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Sentiment to Be Inculcated. 
"Let reverence o{ law lie breathed by 

•Tory mother to the llspinar babe that 
prattles in her lap; let it be taueht in 
the schools, seminaries anil colleges; 
1st it be written in primers, spelling 
books and almanacs; let it be preached 
from pulpits and proclaimed in legis­
lative halls and enforced in courts of 
Justice; in short, let it become the 
political religion of the nation." 

—Abraham Lincoln. 

A >  E L A S T I C  U F A N T L H S K .  

A prominent business man in this 
city in speaking of (ho agitation of 
a street car line that will be com­
mensurate with the importance of the 
city, and equal to the demands of the 
public, slated that it would be an easy 
matter to secure one hundred thou­
sand dollars for the purpose of build­
ing the line, if the proper inducements 
could be secured. 

In this connection it is well to as­
certain the equitable grounds which 
these quasi-public utilities should oc­
cupy so that as an investment the 
promoters shall have their lights pre­
served, and at the same time the pub­
lic may not be robbed or its property 
may not be taken without just com­
pensation. 

It must be admitted by every candid 
person that what are known as public 
utilities are imperative in this pro­
gressive age. Without the modern 
street car, business in the cities would 
be helpless, and travel impossible. 
Without electric lights the tallow dip 
or the kerosene lamp would be the light 
of the world. Without the telephone, 
business would be hampered and in­
convenient. 

It is impossible in the very nature 
of things, to have these advantages 
without concessions from the public. 
A street car line which did not use 
the streets of the city would be about 
as valuable as a ship anchored in the 
midst of the Sahara desert. So, too, 
a lighting plant that did not reach the 
residences and business houses of the 
city by way of the streets and alleys 
would be an impossibility. It is the 
same with every public utility. 

Inasmuch then as these things are 
absolutely necessary in the present 
age, the proper thing to do is to lay 
aside the ranting of extremities on 
either side and seek a solution of the 
matter on a common where neither 
party will' have the advantage. 

It is as foolish to seek to keep these 
institutions from obtaining charters 
as it is1 to grant them on terms which 
means robbery to the public. 

Just what this common ground is 
has so far not been determined be­
cause both sides have been extremists. 

So far as the public is concerned 
it will always be required to pay for 
the service rendered If the fran­
chises are taxed the taxation will sim­
ply be added to the cost to the public 
and be paid by it 

It would seem that the best course 
to pursue would be to give the public 
the benefit of the taxation in the form 
of reduced prices. 

Tfeat this not only possible but 

practical is clear. While the uncer­
tainties of a future business is an un­
known element, life insurance com­
panies have demonstrated that by 
comparison with the history of the 
past a safe business foundation can 
be established. The same bases of 
calculation in the case of a street car 
line, for instance, can be determined 
based upon the amount of traffic prob­
able in a given population and the cost 
of operating the necessary system to 
accommodate the same. 

Reasoning from these it would be 
an easy matter to form an elastic 
franchise which in the charges it coula 
make to the public would be deter-
mined by its probable income. This 
charge could be so fixed that it would 
be reasonable to both the public and 
the owner. 

In this way a franchise which is in 
favor of the public at the time of its 
granting would not become burden­
some later in its experience. 
:l At the same time there would be 
no unreasonable uncertainty about the 
Investment of capital. 

A franchise so constructed that it 
would hold the same relation to the 
public under any condition could be 
made almost without limitation, so far 
as time is concerned. ' 

This is one reason why capital to-
dpy is fighting shy of investments de-
pfen^ing upon franchises, or if it is 
seeking such investments is exacting 
such tribute that it savors very much 
of robberjr. 

The life of the franchise is limited 
once the investments are made 

there is no assurance that the right 

to operate the business will not be 
taken away at the end of the term 
and the capital become a dead loss. 

Men are making investments not for 
the present alone, but for the future, 
and security is the strong point. 

