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THE LINER'S PURSER,

|
; o, wo mueh?" anked the man with the

* fndieate that the purser is a man of

\
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a biatup @ that entertalnraent or In
the pians for that entertalutmient which
made plenty of wnall talk nod no moafl
| Amount of largd tulk, for the matter of
that. The captaln sent for the purser,
who already knew more aboul the st
uation than the manster did, explalned
the situation and then procesded to the
bridge, n tacit suggestion that he was
pald to run the ship and not to settle
fool contretemps betweon fool women.
| In other words, It was the purser's
This Offioer Must Absolutely Possess Move In this game of emotional chess,
Taot and e All Things to All Men,| The purser moved. He went to the
A Purser's Bkiliful Play With Twe Duriesque favorite aud dictated a letter
Antagenistio Opera Queens. Which sbe between sobw of rage wrots,
Then the purser borrowed from the
In the smoking room of u great trans- | conservatory & bouquet of the mont
atlantic lper which arrived In° New | beautiful flowers he could plek and
York recently, atter a trip wade In not | sent them, together with the note, to
far from record time, couversation | the room of the operatle queon. The
awong ose who were not at cards purser has this pote now, As nearly
turned to the purser of the vessel, who as the writer romembers it rends some-
by his courteous bearing, bla well cl'-1 thing ns follows:
dored energy and alr of wavolr falre uy Adorable and Gifted Mre. M.~It 1o
genorally had attracted frow the Pas: | not for me to assume the place of honor
songers an unusunl degrea of Attention, | on the pragramme tomorrow night when
Tho talk, bega nbout bulf an hour be. | Wbon ""‘w’f‘:"‘;:'ml“'j‘m;f L.
fore It was time for the lights to.go out, L '

| love! Avcept my request Lo appear whers
The wan with the pipe had observed | ever on the programme may pleass your

His Diffioult Role on a Transat.
lantio Steamship,

DIPLOMAT AND SAILOR TOO

that the officer's uctivity wun simplat: | fancy! Pecouvl! Gesundhelt! Prosit [or
od. The man witting next, the head of | g . L A ]

a brokernge firn, smoking the most ex- |
peasive partegn to be had o the cane Of course the celobrated protagonist

near the door, bell differently. It short. #f heavy opera nccepted the Gowers,
ly came 0 & “showdown,” to fall into, #e8t ber love, her thanks, her es
smoklug room vernacular, | teomn, and Askod--nay, begged—-that she
“Wall, It you say so. What*does he e allowed to relinquish the honor
cast at.-her feet. The burlesque gueen,
plpe. need It be sald, appeared In the place
The smoker started to toll him, He |t Which the programme assigned ber.
begnn perhaps twenty minutes before. This man, as will appear, Is no slouch
closiug time, and when one after l.ll-[ of u purer,
oLier the eleetrls lights faded and died |  Pursers are born, not made. They are
he wne uot half through. This sbould | selected by stemmship companies with
special eyo to the duties they are called
upon to perform. A large line, such as
wibe North German Lloyd llne, for In-
stance, or the Hamburg line, selects n
man for the position and puts him o
work In the purser's department with
| the title Junlor assistant purser, Above
! bim there In the ansistant purser, who
is In llme as soon as vacancy shall oc-

some lmportunce aboard ship, and
those who so read It will not drift far
from 4 truo course, He is an Impor-
tunt man—io bls way the most impor-
tant ln the employ of the steamship
company

Even ashore nnd In some other voca
tion the purser would be a striking
personality, No doubt In a way his| our for the office of purser on one of
oftice makes him what be (s, but at the the humbler ships of the line. No man
same time he had to be of the stuff of I8 ever promoted from the sssistant
which pursers nrs made before he ever Pursership of a large vessel to be head
saw 3 steamslilp. This mny be rond 1o ©f department on the same vessel. Ho
mean that Instinetively he mwust be a 8008 10 noy of the smaller craft, from
good fellow, Ob, nasuredly be must be| Which a purser has been elevated to Al

every lnch of that, He must have u
bandahnke and smlle as magnetic an
were Presldent McKinley's. He must
tell m good story well and lsten to a
bad one with langhter. At the same
thme 1u bis wental nnd physical squip-
ment be wust be epgdowed with a npot
fnslgnificant alloy of fron, nuil he must
stand fArm o emergency and frown
and swedr with fucility equal to that
which bhe evivees In slapping 4 man
®pon the back or In touching the
springs of mirth,

He sbould bo and 1s all things to all
men. He Is sympathetic as well s
hale and heardy and well met. He has
a bead for ggures, which could not be
otherwise, sipee Le s the company’'s
financial man aflont, He pays all sal-
arien; ho cares for the money and val
uables of pasdengers, which, of course,
necessltates honesty of & sterling sort;
he pays for all supplies; he knows all
about the cargo and all about the pas-
sengers, A purser who forgets the
face of o man who has salled on his
craft once before Is of little value to
his employers, When Congressman
Jones goes unbroad for his summer va-
catlon, be proceeds forthwith to the
purser's office, a smile Hluminivg bin
face and seasoned hand outstretehed.

