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I ^D4^d7t|^aei>ate paned 

" "~"a" fchfield, Carrolton & 
f to construct * bridge. 

fc' Beocra followed, when 
{he report of the conference 

"civil bilL A resolution *» 
Tfor thfe appointment of a committee of 

senators to wait upon the president of the 
United States and inform him that cougrns had 
completed »t» business, and waa; ready to ad­
journ; y ' 

The galleries and corridors were crowded even 
more densely than last . evening, and owing to 
this general buzz of expectancy which always; 

' attend* such occasions, repeated appeals from 
the ohair Were required to secure sufficient order 
on the floor to,'enable cenatora to be head. 
Precisely at 12 o'clock the president protem., 
Senator Edmunds, brought down his gavel, and. 
said: 

"Senators, the hour has arrived at which, by 
the constitution and laws of the United Stato, 
the. forty-seventh.' coneress terminates. He 
wishes rach one of yon a pleasant and safe 
journey to your homes, and felicity in your 
f sture lives. The senate stands adjourned 
without delay." 

•. soma-' •; 
This morning at 4 o'clock, Mr. Hucock ore • 

sented the conference "Report on the sundry 
civil servi e bill. The hou«e reoedes from ^ita 
disagrt'ement to the senate amendments, which 
strike from the bill the provision for the. repeal 
of the pre-emption laws and ratification-of th * 
Sioux treay. The report was agreed to. Mr. 
Hiscook introduced a joint resolution appropri­
ating 0000 for alreriog internal revenue 
dies, p'ates and; stamps, and for, providing 
blanks for claims for rebates. Passed. , - . J 

Nothing was further accomplished in the 
house till after, dawn, members sleeping and in­
dulging in' fun." After 6 o'clock Mr. Robinson 
asked for. betterdeooruon by the memh m and a 
better example to the country than_ thtir pres­
ent conduct was leaving for historical record. 
He saked for a recess, which was agreed to, until 
9:30a. m .whenthe boose . re-s*embled with 
Mr. Blackbdrn in 1 he chair, pro t m, Mr. Knott 
aaked fer c.»' sideration of the whisky bill, but. 
many obj>H3tions were made on account of Sun­
day. A vo'e of sympathy was taken on the 
news of the d<*ath of Alexander _ H. Stephens, 
governor of Georgia. A committee was ap»-
pointed to wait on the president to notify him 
that congress was ready to adjourn, then the 
speaker began his •' 

, ..... CLOSING ADSBKSS. ' 6 ; ' ; 
' Gentlemen of the house; of representatives: 

The time has come when our official relations 
as representatives in the forty-seventh congress 
are to bp dissolved, in a moment naorethis 
house of reprrsentat ves will be known only in 
his ory Its acta will stand, many of them, it is 
believed, through the future historyofthe re­
public. On the opening day of thwooDgresa, I 
ventured the suggestion and: expression: of, the 
hope that is should be marked' peculiarly as * 
business congress. It has succesafnlly.grap-
pled with more vital, material and moral qnes-. 
tions of the country than its predecessor*^ 
Many of these questions have been settled 
wisely and well by appropriate legislation. It 
would be quite impassible at this time to enum­
erate the many - important laws which have 
been ente'ed ti> foster and promote the substan­
tial improvement* of he country." 

The speaker further spoke of the three por 
cent funding bill, as at Jower rates than. ever, 
before 

"It did not hei-itate to attempt an effrvot've 
blow at the destruction of polygamy; postoffiea 
laws have been revised to reduce letter postage 
from three to.two c*nt«; liberal pension appro­
priations have been allowed; internal revenue 
twees havd.been taken off,- and tariff laws re­
vised " 

He sa d party quarrels ended , with adjourn­
ment, and disorders were more noticeable ,>o 
visitors than wre in reality existing: thanked 
mem bets for their courteous conciliatory, re­
marks regarding bis :uliOg* and administration 
toward members in the past sission. with sin­
cere^ hope that all might return safely to their 
homes, aud washing each successful add happy 
fnture during life. . 

"I now exercise mv list official duty as presid­
ing offic r «>f this^faou^e by declaring that this 
bonaunder the constitution of t.ie United 
States, is at an end, and that it shall stand ad­
journed sine die." 

BSVIEW or THE SESSION. 

All regular annual appropriation bills ob­
tained pan*ace in both houses and have become 
laws. The sundry civil, the: lass upon. which 
agreement was reached in conference, received 
the president's signature. at ten o'clock this 
morning During the Foriy-seventh. congress 
10,670 bills and joint resolutions have been -in­
troduced in the two houses; 8,018 in the house 
and 2,654 in the f-enate. Of these. . 83.1 have 
been introduced in tbe bou«e and 357. ia.the sen 
ate during the session just. closed. Jn each 
house a great majority of the men. ures still re-
maiu with the rornmittees to which they 'were 
referred, and of those reported fr«iin committees 
a large number remain on the calendars of the-
resjiective howe J Aside from the icgalfe- • 

ANNUM. APPBOPHIATION BLXLS, .. 
163 bills and joint resolutions passed,both 
houses during the sessionajad becjime laws. 
Among the m»r« important are the ;f<«llowipg: 
Tax and tariff bill.to reduce the rtvenne, civil 
service bill; Jcpanree' indemnity^uiwi' bill; to 
provide for a new mixed commission in accord­
ance with the - treaty of April ,25th, ;186!|, with 
the United Stntes of yen* zuela; Wujodifjrthe 
postal money order syste'm. and for -other-pur­
poses; to readjust: salariescOf potf tnsster»;t»> 
afford assistance and relief to otfngi$**.and&r-
ecntive departments; to; print.: agricultural 
reports for 1881; and l882; to; allow Oapadian 
grain to be brought over the border to be 
ground; i to cmend the Kviaedstatutes so at.to 
extend jurisdiction of jnrtices of the peace in 
Washington, Idaho, and Montana terrrit6r<es^ 
to increase fees of witnesses' in st»r routeoseJi 
from west of the, Mississippi- riverjtoregii-. 
late the construction of!- bridges across tbe Ohio' 
river. ~ 
In addition (pilMgliM of pnipositionswhiijh 

found their last r jstintr place in pigeoU holels of" 
various committer*. 760 bills and joint nsola-' 
tions an left npun the c- lendars, and 238 upon 
tbe speakerYtable, having Jailed to sec'ure fiml 
a c t i o n  f e y  t h e  h o t v i e .  ' •  : : c v ' "  