• When this is taken away the matter 
becomes a pure speculation and un­
less there is an opportunity for un­
reasonable remuneration during the 
time the. business is assured, there 
will be no investment. 

With the equitable ground open for 
occupancy in this city, there would be, 
according to the gentleman mentioned, 
a street car line such as the public 
needs within a comparatively short 
time. 

AS KNI,AIi(JEl> KU1IAL DELIVERY. 

Congressman Gronna is a strong 
advocate of the rural free delivery 
system, and is one of the most ardent 
advocates of the extension and im­
provement of the system. 

No branch of the government ser­
vice has come nearer to the rural pop­
ulation than the rural free delivery, 
nor has anything done more to bring 
the farmers in touch with the progress 
of the^ world, and given them the 
position as leaders in all things that 
appertain to the progress of the na­
tion, which is theirs by right. 

When the farmer depended upon the 
chance opportunity of getting mail 
from the postoffice several miles away, 
possibly once in a fortnight, he lacked 
the intellectual enterprise which 
comes from contact with other men. 

He had little interest in matters of 
public concern because he knew but 
little of them. The world is moved 
by the concentration of thought upon 
a certain line. This can only come 
through the medium of the press. 

Before rural delivery was inaugur­
ated. the farmer was compelled to rely 
upon the weekly paper, and this was 
often poorly edited and much con­
densed. 

<6 

The man wno had access to the daily 
press was in a position to have ad­
vanced ideas on matters of public in­
terest, and because of this he became 
a leader, not because of ability but of 
opportunity. Thus came in a large 
measure the commercial advantage 
over the agricultural, the most pro­
nounced of which is that of trade and 
prices. The agriculturalist for years 
had had no voice in either the price 
he pays or the one he received. 

When the mail was brought to the 
farmer's door every day he began 
reading the daily paper and in the 
long evening by his comfortable fire 
he read and studied. 

While his city brother was content 
with a glance at the headlines, the 
farmer read and pondered every line. 
Naturally a student and observer and 
required to think for himself, he be­
came the leader instead of the fol­
lower. 

Not many generations ago the fact 
that a man who had surpassed his 
fellows in the race of life had come 
from the rural population was in it­
self enough to make him a remark­
able man. Now so many of them are 
coming to the front that they fail to 
attract even a passing notice. 

Much of this can be credited to the 
rural delivery system, because through 
it the opportunities necessary to make 
the change were made possible. 

What is necessary now is the ex­
tension of the system. Every com­
munity having a reasonable number 
of patrons available to a route should 
be supplied in this way, and the sys­
tem should be so enlarged that in all 
the thickly settled, portions of the 
country, the mall would be delivered 
daily to every residence. 

It has been argued that the ex­
penses of such a plan would make a 
deficit in the postal department. 
Probably this is true. But it should 
be borne In mind that the treasury 
department is the only one of the 
many divisions of the government 
which does not show a larger ex­
pense than income. 

Just why there should be a demand 
that the postal department should he 
made to pay when the people are 
taxed to maintain the others has not 
been explained. 

It is the only one which comes ap­
proximately near to the people and 
serves their daily needs. It would be 
well to take some of the funds from 
other sources to make good the de­
ficit If necessary. 

But let the rural population have 
the best mall service they can get, no 

i matter what the cost. 

INSPECTING GASOLINE. 

Official inspection of the oil tanks 
at Glyndon in Minnesota, where three 
persons^ lost their lives a few days 
ago because of a gasoline explosion, 
shows that the heat combustion was 
eighty-four degrees, whereas the safe­
ty point, and the point required by the 
Minnesota law, is one hundred twen­
ty-one degrees. 

Not long since a young girl was 
nearly burned to death at Devils 
Lake in this state by the explosion 
of stove polish with which she was 
polishing a stove, and which was mix­
ed with gasoline. The accident hap­
pened in the family of a physician 
where the danger of gasoline under 
such conditions was thoroughly un­
derstood, and had there been anything 
on the product sold to have indicated 
its dangerous character it would not 
have been used. 

