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MINES ON THE HIGH SEAS.

An interesting point concerning the neutrality
of the high seas is raised by the recent operations off
Port Arthur. The Russians, it will be reealled, re-
sorted to the shrewd device of stealing out at night
with torpedo boats and placing mines in the waters
in which they had seen the Japanese warships cruis-
ing during the day, expecting that the next day the
Japanese would return to the same crnising ground
and get blown up. In that way, according to their
own story, the Hatsuse was destroyed. It was a
elever and daring reversal of the Japanese trick of
stealing in close to the harbor’s mouth and planting
mines there.

The Hatsuse, however, was destroyed, according
to report, about 10 miles off shore. That would in-
dicate that the Russians were pretty daring in coming
out so far. It would also indicate that they came
well out of territorial waters into the high seas and
placed their mines. The question is whether that was
lawful. It is lawful to place mines in territorial
waters. Of that there is no doubt; but it is a dif-
ferent thing to put them in the neutral waters of the
high seas, where nentral vessels have a right to sail,
and thus to imperil neutral commerce. If a neutral
vessel tries to enter Port Arthur or any port of the
belligerent territory, it does so at its own risk. But
it has a right to sail in the China seas outside the
league line, and it is entitled there to exemption from
injury. If such a vessel in such waters should strike
a mine which had been placed there by one of the
beligerent powers, an uncommonly interesting case
in international law might be raised.

Obviously, it would be intolerable for a beliger-
ent power to sow the north Atlantie steamship routes
with mines, to the peril of whatever vessels, neutral
or belligerent, might traverse those waters. Any
power doing so might well be regarded as an enemy
of the human race. But, if that be forbidden, should
not all placing of mines in neutral waters or in the
high seas be prohibited?
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THE TRUSTS ABROAD.
It is believed to be useful for partisan purposes to
feach the people that the transaction of much of the

business of this eountry by large eorporations, given
the bad name of trusts, is an evil that has originated
in our proteetive tariff. This course is taken in order
to effectively ambush another attack on protection.

. But as a-large part of the business of Great Brit-
ain is transacted h}f eorpotations between which and
ofir frusts there ismo appreciable.differénce in econ-
omics if there is in law. There have been organized
in Great Britain 77.579 of such corporations, with a
stock issie oF $29 982110,245: A majority of these
floated their stock and went undér to the loss of the
shareholders, just as the wild-eat trusts in this coun-
try did to the loss of the investing publie.

The Manchester Chronicle says that last yvear 1629
of these corporations hecame insolvent, inflicting a
Joss of $145,995,000 upon the public whieh had taken
their stocks. The same anthority says that in the last
10 years the losses from the same eause have amount-
ed to $2,725,240,000. Tt is deeclared that this lost
eapital was never represented by valid assets. -That
is to say it was watered and fietitious capital.

The Chronicle declares that there must be legis-
lation to protect the public against the lure of such
imvestments and that “‘It does not meet the case to
say that we eannot legislate for fools; we must so
legislate as to protect the nation from unserupulous-
ness, dishonesty and fraud. The board of trade has
been urged by the stock exchange to deal with this
abuse and a serionus effect must be made to safegnard
our commercial interests by making the law very
gtringent in dealing with abuses of flotation nnder
the limited liability system.”’

All the features familiar to use in the United
States appear in Great Britain. Under free frade
stock watering and luring of investors go on just
as here under protection. The revenue system makes
no difference. If our demoeratic politicians were in
(Great Britain we suppose they wounld be pointing to
free trade as the mother of trusts and the.wicked

inventor of stock watering.
. 2

The United States government had been excead-
ingly liberal to the world's fair at St Louis, before
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its managers applied to congress for a loan of the
last $4,600,000 required to make ready for the open-
ing of the exposition. That final grant was a loan
of money and nothing more. The government took
pains to secure itself against any loss. A bank could
not have been more cantions. The final installment
of the loan was paid over to the exposition company
about the 10th of May, and the company must hegin
to repay the loan next month. The government took
a first lein on the gross receipts of the exposition com-
pany from all paid admissions to the grounds and
from all moneys received from concessions. The
method of repayment is set forth in the law making
the appropriation. On the 15th of next month the
company must report to the secretary of the treas
ury, in detail, the total amount of its gross receipts.
1 there must be a similar report and payment
; the period sinee June 15; and in htat way,on
‘and 15th day of each snccessive month, the
reporfs and payments must be continued till the
whole debt is s discharged. But these semi-monthly
payments must never, after July 1, be less than $500,-
000, or the concern must go into the hands of a re-
ceiver, who will be the secretary of the treasury
himself,