Among the bills for the next ssesion is one fer 
tbe per ormanat of the presidentiil duties in 
case 6f removal by death, resignation or inabil­
ity in both president or vice-president;, fufr t&> 
relief of ft'x John Potter; billr tor estsblisha 
branch mint at Om*ha; to. plaoe T. L. Oritten-
den on tbe retired list of the army as brigadieru 

general̂  sdmiittng~ l>akota to tbe' Union;'"fd 
ineteose tbe arr* of Yellowstone park, to for-: 
feit land-grants of Northern Pacifia, Texaa Pa,' 
dfie. Atl»ntio A Fa îflo, and other.railroadsj to 
reduce amounts pitid land , grant railroans for 
transportation of ntaifo. JV-o -̂

. THB LAST BlUi *' 
whish pMsed the setaate to-day was the bonse: 
bill tu fix the terms of Uaited Spates ourta for̂  
the eastern 'and northern district nf TemUM' 
bill'own*, in iost as Speaker Kicfer -r began bis; 
remarks preliminary to declaring the boose ad-; 

joarned Bine die. The clerk, bill in hand 
tubed op to tbe desk, and endeavored to attract 
tfaespeMer'* *ttKntion.hut the* gavel fell with-
oat tbe eov ted sigosature 3 > 

' Tliê  aggr-=gstie amount of all uppropriation 
bills is t'̂ 298n, 611. \.j,-j 

ABOUT X»TKBHAII Bivntn TAXIS. 
WASMUQTOZR, March 5.—In reply to inqniriea 

tbe «F ISTERARI SOMBM 

ted 
now 

upon 
) per. 

o*ber:> UP-J 
the^fioi.ltrwifrg' 

, keifljjWJnly 
Ut, 1883.thet«x 
Ind-i aQflff.; .will be 

„Jd; onoefeanij'thijBe, d«»lla*s 
dn cigarettes fifty cent* per 1,000. 

will be a rebate p^ tqtaccto, wwff, 
_ oiearettes of the difference in taxes 

__^ntly imposed, and tain fcow ferdvided for 
wSnclaim»amount totia Th^cla^msmost 
he presented within sixQr days from May 1st 
Reeulationsapon this matterwi)fW.immedi-
ateiy issued and blanka h® tarnished upon 
which claims can be msde; thatthe law provvies 
for a largb reduction in special »axe% noon deal-
ers,oomtnencing May 1.1883. , The oommwoner 
also stetea that itrmediate arrangements will th. 
made for changing the 'fionn of 'special tax 
stamps, and stomps for paymeht of taxes npon 
tobscco, snuff, etc., so as to supply co.lectois 
with these stamps in time to meet reqairements 
of the trade prior to May 1st, 1883. . 
"• f OILFILIiAK B*<tOS8. : . 

WASHINGTON, March 5.—James GilfiUan, 
treasurer of the United states, today tendered 
his resignation to the president through the sec­
retary of the treasury, to take effect on tbe 1st 
proximo. GilfiUan has accepted the position of 
treasurer and manajj©* of th© Mutual Trust 
company of New York. 

The All-Absorblng Tdpte. 
YANKTON, Maroh 5.—Interest has centered as 

usual to-day on the capital removal and little 
else is talked. The commission' bill passed by 
the h6u«e went to the council this forenoon and 
then had a first reading. There is solid six 
against it and this means defeat. As all of them 
have held np their hands and said they would 
not. come in, the syndicate bias about given np 
and a new deal is developing, to move the capi 
tal to Sidax Falls. They will tiy this, p^rbap*, 
to gain the vote of Cotinoilman Jackson of Biotpt 
Fails diBtriot, who is bne of the solid six qgainst 
the bilt Only four diijsi more of the session re­
mains juid it is neeesswy to make quick movea. 
The governor fsels the defeat f>f the'commission' 
deeply and says be wants to wt out of Yankton 
because he has sacrified til friends by his ad v<^ 
cacry pt .the.scheme.' Ytsterdny, which waa.Snn-
day, he euoonniered Geo.ftice,of Mo-»dy county, 
memW of the house, in the street and took him 
to tapk for remarks made agoihst the governor, 
in Bice's Saturday speech in the house. Tbe 
»<?«(• reatued. moon comment aB an unusual 
spectacle.'..... •. 
\ The-honse to-day, under a suspension of the 

rples, passed the house bill providing for local 
taxation of<railroads 
• The billwaii introduced by -Towaer, a northern 
member. Northern -men generally do not favor 
tbe bill, and there is indignation at Towner 
who! is charged with being influenced: by . the 
governor., ' . • 

JBaryeyalso passed under suspension of the 
rnlc |i house bill to create the office of attorney-
gen^ral, which is a twin measure to the capital 
removal commission bill, and an atttomey-g«.n-
eral| is wanted who will not carry the matter into 
the courts. : 

The council passed, the council bill to provide 
agafnst load discrimination of railroad freight 
rates.. . 

.The governor vetoed the bill • to establish a 
normal school at Madison, Lake County. 