There is always a crowd of politi­
cal montebariks ready to pounce 
upon the creation of a new office as 
a means of graft, and attempt to show 
that they are created for political pur­
poses—the creation of places to re­
ward henchmen. 

However, there is certainly need of 
more inspectors of oils and explosives 
so much used in everyday life. 

Gasoline is now almost a household 
necessity. It is used in thousands of 
homes. It is handled largely by 
women, and these with the children 
are by the nature of the situation ex­
posed to its dangers. 

It is well known that with ordinary 
precaution, gasoline of the proper 
fineness is perfectly safe. The danger 
comes when it is low grade, as was 
the case of that sold at Glyndon, or 
when it is sold in a hidden form, as 
was true in the case at Devils Lake. 

It would be the part of wisdom to 
so increase the number of inspectors 
of oils and so control its sale that not 
a particle could be sold to the con­
sumer which had not been thorough­
ly tested and found to be safe. 

This would make its use perfectly 
safe, and would avoid the sickening 
accidents which so frequently cause 
the public to shudder at the horrible 
results. 

If the states do not take a strong 
position on the question of regulating 
and inspecting gasoline, and absolute­
ly prevent its sale in hidden and dan­
gerous forms, the death rate from gas­
oline explosions must increase in pro­
portion to the incease of its use. 

K00SEVELT SEES THE DANGER. 

Bait your hook with flattery if you 
would catch silly women. . 

Well may President Roosevelt chal­
lenge the course of the "Man With 
the Muek Rake," that pestilent creat-• 
ure who makes his living by defam­
ing other people. In recent months 
the practice of defamation of individ­
ual character through the medium of 
the public prints has assumed a phase 
which threatens and in reality is cal­
culated to destroy the republic itself. 

The president realized the danger 
and on Saturday last, speaking at a 
corner stone laying in Washington, he 
interposed the weight of his great in­
fluence and denounced in apt and de­
voted terms the professional writer of 
sensational and the avaricious and 
soulless pubjishers who give currency 
to this class of alleged literature. It 
was a timely delivery and the great 
majority of the people will thank him 
for it 

The president's speech was pub­
lished in these columns Saturday and 
the pertinent points from it are re­
produced today. It will be ac­
cepted as notice to the muck rake 
brigade that the decent element in the 
country's population does not approve 
of the violent methpds of some of the 
so-called "reformers," who persist in 
pouring out a devastating flood of 
scurrilous misrepresentation and un­
founded abuse as the vomiting Vesuv­
ius pours out its deadly lava. For 
many years that kind of material found 
a welcome place only in the Police 
Gazette, which succeeded in being 
recognized as a sort of journalistic 
sewer. In these days of hysteria not 
a few magazines have deliberately 
abandoned the field of fair and decent 
criticism and are putting even the old 
Police Gazette to the blush in their 
dissemination of scarlet literature. 

Unfortunately the infection has 
spread to many newspaper offices 
where the vilest accusations against 
public men are reproduced in further­
ance of the plans of political cam­
paign managers,. without regard to 
truth and in defiance of every require­
ment of justice. 

If the writers and the publishers of 
those debiliating -effusions are not 
wholly devoid of shame a careful read­
ing of the president's address may 
cause them to pause and reflect. 

THE BOSS DISPLEASED. 

The Herald, in a weak attempt to 
stem the tide now setting in against 
the promiscuous and wholesale de­
nunciation to be found in the scarlet 
magazines and the sensational sheets 
whose editors would turn "an honest 
penny" by discrediting honest men, 
thoiight it would overcome the effect 
of tfie president's speech on "The Man 
With the Muck Rake" before the 
speech was delivered. The Herald's 
effort was a failure, of course. Referr­
ing to an article in the Chicago Tri­

bune commending the president for 
his course, the Herald says: 

Just to what degree the president 
has taken the correspondent into his 
confidence remains to be seen.. We 
will see what sort of speech he mates 
when it is made. In the meantime we 
may expect to see liberal extracts from 
the Tribune article published all over 
the country in papers published in the 
interest of men whose transactions, 
business and political, have been a lit­
tle shady, and who have for some time 
been exceedingly uncomfortable in 
the strong light which has been turned 
on them. 