_’
Reports received at Washington from the far
east dwell at length upon the terrifie power of the

an absolute seeret, It is not used to propel the shot,
but for bursting charges of the army and navy ex-
plosive shell. The result of the explosion has as-
tounded the United States army observers. The
heaviest armor-piercing shell with its small cavity is
rent into countless thousands of sharp fragments
which are hurled through the air with such force that
they tear through the sides of an iron ship as would
a projectile from a machine gun. The Russian war-
ships Variag and Korietz were found to be riddled,
deck and sides, by fragments of these shells. 1t is
not known that any other nation possesses such a ter-
rific explosive,
+
The English postmaster general is eonsidering a
penny-in-the-slot machine by whieh the purchaser
will be enabled to obtain stamps at all hours—a use-
ful matter when the postoffices are closed. The ma-
chine is so construeted that it ean be fitted into a wall
or pillar box, for it is of small compass, The pur-
chaser, after placing the penny in the slot, presses
a knob, and the machine does the rest.. The stamps
are placed on a roller, and only one stamp is released
at a time, while an indicator shows the number of
stamps remaining in the machine.
vantage, and will prevent the loss of sundry pennies
and the use of *‘language.”
4
In one particular London is far and away ahead
of Ameriean cities. Over there the authorities have
notified all persons and corporations displaying or
using elocks for the benefit of the public that they |
must give correct Greenwich time, or permission to
have such clocks will be withheld. That is an execel-
lent idea. Right here in Astoria you can see elocks!
at variance from 5 to 10 minutes almost any time. |
If a thing is worth doing at all it is worth doing well,
4
Russian surgeons say that the Japanese rifle |
bullets, while possessing a great deal of stopping
power, make small, clean holes, which can be treated
easily, and give exeellent opportunities for the early
recovery of the wounded unless some vital organ is
piereed. There have been many cases of recovery
after the intestines have been penetrated. Interst-
iniz contributions to surgical seience will follow the
ending of hostilities,

-

Some are wondering why the daily attendanee at
the world’s fair is not made public day by day.
There must be a good reason, and we imagine it is
found in the faet that Uncle Sam has a lien on half
the receipts for the big loan he made the organization
when it needed the money. Perhaps it doesn't want
to pay with too mueh alacrity, quite a common weak-
ness, by the way.

The Oregonian denies that it has ever abused
Rev. E. P. Hill; it insists that it has werely vilified
him. Doubtless the good doctor appreciates the dis-
tinetion.

Fighting Bob i8 on his native heath again, having
got home without fracturing the peace of anything
but the vernacular.

&
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If the country can be saved the commencement
day orator is determined that the deed shall be done.

&
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Financially and otherwise it must be said of Asto-
ria that she is always ready with the dust,
e

By forming a combine the broom manufaeturers
have given a handle to public criticigms,

If your chest measure is 42, a 34
coat would be a little uncomfortable—
and would cause some comment among
your friends.. ls your advertising ex-
penditure cut too small for your busi-
ness chest measurement?

Japanese Shimose powder, the nature of which is}

This is an ad-:
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JUST FOR INSTANCE.

Folk has declined. Cnesar was killed

for declininik,
L] L] L L]
Meard on Commercial Streat.
“Scoundrel, what do you mean by
tuking my wife's arm?
“1, sir? Search me!"
" " & =
Kuropatkin sayx he will march in
July—if the Japs do noi make him
march before that time.
- . L] L]

In case of famine the people of Port )

Arthur may have to gat the historical
rooster that hud a leg broken by one
of Togo's shells
- L - .
The Song of the Portlander.
I'm goln' tu live In Oregon til 1 die;
1 don't care If th' rain pours from de

nky.
I'm goin' to stay where 1 o'n See
Mount Hood,
And ‘tend the great falr run by Mr
Goode,
I'm goln' to live In Oregon til 1 dle

. 8 8 @
Concerning Mair.

Once upon i Time there was o Young

Thing who Longed for un Adorlng

Young Muan. Seeing that her Blsters

and Girl Chums done up thelr Halr
in DiMcult Twists, she Sat About to

Learn the Art. In Time she Succeeded
%0 Far ns to Attract the Attentlon of
n Young dry goods Clerk who had o
Champagne Taste and o Lemonade Sal-
ary, but She Welcomed Hin Attentlons
as It put her In the Bet, Where she
could Cateh SBomething Else more to
her Mind, The Night that the \'num.-|
Man had Promised to call SBhe Did up|
her Halr In what she Thought to lu!-ll
the Latest Agony. When he had Deen |
saying Sweet Ciphers for S8ome time |
hae Remnarked that her Halr was very!
Becoming, at which the Young Thing |
gmiled. “And” sald the Hero, “the
Reasony I became so Interested in You
|8 that as a Personal Favor I wanted |
to axk you If you will tell the Sr-'l‘\-t’
of Dolng up your Halr to the Angel’
I am Golng to Marry next munth."I
At which the Young Thing grew real)
Angry and asked: ““Wouldn'thatjar-

yvou; wouldn'titmakeyoumad? ‘
- L] L] -

Of course, the above mentloned young
Indy’'s remarks had a harrowing effect
. - L] L]