The connoil parsed house' bills'1 to create the 
counties of Delano, Pyatt, Scobey, Sterling. Mar­
tin and. Jackson. Pawed by unanimous vote. 
' iThe house passed council bill providing for 

fire; escapes in public building*. 
Tbe bill oreating the office of district attorney 

passed, also the bill ipcreasing tbe salary of the 
territorial treasurer to $2,000 per annum. 

floods in the (South. 
; NEW OBUCANS Match 5.—The Times-Demo­

crat' special from Arkansas City says: The 
FitBbni;h levee, five miies sonth of this city, gave 
away last night. Thore is a cr ivice this morn-
ipg over 190 yard% wide and increasing rapidly. 
3 he rush of waters through the opening is tei-
rific. 'i'he whole country around Old Town is 
bt lipved to be under, water.. * Other levees have 
been str. ngthened and it is now believed they 
can stapd another foot of water. Another rise 
of fifteen inches is anticipated, in tbatcase noth­
ing .can. prevent the - country contiguous to 
Helena from ir undatiou. The guage stands 
forty-six feet six inches abrve low water ma1, k, 
and eight inches above the highest point-reached 
lass spring. Th Ht. Fiancis river at Natchez is 
several inch- s higher than last-year. 

COT. Stephens' Successor. 
ATLANTA, Ga.,March 5.—Hon. James Boynton, 

president of tha state senate, has been Bworn 
in> as governor, and has ordered an election to 
fii the vacancy cahsed by Gov. Step-iens' d^ath, 
on the 24th < f April. The remains of Gov. 
Stevens will be carried to the cnpitol at 3 p. m: 
to-dvy, to lie in state at the hall of the house 
of representative's until Thursday next, when 
they will beunterred in Oakland cemetery. The 
city is heavily draped With flsgs at half ^n&?t. 

•, Boiling Mills ltesnmeil Work. 
; POTTSTOWN, Pa., Ma*ch 5 —The rolling mills 
of Potto Bros., stopped five weeks on account of 
"the uncertainty of the toaiff, started to day. 
After.one heat this puddlers and helpers struck 
teciiwe of the'notice of a reduction to i^oO per 
ton for pnddlers and eight per cent in wages on 
other Workmen. The Piatt mill was then com­
pelled to stop. _______ 

The Remains of .Elliott. 
CHICAOO, March 5.—The inquest in the ca?e of 

James Eliiott, piizs fighter, postponed Friday 
afternoon on account of witness, Jerre Dunn,' 
who shot'him. not being present. A physician 
certified that - he was still suffering too mnch 
to appear. Siliott'a. funeral occurred at 4 
o'clock, and the remains left fo- New York an 
hour later, in charge of Fred Krohne, the pedei • 
trian.- • -. • 

BemarKable Phenomenon. 
PTTTSBUBO, JU-irch. 6.t-The _mo?t remarkable 

phenomenon ever witnessed in this vicinity oc-
enrred early yesterday moirning. An immense 
boll of fire darted acro^s the heavens brilliantly 
illuminating the city. _ Witnesses of the phenom-
enon ^ere oonciderably frightened. The course 
was northwest. An explosion WJIS heard shortly 
after its passage, • -

 ̂ There is a olau ê.in' the army apprropriation 
bill which wiir cau'oe great disgudr when it be* 
comes known to the -officers.- HoW it escaped 
attent ion wbeil tbe bill went through the ̂ senate, 
is somewhat. remarkable, since the oSfcers of 
the army and navy invariably < scrutinize every 
wotd of their respective appropriation bills, and 
nothing affecting tnnir interests can become a 
law, except in the face of the most"violent oppo­
sition; .n Formerly the various•:bureaus of the 
army were open to civilians, .but : five r years age, 
a clause in aa appropriation rrbi-J,' was passed, 
limiting these plaoea to offioers detailed for the 
dnty,exoepttngthe pay: corps. . Since that time, 
pnlyatmy paymasters could - bs appointed .from 
civil-lift) whil* the plaoes uiider the sTirgaon 
general, qUsTtermaster generaL or commissary 
general ootild ohly be filled by army offi39m.vIn 
the' preseut appropriadon bilU a clause is inserted 
again - matting -oivilians eligible to Appoint­
ment in tbeee bureans. - Thk ameodment was 
agreed upoa by the se iste (MmmitteC on appro­
priations, and kuowing the power of the lobby,' 
air ̂ reement -W>s entered into not to oall atten­
tion to it in dwcuMion, and let it -go through 
nnnotioed, aa in was known otherwise it would 
be defeated; Cbis pmgramme was oarried out, 
and the bill has become a law without the deteo-
tion'of-r- this-•obnoxiouainnovation by the 
nickel-plated" army offioers, whose perpetual 
headquarters are in Washington. 

First Olsas Privata August Sehneidfr. rignal 
corps.U.S. A., has been ordered to pr« 
from Fort Kec gb, Montana, to Fort Stevei 
Dakota, m vftntafi» cbwy atthat 

•I conldn't do it," said Martin Ellerslie, with 
It was jtut the seductive hours, 

before the gas-jets am. lighted, and window-
blinds tnnied &>wn—the delicious twilight, 
when grate fires shine like burning masses of-
rnby, and people sitting' beside them grow 
strictly confidential. It was snowing a little 
outside; all the better; for the click of the 
crystallized pearl against the glass filled up the 

, silence, and m&de the cozy warmth of the room 
luxuriously delightful And Martin Ellerslie's 
pleasant brown eyes, fixed fnll on the fire, saw 
—no one can tell what or how much they saw! 

"Suppose she should say no," he burst oat,* 
seemingly apropos to nothing at alL 

"Suppose tdie shouldn't," observed Guy 
Barnes, dryly. 

"I tell you, old fellow, it's just exactly like 
having a tooth pulled out Your friends stand 
by and say :' 'Be a1 man; it's nothing.' It's 
not they who are under tbe doctors forceps." 