By whom were the transactions of 
certain men alleged to be a "little 
shady?" By the mucH rake brigade, 
of which the Herald is a member. It 
is clear that the Herald had made up 
its mind in advance that it wouldn't 
like the president's speech. No muck 
rake man will like it. The president 
didn't intend they should like it. 

Sunday's Herald was certainly a fine 
illustration of what "the man with the 
muck rake" can accomplish when he 
gets busy. Defamation of character, 
libel and gross misrepresentation teem 
throughout its editorial page, while 
the vilest kind of mud slinging is re­
produced in its "Voice of the State 
Press" department. Mad with jealousy 
at the success of its competitor, The, 
livening Times, and seeing inevitable 

political defeat for his gang in the 
coming primaries, Pharasaical George 
in his frensy is showing the scarlet 
magazines and yellow journals that he 
is entitled to the captaincy of the 
muck rake brigade. 

The last venture of that veteran 
journalist, Marshall McClure, Sr., the 
Sunday Eagle made its initial bow 
to the public yesterday morning. The 
versatile editor seems to have lost 
none of his old-time brilliancy, and 
the threei. pages of solid reading mat­
ter bristles with his crisp English and 
clear-cut logic. It is no fulsome flat­
tery to say the first number of the 
Sunday Eagle was a newspaper 
genius. 

The man whose selfishness carries 
him to object to every new enter­
prise that is launched in his city 
will kill the spirit of enterprise as 
surely as an epidemic of smallpox 
will depopulate the Latin quarter in 
New Orleans. 

it is estimated {hat at least ninety 
per cent of the farmers of this state 
own their own land. This is the great 
reason why the state is forging so 
rapidly to the front. Nine of every 
ten farmers are working for them­
selves. 

DESPICABLE TACTICS BY THE 

in this respect. 
Mr. Foraker: The Inquiry addressed 

to me by the senator from North Da­
kota only Illustrates the difficulty of 
dealing: with this general proposition. 
I do not think the amendment, as I 
have framed It and as I have offered it. 
would allow free passes to be given or 
free transportation to be given to the 
people to whom he refers. As I under­
stand, the people to whom i he refers 
are farmers, and they are transported 
free of cost by the railroads to tne ag­
ricultural college ot the state, where 
they receive the benefit of education for 
a limited term—a week or such matter. 

Mr. Hansbrough; They are enter­
tained by the citizens of Fargo, where 
the college Is located. 

Mr. Foraker; The exceptions, accord­
ing to the amendment as I now have of­
fered it—and I shall ask that there 
may be a. reprint of-the amendment as 
I have changed It—are Is follows: 

"Provided, That nothing herein shall 
prevent the free carriage of destitute 
or indigent persons, or the Issuance of 
mileage or excursion passenger tickets, 
or prevent such carriers from giving 
free or reduced transportation to min­
isters of religion, or to the Inmates of 
hospitals, eleemosynary and charitable 
Institutions, or to prevent any such car­
rier from giving rree transportation to 
any or its officers, agents, employes, 
attorneys, stockholders, or directors, or 
to the families of its employes." ' 

Inasmuch as these people, according 
t? the statement of the senator from 
North Dakota, are transported as an 
excursion, the officials of: the road 
would be authorised to sell transporta­
tion to them at a nominal price. They 
could not give it away; they could not 
make it absolutely free; but they could 
make for that particular excursion any 
kind of a rate, no matter how low It 
might be; a nominal rate. I think the 
amendment Inthetorm in which I have 
it i* as liberal as I can make it, though 
I would be glad to make it more liberal 
in order to include.the class the senator 
from North Dakota mentions. 

