THE “IRON HOUSE’

By Willis Emery, Copyright, 19005, by Charles B, Etherington,
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HAD spent the evening at a theater !
with my clients, Mrs, Desborough
and ber daughler, and we had
tried, with falr success, to exclude

from our conversalion all reference to
the vory thrilling drama of real life in
which we three were cast for leading
roles, Misa Desborough, Indeed, seom-
@l to shnke her mind free of It with
eane aid heartlly to enjoy the play up-
on the stage, but there were long Inter-
vils when 1 behold the actors with ne
comprehension of what they were

IT WAR MY PARTNER, JOUN HAMMOND.

about, and It was the same with the
elder of my companlons. Often | wan
snware that sbhe shuddered and started
i If waking from no pleasant dream.
Then | knew that she had boeen think-
Ing of our adversary, Richard Biend
ball, whom she feared with the sim
plicity of superstition as though he
were the devll, Bometimes In such mo-
meuts she would cast a quick glance
at me as If | were Ler sole rellance In
this just contention,

Upon the whole, It was a highly emo-
tional evenlog for me and for Lils rea
son keenly delightful,

Whea | had parted from Mrs. Des
borough and pretty Miss Alice after a
bit of supper It was past miduight,
mild, clear and with a growing moon
pow falling toward the west. | was In
po wood for sleep. My mind refresbed
Itself upon its own delight, and so It4
happened t* 1 took a long detour to

by stendball's bome—the “lron

ouss,” an It Is called, bocause of the

abundance of that strong metsl in and
around It

There s a tall lron fence upon the
avenue side, and the black arch over
the great gate rises twenly feet al
least. The cumbrous bolts were al
mont on A level with my eyed. The up
right bars which [ took Lold upou were
bigger than my hands could eclasp
This formidable structure, seemingly
desigued for glanta, dwarfed we v
body, yet enlarged my wspirit, for lo
the dark mass of that great house there
was a slogle lighted window In the
second story, and 1 belleved that Btead.
ball burned bis lamp so late to seek for
refuge agninst my attack.

This wae by no means the first time
1 bhad stood before bis gate. His houne,
so ponderously defended, the courtyard
always deserted by day and crowded
with black shadows by ulght, had ex-
ercised a strong fascination upon my

mind long before 1 drenmed that the
man hiwsell wonld ever be more than |
& name to we. His bomo fitted him #) |
well! His lron hardness of henrt, s
loug deflance of the law, his incredible
wealth locked up In steel behind the
doors of banks, the mystery of his|
ways—these nid many other lmages I
had enjoyed years ngo, when the scene |
wis pew to we and Stendhall charmed |
my fancy a8 o type of the most mon. |
strous product of our era, the throned |
brigand of Industry.

The broad window whence came the
lght In o wavering tracery around the
oldges of the curtain had once been
polnted ont to me as belonging to the
room where Stendhnll recelved the most
Intimate of his visitors and concocted
bis most intrieate couspiracies, He, ln
deed, formed many alllances and seem-
od to bave no need of caution, distrust
ing all men, but fearing none, scorning
treachery, often betrayed, yet never to
his hurt.

As 1T watched, the light was slowly
lowered. Frugal Stendball, belug about
to leaye the room for a little while, had
turned dowu the gus, Presently J saw
& gleant through o panel of wialned !
glass upon a stalrway. Then the door
of the house was, opened and two men
appearsd. They were no more thau
shadows umder the overlinnging, heavy
roof of the stone pillared portipo, yet
one of them was wo tall that It must
bLe Btendhall, The other disclosed no
recognirable characteristic. They walk:
ed slowly along the portice, which end
od at the wall of an adjoining bulld-
Ing. For perhaps two minutes they
were Invisible to me. Then Btendhall
returned alone and entered the house.