"Complimentary to MisB Clen. * . 
"Nousenae, You know what I mean. But 

really and truly, I've tried and I can't doit" 
•"Very well," said Barnes indifferently, "then 

it is an understood thing that you are to live 
and die an old bachelor." 

"I didn't say that" 
•Oh, I beg pardon. You expect Fanny is 

going to propose to you; that's it." 
"You are a heartless miscreant,"Ellerslie cried 

out, half .laughing, half impatient, as he 
pprang to his feet and tossed the remnant Of 
his cigar into the fire, "and. I shall not waste 
any more tim6 upon you—unless indeed you 
go round to the fair with me." 

"Where Fanny Glen has a stand? Not if I 
know it! The money market is rather tight 
for me at present, and tnese fancy fairs are no 
more: than a'den of robbers where a defense­
less young man is concerned." 

And Mariin Ellerslie went On his way. alone. 
The hall was all a-glitter with gaslights and 

fragrant with flowers when he got there. The 
pretty feminine sparks who lurked each behind 
her table well laden, were all smiles and dim­
ple*,; while tne throng of victims ebbed and 
flowqd around them. 

Mr. Ellerslie found himself greeted with ac­
clamations. 

"You will take a share, Mr.: Ellerslie?" 
"Do pleaBe put, your name down here, Mr. 

ZlierBlie; there are only ten blankB left" 
"Oh, Mr. Ellerslie, you are the very one we 

are waiting for. I have kept seven'for you— 
seven always was alucky number." 

"Mr. Ellerslie! don't pray, spend all your 
money till you have taken a snare in this mam­
moth doll, with a trunk full of clothes.'* 

And thua our hero waa Hung hither and yon 
on the waves of the fair, drawing nearer, how-
aver, with every subscription to the table over 
which shOne the blue stars of Fanny Glen's 

"I wish I could remember just what! said, 
though," observed Martui 

And even after he was duly married he nev­
er could quite recall whether he proposed or 
sot But as long as dear Fanny waa all his 
own what did it signify? 

DOOB-OOBS. ; , 

eyesi *-
But whei} he got there he was smitten with 

sudden silence. 
Fknny looked wbnderingly up. 
"It's a fine evening," he hazarded. 
"Is it?" asked Fanny. "Why I thought it 

7as snowing." 
"So it is," said onr hero, growing very red, 

and overturning with hiB elbow a crimson Ven­
etian flask, for which ho immediately had to 
pay a sovereign. VI—I mean it isn't a very fine 
evsiiing.?' 

"Oh f" said Fanny. 
said Martin, feeling acutely that he 

had made a monkey of himself. 
Then he went away, and didn't see Fanny 

Glen again the whole evening—probably be-
eauue she .was ; the only person in the whole 
room that he cared a fig about seeing at all. 
But so unkind is fate to lovers. 

Just as he was edging his way out of the 
place, in a very desperate and rdejected frame 
of mind, there was a rush and a flutter, and he 
heaid Lis own name called in all the notes of 
the hninan gamut 

"What is it?" he asked, vaguely staring 
around him. 

"You've drawn the big doll!" cried little Sibyl 
Percy, dancing up to him, and laying in his 
arms the huge waxen abomination, with its 
flo-ssy yellow curls and imposing pink and 
white complexion,while somebody else brought 
tlie big and little bandbox. "It's just like 
traveling with a wife,"# said Sibyl, miachiev-
owely. 

"iitit what the—ahem, what am I to do with 
it?" asked our bewildered hero. 

"Give it to som&body," said Sibyl, inwardly 
hoping he would act promptly on the sugges­
tion atid bestow the prize upon her. "Any one 
would be delighted to get snch a present." 

"Do you think they would?" asked Mr. El­
lerslie, vacantly, antl he went away. 

"Great stupid fellow 1" cried Sibyl, spitefully, 
aud she tripped back to the table. 

"I never saw such a goose," said Laura Bar­
ring-ton, who had three sisters of her own at 
hj'uie. 

"Bat what am I to do with it?" said Martin 
U. himsel*, as he traversed the wintry gloom 
of moonlight Btreets. 

"On, I have it! I'll give it to Fanny Glen, 
and she can make a Christmas present of it to 
her little black-eved cousin." 

He laid tlie doll, rejoicing, on the sofa, and 
went to bed, sinking into dreamland just about 
the time that Fanny Clea was taking the hair­
pins out of her magnificent golden hair be­
fore the dressing bureau* in ther own apart­
ment 

"Why, Fanny, what ails you?" cried Dora, 
her eldest sister. "You are crying!" 

"1 am so tired," guiltily confessed poor 
Fanny. 

And she wept herself to sleep, thinking how 
foolish she had been, and that of course Martin 
Ellerslie didn't care a straw about her. Why 
ahoald he? -

Mr. Ellerslie rose the next morning full of 
his momentous resolve, and'made such a toilet 
that the landlady's little boy, seeing him go out 
with a big doll, neatly encased in her paste-
boa 1 box, under his arm, ejected profanely: 

' O^i, my eye, what a swell?" 
n.'i ; black eyed little cousin admitted - him. 

Yes, Cousin Fanny was at home—would he 
walk into the parlor? 

And our. hero, before ho had fully made up 
his mind in what terms to bestow his gift, 
found hiniBelf bowing and smiling to a fair-
haired vision in a Hunny little room surround­
ed by cut flowers. 

"How do you do, . Mr. Elleralie," said Fanny, 
coloring ana smiling." I am making bouquete, 
you see, for to-night" 

: "Exactly so," said Martin, and then he re­
flected how much more appropriate a remark 
he might have made, and turned very red. 

"Pray sit down," said Fanny. 
"I—1—the fact'is, Miss Clenj" said Mr. Ell­

erslie, plunging in sheer desperation into the 
midBtof his subject: "I have called—I hope 
you won't be vexed—you have only to say 
so if yo« don't like it" . 

