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DEFENSE OF THE CANAL.

Although announced as purely ten-
tative, the contemplation of so large
& task as the fortification of the Pan-
ama canal surely means some belief
In its necessity and a long step to-
ward final execution. The proposi-
tion brings the canal zone into a new
light. The already proposed iInterna-
tional agreement guaranteeing its
neutrality might not prove acceptable
to this government, and. therefore,
pome absolute guarantee of the ca-
nal’s security {s entitled to coneidera-
tion.

This gives rise to the question
whether fortification has been in the
past a success, and whether it {s nee-
essary.
seven millions means a cost to the
vovernment of a considerable sum

yearly in interest alone. not to men-|B€gE. Ethel L. Berg. Edna Elizabeth

tion the future expenditures in main-
tenance. The swift decay of modern

engines of war makes the last item a | cob Arnold Hofto. Mathilda G. Hofto,

tremendous one.

The position of the Panama canal
18 one to mock at the modern bugaboo

of nations—aerial attack It can only |Edith A. Londergan. Anna Margach. |
be threatened by sea, and no enemy Cecelia Mildred McGrath, Ruth Nor-

tould afford to destroy it. It must be
taken unharmed to be of much of-
fensive value to an enemy. Any hos-
tile movement toward this country
would ccme first by sea. and. there-
fore the canal. if it could be wrested

from us, might be of great advantage |

to an enemy. But there i& no power
strong enough to threaten seriously
JONES—8 X
‘he eastern coast and the canal at
“ne and the same time, until our navy
i destroved, and even if this should
sccur, the coast {s well protected.

From the Pacific side there is but
one foe to be expected, distance crip-
pling all the others. With the canal
in our hands at the beginning of hos-
tilities, communication with the Pa-
cific would be easy, and the fight
would occur there.

Defeat at sea for this country in
either case means the eventual loss
of the canal, since history has no ree-
ord of an impregnable fortification.
Therefore, since the issue is a naval
one, is not the defense of the canal
dependent up a fleet, a problem for the
navy, rather than for the war depart-
ment?

On the other hand, any amount of
money is well spent that will pre-
vent the rapid movement or the june-
tlon of hostile fleets, should ours
et il disaster. The matter seems
to himge upon the question whether
an impregnable defense can be con-
structed—one that will not bhe de-
pendent on coordinate operations by
land or sea. If this {s possible of ex-
ecution, by all means let us have the
great guns at Panama.

-

MARATHON RUNNING.

One cannot know whether it was
pride in his speed or the duty of a

. soldier that spurred Miltiades' unre-

membered hero to Athens and death
with his message of a Greek victory
over the Persian legions. But it is
DO matter. Though the Athenians
cared not enough to seek out the
man's name and preserve it, his run
from Marathon has outlived all the

. 8lories of the Olympie champions and

served to revive a perishing form of

athletics in a nation in need of it 2.-!

400 years later.
The impulse is an admirable
ebange. The common American ma-

\

The spending of the mltmfmcol\'ed their diplomas

nin for speed had possession of our
foot-racing as of every other of phys-
ical activity. It was not only the re-
sult, but the cause as well, of nerv-
ousness, fragility of constitution, pre-
mature athletic decay. Sacrificing
everything to specd, the American
found himself in all tests unable to
compete with the Englishmen, the
Indian, or the black peoples, either,
in points of sustained effort. The

ground at a slow, steady galt and with
deep breathing will strengthen all the

fat, and fit a man for fighting, think-
ing, or playing. Some day, when civ-

made a part of the curriculum of ev-
ery schocl.

race of individual life and of the his-
tory of nations is not to the swift, but
to the perservering, they of the stout |
hearts, streng legs, and powerful |

needed to learn this, and the so-called:
Marathon race {s the best form of |
sport to teach it to them. Hayes'!
victory over the English runners at |
London was unexpected and excep- |
tional. but it proved of still more un-f
expected henefit when it fired a move- |

and endurance in the hodies of Amer- |
fcan youth.