What had become of the other manl,

l

It was an Interesting puszle, but one
that I despaired of solving. | contln
ued to stare Idly at the house uuntll
Btendhall bad turned up the light In
Lis room. Then I abandoned my posi-
tlon and faced toward home. At the
corner of the next cross street 1 looked
westward, attracted by the brightuess
of the moon, and so [ chanced to see a
maun coming out of a house upon that
street—the third from the corner. It
wan my partner, John Hammond,

If Lis manner had bLeen ordinary
should bave followed and halled bim,
but he was so obviously daunted by
the bLrilllancy of the night and made
such baste to pull his hat down so that
the shadow of it brim might shield his
face that I was thrilled with & sudden
monstrous suspiclon, and 1 Jet him go
upon his way,

It seemn certain that some revelation
must have come to me before In order
that I should have been prepared to
condemn Hammond such evl
dence. There was marely the physical
possibllity that n secret passage might
lead from Htendhall's portice to this
house upon the street below, and yet
my mind would never have accepted so
readily the suggestion of my partner's
treachery unless nnnoticed hints of its
inception had been accumulating In the
remoter reglons of my brain during the
past month of otr jolnt labors with the
Diesborough case,

In the succeeding portion of the night
[ slept little and thought much, and as
a result of it all I went next moming
nt the carllest poasible moment to the
Central 8afe Deposit vaults, where we
kept certaln documents of capital im-
portance to our affairs, Among them
wan the original contract drawn near-
Iy twenty years ago between Clarence
Desborough and Ichard Btendhall,
whereby the former ceded n part of the
control of his business to the latter, A
dlogen other wen In the same fleld of In-
dustry bad committed a similar indis-
eretion, and then Stendball bad exe
cuted the first grand coup of the career
which raised him to such belghts of
wealth and power. How It was done
has wever been disclosed—probably by
a trick as simple as the commonest
slelght of hand. The sallent fact Is
that Btendlinll began at once to arro-
gute to himself powers not delegated
in these agreements, and when_the
victima perceived his intent and turned
to study thelr contracts not one of
those documents could be found. Then
began Interwinable lawsuits, marked
by Incredible scandals, disgracing
many courts, but Stendhall's grip upon
that Industry which be had planued to
selze grew always tighter. Bome of his
opponents became his tools and waxed
rich; others were rulned. Two suc
cumbed to the stress of the usequal

-battle and died Insane, One of these

was Clarence Desborough.

By what means the Desborough con-
tract escaped destruction [ do not
know, but it was offered to the widow
by a wretched creature who had loug
servidd Stendhall and had been discard:
ed. My partoer, Hammond, bad just
formed the acguaintance of the Des-
boroughs and fiad Jost Lis beart to Al
fee, who was never In the least attract
ed toward him, The affalr was put
Into bis bands, 1 naturally took part in
the lovestigution which followed, We
satinfled ourselves of the genulueness
and importance of the document and
advanced to Mra. Desborough the wod-
erate price demanded. Its value was
tn the milllons, but the wan who sold
it cared lttle for money, knowlug him-
gelf to be on the brlnk of the grave,

If Hammond was to play us false
this document would be the nucleus of
his treachery, and Jealousy rather thao
money the true motive. He fancied
that 1 had displaced bim with Allce,
but this was Impossible for the reason
which 1 have stated. Indeed, no one
knew this bettér tham he did In hls
ealmer moments, but Jealousy I8 a kind
of madness,

Bupposing him to bave bad a trea
sonable nterview with Stendhall, there
was A falr probability that {he con

| tract had been exhibited, and with thi

thought lu mind I went to the safe de
posit box that moruing. The result
seemed to Justify my asusplelons, for
the preclous document was not there,

I took post ln a convenleot doorway
and within ten minotes saw Hammond
enter the Central company's vaults
When he had gone away again I re
examined our drawer. The contract
was o Its proper place.

My plan was already formed. It
would have Involved a hazardous re-
posal of coufidence except for one for
tunate circumstance—the man whom 1
must trust was my own father. He
was a manufocturer of the costlier
kinds of paper and imperishable parch
ments and an expert in inks and sigun
turea and all detalls that mark the
authenticlty or expose the frandulency
of documents, It was upon his oplnlon
that we had chiefly relled In the matter
of the genuineness of the Desborough
contract, Tt was to him I now carried
it with the singular request that he
should prepare for me the best possl-
ble forgery.