Fanny dropped her sprig of heliotrope and 
looked up in surprise. 

."I know it isn't of: much consequenc e," went 
on Martin, turning the, pasteboard box round 
and I'ound in confusion, "but if you"l accept— 
Fvc known and eateemed you so long,and——" 

The damask roses deepened on Fanny's fair 
faoe. It has come at last, then; the proposal 
she had anticipated so long and anxiously. 

"Not of much consequence! Oh, Mr. Ellers­
lie," she repeated reproachfully. 

Would you care for it?" he demanded, quite 
oblivious in the embarrassment of the moment 
that he hadn't even named the gift-

"Care for it?" the tears sparkled in Fanny's 
eves. "When you know that I love you, Mar-
tin." -

And she ran straight into the arms of our as­
tonished hero. ; 

When he went down the door-steps he was 
an engaged man, how and when he hardly 
knew, himself. And, as fate would have it the 
first personage against whom he stumbled was 
Guy Barne-t. 

"Hello," said Guy. "What's up:" 
"Don't speak so loud," said Ellerslie, passing 

his <-.rm through that of hiB friend. "She's 
engaged to be my wife." 

"Wbo is? The divine Fanny, the faireBt of 
her aex>" 

"Of course; who else should it be?" 
"But I thought you couldn't Bcrew yottr-

: com age up to the proposing mark?" 
"I didn't propose." 

Guy Barnes stared. 
-you—didn't—proposal Then how oould she 

nave acccpted you?* ' ' 
-That's just what I can't comprehend my-
r " said the pwalod lover. "We are en-

Interesting Mid Novel Things That An. 
Expert Finds to Say Abput them.; | 

New York Sun. 
There is hardly an objects that everybody 

Handles eo frequently, finds so necessary, and 
yet thinks BO little about, as the door-lmob. 8c 
long as the door-knob sticks in place it is inof­
fensive, never dodges out of the way as.key­
holes sometimes will, never barkB one's shins 
like' a rocking^hair,never bowls when touched, 
as bedsteadsare wont to, is in brief unob­
trusive, handy, and, like most simple ^seful 
things, is likely to be little thought of. But 
there is a good deal to be said about door­
knobs. 

All the door-knobs in England formerly 
were made of wood or cast-iron—big, solid, 

j heavy things—and for a time the American 
ones were the same. It was-about 1842 or 
1848 that the manufacture of door-knobs from 
clay wasicommenced in this country. Clays 
that would change their color in baking were 
selected and mixed together, after having been 
finely ground, pressed into molds, baked 
to what is technically known as biscuit 
then coated with a fusible com'pouud called 
glaze and rebaked at sufficient heat to melt the 
glaze and give them a glassy surfaca They 
nad a dark molten appearance, were known as 
'mineral door-knobs.' They still have a 
place in the market, but they are now the 
cheapest made.. 

Porcelain door knobs—white ones—came 
next They are made of porcelain clay, to 
which ground bone is added, baked, and 
treated like those already spoken of,1 and are 
only a little more expensive. Thirty years 
ago the "Agilln" knob came out. It was a very 
pretty thing, of-bright, contrasting colors,com -
pounded of ;clay. sand, feldspar, silex, red 
lead, and some other, metallic substances that I 
donot now remember. You.may occaaionally-
eome across them yet in some exceptionally 
fine old building out weBtj but they are ve«y 
scarce. Indeed, verV few of them 
were ever mad*. There was too 
much uncertainly about them for suc­
cessful manufacture. It was never possible to 
tell in advance how they would come out of 
the kiln. I knew one gentleman who burned a 
very large kiln full of them, and when they 
came out there was only one perfect knob in 
the whole lot It waa exceedingly handsome, 
while all the others, made in exactly the same 
way, Were black, rough and valueless. Hold­
ing i up the. perfect one, he remarked, 
"That knob has cost. me $1,600," 
and straightway gave up the busi­
ness. The next: step in this line of man­
ufactures was in the production of what were 
known as lava knobs. They were mainly com­
posed of Bawdust and glue—the Bame materials 
that the old fashioned daguerrotype cases 
were made of—and were of a beautiful dark-
brown color, often very charmingly molded. 
The hermacite knobs, made of sawdust and 
blood, "and a little Boston baok bay mud 
thrown in," as they say in the trade, were 
very much like, the lava kind. , 

The greatest stride in the progress of door­
knob manufacture was taken in 1873 or 1871 by 
a Metallic Compression Casting company. The 
material employed is bronze, mainly composed 
of nine parts of copper and one of tin. The 
molds prepared for it are made with such 
extreme nicety and fidelity to their pattern that 
they reproduce lines as delicate as the vein-
ings of a tiny leaflet, and the molten metal ia 
forced into them by screw pressure while 
they are inclosed in a vacuum box. The 
articles made in this way are known as com­
pression bronze goods, and a variety of claims 
to superiority over other bronze goods are made 
for them, the principal of which, as far as the 
public is ooncerned, is their beauty. Some 
of them are plated, with nickel and gold, 
nickel and silver, or silver and gold in various 
combinations. The most eixpensive are those 
with combined decorations of enamel and gold. 
Japanese fancies, Etruscan novelties, bas re­
lief Cupids, animals' heads in alto-relievo, 
iesthetic things with sunflowers aud lilies on 
them, and non-aesthetic ones with much pret­
tier flowers, monograms, and 6eals, and thou­
sands of other ornamentations on forms that 
are round, square, hexagon, flat, convex, con­
cave, oval, and tbe makers only know what all 
else, are very pretty. In soma old European 
casileBand palaces "one sees door-knobs of sil­
ver, and tilver inlaid with gold, but such things 
are rarely if ever made now, never in this" 
country. 

A. Ballrojid Train Halted In the 

' i - Desert by a Simoom*^ ® 
. . .. y • ' - . 