It must not ba expected that the
“Marathon™ of medium distance—say |
from three to fifteen miles—is an ex- |
ercise for the trained runner alone.
There never was better exercise for |
any man with sound vital organs. !

Customs nearly akin to such a rule

are what enabled the Indian of a cen- |

tury ago to outrun a horse. It is
not to be supposed that the soldier

lungs. The young men of America | Who ran from Marathon to Athens was !

the only Greek who could have done
it. No doubt every man in Miltiades'
army could have run nearly as well,
and many of them better. The mes-
sengers of southwest Indlan tribe
frequently ran 100 miles in a day.
Every healthy young Moqui, even to-

ment for the building up of strength 'day, could keep up a dog trot for|

twenty-four hours without thinking
much about it. Something approach-
ing this sort of universal endurance
should be the aim of Marathon run-
ning. That it produces a few cham-
pions, now and then able to do some-
thing extraordinary, is of no real con-
sequence.

bRADUATES OF GRAND FORKS HIGH
JCHOOL RECENED DIPLOMAS TODAY

ed Address t

Annual Commencement Held in Metropolitan Opera House—
Orators Show Splendid Ability—Dr. Robertson Deliver-

The annual commencement of the:
Grand Forks high school was held this,
afternoon at the Metropolitan theater, |
the program beginning at 2:30 o'clock |
and being heard by an immense au-|
dience which  included parents,!
friends, relatives, schoolmates and!
teachers. Forty-one young men and:
women have completed with honor the;
high school course and as they
ceived their diplomas of graduation
from Superintendent J. Nelson Kelly,
they were the recipients of a well de-i
served congratulation, expressed b,\';
one who has been the overseer and
critic of all their efforts. Their work!
has been well done and they have laid
A thorough foundation which enables
them to commence the more serious
problems of life with every assurance
of success.

The following are those who have
completed the high school course and
this after-

noon:
Stanley

Armstrong. Maude Agnes

Brooks, Jessie Margaret Budge. Gert-
rude Cunningham, Nellie R. Edwards.'
L2na Gillan. Andrew Gunderson. Ja-

Theodosia Houghton, Therese Lillian
Hultgren, Temple Irwin, Maude A.
Iverson, Angle L. Johnson. Vera Kel-
sey, Isabelle M. Larson, Anna Lindass.

quist, Gretchen Helen Oeschger. Flor-
ence Agatha Opsahl. Minnie C. Paul-
son, Annie Eleanore Poupore, Leo M.
Rasmuesen, Kenneth Read. Isaac A.
Rose, Emest P. Rorke, Eva A. Rorke,
Mary Loretta Ryan, Margreta Rosella
Sande. Walter H. Schlosser. Charles‘
Smith, Michael Tellefson, William R.!
Torgerson, Grace Vikoren, Martha|
Louise Willlams, Clarence W. Wolﬂ.g

The commencement program was
fittingly appropriate and carried out
with all the dignity that usually at-|
tends such a notable event. The
stage was festive and fragrant with!
large vases of cut flowers and green |
and in the midst were seated the
graduates, the high school faculty and

he Students
Mise Oeschger. Not only was the
oration in itsel!f splendid. but he:

style of delivery was also the very
best.

Miss Oeschger's oration, in full, fol-
lows:

“Place yourself back in the time of
Queen Elizabeth and join the throng
entering the theater. The presenta-

-e-|tion is Shakespeare's Masbeth. Every | great civi)

class is represented. from lords and
ladies to workers in the streets, ag the
drama {s the chief source of amuse-
ment for all.
costumes, no beautiful scenery; tha
theater is barren and unadorned. The
brilliant imagination of the audience,
however, supplies these. A placard
announces the change of scenery. and
the lively fancy of the spectators fol-
lows Macbeth from Inverness to the
battlefield. They listen to fhe pro-
duction with the greatest interest. for
to them. the drama {s most vital. It
stirs their inherent love of conquest,
glory, action.

