.

el

SECTION—-B.

TULSA DAILY WORLD, SUNDAY, JUNE 13, 1920

Will Prohibition Reduce the Number of Divorces?

Two Prominent Judges So
Declare, While Another
Says Frankly He Will
“Have to Be Shown”
and Will Watch Fu-
ture Figures.

HERE are too many divorcea.

That sounds 1ke saying thers Ia too

much crima Any erime I8 too muck, ‘and there are many who

belleve that any considerable
though some think there should be
even procialim that there should ba mo
Nineteen hundred and forty-ome di-
vorea decrees wers granted by four
Judges In the courts of one great eity
in the last court year which ended July
1. The judges who granted most of
them belleve the number was too
large, and they gava thalr oplnloos, in
reply to Inquiries, aa tn the means
which might lessen the number of di-
voroe decreea.

Prohibition to Be Faclor,

Two of the judges belleve that the
number of divorce sults. and henee the
number of divorces granted, will be-
come fewer {rom now ow, because of
prohibition. One sayn be has formed
B0 conclusion as to this matter, but
will watch the future figures with in-
terest.

“Feople are likely to sy this or that
Judge ia too liberal in granting di-
vorces,” says another, “but the judge
has wery little option in the matter.
The BSupreme Court has held that,
when the necessary legal requiremeants

numbor of divorcos in (0o much,
& good many divorces, and some few
re divorces than there are.

"Even If the Judge han reason to be-
ltove that the person intends to mar-
ry agaln, that Is no business of hia 1
have seen persons go from the court-
house to the marriage licen fee,
not even walting for the four days in
whieh, under the court rulea, a motidn
for & selting aside of the divorce de-
eroe could be filed

*The Judge may know that another
marriage I8 mtendod, but he doos not
know but the new marringe will be a
happy one. There s not much to do
in an uncontested came but to grant
the decree

"In bandfing contested cases, 1
think there could bo an tmprovement
The contested case s the case In
which there I8 somotimes a poasibility
of reconciliation. Our divores laws,
as [ bellave, should be atmed to Jessen
the number of separations, and I think
that here Ia whers they might begin

"Instead of leaving the contested d)-
Yoron cases to come up before a judge

THE VICTIM OF IT ALL

are complied with and the necessary
facts shown, the plaintif is entitled
to a divoroe, and the judge has no
right to deny a dooree.

“So & judge has to go tamugh with
the cases that nre sent to him and
make the best use that be ean of his
sense of humor, to keep s neryes
from giving way under lhl stratn of
what he has to listen to, 1 Bave found
it & good plan not to hear too many
divorce cases at once, bul to Inter-
aperce groups of divoree cases with
civil suits.

“It {s & Judge's business, in handling
divoree cases, to keep his record
clean, and make mure that all the re-
quirements are complied with, SBome
judges, in past years, have thought it
necessary to go outside of this, and to
make speoial efforts to lessen the num-
ber of decroes granted. It never ap-
peared that they accomplished much

Difficalt to Check Evil

1
“For instance, one judgo used to ob
joet 1o hearing uneontested cases,
which largely outnumber the contesi-
ed casesn. When It was reported that
the defendant did not answer, he
would ask why the defendant did not
answer, and would send out after the
defendant, usually s Luaband

*“This made a lot of work, and the
result was usually that the man
would fafl to appear in court, or that
he would come in and say he had noth-
log to say as to the divorce. That
would leave the judge just where he
was before.