Ban Francisco -Examiner. ' 
The southern overland train which should 

have reached - this city on Monday afternoon, 
only arriVed at 8:10Tueadayhight»having been 
delayed at7 Sumner by a teririflo sandstorm 
that raged through the Mojave desert sod 
spread out over a portion of the nurrounding 
country. The storm began in the earljr morn­
ing, and when the train reached Sumner, in 
Kern county, had become a regular simoom. 
The wind swept across the Sandy r wastes with 
such, violence . that the train swayed and 
rocked under the violence of the blaste, and 
seemed ready to ; plunge from the track. 
The moon had become overcast in the earlj 
part of ' the night, andthe journey 
was continued in a darkness, that rap­
idly increased until the ' day- began in 
Stygian gloom. The passengers, who had been 
aroused from their sleep by the flerce aBsaults 
of the wind ariB the dashing of the Sand against 
the windows of the train, looked anxiously for 
ihe appearance of the sun, but no gleam of 
light relieved the forbidding' darkness of the 
east Night maintained her sway, and the 
blackness of the heavens grew intense with 
the morning, until the strong head-Iightof. 
the locomotive almost failed to pierce it . The 
small portion of the desert which was exposed 
by the engine's lights only served to discour­
age the travelers. The track was lost under 
the billows of sand that were being tossed 
across the rails by thb angry storm. The 
desert moved like a eea, and when :the waves 
of sand struck the shivering sides of the ,train 
they scattered like spray and filled the air 
with a dust which made free breathing impose 
sible.: . , , . 

TJie travelers' fears of . being stopped by a 
sand drift were soon realized. .After leaving 
Sumner, which is 314 miles: from' San Fran­
cisco, the train moved cautiously for 10 miles 
through' the shifting waste and then stopped 
with a crash. The alarmed paasengers haraly 
dared face the driving; storm to learn the cause 
of the unpleasant halt The few intrepid per-
sons who ventured into the .blinding simoom 
found that their express train had run into a 
freight train which had stopped in an impassi-
ble sand drift The slow rate at which the ex­
press was moving enabled the engineer to stop 
the train in time to prevent a serious accident^ 
and the collision, was only sufficient to cast the. 
locomotive from the track. The paBSenger cars 
remained on the rails. It Wis then.ten o'clock; 
so slowly had- the express train1 proceeded 
through the blinding storm, after leaving 
Sumner. The darkness of the night 
had only increased, and nothing 
•waa visible . except within the focus 
of the traiu's lights. weary _ For five 
hours the passengers were compelled to re-
main on the detached train while relief was 
beiug: obtained from Sumner. Assistance hav­
ing arrived, the track was cleared of sand suf­
ficiently to allow a relief engine to pull the ex­
press train back to Sumner, where the pasaen-
gers found, slim accommodations until tns 
storm blew over. Toward 5. o'clock ;in the af-
ternoon the darkneas began .to disappear, but-
thie simoom maintained its vigor until nights 
falL Yesterday morning the unfortunate 
passengers proceeded on their journey, the 
reniainder of whibh was made without. sensa­
tional incident, as gangs of Chinamen had 

'mit andl 
drift 

How Italian Ragpickers Live and. Get 
Bich. 

New York Herald. 
i An Italian can live for twenty-five cents a 

day. His food consists of a little bread and 
cheese of the most inferior quality, with a 
little bacon at times. With half a pound of 
"chuck"meat and macaroni a crowd of them 
can be supplied with a soup which they con­
sider to be delicious. The men generally 
herd together. - They live six or seven in a 
room, paying $1 a month for the accommoda­
tion. The families live much the same way. 
This fact suggests a characteristic feature in 
their life in this city and their method of liv­
ing. Their object is, as has been said, to get 
away from here, and the men go away to the 
country, work and send-on their earnings to 
their families. These savings arc hoarded up 
carefully, being either hidden away or put in a 
savings bank. In banking the money the 
real name of the depositor ia seldom given, 
the maiden name of the mother or theuame 
of some member of the family being substi­
tuted. As an average it has been affirmed that 
within five years one of these Italians will save 
$1,300. He may not make that amount by rag-
picking, but when he gets a little money to-~ 
gether from hia savings by the rags and his 
work in the country m the busy seasons he 
loanB it out at exorbitant interest to his coun­
trymen who may be in diatress or who may 
want to go to some of the interior towns or to 
the distant states. An Italian banker assured 
the reporter yesterday that he had known of 
casea where $o0 was paid for a loan of 925. 
But the humblest Italian will pay hiB debt to 
his countryman with the very firat money he 

EYen the money supplied to the newly 

ragpicking. 
eight banks, or rather exchanges, in the city, 
wnere these men transact all their business 
even to the responsibilities of their linmble no* 
eial life as well in Italy as here. 

self,' 

Meteors at (Sea. 
New York Sun. 

According to The Panama Star and Herald, 
two vessels have narrowly escaped destruction 
by meteors. One waa the steamship Lima of 
the Pacific Steam, Navigation company, and the 
other was the United States man-of-war Alaska. 
A meteor which plunged into the ocean CIOBB 
by the last-named ship just after sunset on 
Dec. 12, is said to have terrified everybody on 
board by exploding with a great noise and a 
burst of flame jqst before it struck the 
water. This is not the first tune that me­
teors have fallen near ships,-and there is 
nothing impossible in the suggestion that ves­
sels may have been sunk by them. Meteorio 
stones have fallen on land which were heavy 
enough, and endowed with, sufficient velocity, 
to knock a hole through any ship. Within the 
-last forty years more than twenty vessels have 
disappeared at Bea. How many of them may 
poaaibly have been struck and sunk by one ot 
these flying miaailes from the sky, some of 
which follow in flocks in the trackB of comets, 
while others are lone wanderers in space until 
they tall within the earth's attraction, and 
plunge through her atmosphere with pJanet-
tty speed? 

been' at work all night, and had cleared. the 
' track of the accumulated 

Insects as Talker*. 
Farmers' Review. 

