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A FOOL AND HIS MONEY

(Continued from page 3.)

ab5dt him In & dased, bewildéred man
ner.

At that moment Foopendyke came
running down the stalrs, attracted by

the loud vuices. He was followed
clusely by three or four wide eyed
glaziers who were workiug on the sec:
ond toor.

“In the name of heaven, sir!”

“I've bruilsed my knuckles borribly”
was all that | said. | seemed to be In
a sort of a doze myself. | bad never
knocked a man down before in my life.

Tarnowsy struggled to his feet and
faced me, quivering with rage. | was
dumfounded to see that he was not
covered with blvod. But he was of a
light, yellowish green. 1 could scarce
Iy belleve my eyes.

“Youn shall pay for this!" he cried
The tears rushed to his eyes. “Cow-
ard, beast, to strike a defenseless
man!"

His hand went swiftly to his breast
pocket, and an Instant Jater a small
revolver flashed foto view. It was
then that | did another strange and In-
comprehensible thing. With the at-
most coolness | stepped forward and
wrested it from his hand. Isay strange

sensation of fear. e conld have shot
mwe like a dog. | never even thought
of that.

“None of that!" 1 cried sharply.
“Now, will you be good enough to get
out of this bouse nnd stay out?"

“My secouds wlll call on you"—

“And they wlll recelve just what you
have received. If you or any of your
friends presume to trespass on the
privacy of these grounds of mine I'll
kick the whole lot of you Into the
Danube, Hawkes, elther show or lead
Count Tarnowsy to the gates. As for
you, Mr. Schwartzmuller, 1 shall ex-
pose'’—

But the last word in restorations had
departed.
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CHAPTER XViL
| Am Forced Into Being a Here.

I'TTING alone in my study late

In the afternocon smoking a

solitary pipe of pesice, | re
membered Mr. Bangs, the law-

yer, the man with the top buttun off,
What had become of him? His pres
ence or, more accurntely, his absence
suddenly lvomed up before me as the
forerunner of an unwelcome invasion
of my preserves. He was nv doubt a
sort of advance agent for the Titus
family and its iImmedinte ramifications,

Just as | was on the polnt of starting
out to make Inquiries concerning him
there came to my ears the svund of
tapping on the back of Red Ludwiyg's
portrait.

1 rushed over and rapped resounding
Iy npon Ludwig's pudgy knee. The
next Instant there was a click, and
then the secret door swung open, re
vealing the eager, concerned fuce of
my neighbor.

“What has happened? she cried.

1 lifted her out of the frame. Her

tell me that he—~he shot sou!"

| held up my swollen hund rather
proundly. It smellea vilely of arnieca.

“This wound was self inficted, my
dear countess,” | said, thrilled_by her
expression of concern. *I bad the ex
quisite pleasure—and pain—of knocking
Your forwer husband downp."

“Oh, splendid!"” she cried, ber eyes
gleaming with excitement. “Mr, Bangs
wns rather bazy about it, and be would
not let me risk telephoning You knock-
ed Marts down?"

“Ewmphatically,” said L

She mused. *I think it is the first
time it hus ever happened (o him. How
=bow did be like it?"”

“It appeared to prostrate him.”

She smiled understandingly.
glad you did It, Mr. Smart.”

“If 1 remember correctly, you once
said that be bad struck you, couutess.”

Her fuce tlushed. “Yes, on three
separate occasfons he struck me In the
face with his open hand. I1—| testified
to that effect at the trial. Every one
seemed to look upon it as a joke.
swore that they were—were love pats.”

“l hope his lack of discrimination

will not lead bim to belleve that | was Rangs has tried to stop ber.

delivering a love pat,” sald | grimly.

“Now tell me everything that hap
pened,” she said, seating berself to my
big armchalr. Her feet failed to touch
the floor.

When | came to that part of the
story where | accused Tarnowsy of
duplicity in connpection with the fres
coes she betrayed Intense excitement.

“But yow were vearer the truth
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,you thought,” she sald, compressing
ber lips. After a moment she went
on: “Count Hobendahl sold the origi-
nals over three years ago. | was here
with Maris at the time of the transac-
tion and when the paintings were re-
moved. Maris acted as an interme
dlary In the deal. Hobhendahl recelved
$200,000 for the palntings, but they
were worth It. | bave reason to be
licve that Maris bad a fourth of the
amount for his commission. 8o, you
see, you were right in your surmise.

“The Infernal rascall Where are the
originals, countess?"

“They are In my father’s villa at
Newport,” she sald. “1 intended speak-
fng of this to you before, but 1 was
afraid your pride would be burt. Of
course | should bave spoken if it came
to the point where you really consid-
ered having those forgeries restored.”