“Of course, a judge knows that most
of the testimony he hears is stroagly
colored, and he suspects that some of
It {s untrue. But when & casoe ls un-
contested, about a!l! he can do Is 1o
accept the sworn riatement of the
plaintff, unless it contrmdicis facts
knowa to him

in thelr regular order, wsuch cases
should be placed In the hands of a ref-
eren, constituted by law, who should
be privileged to take his time in reach-
ing a declalon, and who would be ex-
peoted to do anything that might be
possible toward a reconcillation. He
would finally make a report and rec-
ommendation to the court

AL present & judge can postpone &
decision by arbitrary action, but he
can not give the Ume to Ingniry, aod
to attempts at reconcillation, that a
referce conld glve

.’" -l:'.nlnmn for Contested Casta,

“In cased where It has been neces-
sary, because of evidence relatlng to
a mother's conduct, o award a child
or childroen to the custody of the fa-
ther, 1 bave always entered in the de-
cree a reservallon ntating that the
mother shall be permitied to see the
child at any reasonable Ume, [ be-
lleve that the motbher has this right,
no matter what she may have done,
and that such visits may help her and
will not harm the child

"Some interesting cases growing out
of the war have come before ma Io
miomt of them, soldiers were plaintiffa,
They have shown misconduct of thelr
wives in thelr absenco. One man sus-
pected that thinks at home were wrong,
snd got an admdssion Trom Ll wile, 1o
a letter, that she had receivod the at-
tentions of cther man, He was on hils
way home from Frausce, with this let-
ter in his baggage, when the ship was
sunk by a submarine, n.gd be was in
the water several hours, losing his
baggage and escaping with his life
When he got here he explained the ab-
pence of the letter he had intended to
use as evidence, and he was able to
ake his case on ovidence of wilneases
who koew about his vife's behavior.

“Some cases Iately bave beea

The First Misunderstanding

R

brought by wives whose husbands had
beets discharged from the army, but
bhad not come home to them.

"Negroes have been In the divoree
oourts more frequently than they used
to ba. Thia showa that thay are tak-
ing the marriage relation more seri-
ously, However, a good deal of the
testimornry is Mko that of the negress
whom Walter Kelly, the Virgina
Mt'elhlhnut. ‘Did he bemt you?
the judge asked. ‘He botter not beat
me,’ he muscular plaintift replied.
‘Tid he support you? ‘Oh, yes, he
done give me a doliar and a qualer
Inst week.'! “Then why do you want a
divorceT ‘Well, fudge, I just nachally
lost my tasts for that nigger.'

*One negreas who got a divorge In
my court sald that bor meparation
from her husband occurrod afler he
had sald, on departing from the house
one morning: ‘Nigger, when I comes
back here tonight, you all better not
be here’ Bhe sald she didn't care to
take a chance on fiuding out what he
meant.

Case of a Cautlous Nogress.

“As | have sald, 1 think there can be
betier moans of handling some cases,
and, I think there will be lms non-
support and fewer guarrels with the
factor of drink removed. Bul so long
a8 human nature ia what it is, the di-
vorce courts are not going to be idle"

One judge, In tho past year, while
granting 661 divorce decreos, has de-
nled 33. The 696 divoree cases on his
docket have been about three-fourths
of the total number of sults of all
kinds that he has heard, that total be-
ing 796,

His conctumiem, from this year's ex-
perience on the divcree  bench, has
convinced blm that new laws are nosd-

o, not 80 much for divores as for mar.

riage,

“1 think my nxperiones in thone
cases hus tended to brosden and lber-
allzs me,” he aald. ™1 am not an advo-
cate of easy divoron, but 1 have chang-
od my formeer opinlon, which was that
the number of divorces should be do-
creancd by now requoirements and ro-
strictions,

"But afler a yearn exporfonce i
hearing the storfes of misery that are
related In the divores court. 1 feol that
I would not make the statutes more
stringent or their construetion strict-
er,

1
Whern the Real Problem Lies,
“‘— = S 1S

“No ome without prejudies or pre-
concetved potions could hear the sto-
ries that these divoroe seckors relate,
and still belleve that they sahould be
required to go on In such onnditions.
Naoither the good of the Individual nor
that of soclety requirca that they
abonld.

