad-
vanced as on the Missouri slope. Thisis
not idle gossip, but a fact that every one
who will look from the cer window will
observe, The farmers of this section will
be pleased to show land hunters what this
country can do, and specimens of grow-
ing grain can be seen at the TRIBUNE
office. G

Ir North Dakota insists upon claiming
the delegate this fall why not nominate
W. F. Stecle, the bonanza farmer? He is
a man of energy, and of character; a man
of truth, vigorous and outspoken under
all circumstances. If he will allow his
name to come before the convention, his
friends will rally to his support.

Morge breaking is being done this year
between Jamestown and Bismarck than
was done on the entire Dakota division
of the North Paciﬂc,belwe%n Fargo and
Bismarck, five years ago. -

NEWS COMMENTS.

J. Ar. SAWTELLE is en route to Montana
with a comedy company of twelve persons.

Fron latest reports Jamestown is not to
have a United States land office after all.
The authorities at Washington have kicked
against it. R

Tae Inte-Mountain reports a case of

small-pox in Butte, and states that the great-
est precautions have been taken to prevent
the spread of the terrifying disease.

Carr. Jorn W. Snare, of Miles City, has
associated with himself in the Cottage saloon

James Coleman. The Cottage is one of the
big institutions on the line of the extension.

TrosE who are early risers may zow catch
a glimpse of ‘the new comet just as night
gives way to day. With an opera glass quite
a string of tail can be seen. It should soon
show up in the evening in the west. It is
now rapidly brightening.

Tue Glendive Times of this week claims to
have just received intelligence of the killing
of six of the British American mounted po-
lice, by the Cree Indians, in the vicinity of
Cypress Hills, N. W. T, - These Crees are the
sl:ri\bs gf the northwest and ought to be anni-

ilated.

Tue track of the North Pacific is graded
six or seven miles the other side of Bedford,
about ten miles west of the crossing of the

Missouri. There are a number of grading
parties at work all along the line from Indian
creek to near Helena—thirty-five miles. It

ton Board of Trade that our prospects for a
railroad from Billings depend upon the qual-
ity of Castner’scoal. If the coal won’t coke
there is no use of building a railroad to
Benton.” - - e 3

Brinky JACK, a railroad brakeman who
has been amusing himself by capsizing
Fargo bartenders and rendering their busi-
ness stormy, knocked down a policeman
named Johnston the other day, and received
a bullet m his shoulder as his reward. Blinky
escaped, however.

Hox. J. B. WAkErFIELD was nominated by
the republicans of the second Minnesota dis*
trict for congress on the 21st inst. Mr.

Wakefield is one of God’s noblemen, great
hearted, true and able, and a universal favor-
ite with all who knew him. He will be
elected by an overwhelming majority.

Tae Glendive Times issued a little six-by-
nine supplement this week, and the bantling
was more newsy and in every way better than
the parent sheet. The TrBUNE would sug-
gest to the Times boss that he suppress, the
parent and run the bantling. It would re-
dound much to the credit of Glendive.

Nexr Friday Guiteau will do the tight rope
act unless the other cranks succeed in per-
snading President Arthur to reprieve the vil-
lain until 2 commission of scieatific cranks
pass on his case. It is hoped that the presi-
dent will not be influenced by the insane
commission, but allow the law to take, its
course.

FataerR MALO, a priest, working in the in-
terest of the breeds in the Mouse river and
Tartle Valley region, reports that the land in
that country is unfit for agriculture. This
dodge is too thin. Hundreds of men who
know more about land than all the priests in
christendom, have been over the ground and
say it is rich, and capable of producing large
erops.

Dgz. C. K. Covrx, of Helena, M. T., says the
Herald, enjoys the possession of a male and
female lynx. He has had the beasts a year,
and on the morning of the 13th inst. he was
much surprised upon discoveriug two kittens
suckling the mother. The breeding of lynx
when confined is a very rare occurrence, and
the owner of the kittens is a big Ingin in
consequence of his unexpected success.

Severan more new Dakota newspapers
have come to our table, Among the number
is the Clark County Review, published by
Farrington & Johnson; and the Wheatland
Herald, by A. M. White. Both of these pa-
pers are gotten upneatly and are well edited.
These 1.ew papers are indicative of great de.
velopment within the confines of our terri-
tory.

Tom YouNe, a Cincinnati congressman, in
a decoration day address, pursued a new line
of thought. His theme was not what the sol-
dier did for the country, but what the coun-
try has done for the soldier. His ad
was enlivened by some figures from the pen-
sion and land offices, and is described in a
press dispatch assomething altogether novel,
but not altogether pleasing to the veterans
present. .