"Two. ants," says Buclmer, "when they are 
talking toother, stand with their heads oppo­
site to each other, working their sensitive feel­
ers in the liveliest manner,* and tapping each 
other's heads." Numerous examples prove 
that they are able in thia way to nuke mutual 
communications and even on definite subjects. 
"I have often," says the English naturalist 
Jesse, "placed a small green caterpillar in the 
neighborhood ol an ant's nest It is immedi­
ately seized by an ant,which calls in the assist­
ance of a friend after ineffectual efforts to drag 
the caterpillar into the nest It can be easily 
seen that the little creatures hold a conversa­
tion by means of their feelers, and this being 
ended, they repair together to the caterpillar in 
order to draw it into the nest by their united 
Btrength. Further, I have observed the 
meeting of ants on their way to and from their 
nests. They stop, touch each other with their 
feelers, and appear to hold a conversation, 
which, I have good reason to suppose, refers 
to the bestground for food." Hague writes: a 
iotter to Darwin that he one day killed with his 
fingers a number of ants who came every day 
from a hole in the wall to some plants standing 
on the chimney-piece. He had tried the effect 
of brushing them away, but it was of no use, 
aud the consequence of the slaughter was that 
the ants who were on their way immediately 
turned back and tried to persuade their com­
panions. who were not yet aware of the danger, 
to turn back also. A short conversation ensued 
between the a ats, which, boy ever, did not re­
sult in an immediate return, for fhose who had 
ju»t left the Jiest convinced themselves of the 
truth of the report 

PucU's Liuck and Pluck. 
New York Tribune. 

Not many publishers Of periodicals have 
achieved mora signal success in so short a time 
than Meaars. Keppler and Schwarzmann, the 
proprietbra of Puck. Six yeara ago they were 
employed by Frank Leslie on moderate salaries 
respectively as caricaturist and foreman of a 
printing offi . When Mr. Keppler determined 
to einb a new enterprise and selected Mr. 
Schwarzmann—"a-bluahing boy who could not 
be hired to go to a dinner-partyj" he says—for 
iiia partner, the two were able to raise only 
$1,500 as the financial basis of their establish­
ment Unable to procure proper "plani," they 
had to resort to the various devices thitherto 
unknown to engravers, and at the same time 
Mr. Keppler's bold oar toons attracted attention 
and patronage, so that in a double, sense that 

fentleman truly says: "We had to use our 
rains and economize at first, because wo were 

poor, but our inventions mkde us rich." It 
will perhaps enable the thousands who every 
week enjoy the good things of Puck to langn 
with more hearty satisfaction to know that 
from that seed of IJ ,500 is now annually reaped 
a harvest for each of the plucky and talented 
planters which a bank president might envy 
for a salary. 

- Ho Much fto Advertising. 
Boston Journal ^ 

"Now girls," said the teacher, "I want youto 
read up about George . Washington, who .was 
the father of his country, andjon his birthday 
I shall question you regarding him, and also 
about his wife. I suppose yon know who was' 
the mother of this country and her name—." A 
little head-popped upin the rear seats, and the 
teacher resumed: ''Well, my dear, yon may 
name the mother of our country." "Lvdia 
Pinkham," shouted the five-year-old in a shrill 
voice. ~ The teacher went home wondering 
whether life was worth living. 

Whea Bees drew Luge as Horses 
Norristown Herald. ^ 

Mons. Pateau has discovered that while a 
hone can pull only six-sevenths of its weight, 
a bee can pull twenty times its weight When 
some one discovers how to grow bees as large 
as horses, the latter animal will have to take a 
back aeat But it would be fatal to fool around 
the heels of such a bee. With its javelin it 
could pin a man'against the side of the stablat 
Perhaps it would be better not to raise bees 
any larger than the, present crop. ; , . ^ 

Tlie Meanest. -
The meanest slight a girl dan put npon an 

admirer is to use a postal card in Refusing an 
offer of marriage It proves that she doesn't 
actually care Stxati tor bi». 

. & .riifSkt . .« 

In the tall, wet grass with its faint perfume^ 
And I fried to pass, but he made no room— 

Ofi, I tried, but he would hotlet me. 
So I stood and-bluAed till the grass, grew red, 
- With my head bent lowaliove it, 
And he took my hands as he whisp'ring said—i ^ 
How the clover lifted each pink, sweet head ^ 
To listen to all that my lover said— , „ 'v - " 

The clover in bloom, I love it! ?• 

In the high, wet grass ran die path tqihidab-JX f 
And the low, wet leaves hnng.over; , ,, _ 

But I could not pass on either side, 1 

Fori found myself,' when I vainly tried,r '•••-< * 
In the arms of my steadfast lover. 

And lie held me there, raudhe raised. my head „. 
While he closed the path before me. 

And he looked down into my eyes and said-
How the leaves bend'down from the bonghl; 

^.overhead--- , 
To listen to all that my lover said— 

Oh, the leave4>endmg lowly o'er met -

Had he stood aside but a little wav, - < t 
I could surely then have^passed him; 

For he knew that I never could wish to stay, • 
. And Would not have heard what he had to say, 

Could I only aside have cast him. , , 
It was almost dark, and the.momenta sped, ' 

And the searching nyfht winds found us; 
But he drew me heater and softly said— , ' 
HOW the pure, sweet wind grew still instead yf; 
To listen to-all that my lover said— 

Oh, tfie whispering winds about us! 

Pm sure he knew as he held me there, 
That I must.be all unwilling; 

I tried to go arid I would have passed, 
is the night had come with its dews at last 

And the sky with its stars was filling. 
But he drew me closer when I would have fled. 