“Now let us enter one of the mod-
ern theaters.
trance. We see that 300 vears have
not lessened the popularity o! the
drama. Surely, there must be some-
thing of wide human appeal in this
form of amusement. The reason 14
not far to seek; the drama is th
image of life and the essentials o!
human nature remains unchanged
throughout the centuries.

“Although the popularity of the
drama remains the same. what a vast
difference in the play. the manner ot
representation, and most of all in the
audience, themselves. Nothing s
now left to the imagination.
modern theaters,

liant electrical effects. As the audi
ence assembles, a skilled orchestra
renders the gay, popular airs.

“Both the Elizabethan and the
modern audience came for amuse-
ment, but what was of universal in-
terest to one in Shakespeare's time,
now appeals only to scholars.

Time Works Changes,

“The crowds that filled the pit in’

Regular running over a distance of

muscles and the heart, banish the
very dread of tuberculosis, keep oft

ilization comes to train the body as'
intelligently as it seeks to train the
mind, long-distance running will be.

There are no elaborate !

Crowds throng the en- |

In the!
we find gorgeous!
costumes, beautiful scenery, and bril- !

¥ the sixteenth century could neither
ker, . B. P.|
g:b:gmfn%zrrxe:: g?:-nﬁl 1‘; { read or write, but endowed with tho
white and their dresses were the most | livelist fancy and full of enthusiasm
beautiful ever worn by a graduation | and emotion, they enjoyved and under-
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which shows us the realistic picture
of life in the different sections of our
country. Tho eastern play shows us
{ the life of the ranchman, the broad,
| free spirit of the prairies. The south-
iern gives us a vivid picture of old
| plantation life, and the effects of the
war. The eastern por.
{ trays the sturdy New Englander and
| the complexities of life in our great
| cities. Thus by attending these plays,
we get somewhat the samc effect1
that we receive from travel and we
'are brought into. closer connection
, with ou- fellow Americans.

3 “The primary purpose of a play,
| however, is to give a gathered multi-
| tude a larger sense of life by arousing
| the emotions to a consciousness of ter-
| ror, pity, laughter and love. The im-
portant essential is not how nearly the
ldraml reflects. life, but how much it
i helps the audience to understand life’s
meaning.

| “When we see some of the phases

| of life presented on the modern stage,

we are startled by the reminder that
the drama originated in the church,
and for cver two centurles served the
people in the noblest manne:. present-;
fng the great stories of the Bible. !
Thus these miracle and mystery
I plays became great religious educa-
tors. Why should not the drama have
retained more of this noble purpose?
Since it has such a wide appeal, what !
a wonderful opportunity it has for
reaching all classes and for present- !
ing lifo's message in a form which
will make a lasting impression.

Some Improvemen: Shown.
“But already there is a sign of im-

into that oblivion from which they’
sprang.

“We read with awe and admiration
of the growth of the Athenian de-
mocracy and the struggles of the
Athenfans for that fair prize of lib-
erty which they finally gained in the
golden age of Pericles. History tells
us of the rise of Rome to that lofty
pinnacle from which she ruled tho
world. Yet those nations held not the
key that opened the door of a last-
ing existence. Though the one attaln-l
ed the most enlightened civilization of |
the times. though the other gained the !
greatest power ever wielded by any |
nation, yet both the “Eye of Greece"
and the “Mistress of the World,"
were fated to be humbled in the dust.
For absorbed in the glory of con-
quest and of power, they forgot that
most potent factor in their success,
namely, the liberty of the people and
the freedom of the institutions of the
people. Spurred on by their greed
for money and for power, the ambi-
tious nobles of those proud nations
despoiled the people of their lands,
their industries of their free institu-
tions, and accomplished the ruln of
that once strong and self-reliant sup-
port. When in the zenith of their
glory, the one was confronted with
the hosts of a sister city, and thae
other by the hordes of barbaric in-
vaders, both the “Star of Greece" and
“The Eternal City” trembling and tot-
tering on their weakened foundations
fell into the vale of oblivion with &
crash that resounded through tho
age>.