*“Thewe are too many separations of
ocouples, but the cause does pot lle In
the statutes. It les in haste, jgnor-
ance and fulse Moas In sssuwming the
marriage relation,

*“The uniform laws wo need am for

marriags more than for divores, Thare i

should be provisions, in all states, to
make marriage more difficult, and to
prevent sudden and unconsidered mar-
riagea, Marringes mide in haste and
without sufficient scgualntance, are
more kely to lead (o0 the divoree
court than marriages In which time
has been taken

“Tho fact that, ta more than 50 per
eont of divoron enmos there are po ahil-
dren, shown that the marriage rela-
ton han not been underwtvod, or has
been porverted

*The mout otly contesind canen ars
usually those mvolving the cusiody of
children. Thin spoaks more favorably
fur the parents than would a case In
which the child's Interest was nol re-
enrded.  In gascs where allmony ts to
be shardd by a wite and child, the hos-
band sometimes ahows a greater will-
ingnons to pay for the child than for
the wife, Ooe man, with a jodgment
for $100 & month allmony agamast him,
wan willing to giwe security for the
payment of the $40 that was o go (0
the child, but would not give seourity
for e payimemt of the wite's §80.

"I try v belleve a witnesa whem 1
can, oven when hs or ber interest »
lnvolved In the testimony. ot somes
tUmen there are confletsa and diwercp-
ancien which the witness is not amooth
enough to cover up. Bometimes the
Judge, although having no concrete
reason for holding up & declsion, feels
that he in being tmposed upon.  Sotme-
timee he learns, too kste, that he has
been imposied upon,

*Collysion I8 often stremgly snggest-
ed, when thers s no tangible evidence
of It. The 33 casen whers | denled de-
crecn were cases In whieh thern was
tangihle reasom to bellewe that there
was frund or collusion,

The Remarriago Problem. |_
“Ofton It appoars  likely that the
person who Is secking a divorce plans
to marry sgaln Immediately. In canes
where a suit s contested, and the de-
dondant knows something of the plan
for another mwrriage, It W poasible
for a judge % bold op the proceed-
tngn,

“The IMno™ rale of & one-year in-
tertin between Mvoree and a new mar-
ringe In of Ite valuo unlesa it should
be made a amiform rule In olthor states

The Eternal Triangle

Suggestion Is Made That Fea-
tures of Illinois Law Re-
quiring Interim of One
Year Before Remar-
riage Should Be
Made General.

an woll, The marriage laws, In my
oplnton, need wttentlon fOrst

®=Tie publientinon of bmnns for mar
rage corsmonilon mhould be pPogoired,
and there ahould also bho & publie Aling
of applicathena for a lleense to marry,
and tn the case of the young, a re-
guirement that the parent or guardian
be potifd of the application. Publei-
ty tn the best remedy for hasty mar
ragen.

"Our @voroe Inw mesdn  cortaln
changes,” anothor fudge sald. "My
exporionce has misdo me beliowe In &
NMigral divoree low, Mberally admin-
ftered. Too great sirictmons tends to
produce  Smmoralty, Bot  divorces
munt not be Mhily gransted.

"It s wory cloar to & Judge, In many
cason, that the divoroe is betng rooght
morely fn order 0 pormit & now mar
riago. HSome Wfatosthen han arisen,
and the troubles which have arfsen be-
twwrn husband and wife are magnifed
tnto grounds for divores, for the pur-
poso of & now marriagn, which usually
is not lkely to be more bappy than the
first one,

“It would bo better, In oy opinlon,
if people knew that they ecould not
come into court and get & divoroe at

arating the whent from e chafl,
“Descrtion Is the moat fregmend
chargn. Somotlmon this moans stmply
thist the hushand, or pot so ofley the
wite, han pleked up and left. Put in
many cums there are other canses In
the background, snd thess come oat
In remnection with the atory of dener-
ton  Hometlmes casos are brought on
other grounds, and it sooms best, aft-
nr goliing an idoa of the evidenos, to
deny the decres on other grounds ang
grant 1t an the ground of desertion.

rlage ook place bofore the man
went away, possibly with a view o the
allotment which s soldler's wife geta
Then the huaband, returaing, found
thingn in bad sbapa. In one case, &
soldler returning on a furfough found
that hia wife was out of the ®ity,
ocompany wilh another man. In one
easo, an officss, living in Tuzas and on
his way Fast, waa overtakem by bhis
wife hore and served with papers.