AcoorpING to an official order the bread
ration at Fort Buford. D. T., has been in-
creased to twenty ounces. The bread ration
at Fort Custer, M. T., has been reduced from
twenty-two toeighteen ounces. From which
it will naturally be inferred that the soldiers
at Buford are greater gormandizers than
their brethren at Custer. This is probably
owing to the greater heelthfulness of Dako-
ta’s climate.

James A. Envons, democrat, has declared
himself in favor of Geo H. Hand for dele-
gate in congress, because, he says, the brevet
governor is a man of heart. That he has

pardoned Couk and other leadipg criminals,
and will pardon Brave Bear. No doubt
Brave Bear would feel better had Mr. Hand
the pardoning power in Brave Bear’s case in
his hands, but unfortunatly for that bloody
villain he is under the jurisdiction of the
Emwd States and not the territory of Da-
ota.

In the dispatches describing the finding of
the De Long party by Engineer Melville at
the Lena delta, published in the New York
Herald, the following paragraph appears

None of the dead had boots. Their feet
were covered with rags, tied on. In the
pockets of all were pieces of burnt skin
and of the clothing which they had been
eating. The hands of all were more or less
burned, and it looked as if when dying they
had ecrawled into the fire, Boyd lying over
the fire and his clothing being burned
throngh to the skin, which was not burned.
Collins’ face was covered with a cloth.

Fagrco Argus, 22: ‘‘Denny Hminaﬁn. of
Bismarck, who is one of the sporting gentle-
men here to take in the races, is the great
original of Stanley Huntley’s Spoopendyke.
Hundreds of the odd yarns and jaw-breaking
frontier phrases that have given fame and
fortune to the Brooklyn Eagle’s reckless ink-
slinger originated with Hannafin, and all the
political and journalistic world remembers
his famous interview with Gen. Hancock.
If Hancock had taken Hannafin’s advice that
time he might have been president. Denny
has just won a big lawsuit which makes him
a bonanza king for the rest of his days, but
he puts on no more &irs than if he were only
a common citizen.”

Tee Sioux City Journal of recent date says
that the artesian well at that place is now
down 1,740 feet, and the drill is still working
in very hard rock. The character of the
formation has changed of late, and the pres-

ent rock is supposed to be Trenton limestone.
The lime is very prominent in it. The ap-
proximate thickness of the limestone is
placed in White’s geology at 200 feet. Below
this, in the netural order should be St.
Peter’s sandstone, and szhen that formation
is reached the company hopes to meet its
ample reward. The hole is now 425 feet
through very sblid rock. The drill sinks
very slowly.

De. CorE, of Helena Montana, the owner
of the lynx and the kittens recently born,
mention of which was made by the TRIBUNE,
intends, we learn from the Helena Herald of
the the 17th inst., to make the effort to do-

mesticate one or both of the young animals.
A tame feline, who brought forth an increase
at a time similar to that of her untutored

| sister, has had one of her progeny removed
: to the interior of the cage occupied by the

»

Axorsxa one of. those Socidents which
have occurred so freguently in the vicinity
'of Eldridge during the past few months as
to give that section the appellation of ‘the -
“grave of freight trains” took place last
week. Freight train No. 14 ran off an open
switch. The locomotive was ditched and
with a\bmg-wang rip-roar, crash, half a ,
dozen cars piled on top of the prostrate mon-
ster like an avalanche. Nobody was hurt,
save the conductor, who was knocked through
a window of the caboose, cutting his face
and peeling his nose. The engineer and fire-
man deserted the machine when the danger
was discovered.

From a pamphlet jpst issued by the Hamp-
ton Instituts, where the young aborigines
are being educated, we glean the following
-data : Since April, 1878, one hundred and
sixty-six Indian pupils have been received at .
the Hampton Institute, and are accounted
for as follows: Sent back to Indian territory
via Carlisle school, 13. Died at school (chief-
ly from consumption), 11; sent home for
sickness (nearly all cases of inherited lung
trouble), 23, of whom 8 have died ; for other
reasons 3; returned after a three years’
course ‘of instruction, 31. Total returned,
81; now at school, 85. The death rate at
Hampton has averaged three per cent a year
for four years.

