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OCONGESTION IN THE POSTOFFICE.

The local postmaster has called at-

tention to a condition in the handling
of e maill which has considerable
infezest ‘40 the general pubdlic, and
which the.public without inoconven-
fenoe to:itself can relisve. It Is a
habit.with business men and firms to
piace their day’s mail in the post-
office &t the close of business hours.
They expect it to be forwarded on
thedirst train that will carry it to its
destination. Now, a look at the mall
conditions of the evening will show
that while the postofiice does handle
this mafl, it works & hardship on the
entire~force.
{ ‘The Morthern Pacific traln which
seaches this city at 5:25 o'clock in
¢the evening, brings a heavy mail from
the east. Ten minutes before its ar-
rival, the Great Northern “dinkey”
! brings another large mail. So im-
i portant is this mail regarded by the
. postal authorities that an engine and
train crew are sent from Fargo to
: Breckenbridge for the sole purpose of
' bringing the mail car from that point
to Fargo where it {p attached to the
regular train. These two malls reach
the postoffice about 6 o'clock and to
accommodate the public, the malil
must be distributed at once.

It is just at this ¢ime that the ma-
jority of the business men and con-
cerns place their outgoing mail in
the postofice. The carriers’ collec-
tions come in about the same time,
and all this must be handled, stamped
and sacked for the outgolng trains.

From the time the two early malils

reach the postoffice until No. 1 on the
Great Northern leaves at 9:10 o'clock,
it 18 necessary to receive, stamp, as-
sort and box the mail brought to the
‘city by No. 6 from the west, the Han-
jnah and Neche trains from the north
i'“ No. 1 from the south. The Du-
luth train and No. 1 carry outgoing
|mafl which must include that which
| was deposited at the close of business
|lun as well as that collected by the
| onrTiere.
I It can thus-be seen that a large
| poetion ofthe day’s mall must be han-
|aled tn three hours during the even.
'Ins. A remedy for some of this con-
](m would' be the mailing of the
letters of concerns with a large daily
lw & couple of hours
|easlier. This would enable the post-
|office to get-this mail out of the way
|before the arrival of the incoming
'mai]l and would make any delay im-
'posstble. It would be a small incon-
/venience to the business man to send
{his heavy mail early and even if nec-
|essary to mall delayed letters later
=In this way-the congestion would be
releved. It is worth the considera-
‘tion of the public.

A PARTY SCRAP IN DIXIE.,

A news story yesterday stated that
$ number of Mississippl farmers had
deen indicted for selling their votes
fn the recent Democratic primary
@lection in that state. The news as
such is rather odd, for there have
been few instances in the south of
prosecutions for election corruption.
80 much has this been the rule that
one of the political stories of the
south is how a Virginia jury saved a
Democrat from being found guilty aft-
er he had inadvertently been indicted.
On the trial jury were eleven white
men, all Democrats, and one colored
man, a Republican. When the jury
retired, the colored man was in favor
of conviction, and the jury seemed
likely to disagree. Then the eleven
solved the problem by electing the
colored man foreman, telling him it

was their desire to specially honor
him. Then they raised the “parlia-
mentary” point that as the presiding
officer he could only vote in case of
a tle. The colored man agreed to

this proposition, and a verdict of not:

gullty was rendered. When the court
asked the foreman of the jury what
the verdict was the colored member
arose to the importance of his posi-
tion and said: “Yoah honoh, dis jury
am done gone Democratic.”

S0 long as the party lines in the
south were between the whites and
the negroes—and that has always
been the demarcation since the negro
was enfranchised—the whites have
ruled politice as they willed and the
majority has always shown on their
side no matter what the number of
the opposition. Occaslonally a con-
test for congress has been carried to
the national house of ropresentatives,
but locally there has been no appeal
from the announced result. This dis-
regard for the law of the ballot has
caused the public to look lightly upon
violations of the suffrage law,

The introduction of the primary
election system in the south has set
the Democratic factions against each
other. But when voters violated the
law governing these elections, the
faction against which they were used
became the prosecutors.
longer the negro or the party with
which he was affiliated politically,
that demanded a clean ballot, but a
part of the ruling party with the
power of office and the prestige of
race. It was a case of the biter be-
ing bit. The factionists who had
practiced the same methods against
another party were not willing to
have it practiced on themselves. And
80 the unfortunate voters who had
sold their votes to the party faction
as they had probably sold them to the
party before, were indicted.