“He will challenge you,” she weot on
pervously. “He has fought three duels.
He is oot a physical coward.” Her
dark eyes were full of dread.

I hesitated. “Would you be vitally
interested {n the outcome of such an
affatr?’ | asked. *l mean on Rose
mary's account. He—he Is her father,
you see. It would mean"—

A slow flush mounted to her brow.
“That Is precisely what | was think:
fng. Mr. Smart. It would be—unspeak-
ably dreadful.”

I stood over her. My bDeart was
pounding beavily, She must have seen
the peril that lay In wy eyes, for she
suddenly slipped out of the chair and
faced me, tbe flush dying in her cheek,
leaving It as pale as ivory.

“You must not say anything more,
Mr. Smart,” she said gently.

A bitter smile came to my lips, and 1
drew back with a sickening sense of

her!

1 was something of u philosopher, |
submit that my attitude at the time of
my defeat at the bands of the jeweler's
clerk proves the point conclusively.
Quite before | knew it | was myself
again, a gteady, self rellant person who
could make the best of 4 situation, who
could take bis medicine ke a man.

She was speaking of the buttonless
lnwyer, Mr. Bungs. *“He {s walting to
sce you this evening, Mr. Smart, to dis-
cuss ways and menns of getting my
mother and brothers into the castle
without discovery by the sples who vre
nndoubtedly watching their every
move.”

1 drew in another long, deep breath.
“It seems to e that the thing cannot
be done. The risk 1s tremendous, Why
not head ber off ¢

“Hend her off? You do not know my
mother, Mr. Smart. She has made ap
ber wind that her pluce Is bere with
me, and there iso't angthing in the

world that ean—head her off, as yuu
say."

“RBnt surely you see the dauger?”

"I do. | bave tried to stop her. Mr.
S0 has
father. But she I8 coming. We wust
arrange sowmetbhing.”

| wns pacing the door lu front ot her.
She bad resumed Ler place in the chair.

“My deepest regret, countess, tles in
the fact that our little visits will be—

Iy

well, 8t nn end. ULur deligutful littie
suppers and"—
“Oh. but think of the comfort it will

lonesome: | shall not be afraid; I shall
not be forever annoying you with self
ish demnnds upon your good nature.
You will huve time tv write withont
futerruption It will be fur the best"
“No,” suid | positively. *“They were
Jolly purties, and 1 shull miss them."
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She looked nwany quickly *“Aund It .
all goes well 1 shall soun be safely on The Bank of Personal c8ervice
my way to Americn. Theu you will GLASGOW MONTANA

be rid of me completely.”

I was startled *You menn that there
1s a pian afoot to—to swuggle you vut
of the country?"

“Yes. And | fear | shall have to
trouble you again when it comes to
that  You must belp me, Mr Smart.”

| nudded slowly Help her to get
awny? | hadn't thonghbt of that Iate
The prospect left me rather cold

| aud sick

“I'll do all that | can, conntess.”

She smiled faintly, bot | was certain
thnt | detected n challenge n rather
unkind challenge—-ln ber eyes “You
will come to see me In New York, or
course.”

1 shook my head. *I am afrald we
are counting our chickens hefore they're

hatched. One or the other of us may
be in jall for the pext few years."

“Heavens!" i}

“But I'll come to see you In New
York If you'll let me,” | cried, trying
to repadr the damage 1 bad done. *1
was jesting when | spoke of jull"

Her brow was puckered In thought.
*It has just occurred to me, my dear
friend, thut even If | do et safely
away you will be left here to face the
conrequences. When it becomes known
that you sheltered e the authorities
may make it extremely uncomfortable
for you."

“I'm not worrying about that.”

“Just the =ame, It Is something to
worry about,” she sald seriously.
“Now, here Is what | have bhad Ino mind

We
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of coal for the cool

for a long time. Why don't you come
with me when | leave? That will be

$54.90 to Dubuque, Iowa.
$48.90 to Fort Dodge, Ia.
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$58.00 to Milwaukee, Wis.
$45.00 to Superior, Wis.
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Write, call on or phone your local Great Northern representative U
for further information and fares from your home town.

N . will be ready to pick me up.

the safest plan."

*You are not in earuest!”

“Assuredly. The plan Is something
Hke this: | am to be taken by slow
stages overiand to a swall Mediter
ranean port. One of a bhalf dogzen
American yachts now crulsing the sea
Doesn't
it seem simple?”

“It seema simple enough”™ said 1.
“Rut there are a lot of ‘ifs’ between
bere and the little port you hope to
reach. It will not be £p epsy matter
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