WarLe at Huron last week Wm. H. Vander-
bilt was serenaded and he made a speech.
He expressed himself as much pleased with
"the appearance of the people of Dakota. He
said they were the best educated and cleanest
looking he had metin a long time. That
there were no socialistic tendencies among

them to disturb the souls of millionaires.
He paid the press of the west a neat compli-
ment also. Inshort he scattered his taffy
around quite generously. In his speech he
betrayed much discernment, demonstrating
that he could form a correct estimate of a
country by riding through itat a rate of forty
miles an hour. He recognizes the fact that
Dakota with her industrious and contented
population, with her vast wheat fields, stock
ranges, great water course and fabulously
rich mineral region, will soon be the greatest
feeder to his system of railroads on this con-
tinent, and therefore he is getting a railroad
foothold within her borders.

TrE city of Helena, Montana, is flling up
with suspicious characters, tramps, vagrants,
and midnight marauders, to such an extent

that it has become necessary on the part fof
the vigilantes to issue their cabalistic figures
©3.7-77.” The evil doers know what these
numbers mean. The vigilantes of Helena
are not to be fooled with. They
wean what they say. Their past record has
given them great prestige in that section
and they are backed by the gemeral senti-
ment of that community. The Independent
of the 14th says that incendiaries have been
at work in Helena, and under the circum-
stances, while it believes in upholding the
supremacy of the law, it recognizes the fact
that emergencies may arise requiring a re-
sort to extreme measures. Self-preservation
is nature’s first law, and against the incendi-
ary and midnight marauder no measures can
be regarded as too violent which are neces-
sary to public safety. This isa good, healthy
sentiment, and it should exist in a reasona-
ble degree in every town on the frontier.

Taege is nothing like booming when the
boom is properly engineered. Last spring a
company of capitalists located the towusite
of Hope, in Griggs county, D. T., out on the
uninhabited prairie. They erected a large
hotel, supplied it with all the modern im-
provements, started a newspaper and began
to rustle. They did not sit down and hope
(as the name would indicate) for somebody

to come along and build up the town and
country for them, but began to rustle them-
selves, individually and collectively, and_to-
day their enterprise is a success. Three days
of last week the hotel furnished accommoda-
tions for ninety strangers, exclusive of sixty
regular-boarders, stores are in full blast, new
ones opening, business is brisk, and like all
new bgom centers, ready cash is plentiful, as
strangers ask no credit. The town is full of
land hunters, and the permanent population
of that city is increasing rapidly. What has
accomplished all this? The answer is_sim-

le. A geod hotel, a newspaper, and the

armonious and energetic work of all con-
cerned.

TrreE or four days ago when the northern
lights illuminated the darkness of this sec-
tion the TrisuNE said the display was indica-
tive of < old weather. The prediction or as-
sertion has proven true. We have never
known it to fail. Sun dogs in winter are the

harbingers of a dry, cold snap, and the auro-
ra borealis in summer is a sure sign of a
change in the temperature from warm to cool.
We are not a Vennor nor a Tice, but that
much we know abont the weather, and what
we know we know as well as anybody.—Bis.
MARCE TRIBUNE, June 18, :

Go slow, old man, in your prophesying.
The aurora in summer indicates moistare.
We're not a prophet, or the son of a prophet,
but we know that you are off your base as a
summer weather prognosticator.—Casselton
Reporter.

The Trisune's prediction has proved cor-
rect in every particular. At this present
writing the sun is shining brightly, still it is
cool, the thermometer indicating a tempera-
ture of 65 degrees above, and the weather
has been cool (and damp, of course) during
the past week. OQur prognostications on the
aurora are safe to bet on.

A RECENT dispatch from the Lena Delta to
the New York Herald says that Melville found
the bodies of Delong’s party March 23.
They were in two places, 500 and 1,000 yards
from the wreckof the scow. Melville’s search

party first started from the supply depot to
follow Nenderman’s route from Usterday to
Malvey, and afterward from Malvey back to-
ward Usterday. They stopped at the place
which Nenderman and Neros passed the first
day after they left DeLong, feeling sure that
the others had not got much farther. Then
they found the wreck and following along
the bank they came upon a rifle barrel hung
upon four sticks. They set the natives to
digging on each side of the sticks, and they
soon came upon two bodies under eight feet
of snow. While these men were digging
toward the east Melville went on along the
bank twenty feet above the river to tind a
place to take bearings. He then saw a camp
Lettle and the remains of a fire. About 1,000
yards from there he saw a tent, and ap-

roaching, nearly stumbled upon DeLong’s

and sticking out of the snow about thirty
feet from the edge of the bank. Here, un-
der about a foot of snow, they' found the
bodies of DeLong and Amber and “*Ah Samn”’
lying at their feet, all partially covered by

their tent and a few pieces of plankete.

E =