It bespeaks a better condition po-
litically in the south. Oze party has
80 long dominated that section that
public office has become an inherit-
ance and party power has kept under
cover any violations of the franchise
law that meant equal rights to all.
It is not impossible that when the
Domocratic party in the south begins
its intornal war, as seems possible
from the Mississippl indictments, that
the Republican party will be able to
record its strength with effect and
thus break the solid south.

In all the divisions of party nomen-
clature of recent years no member of
congress perhaps better deserved the
seemingly incompatible title of a con-
servative insurgent than E. H. Madi-
son of the Seventh Kansas district,
who dropped dead at the breakfast
table in his home at Dodge City Mon-
day. Although but a member of the
house since 1906, he had won a place
among the most prominent of his col-
leagues. This was due to his native
ability and to a judicial temperament
acquired during his service on the
bench, which enabled him to reject
the more radical nostrums of the in-
surgency while recognizing the need
for reform that inspired the move-
ment. Thus it was that this insurgent
from Kansas was one of the most
valuable supporters of both President
Roosevelt and President Taft in times
of stress, yet he was one of the lead-
ers in the movement that overthrew
Cannon. 8o, too, when a member of
the Ballinger investigating committee
he refused to be led into the stand-
patism of the majority, who were try-
ing to vindicate the secretary, or into
the radicallsm of the minority that
was so eagerly bent the other way.
He filled an individual report which
coincided more nearly with the opin-
fon of the non-partisan man in the
street than either.

It was this faculty for weighing the
evidence, for resisting the appeal of
mere partisanship or factionalism that
made Madison easily the leader of the
Kansas delegation. For that reason
particularly his death is to be regret-
ted at this juncture, when there is so
much need for tempering insurgency
with common sense and conservatism
with a recognition of changing con-
ditions.

—_—
LAND MARX TOERN DOWN.

Knox, N. D., Sept, 22.—A orew of
men commenced to take down the
old part of the St. Anthony & Dakota
elevator. This part was built in 1887
and was the first elevator bullt in
Knox and among the first west of
Devils Lake. It is not a very modern
house at first and required a lot of
hard work in handling the grain,
which came in fast some times, as
there was grain hauled in here from
the foot hills of the Turtle mountains,
as much as forty-five miles away,
Many of the Island lake and Grass
leke people and others will remem-
ber the cold drives they had in the
winter when hauling grain to this ele-

vator. J. R. Coller of Devils Lake
waa tha firet avant,
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Editing With a Six-Sooter

Journalism Was Very Strenuous in the Guthrie State Capi-
tal in the Early Days

‘(Kansas City Star.)

With the final suspension of the
Guthrie State Capital on March 26,
Oklahoma lost its most individual
ploneer newspaper. Its first issue ap-
peared April 22, 1889, the day Okla-
homa was opened to settlement, and
its editor and owner from beginning
to ocnd was Frank Hilton Greer, a
man of aggressive personality, who
came from Winfleld, Kan, Always
radically Republican in politics, the
Capital fought its party battles at
white heat. It grew from a mere
hand-sheet to a newspaper of metro-
politan size, a property valued at one
timo at $300,000 and for a number of
years was the dominant newspaper
in Oklahoma, powerful enough to
make and unmake men in public life.
Greer camo to Guthrie with $29 in his
pocket and some second-hand news-
paper material which he had bought
with borrowed money.

The suspension of the Capital be-
came inevitable with the removal of
the state capital from QGuthrie—loas
of business made it impossible longer
to publish the Caplital in the form of
& metropolitan newspaper, and to re-
duce its size and its news service
would have destroyed its prestigo in
the state at large. Unable to escape
Kis predicament Greer applied the
match and blew up the shop.