Mr. Hansbrough: Before the amend­
ment is Voted on I will ask the prlvl-

For wilful misrepresentation and 
dirty politics the following editorial 
in Sunday's Grand Forks Herald is 
probably the most mendacious in the 
history of modern yellow journalism: 

Senator Hansbrough fears that if 
ami-pass regulations are made too 
strict tho result will be disastrous to 
such gatherings as the Tri-State Grain 
'Jrowers' conventions, which have been 
su popular in the northwest for some 
years. In some way or other there has 
liuen an impression that several people 
who were in the habit of attending 
those conventions paid their fares. • If 
this is true, and if passes to these gath­
erings have been Issued only to a fa­
vored few, it does not appear that there 
is much difference between the pass 
principle as applied to farmers' conven­
tions and the same principle as applied 
to conventions of druggists or imple­
ment men. If tho subject were investi­
gated it would probably develop that 
the farmers who till the soil are the 
ones who pay their fare, while the 
"farmers" who live In the cities and 
ilabble in ward politics are those:  to 
whom free transportation is issued. 
And it is quite natural that the senator 
should seek to protect the interests of 
tlie latter for he has need of them In 
his business. 

The Herald must certainly have got 
its information for the above mali­
cious misstatements of facts from the 
Congressional Record. The facts are 
as follows, which Mr. E. C. Snyder, 
The Evening Times' Washington cor­
respondent. sends to this paper, giv­
ing Senator Hansbrough's remarks, 
taken verbatum from the Congression­
al Record: 

Washington, April 14.—During the 
debate in the senate on the railroad 
rate bill an interesting colloquy took 
place between Senator Foraker, who 
had the floor, and Senator Hansbrough 
regarding the amendment which the 
former has introduced to the bill rela­
tive to railroad passes. Mr. Foraker's 
proposed amendment is very drastic 
in character; it prohibits railroads 
from issuing free transportation in 
any form whatsoever, the only excep-
tion being made in favor of the actual 
employes of a railroad. As originally 
drawn it prohibited the interchance of 
courtesies between railroads for 
transportation of employes. This has 
been amended so that one railroad may 
extend courtesies to the employes of 
another road. The prohibition of free 
transportation in any form whatsoever 
will, if adopted, be of considerable in­
terest to the farmers of North Dakota 
who, in years past, have enjoyed an 
annual free excursion to the State Ag­
ricultural college located at Fargo, be­
ing generously entertained, not only 
By the railroads, but by the citizens of 
Fargo. Senator Hansbrough, having 
gained the permission of Senator For­
aker to Interrupt him to ask a few 
questions regarding the scope of "his 
proposed "pass" amendment, said: 

X have examined tho amendment of­
fered by the senator from Ohio and 
iPiv 1 •?? hesitation in saying that I 

i£!? t a„ very proper amendment. 
But,1 wish to ask the senator If he 
thinks his amendment covers the case 
1 shall state. I do not know how far 
the practice prevails in other states, 
but fn the state of North Dakota it is 
the practice of the railroad companies 
once each year to invite and take from 
their homes in each county in my state 
to the agricultural college of the state 
from 50 to 100 farmers free of charge. 
The farmers are Invited to Join in the 
excursion at a given point. They are 
taken to the agricultural college, where 
they are entertained by the citizens of 
Fargo, a city of twelve or fifteen 
thousand inhabitants, and after two or 
three days there they are returned by 
the railroad companies without any 
cost to them. 

Now I ask the senator if he things 
his amendment would cover that case. • 
I do not care to vote for an amendment 
that would deprive the farmers of my 
state of the privilege they are enjoying 

lege of offering: an amendment to it 
which will include the -class of cases 
to which I referred. 

It will be seen by the above correct 
record that the Herald wilfully dis­
torted the facts in order to create a 
prejudice against a man whom Boss 
Winship hates. 