“On their ruins other nations have

' provement. This i{s manifest in the in-!
creasing popularity of thosc plays;
which work out some strong. funda- !
mental {dea that represents 2 feature
of our national life. How many peo- .
ple, having watched the production ot
“The Lion and the Mouse.” have left
, the theater in a thoughtful mood. !
They were aroused to the fact that,
the Jobhn Beckett Ryders were all too
common and the Judge Rossmoren;
all too rare. Thereforc they realized
that, as loyal Americans. they must
check the nower of one, and honor

class and all carried magnificent bou- |
quets of roees.

The orations were works of genius
and the speakers are to be highly
commended for their efforts. FEach;
one showed careful preparation and a
throcough kpnowledge of the subject in
band. Their delivery was beyond
criticism and though going to press
before the winners of the two mag-
nificent gold medals were announc-
ed, it is certain that the judges have.
{found it one of the most even oratori-,
| cal contests ever given by high school |
students. |

The orations were interspersed with'
excellent musical numbers by the dif-
ferent high school organizations. The
program opened with the “March of .
the Toreadors” from “Carmen” by
Bizet by the high school semi-chorus. |

The boys' glee ¢lub rendered ‘“De|
Cappah Moon" by Shelley and the two
closing numbere were the H. Clough !
| Leighter cantata “Across the Fields
ito Anne"” by the girls’ glee club. All
{were given an enthusiastic applause
| which reflects much credit on the!
iwork of Mies Grace Barker. musical
director and supervisor of the city |
gchoola. \

Dr. Robertson's address was given

lesting impressiveness and his mes-
lsage was one especially guited for:
‘young men and women jnst heginning
{to go out into the world to meet its
| several successes and failures.

| The complete orations of the class
{ valedictorian, Mise Annie Poupore.
the class salutatorian, Miss Gretchen
|0«=chger. and the four elected class
lorators follow: ;

[ “The Mission of the Drama.”

. The first of the orations was by
| Misg Gretchen Oeschger. salutatorian
of the class, and her subject. “The
Mission of the Drama,” was cared for
in such 2 manper that little mora
could be desired. It was splendidly
| prepared. showing that much thought
) and study had been applied to it by

stood that drama, which to us, fis
classic. The superior education ot

| modern times seems to have resulted | that, thereafter
{in the sacrifice of the briliant imagin- | Which they judge, are unconsciously

ation o! the Elizabethan.

“The life of the man of the present
is so filled with responsibilities and
plans which require careful thinking,
that when he goes to the theater for
an evening, he desires to forgei all
the realities of his day. Hence, he
seeks a play of light plot, requiring
no mental exertion, but full of exhil-
erating music. For this reason, the
musical comedy attracts such great
numbers,

“But others frequent this form of
amusement, simply because they re-
fuse to see anything demanding deep
thought. They are happy only when
their nerves and senses are a-tingle.
This insane craving for vaydeville
and musical comedy but stimulates
their excitement until, at length, it
becomes satiated. Managers seek ta
find something which will be pleasing
10 popular taste, and having exhaust-
ed the eredulous, must now turn to
the incredulous, the ridiculous.

“Vaudeville and musical comedy.

however, have their place, but become |

detrimental when peopla desire con-

tinually to €scape serious concentra- |
fn his usual individual siyle of inter- tijon and to revel in fancy and frivoli- |

1.
“When crowded theaters show us
the wide popularity ot the drama and

its wonderful charm. we realize what | nation have given their energies and | ¥ith the principle of popular govern;
it | eacrificed their lives that these gov- | Ment shining with a stronger and =

A great uplifting  influnece
might have. The historical] dramz,
besides furnishing pure amusement,
unconsciously educates. Shakespeare

availed himself of every opportunity | plishing this end but we fin dthat their ' extended until we today stand forth
| to effect the great object of the his- | efforts have been unavailing: for time | the foremost
| torical drama. of familiarize the peo- | Is thickly strewn with the wrecks of

ple with the¢ egreat names in theis

{country and thereby to excite a steady |

patriotism. a love of liberty and

men together.
gired effee:.
Drama as an Edueation.