The history of the Capltal would
be largely the history of Oklahoma.
reer's personality gave vigor to his
editorial writings and they were wide-
ly read, however vitrolic their con-
tents and partisan thelr viewpoint.
It is said of him that physically he
never knew a sensation of fear, save
once when he was caught beneath
a circus tent blown down in a torna-
do. He carried his pistols in the
“gun” days of Oklahoma and shot it
out with his advertisers, though he
never hit anybody, nor was he ever
hit himeelf. But only bad marksman-
ship caused thls miscarriage of bul-
lets. He was six feet two inches in
height, weighed 163 pounds, but had
an angular appearance that caused a
man to say to him, “Greer has the
running gear of a katydid.” By oth-
ers he was called “The Tall Sycamore
of the Cottonwood,” the Cottonwood
being a stream that passes through
the town of Guthrie. Greer was a
good platform speaker, user of home-
ly but convincing phrases, and took
part in all the political campaigns
of his ,

When Guthrie awoke next morning,
after it had been settled in a day by
25,000 or 30,000 fortune hunters, all
living in tents, it wae found that the
genuine, double-eyed, quick-action
“bad” man from the woolliest regions
of the tanned and sun-wrinkled west
was thicker than coyotes along a cat-
tle trail, every mother's son of them
with a gun in his belt and a bad-
weather sign in his eye. The people
had only such government as they or-
ganized themselves, the organic act
giving law to the territory not having
passed congress. A lot of sunken
places, overrun with briars and crab-
grass, that still may be found in the
environs of Guthrie, show how hard
it was to dodge bullets in these firat
flerce days of Guthrie.

Greer's newspaper was vitrolic be-
yond the imagination of newspaper
readers who ponder upon the bible
texts that glorify editorial pages in
these peaceful days. Everything was
called by its true name, which may
have been bad taste, as well as bad
judgment, yet never in the history of
the Capital did an editorial apology
appear in its editorial columns, Many
a gun was poked in its editor's face,
but mild words or another gun, if
thero was time to draw it, averted
the impending tragedy.

Not so many years ago Greer look-
ed up from his desk one night and
found his nose within an inch of the
muzzle of a Colt's “45,” a most col-
icky weapon. Holding the gun was a
man with murder in his eye. In his
other hand was a written apology
which Greer was ordered to sign and
publish next morning. Greer was un-
armed.

“You can shoot every d—d load out
of your gun, and still I'll not sign
this apology nor publish it,” said
Greer. “I have nothing except my
fists, and you can get that kind of
a fight in a second if you'll lay down
your gun. You may kill me, but I'll
guarantee that in 156 minutes you'll
be swinging to a telegraph pole ‘in
front of this office. Now, blaze away.”

The man gazed at Greer a moment,
lowered his gun and began ecrying.
They adjusted their trouble, but with-
out a newspaper retraction, and aft-
erward became warm friends.

The first recall election in Okla-
homa was caused by Greer and his
newspaper. There were four town-
site governments at Guthrie in the
first days. Bach collected revenues,
though its officers were not under
bond for the proper expenditure of the
funds. Greer © convinced that
the funds of one of the townsite gov-
ernments were not being properly
used and demanded in his newspaper
& public accounting by the officials.
There was no response. The demand
was repeated many times without
bringing forth the desired financial
statement. It was estimated
about $15,000 had been collected.

There were no courts that could be
used to compel the officers to make
an accounting. The “City Hall” of
this townsite government was a frame
shack that could be entered so easily
by pulling off a board that it was
never thought necessary to lock the
door, Late one aftcrmnoon Greer and
his city editor, in passing the shack,
saw that the little iron safe contain-
ing the official records was open, the
clerk having failed to ghut the door
upon his departure for the day, The
booka wera extracted and earried to
Greern office, The clerk returned
during the evening, and, reeing the
safe open, closed the deor and looked
jt, thinking the pecgrda were inside,
During the night the recorda were
copled In detall, each day's cellections
belng shown, Next morning befere
daylight the records were carried to
the shack and lald en tap of the safe,

where the clerk found them upon his
arrival, and was astoanished at his

carelessness in not having put them
in the safe,

The Capital opened broadside with
a page of facts and figures. The “Vox
Popull” and the “Pro Bono Publicos”
of the townsite jumped and .cracked
their -heels together when they read
the article. They were sure the pub-
lic treasury had been looted. The
townsite officlals, most of them hon-
est men, were dismayed. Nobody
could solve the mystery of how Greer
had obtained his information.