The natlye of Oregon who pawns
his umbrella s lost beyond redemp-

tion.
L] - L] -

McCULLEY,

The Man in the Trench. Il
(While thousands of soldiers’ graves
were yesterday covered with Hags and |
flowers, there are thousands of sol-
diers sleeping the sleep of herdes in |
the funernl trenches-—thrown there in |
a time of haste and need—over whoso |
sepulcher there are no tlags, no flow-
¢rs, who lie forgotten In graves that
nre unknown—save by One)
How's This?
We offer One hundred Doliara Re-

ward for any case of Catarrh that can.
not be cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure,
F. J. CHENEY & CO.Toledo, O.
We, the undersigned, bave known F.
J. Cheney for the last 16 years, and
belleve him perfectly honorable in nll
business transactions and financially
able to carry out any obligations made
by his firm.
WALDING, KINNAN & MARVIN,
Wholesale Drugglsts, - Toledo, O,
Hall's Catarrh Cure Is taken Inter-
pally, acting directly upon the blood
and mucous surfaces of the system.
Testimonlalas sent free. Price 76 cents
per bottle. 80ld by all Druggists,
Take Hall's Family Pills for constl«
pition,

That Throbbing Headache
Would quickly leave you if you used
Dr. King's New Life Pllls, Thousands
of sufferers have proved thelr match-
less merit for 8lck and Nervous Head-
aches, They make pure blood" and
bulld up your health. Only 26 cents;
money back If not cured. Sold by
Chas, Rogers, Druggist,

“I find Cascarots 50 good thad 1 would mos be
wikhious tham. | was troubled & greas deal with
forpld liver and headsehe. Now sincs saking
Cancarats Candy Oatharilo | foel vory much better

1 ahiall oortsainly recommend thom o my m-m'

a8 the besd modicine | have evar seen.” |
Anos Bazinet, Osbors M1ll No. 8, Fall River, Mase.

Bes! For
The Bowels

CANDY CATHARTIC

_' :
EV Ry wiiLE OV S

Ploas Pal " Tante Good .

RS R et o

e4re of your money bae f
Bterling Remedy Co,, Chicago or N.Y. Sor

ANNUAL SALE, TEN MILLION BOXES

JAY TUTTLE, M. D, ~
PHYBICIAN AND SURGEON

Avting Asslutant Gurgeon
U8 Marine Hosghtal Horvies,

Dr. VAUGHAN,

DENTIST.

OfMos hours; 10 to 13 mm, 110 4:80 pm,
| 417 Commaercial Stresl, Ind Foor,

e —

Dr. RHODA

Pything Building, Astorin, Oregon,

—
—————

Dr. T. L. BALL C. HICKS
DENTIST CATENG
Mansell Bidg. 578 Commercial g1,
53 Commarclal street,  Astoria Ore, PHONE BLACK 208,

-_———

O. W. BARR, DENTIST

Mansell Building
578 Commaorcial Street, Astorls, Ore

Dr. W. C, LOGAN
DENTIST

b8 Commercinl St Shanahan Bailding

TELEPHONE RED 2001,

- S —

C. J. TRENCHARD
Inmurance, Commission and Bhipping.

CUSTOMS HOUSE BROKER.
Agent Wells-Fargo and Northern
Pacifie Express Companies
Cor, HLEVENTH and BOND BTH

"o HART'S DRUG STORE ».sii.

-

The fmnons Adams’ Hale Broabes--** There's None 8o Good” Then we
bnve no elegant line of military and fleah broshes st groatiy reduced prices

HERE'S A CHANCE FOR YOU|

Our linn of fine Soaps, Toilet Water and Perfames is the | # o the city
atd we can please the most fastidions und we would like to show you what
we have, CORNER Hth and COM dERCIAL STREE TS,

B e i o - S P o

w — e

The TROY Laundry

Is the only White Labor Laundry in the City, Does the Best

of Work at very reasonable Prices, and is in every way worthy
of your patronage. Cor, 10th and DUANE STS. Phone 1991

PRAEL & COOK TRANSFER €0,

Telephone 221, '

Draying and Expressing

All goodashipped toour care will receive s pooial attention.

709-715 Commercial Street,

000000 O0OCO

We are thoroughly prepured for making
estimuten and exeouting orders for
all kinds of sleotrical inntalling and
repairing,  Bopplles in stock. We
sell the Celebrated SHELBY LAMP.

Call up Phone 1161,

428 BOND STREET

Electrical
Works "
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FRESH AND CURED MEATS

Wholesule and Retail

- ¥ 4 [l * '
Ships, Logging Camps and Mills supplied on short notice,

LIVE STOCK BOUGHT AND SOLD
E WASHINGTON MARKET . CHRISTENSON @ Co0.
XXX XXX XX XXX XXX XXX XXX ITECXXLILY

MATTRESSES

Wool, Curled Hair, Mohair, Spring.  All kinds of Mattresses
made to order, Prices the Lowest,

L. H. HENNINGSEN ? CO.

5 504 BOND STREET, ASTORIA, OREGON. PHONE, RED 2308 J

)

ANDREW ASP, BLACKSMITH.

Having installed o Rubber Tiring Machioe of the
!ulmt pattern T am prepared to do ull kinds of work
in that line at reasonable prices. Telephone 291,

CORNER TWELFTH AND DUANE STREETS.

1,000 TONS

BEST LUMP

COAL

Free Delivery. Phone orders to No. 1061, Elmore & 00, w

. Special Sale of Brushes |

\'/