“Another type of the drama, is that

and support the other. This forceful
| presentation of life sc engrossed them,
their standards, by]
raised. Another popular drama which |
produced the same uplifting effect is|
“Tho Servant in the House.' Here,
the evils of worldliness are shown |
with the wonderful effect of nobility
o! character. i
“lot us therefore. demand that the;
drama be used as a magical mirror.
one that will refuse tc reffect aught
that will corrupt and will shop us all !
the realities of life, softened by the
ski!l of the actors. If the peopla

would support these better plays, in| very principles on which they wor-
a few vears a national taste would be; shiped their God was the principle ot
would | the equal distribution of power and
take its place, as it ought, among thc | the principle of the freedom of the
educational and uplifting in., institutions of the people.

established and the drama

great
fluences of humanity.”

|
“The Safeguard of thc Republic.” 'out hardships and privation. twice in

{our country's short career enemies of
DT O ATLerBOOn | thila i rincinlel have! Pied toktread it

was by Jacob Hofto on “The Safe-
guard of the Republic” Mr. Hofto,
as an orator, proved his ability be.
vond all question of doubt. His ora-
tion follows:

“Ever since the beginning of time,
{men have struggled to establish
governmentg, that would not only in
times of war but also in times o!
peace protect their institutions from
i destruction. The egreatest scholars
i and the greatest statesmen of every

| ernments might live. Tbhey have ad-
| vanced numerous theories and doc-
{trines as to the best way of accom-

| nations.

“In looki~- over the pages of his-

ltory therc @ n up before us the per- |
respect for the fundamental {nstitu-|formerstha..n that greatest of drunniOf the republic lles.
tions of the social life. which binds,the drama of the nations. We hear how|

He produced his de-|
! run their little course, and given their (seeds of future evil have heen sown.

] contributione to the progress of civil-| The greed for money has implanted a
ization only ta evaduallv aink hack | tendanav taward tha cantralization of

|

they have slowly risen, flourished.

risen with different ideas. differen:
customs, and different principles. Tha
question is, Shall they survivo or shall
they follow in the footsteps of the
ancient nations? Many of the older
nations of the present are tottering
on their foundations. What is tho
reason we ask? Echoing down through
the ages comes the answer. In the
strength of the people and the
strength of the institutions of the peo-
ple the safeguard of every nation lies;
and because these nations have for-
gotten this truth, because they havo
centralized their industries and their
governments into the hands of a few,
they are standing today on the very
edge of the pit where lie the ruins of
an Athens and 2 Rome.

American Institution.

“In recognitin of this great truth
our forefathers braved the perils of
an unknown sea and the perils of an
unknown wilderness that they might
establish upon this continent the free
institutions of which we are so just-
1y proud. The very principle on
which they founded their industries,
the very principle on which they es-
tablished their governments, aye, the

“However, these privileges have not
been enjoyed without struggles, with-

. under foot. When haughty England
, with her proud legions tried to place
, her desnotic heel on our soil. and
| when the curse of slavery threatened
| to send popular government to de-
{ struction, the strong and self-reliant
| citizens of our nation stood by those
| principles and fought to the very last
{ for those principles in which their
| virtue lay, and when the smoke of bat-
i tle cleared away, they stood forth

brighter light in their hearts.
“Since then we have progressed.
| our industries have been enlarged and

nation of the world.
Simply because our
prosperity rests on the strongest of
Ifoundnlonn. that in the distribution
of power and of wealth the safeguard

i“’hy we ask?