The officlals had been elected in
mass meeting, and it required only a
few loud “ki-yis"” to bring the people
together for another purpose—to run
out the officials, and for the first time
in Oklahoma exercise of the right of
the recall, Only one official escaped
the pruning knife—he had been ab-
sent during the alleged speculations.
It was estimated that close to $10,-
000 had disappeared, as reoceipt after
receipt was presented by taxpayers,
and found to be unrecorded, The of-
ficlal under suspidjon disappeared
and ‘never returned. The other offi-
clals, guiltless of wrong, survived the
recall and are among the respected
citizens of Oklahoma.

Guthrie's second city election was
about as spectacular as the explosion
of all the fifeworks at a Fourth of
July celebrationi The populace was
divided between those who champion-
ed the economy of the retiring admin-
istration and those who denounced its
extravagance. The first faction nomi-
nated for mayor a Missourian named
D. M. Ross, and the other faction
plighted its faith to James M. Dooley,
from lowa. Both were men of abllity.
Ross was the apollo of the town; Doo-
ley, well, Dooley would have lost ov-
en the “booby” prize at a manly beau-
ty show. Greer hooked his editorial
tugs to the Dooley wagon.

There were rumors that Ross had
left some kind of a record behind
him in Missouri. The Dooleyites dug
up a big campaign fund, and used
$1,500 of it in sending a sleuth to Mis-
sourli to learn what Ross had been
doing in the land of blue grass and
big mules. The accustations and afil-
davits that the Dooley digger brought
back were as bad as they make them.
The Ross faction knew what was go-
ing on and began getting its ear to
the ground to hear the noise of the
exploeion.

In big type in his newspaper Greer
printed seven accusations, with the
statement that at the proper time each
accusation would appear on a separ-
ate day supported by the afidavits.
The political atmosphere grew red
with talk of bloodshed in the neigh-
borhcod of Greer's sanctum. In the
Capital office was a compositor known
as “Mizzoo,” who imposed himself as
a kind of bodyguard for the editor.
To see “Mizzoo” at work setting type
was enough to make a man’'s blood
chill. At the side pf his “case” stood
a Winchester, in;the threg-em quad
box was a six-shooter and sticking
in the “hell” box 'was a bowie knife.
The galley boy admired “Mizzoo” with
all the devotion of a noble youth.

News came one windy night that the
Ross clans were gathering in an old
shack to conspire for the destruction
of Greer. With '“Mizzoo” rattling
with arms, Greer hastened in the
darkness and secreted himself at the
rear of the shack, Its cracks were
wide, and inside could be seen and
heard the angry minions of Ross.
Ross was there himself, pacing the
floor, stroking his silken beard and
exclaiming that all day he had barely
been able to resist buckling on his
pistols and seeking the blood of his
enemy, Affairs had come to the jump-
ing off place, and unless the attack
upon him should be abandoned there
would be crepe on the door of a news-
paper office and a fresh mound in the
cemetery. Pat Doran, an ardent Roas-
ite, was chosen as emissary to convey
this ultimatum to Greer.

Greer and “Mizzoo” hastened away,
and were sitting quietly at work when
Doran appeared. Doran was confident
that only instant flight from Guthrie
would enable Greer ‘to save his life,
as Ross every instant was becoming
more and more unable to restrain
himself. !

“You go back,” said Greer to Do-
ran, “and tell that old snoozer that I
heard every word he sald, that he is
a coward, and if he shows up around
this shop I'll shoot his whiskers off.”

Patrick Doran grinned and said:
“Pace be wid ye, my bhoy; faith, Oime
only tellin’ ye as a friend. It's not
me to moind yer own business, lad.”

The accusations with their affidavits
were printed one by one, and the Doo-
leyites printed chuckled in glee. Greer
had been told that he might be assas-
sinated. On the morning of election,
long befare dawn, he was aroused
at his home by loud knocking on his
door. His wife urged him not to open
the door., With a pistol in each hand
(and without lighting a lamp, Greer
pulled the door suddenly open and
asked what was wanted. Dooley stood
before him, wretched and distracted.
He was in fear of his life and de-
clared that only his withdrawal from
the race, giving the victory to Ross
by deofault, would save him, He had
stopped the presses of the Capital
that his withdrawal might be print-

that | od

“I dare you to resign,” said Greer.
“Desert your cause at this time and
you'll be run out of the country, No,
gir, you can't resign after all this
fight has been made for your election,
Don’t let ’em bluff you, Dooley.”