*I bave not tried to maks & recond
of apeed in hmadling cases, bat i e

REMORSE

10 o'elock and go out and be married
agnin st 11

“Al present the only thing a judge
ean do, whon thg Indleation of an Ip-
tendod marriage s platn, s to delay &
cane arbitrarily, 1 beld up one case
two montha,

“The law ahould also bo chmnged In
those ataten the rule does not now ob-
taln, 80 an to permit the hearing of
eortaln divorce testhinony In private.
Thia is not so muck for the sake of the
Hugants as for the sake of the publie
No publie good In served by the re-
cital of the teatimony in some dvoros
casts, before blg  audlences Then,
oo, there are chilldren to bo sonsid
ered. They are mopnetlines goconsarily
in eourt In divorce procesdings, and

they should pot  hear some of the
thingn which are gald ahout thelr pa
renta. AL present a Judge ean aend

the children from the courtroom arbl
trarily, but this makes & bad lmpres
¥lon

“A Inw permitting the Judge to hear
testimony In privats would sppear
parhaps, to tavor the rich, becaune Ith
une would attract most stteation in
the cawea of wealthy or consplouoas
peraona.  But 1t would be used In the
cusos of poor and obecure peopls glso

*Tha Judge in divuree casos has a
gond opporiunity ta ses how diffcult
it s for people to tell the truth, when
thelr own nterpsts are fnvolved Hu
wnnes Lo feal thal fo pearly all ouses

the truth s belhg colored, If not dellb-
erately misstatod Casen whers tha
plalntl in u divorcs sull appears to be
tryng to glve the defendant a square
deal, and o be 'on the level” with the
murt, eome Ao weldom as o atiract
notico,

"Bometimen the tostimony cuntra
dicts Itaelf, or Is at yariancs with the
known [aots Moat of the time the
Judge has W du the Leut bhe can at sep-

contested cases, whero the forms are
shown to have been complied with,
thero In not muech occasion for delay,
and | bnve bandled ns many as 31 such
capes In two hours, 1 have had to set
aride only one decrer on grounds of
fraud.”
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SONE OF THE INDIGNITIRS
NUIGNITIES alleged by wives fn
I putitions  for divorce fncluded
amoug the decrees granted (n
the laal Oscial year covered & variely
of offenses,

Oue plaintif included among her ak
legations of bumillation sulfered, that
hier husband refused o alt with ber In
"tlu]l'll

Another charged that her husband,
who wie a Lieutenant in the Dental
Corpn, U 8 A. squandared all his
mony gumbilog

One wile charged that her huaband
spent hin eveninges with his mother
and sistor, “rushing the boor can™

Anoiher charged her busband with
teaclilug the baby w drink beer.

Qe husband wan sccused of curse
ing hin wife because ahe guve her
daughter, by & former marriage, a plut
of o lasnen,

A wore of wives charged that thelr
bustmnds contracled diseases,

Ong woman  cbarged, among other
huin!lations, that ber busband re-
fused W bulld the firve asd (old ber 12
she was ocold “there is the stove and
the ooal.”

One busband spprared as plaintif
alleging lndignties in that his wite
aceused Wl of Nirtiog with his stens
ographer, his nelghbors and various
other women, sceused bim of firting
with gvery woman be passed while
they wore motoring, sod telephoned
his doctor o examine him for insaaity,
an she Dbelloved he was guing crasy
OVEr women,
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