This is a fair sample of the cam­
paign of yillificatlon, misrepresenta­
tion and character assassination now 
being conducted by the muck-rake bri­
gade, better known locally as "The 
Good Government League or North 
Dakota." A newspaper with the faint­
est spark of fairness in its make-up 
would correct such a vile slander as 
the Herald issued. But the Herald's 
conduct in the past has demonstrated 
that no political enemy of Pharasai­
cal George can receive decent treat­
ment at his hands. The Herald is the 
rankest kind of a personal organ, run 
wholly in the political interests of 
Boss Winship. 

WEflENS 
Uncle Tom's Cabin. 

One of the stage stories that will 
ever remain strong and true to the 
theater-goers is "Uncle Tom's Cabin." 
a sumptuous preduction of which, un­
der the able management of Mr. Wash­
burn, will be given at the Metropoli­
tan on Tuesday evening when every­
one who has the opportunity of wit­
nessing this perrennial favorite will 
acclaim it as one of the best presented 
by any company. Time, effort and ex­
pense have not been spared in its 
staging or selection ot cast, and the 
minutest detail has been carefully 
considered. There is no story of book 

.or stage that so delighted the juvenile 
mind and it is to be hoped that every 
boy and girl may have their wish to 
sep it gratified. 

AL 0. Field's Minstrels. 
The Quaker City Quartette, which 

has proven an attractive feature for 
a number of years with the Al. G. 
Field Greater Minstrels, has been re­
engaged for this season and will be 
heard in a new repertoire of songs on 
Thursday, April 19. Reese Prosser, 
the noted Welsh tenor, commonly 
called "The Jean De Reske of the 
minstrel stage," will again be fea­
tured with the Field aggregation and 
all the vocal features will be under 
the direction of Paul LaLonde. 

Vaudeville. 
It is worth everyone's while to re­

member that the Metropolitan man­
agement open their vaudeville' season 
on Wednesday, April 18, with two per­
formances. The program is certainly 
a monster and appeals to every class 
of theater-goer, giving, as it does, a 
chance for tears, for laughter and 
amazement. 

One of the features with modern 
vaudeville is moving pictures and 
everyone may rest assured that this 
part of the program will not be ne­
glected. 

STORIES OF THE M 
Misunderstood. ' 

A young man was taking leave of 
his sweetheart and as they stood on 
the piazza, his voice rose passionately 
in the still air. 

"Just one," he pleaded; "just one." 
Just then the voice of the girl's, 

mother came from the window above: 
"Just one? No, it ain't quite that, 

but it's close on to 12, and I think 
you'd better be going just the same." 

E. J. LANDER & GO. 

•1700—B-735: / An 8 
room house on Uni­
versity avenue; good ' 
location; fine shade 
trees. The house has 
city water and cellar. 
Good woodshed on 
premises. We can 
sell this house on 
very reasonable 
terms. 

•330—For 50 feet on North Fifth 
street, quite close in. Good location. 
B-686. 
•400—This is a 50 foot lot on Uni­
versity avenue, quite close in, and 
in a splendid locality. $100 cash, bal­
ance In monthly payments.. B-712. 
•ZOO—50x140 foot lot in South End, 
between Cottonwood and Cherry 
streets. B-711. 
•3000—A' new modern home, quite 
close in. Splendid locality; full 
basement; 50 foot cornel! lot. This 
is an exceedingly good bargain, and 
you can take our word for It. A 
beautiful homo l'or $500 less than 
cost. B-G83. 
•S80—For 75x140 foot lot on North 
Third street. Good high ground; 
paved street, water and sewer. Easy 
terms If you wish. / 

•1200—Five room house; city water; 
hardwood floors down stairs. Small 
cellar. 60 foot corner lot. South 
End, five blocks from the Diamond 
Mill. B-6S5. , 

•2000—A seven room house on Wal­
nut street; 50 foot corner lot with 
line shade trees. The house has city 
water, sewer and bath, as also good 
collar. Reasonable terms can be ar­
ranged for. This property is located 
within five blocks of the postofflce. 