Dooley took fresh courage at the
sight of tho militant editor and swore
that he would stay in until the last
drop of blood was shed. He was
elected by a majority of 288 votes.
The election that day was a riot from
start to finigh, Hundreds of pistols
were drawn and used as clubs, but
not a shot was fired, Roas swallowed
his rage and ghook hands with Greer,
agking only that Greer should not
continue hia attack on him, Ross
went to Washington, married a rich
widow and never returned to Okla-
homa,

In Creer's employ in early days as
advertising wsolicitor was a former
preacher of the gospel, W. H, Wilson,
who had gone broke in the ministry
and had come to Oklahoma to make

game, too.

well adapted for

medium weight; light grey

Come On, Boys!

No other clothes are so

American boy as “Best-Ever.”
Every fabric is all wool, every
seam is re-inforced, every lining is tested and every yard is
rainproof. - The new materials are serges, scotch mixtures,
tweeds, fancy mixtures, etc., in gray, brown, tans and blues.

~Sizes from 8 to 17 years. Prices $3.50 up to $10.00.

Boys’ $1.50 Underwear
Per Suit 98c

One lot of boys’ all wool underwear;-

all sizes in separate shirts and pants. Reg-
ular $1.60 per suit. Saturday special 98c.

Benner, Begg
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For Boys’ School Wear

“Best-Ever” Are the Best
OUR Boys' Clothes have every thing

that's new in styles, styles that any
boy would be proud to wear, and they’ll
stand a good rough and tumble football

the live

One lot of
color; mostly

per pair.

Every Dollar’'s Worth Bought Here Helps
. Win the Beautiful Flag for Your School.

& Garvin

Boys’ $2.25 Shoes
Per Pair $1.59

blucher styles, good rock oak soles, excel-
lent shoes for school wear. Regular $2.25
Saturday per pair $1.59.

boys’ good box calf shoes;

a stake. Wilson was 'a big, strong
man, about 50 years old and wore
& long beard. He was called “Dea-
con” and was probably the most sci-
entific boxer in QGuthrie, and in the
alley behind the Capital office dally
put on gloves with all aspiring pu-
gilists that chanced to come that way.
The idea got abroad that Wilson was
Greer's father and owned the news-
paper, due to Greer's youthful ap-
pearance and his constant association
with Wilson. It was a daily occur-
rence for somebody to enter the Capi-
tal office and say to Greer, “Bub,
where's your'father?” ‘

One of Greer's most graceful and
polished writers was Frank Cook, a
southerner. Cook was the first man
to appear in the streets of Guthrie
attired in a silk hat, frock coat, light
trousers and gloves—the morning
garb of the gentleman of fashion.
His pen ran to humor and when a
flood came one day and inundated
Guthrie’s most noted dance hall, the
“White Elephant,” and the latter's
lightly clad i{nmates scrambled
through the yellow waters to places
of safety, with here and there a male
visitor seeking concealment in =a
plunging flight. Cook compiled a rec-
ord of the event that made the whole
town shake with laughter. Alas, for
Cook, there was striking similarity
between the names of the owner of
the “White Elephant” and a reputable
hard-working woman that conducted
a boarding house. The latter's name
by mistake was used in the story.

The mistress of the boarding house
was in tears. Incidentally, ehe was a
widow. A widow in tears may sum-
mon untold champions. Among the
boarders that lodged at the home of
this widow was “Creek” Hill, a mixed-
blood Indian, whose pistol belt was
ghiny from long use. When “Creek”
Hill, panoplied for war, sallied forth
to avenge the widow, he was followed
by the prayers of the other boarders
and the ‘widow herself that his b nd
should not be stayed until he ‘.ad
wrought destruction.

Greer had just reached his office
and had not read the story, when
“Creek” Hill, swarthy and grim, en-
tered and sald: “Bub, where's your
pa?’

“Guess he's still in bed down by the ;

railroad depot,” answered Greer.

“What do you think of that?’ quer-
fed “Creck” Hill, pointing to the of-
fending article.