During the time necessary for this
work Hammond onge vislted the safoty
doposit hox and missed the document,
but 1 satisfied him with the falsehood
that 1t had been In my possession. On
the etenlng of the same day my father
fald two coples of the Desborough con-
tract before me and asked me to judge
betwoen them: but, though [ bad learn
ol many gecrets {rom him, T oetld no'
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After | had substituted the false for
the genuins contract it was Decessary
only for me to visit the Central's vaults
at the close of every day. When Ham-
should be ready to consummate
corrupt bargain I could not fall to

a Baturday, and at mid-
eod Hammond to the house

g
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guised as an old man with a white wig
ind beard, When Hammond entered
the suspected biouse 1 was quite close
to him, and 1 observed that he gave no
summons.. There was oo visible at-
tondant, The door seemed to open of
itself, and 1 observed a similar phe-
nomenon a few minutes later when a

Usbadowy form which I conld not doubt

to be Hammond's passed along the dim
areade to the unlighted portal of Btend-
hall's residence,

Immediately an slmost Ilnsane curl-
suity took hold npon me. My desire to
peo the meeting between Btendball and
Hammond was so strong that It re
lleved me of the necessity of planning.
1 proceeded upon pure animal lnstinet,

It was no great feat to climb the iron
fence, but 1 will not describe, and, In-
deed, shall never clearly know, how I
scaled the wide of Btendball's house.
Ouce at the window, my dificulties
were over, There were a fair fooling
and a bold for my hands, but I could
see nothing. The window was a little
way open, and the draft was outward,
o that the curtain's sdges seemed
glued to the casing. My excitement
was maddenling, and the minutes were
endless, Then suddenly the current of
alr changed. The curtall awung some
Inches inward, and [ wee Into the
room,

Btendhal] stood with his back toward
me, looking across a broad table to the
door, which an Il favored fellow who
seemed to be a servant had just open-
ed. There was a folded paper in his
hand, He advanced and gave It fo
Stendball, who glanced at it and nod-
ded several times, The servant with-
drew, and not a word bad been spoken
upon either side,

1 ulid down from my perch without n
thought for my neck, ran round lonside
the yard to the front door and pressed
the electrie button. Upon the front the
house had a couventional and Inbabited
look. I expected a prompt response to
my ring. Instead there was a long
walt, during which I had a strange
sense of being scrutinized by hidden
eyes,

Upon the farther side of Stendball's
house there was a carrlage way closed
by heavy gates, which suddenly were
rolled aside, A closed carrlage rolled
out Into the road, and I thought I heard
& mufed cry from within it Clearly
they were taking Hammond away, hav-
ing robbed and gaggad him, t fur-
ther vielence wns medita I knew

to his rellef.
Through many dark streets I pursued

side the curb,
man upon the box remained absolutely

The carrlage was empty.
peatly tricked.
It was useleas to return to Stend.

rooms, 1 bhad removed the wig and
beard. The attendant at the outer door
knew me and stared at my sbabby at-
tire. Mr. Hammond, he sald, had just
returned.

volce, “Who's there?™
“Let me In" 1 called.
you at once.”
There was a brief sllence and then
a loud, sharp sound. I set my band to
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HE LAY DEAD AT MY FEET.
the door and found it unlocked, but ob-
structed by the body of the man who

friend. He lay dead at my feet, a re-
volver upon the floor beside him.
1 learned subsequently that bhe had

had been found wanderiug In the

home he had recovered and bad lnsist-
od upon gelng on mlone.