And he made me hear bis story,. 
And his soul came out from hia lips and said-
How the stars crept out when the white moon — 

led, 
To listen to all that my lover said— 

Oh, the moon and the stars in glory! 

I know that the grass and the_leaves will not 
tell, 

' And I'm sure that the wind, precious rover). 
Will carry his secret so safely and well, 

No being shall ever discover 
One word of the many which rapidly fell 
. From the eager lips of my lover. 
And the moon and the stars that looked over 

,Will Dever reveal what a fairy-like spell 
They wove round about us that night in the 

dell— 
. In the path through the dew-laden clover— : 
Nor echo the whispers which made my heart 

swell, ' -
As they fell from the lips of my lover. 

Guiadian Belles. 
To one who has heard the beauties of Balti­

more,Brooklyn and Murray Hill girls rated be­
yond comparison, the Montreal girls and those 
from the other Canadian cities, says, a corres­
pondent writing of the recent winter carnival 
at Montreal, proves as interesting as anything ~ 
where each object he looked at was noveL 
No woman would dare go into the street paint­
ed so much or with such a pronounced red as 

, superabundant health and spirits have dyed 
every pair of girlish cheeks. It is not likely r 
that any drug could produce the flash and 
sparkle one sees in every pair of girlish eyes, 
for the young, women here get the charms they 
boast of by skating side by side with their 
brothers* racing on sriowshoea with the men, 
tobogganing, wherever tobogganing can be 
practiced, walking like Indians, and running 
like deer. A group of them is of as many 
bright colors as a bunch of garden flowers, ana 
one get the impression that they dress loudly, 
but wis comes of the habit they have of tying 
a bright colored worated comforter over their 
heads and around their necks whenever, they 
go out of doors iu cold weather. To-day, at the 
snowshoe race, the tobogganing hills, and in the 
sleighs, the women from the United St ttes . . 
shivered under their sealskin sacquea, while 
thei Montreal girla stood knee-deep in _snow, 
sat on snow banks, or stood on the hilltops 
half hourB at a stretch. "I must tell you how . 
theae girls dress," said a New York woman to 
her busband. "First, the.v start with flannel 
from head to foot—and suoh flannel! Why, it's 
an eighth of an inch thick. Then they go on 
like other women, except that they put on. 
more skirts, and usually a quilted one that's 
as warm as a wood fire. Then they: put on a 
dresa, and over that a chamois jacket that fits 
like a shoe in the mud. Then they put ribbed 
woolen hose over their stockings, and 
arctics over their shoes. They don't care any 
more about the looks of their feet than the St 
Louis women do. Then they put on knit 
wristers, then gloveB, then a far or cloth dol­
man, then a fur cap, and finally a coil of 
worated comforters. When they are dressed, 
if they are hurled at a speed of a mile a minute 
from a tobogan they are unhurt. If they fall 
through the ice, they are not hurt If the ther- . 
mometer drops to 15 below, they read of it next 
day and wish they had known it at the time. 

ThouKhts About Pottery. 
Burlington Hawkeye. 

Yerily the potter hath power over the clay. 
Therefore «he clay is the pot, and'tne man who 
makes it the potter. Ergo, potest Befined 
and scholarly joke. Thia style six for ^.dollar. 

- For $2 an explanation of this superlative joka 
and The Hawkeye for one year will be sent ttf* 
any part of the United States or Canada. 

Pottery is the oldest industry in thw world. 
. Adam was made of clay. But he acted a« 
though he was only half baked. His son did 
the first kiln in the country. 

The potter , works in the mud, hence we ad­
mire his work. His life - is one loug act of 
murder, but he is never banged for it, though 
sometimes he is ^rokou at the wheel. 

All his work, however.good, goes to the fire. 
What he bftkes you cannot cat, although you 
eat what the other baker sets on it 

The potter is an aristocrat by nature, and al­
ways belongs to a set To several sets in fact 

He is independent, and urns his own living. 
/ He is a base ball star, and makes a bettor 
pitcher than the "only Nolan." 

He is no deacon, but he passes the plate. A 
rigid temperance man, he is fond of his bowL 

: And he always makes it go round too. 
There never was but one blind potter, and he 

did not stay blnid long, for he made a cup, and 
saw, sir. 

He is always hopeful, for it is his nature to 
l o o k  c u p .  . . .  

He is a generous fellow, and what is his is 
ewers. 

He believes in human equality, and thinks 
the law should make daymen the equals of the 

J ° «$o breaks, pays," must have been origin­
ated by the potter. Although in these perilous 

; timds it is more likely to read "Who paye^ 
breaks." 

AFolitle* Prince, 
Chicago Times. 

The prince of Wales is a frequent visitor to 
Paris, Where his love for pleasure finds unlim­
ited indulgence, and he without doubt feels the 

: necessity of keeping on good terms with that 
gay capital Not long since he assisted at the 
unveiling of the monument erected in London 
to the memory of the young prince? imperial, 
who lost his life in the Useless Zulu war. The 
Paris papers denounced the feeling which had 
inspired this tribute to French royalty, and re­
viled the" prince and the royal family of En­
gland generally. The prince is now disposed 
to make some sort of amends, and this he frill 
do by placing a wreath on Gambetta's tomb. -
This is a neat way of conciliating. French re­
publicanism, and A. E. will doubtless henoe- -
forth find himself as weloomo. at Paris aa- at . 
any time hitherto. 

Waste of Walnut Timber* . 
Cor. New York Tribune. 

Speaking to a young man from the west yes- ?,;v 
terday he said "At the close of the rebellion I : 
could'have bought lands containing fifty wal- ' • 
nut trees to.the acre for th« price of a single 
one of those trees now, and millions of dol- - • -
tars'worth of-that-wealth have been burned C 
for ffiel, making a poor tire but Jiterally 'feed­
ing your fire with your focatku*" 
1 ' ^ ^ 
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