Greer saw that it was a bad blun-
der, and assured the widow’'s cham-
plon that “Dad” would make a cor-
rection. The champion departed, with
oaths whistling between his teeth.

Greer decided that it might be wise
to find Wilson before “Creek’” Hill en-
countered him, and went in search
of the quondam minister of the gospel.
His attention, after he had walked
geveral blocks, was drawn to a crowd
in the street. Upon reaching the
gpot he beheld the manly form of the
widow's champion, both eyes swollen
shut, and unable to rise. “Creek” Hill
had found Wilson,

When Greer returned to his office
Wilson was lelsurely at work, bland
a8 a May morning.

“Did you see ‘Creek’ Wilson?' " ask-
ed Greer.

“Yes, just for a minute or two, on
the bank corner,” replied Wilson, “I
think you'll find him there now.”

The widow's champion was in bed
three weeks, Cook, chronicler of the
flood, wrote an apology, and the wid-
ow regained her composure, “Creek”
Hill sent for Wilson to come to his
bedside, Wilson feared treachery, but
finally went, Reaching out his hand,
“Creek” Hill pald; *“Old man, put
her there, and let's ghake; you are
the best and fastest performer that
ever struck the Cottonwood, and I've
been in this country forty years,”

An Atchison man is good at re-

membering names and nothing else.

* k ook ok ok ok %k %k %k Xk N k% Kk
* AMUSEMENTS *
%ok ok koo ok ko ok Nk ok kB

The Right of Way.

Book lovers are unanimous in thelr
approval and praise of Bir Gilbert
Parker’s masterpiece “The Right of
Way.” This story is no longer new,
but it was accorded first place as one
of the six “best sellers” a short time
ago. The book has been dramatized

by Eugene Presbrey and. has scored
one of the sensational hits of the de-
cade., All who have read it will be
pleased to have an opportunity of
sceing the characters in real life as
they will be presented at the Metro-
politan tonight.

Sam Bernard.

Sam Bernard who is coming to the
Metropolitan on Friday, September 29,
in the new musical comedy success,
“He Came From Milwaukee,” prob-
ably has not changed his makeup one
jot in a dozen seasons, yet he is un-
failingly comic every time he sets his
foot on the stage. It may be that he
utilizes today some of the quips which
figured in his vocabulary years ago,
yet they are just as valuable to him
today as instigators of laughter. He
is an excellent example of the self-
made comedian, a jester of marked
indlviduality who has worked his way
to the front ranke and who occuples
there a position which seems all his
own. There are several reasons why
Bernard has succeeded, why he is
popular. His fun is not cut and dried,
he says something new and unexpect-
ed at every performance; even his
assoclates never know just what he
will “spring” on them for the sake of
gaining a laugh. He is the personi-
fication of geriousness when he is ut-
tering the most comic of sayings; his
little upturned stage nose, his puck-
ered lips, his slanting eyes, all help
him in his mirthmaking; and his dia-
lect, which {8 neither broken German
nor stage German, but just plain
Bernard German, is the most valuable

Are You Prepared for

asset in his whole extensive stock in

trade. D
Sheehan Opera Co.

Joseph H. Bheehan, America's fa-
vorite and the greatest tenor ever
heard in the English language will
bring his all-star company to the
Metropolitan theater Wednesday, Oc-
tober 4, in “The Love Tales of Hoff-
man.” The Sheehan English Opera
company this year is said to excel all
previous efforts. It consists of the
pick of the Chicago and Boston com-
pany, each principal belng selected
for his or her fitness for the roles
they will ging, and the chorys is the
cream of the two big companies.

Never before in America has an
all-star opera company been put be-
fore the public and no greater com-
pliment can be paid this organization
than to say it i on a par with its
famous leader.

Oh! Oh! Oh!

Why are the letters blurring
eo? Why that aching pain in my
brow? Why do my eyelids smart
and itch when I read or study?

The above symptoms of eye
strain will be relieved by a care-
ful examination and proper glass- | |

es,
I will be pleased to meet and
advise all sufferers of eye strain,
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the Hunting Season?

so immediately.

_ thing for the hunter.

35 . ﬁ_{ and U. M. C. ammuni-

A.B. RHEINHART

Hardware and Sporting Goods

It not, ybu should do

We have most every

We carry Winchester
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