•1400—Buys store building with liv­
ing rooms on a 50 foot lot; barn on 
premises. Stock of groceries and 
fixtures. A bargain for someone 
who wants to go into business. 

Real Estate 
$1500—B1698: Bight 
room house on North 
Eighth street. City 
water upstairs ana 
downstairs. Good 
cellar. Good barn on 
premises. $500 cash-
will handle this. Just 
tlie place for some 
railroad man 

THE! GRAND PORKS 
BUILDING AND LOAD ASSOCIA­

TION. 
You know what it is. An institution 
which helps renters to own their 
home. Nothing new. Established 
right here in your 'midst 20 years 
ago. You know its officers and di­
rectors. Every borrower is a mem­
ber. Square, honest, upright deal­
ing. Full particulars at our office. 
•3200—Seven room modern house on 
University avenue; 50 foot lot; base­
ment with hot air furnace. 

INSURANCE, 
LOWEST RATES. 
ABSTRACTS, 
PROMPT and 
GUARANTEED 
SERVICE. 

•400—For' a 50 foot corner lot on 
Cottonwood street. Easy terms. 
•300—For a 50 foot lot on Interna­
tional avenue, quite close in. 
•3300—A modern house on South 
Fourth street; full basement with 
furnace. 
§0000—X beautiful modern home on 
Reeves avenue; 10 rooms; 75x140 
fo°t lot. If you want something 
£?25Lthls 18 il- A $12,000 home for 
19,000 on reasonable terms. Come in 
and we will show it to you. 

unteered, and as he made his way 
to where Sousa sat, the latter leaned 
over and whispered something to the 
lord mayor and the lady mayoress 
which seemed literally to convulse 
them with laughter. Sousa wrote the 
words of the text on a piece of paper 
and explained aloud that the tune of 
the Japanese anthem was the same as 
that of the English, "God Save the 
King," and that all the singer had 
to do was to sing that melody and pro­
nounce the Japanese words precisely 
as they were spelled. Accordingly, up 
rose the willing garbler, and burst 
out with the following lyric; "O wa 
ta toa-syam. An a sy-a-a-am." He was 
only stopped by roars of delighted 
laughter, led by that of the lord 
mayor, for, of course, the luckless 
tenor had been singing : "Oh, wliat 
an ass I am." t 

Bather Ambiguous. 
A gentleman who is much interested 

in the raising ot hogs is said to have 
received a letter a while ago which 
reads so many ways that he does not 
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know whether to be pleased with it or 
not. It began; •: 

"My Dear Sir—I went yesterday to 
the fair at A ;—, I found several 
pigs of your species. There was a 
larger variety than usual, and I was 
surprised at not seeing you there." 

The Logical Sequence. 
The sick man had called his law­

yer. "I wish to explain again to you," 
said he weakly, "about willing my 
property." 

The attorney held up his hand re­
assuringly. "There, there!" said he, 
"leave that all to me." 

The sick man sighed resignedly. "I 
suppose I might as well," said he, 
turning upon his pillow, "you'll'get 
it anyway." 

The man who is afraid of being 
first can he sure of one thing, that he 
will not be 4ast in the liBt of fail­
ures. 
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A Practical Joke. 
John Phillip Sousa is an inveterate 

wag, as his close friends know, and 
a tale is going the rounds which re­
veals in a characteristic manner the 
great compoiser-oonductor's love of a 
good joke on his fellows. 

At a brilliant soiree given for Sousa 
by the lord mayor of Liverpool, the 
talk turned on the national airs of all 
countries, and someone recalled that 
Sousa had compiled the best existing 
collection of such airs. "What is the 
Japanese national anthem, Mr. 
Sousa?" inquired one of the ladies 
present "I would play it for you on 
the piano," said Sousa, "If there wero 
someone here who could sing the 
vocal part" An amateur tenor vol-
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