By no exercise of lugenulty or pa-
tlence or use of such Influence as 1

to involve Stendball In any criming.
rnmasasntind for this.afair. The secpyts
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not, but & strange survival of loyalty | ¥
to this traltor swept over me, and [ ran | ¢

the vehlicle, and at last it stopped be-| ¥
1 ran up to it and |
wrenched opeh the door. The coach.|¥
motlonless, paylng no attention to mwe. |
I had been

ball's, and upon & chance I went to| X
the house In which my partner had his | g

I went to his apartment and | »
knocked, nnd be answered In a hoarse | C

“l must see | C

for so many yoears 1 bad called my|g

recelved a blow upon the head, doubt-| @
less In Stendhall’'s house, and that he|’

streats not far away. While belog led | §g

could command have 1 ever been abje | 8

to the roadsiead at Eureka he could see
the bar breaking heavily, but that s
the usual state of offairs in rough
wenther, He did not feel that he was
imperiling his ship by trying a pus-
smge. Just o« the remcel made

erosaing, e sald, & wave struck them
that wrecked tie rudder. He consider-
od bhe had more of a chance at sea than

of his
yond my own evidence ns to Ham-
mond's entry by the private way )
could offer nothing. That did not prove
the mauner of the assault apon hiw.
Btendball found that be bad tak-

2 worthless document from Ham
mond he offered a satisfuctory settis
ment of the Desborough suit, and wirs

facts about Hammond found thelr way |y the rough water near shore and buck- o .
est dope-'l cannot .gv:' :l:m specialists in :.ﬁ'.um li:‘:
pleasure of supposiag. but I know upon Remarkable Cure. you are thinking of sttending business
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forged contract cut him to the marrow. | T was afflicted with scintica,” writes
B, €. Nud, Towaville, Sedgwick Co,!  Behnke-Walker
Kan.. going sbout on crutahes and wif- Busineess College
fering a deal of pain. I was induced | Stearns Bullding, Portland, Oregenm,
to try Ballard's Snow Liniment, which | Send for illustrated catalogue. Free.

CAPTAIN EXAMINED

Tells How Accident to the Steamer Roa-
noke Occurred,

Ban Franeiseo, Dee. 12.—Captain Dun-
ham and other officers of the steamer
Roancke who were Imeprilled by an ac-
cident on the Eureka bar November 27,
came before Captain’s Bolles and Bul-
ger today to explain the aceident. Dun-
ham said when he neared the entrance
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CHINA WARE

CUPS AND SAUCERS,
CHOCOLATE SETS.
SALAD SETS.
TEA SETS.
FANCY TEA POTS.

ALL APPROPRIATE
CHRISTMAS GIFTS.

relioved me, |

I used three 50c bottles. It i the
greatest liniment [ ever used; have
recommended it to & number of persons;
all express themselves as being benefit-
d by it. I new walk without erutches,
able to perform a great deal of light
lbor on the farm” 26e, 50c and $1.00.

Eating Carelessly

ently causes stomach troubles, but carelul eating will never
them. Wbeamrﬂonachuou!olwndmon,nm

tlut no food can '?ply It muu be thoroughly cleansed,
and strengthenéd. Food never does

Yokohama Bazar

BEECHAM’S PILLS

greatest stomach medicine human skill ever compounded.

Accordion, Snnburst -
land Knife Pleaﬁnq

To Order

No Hot Irons, No Burning of Gooda.

Miss O. Gould

Dont u:mpt to cure your stomach by dieting. You will half
starve and get little benefit. Give Beecham's Pills a chance and yow
will again w the pleasures of a sound digestion. Appetite will
return and the stomach again work without any discomfort. The skin
will clear, the face ﬂmp out, while people will remark “How well
you're looking.” arc facts, not fancics.

Seld Everywhore in Boxse

Sherman Transter Co

HENRY SHERMAN, Manager

Hacks, Carriages— Baggage Checked and Transferred—Trucks and Fur
niture Wagons— Pianos Moved, Boxed and Shipped.

433 Commercial Street Phone Main 12}
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We Want to Talk to You

ABOUT BOOK BINDING

We do it in Al the Latest and
Best Styles of the Art. . ..

A

We take your Old Magazines that you
have piled away on your shelves and make
Handsome Books of thcm fit to grace any

library,

We take your old worn out books with
the covers torn off, rebind them and return
to you good as any new book.

Let us figure with you on fixing up your
Library.
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Dellinger Co.
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