The New Ides.
|  “Yet in spite of these facts the
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our industries and wealth. Seeking
to check this evil has given rise to the
idea of government ownership and
the control of those centralized in-
dustries. This party seeking to check
one evil is creating another, far more
powerful and far more unfriendly to
our republican form of government.
No matter what our form of govern-
ment may be the men at the head of
it, ne matter how chosen, will have
placed in their hands enormous power
which they can use elther for the good
or the ill of the nation. If there is
any lesson that has been taught and
retaught by history it is not to put to
much power into the hands of any one
man or group of men. What do our
friends the soclalists intend? They
propose to place under the hand of
the government all our wealth, all
our industries. aye, even our pleas-
ures. They propose that we lose our
individuality and that we becoma a
mere atom in the government mass.
And they propose to place all this
power in the hands of the government.

“If we do not crush this rising
spirit and asert our rights, where
once we saw the rise of distributed
industry, we will see the awful trafl
of civil strife; where once stood the
great structure of popular govern-
ment, we will see the reign of anarchy
and despotism; and where wa once
Saw a strong and self-reliant people
we will see a people cowering under
the lash o! demagogues and poli-
ticiane.

“Shall we biindly plunge into the
awful pit of government usurpation
against which our fathers fought?
Shall wc permit these fanatics to
launch this octopus o industry and
permit it to extend it arms in a
death embrace and sap the strength
of our country? Let us not permit it.
Let us throw the light of reason upon
thie question. Let us not stand by
with indifference while these fanatics
despoil our nation. Let us seek not
only power but wealth distributed, so
that when our work is done we can
say with contentment that we lived
and administered the affairs of our
government as befitting men who be-
lieve in that greatest of principles;
that in the equality of power among
the people and in the distribution of
wealth and in the freedom of the in-
stitutions of the people, the final safe-
guard of our republic lies.”

“The Sllences of Life.”

Miss Gertrude Cunningham in her
oration “The Silences of Life” took up

a question of great importance and
the manner in which she treated it
calls for the highest commendation.
Miss Cunningham spoke as follows:

“However great our admiration for
our country may be, the greater our
admiration the more acute is our sen-
sibllity to any great defect—by for-
elgn gesture, press and caricature, by
public wutterances and by our own
limited obpervation, we are made
aware that haste and restlessness
characterize our national life. Weo
Judge by results, by display, by the
things that are seen, our commer-
cial trend of thought shapes our
judgment and we see only in part;
therefore we do not put the true value
on the careful thought, meditation and
investigation that 1is necessary to
bring about any great consummation.

“Year by year the problem as to
how to make men think, how to pro-
duce individuality, how to direct the
youth of our country to develop for
himself the power of initiative, grows
more complicated.

“The greatest work done in the
world is that done by those, whe,
having a fundamental education, car-
ry on individual research in thosa
periods of retirement and quietude,
the hours of self communion and
meditation. which we call “Tha
Silences of Life."

“Of silent teachers, nature is per-
haps the greatest words worth has
sald.

“To me the meanest flower that blows,
“Can give thoughts, that do often lie
“Too deep for tears."

“And it was in silence, ‘that the
voice of the mountain torrents was
carried into the heart of the listening
boy." Ruskin tells us that. What-
ever elements of imagination. of war-
rior strength, or of domestic justice
were brought down by the Goth
against the dissolute life of the south
of Europe, were taught them under
the green roofs and wild penetralia
of the pine.”

“Is it not in silence that the great
hidden resources within us ars re-
vealed, that the great inventions of
the world have been wrought out and
the books written, that though silent,
yet speak? Is there any one, who, in
studying the lite of Napoleon, has not
plctured him drawn apart from his
army, walking with bowed head to
and fro, and thus working out in his
fertile brain the great plaps of cam-

(Continued on Page 6)

Liuid

A. B. Rheinhart's

Veneer

Makes All Things Look
Like New

D O not allow your furniture te

80 to ruin, when it can be
made like new, by applying a lit-
tle Liquid Veneer on your dusting
cloth, while dusting. It is pot
merely a furniture food, but will
also polish your brass goods and
sllverware, it will instantly remove
grease spots from all surfaces to

which it is applied, therefore mak-
ing it a household necessity.

Seeing Is believing. Call and get
& sample bottle. Free at

Hardware
3 DeMers Ave.
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