“Why, how do you do, Congressman
Jones?" This In what he gets,

Do you suppose that this representa
tive of the people will ever afterward
#nll for Europe with any other purser,
on any other vessel or line? Not so
long as pride lurks within the bosom
of mankind,

The purser In this respect must be
the equal of a Lotel clork, and every
one knows how utterly lnept the man
who stands at the gateway of a
gllded hostelry would~be without his
memory for faces and names. Not
alone that, but besides belng a man of
rosources and abllity and a genlal wit
the purser must possess in eminent
dogree that God glven , qualification,
thnt subtle yet luminous estate of moy
nl and mental egnipolse, which men
cnll tact—curlosn felleitas, If an old
patron of the llpe tuds feult because
thie staterocm in which he usually
travels hons been tnken by some oue
else n month before, It {8 the purser
who must apply soothlug verbal em-
broentlon und make clear the faet that
the former statoroom compares In no
way with the present apartment,

Complalnts as to food come to the
purser through the chlef stewnard for
final adjuodiention, and If In the gulley
there are signs of dlssatisfactlon or
unrest he must enter the realm of pots
and pans and argue with the two as.
Illsl:lmt cooks, It may be, untll they
Abake hands or dt least promise not
to allow thelr personal jenlousles to n-
terfere with thelr eulinary duties until
they rench port.

They do tell a story of a purser who,
in arranging for the nsual Wednesday
night entertalnment, offended two
prima donnns--one a queen of Wag:
morlan and the other an empress of

light opera—by assigning the pripcipal |

place on the prégrimme to the pride
of English burlesque, It may have

been that the purser, bolng a Britisher,

wins swayed by patrlotic emotlon to
such a degree as to vell the pecessity
of handling n problems manifestly dell-
ente with the ubdgl "Machlavelllnn
adroltness of his ernfy. At nll events,
the mistake soon became apparent,

/ The exponent of Wagnor sulked lu

her eabin, colning delletons Teutonle
‘swoar words, Some one taking her
plde, sald something In the presence
of the Englisli beauty, and there was

the vacancy on the larger vessel,
A purser on one of the great German
| boats Is n man to reckon with and a
| constant delight to the wsoul. He
" knoww the pame of every wealthy
oceln voyager of whatever uationality,
{ and when Ip the mood he can stand lu
bis office and retall delightfyl bits of
 apecdote and fAashing characterization
of those who fgure prominantly on the
pussenger lst,
“Jonea! Who iss Joues?' he will ex-
elulm repronchifully to an loguisitive
| newsgntherer. “Vell, he lss der white-
wash king of Bouth Dakota. Bo."
Pursers have full charge of the ship
accouuts,. They pay the salaries of
somwe 700 men, and at the same time
it In the purser who must vise the per
sonal and baggage declarations of pas.

the end that when the customs officers
come uboard the passengers will “go
through" without trouble or annoy-
ance, He Is also responsible for the
cargo, He It s that éhecks the mani-
fests nnd slgus them, which signature
Is taken to mean that the vessel has
in her hold just what the company
coutracted for aud nothing more. He
Is held responsible for the proper con-
dition, In faci, of every paper pertaln-
Ing to the ship, which Is a task worth
the full time of any ordlnary man. An
officer of a great line In speaking of
the purser aud hisduties sald that he
would advise no young man to encour-
age purder ambition unless he loved
work, constant and arduous,

On the othoer haud, pursers have more
fun on shipbeard than any other officer,
Thelr dutlea bring them In close con:

tact with passengers, and many frm |

friendabips are thus formed. One of
the most popular was an Englishman
who, strange to say, was attached to
the French line, e could speak
French, of course, nx well ns he could
English and carrled of affalrs with
Gallle tact and facllity.
Joylng the frults of u successful lfe
saving Invention.
the White Star line was so popnlar
that his friends urged him to come
ashore and start a fashlonnble restan
rant In this city. He ylelded to the
tewmptation, but the result was not all
that could have been hoped for.

Bo far as running a shlp is concerned,
a pursér 1s absolutaly lost. Hut be
knows the management of small boats,
and in time of accldent he has charge
of one.—New York Post. 0
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Dnn'f Complain,

able to sleep because of a cough.
Buy & bottle of Ballard’s 'Hoarhound
Syrup, and you won't have any cough.
Get a bottle now and . that cough
wwon't 1ast long. A oure for all pul-
monary diseases, MrMs. J—, Galves-
ton, Texas, writes: “T can't may
enough for Ballard’s Hoarhound Byr-
up. The rellef it has given me Is all
that It Is necessary for me to say."
For sale at Hart's drug store,

The Comfortable Fortune.
“What ls your ldei of a comfortable
fortune "' asked the ambitlons yvouth.
“One,"” answered the man of experl-
guee, "that 18 big enough to buy you
everything yon want and not big
enough to attraet the attentlon of the
grand jury.”—Washington Btar,

| A Novelty,

Guest—I hear. you are golng to glve
up housekeeping, Host—Bh! Not mo
lond! My wife wanta to have the satis-
taction of dlscharglvg the cook,~Puck,

_ the publie mind the notion that this use

THE DETECTV TORY

Origin and Growth of the Clevgr
Amateur Sleuth.

VOLTAIRE WAS HIS CREATOR.

———

The Great French Writer Introduced
Him to the World of Flotion—~The
Gonlus of Poe and QGaboriau and
Conan Doyle's Bherlock "Holmes.

Most persons who read detectlve
storlen, and most Hterary critios, too,
belleve that this very popular form of
fietion was lnvented by Bdgir Allan
Poe. They polint to his story of “The
Purlolned Letter" as belng the first of
Its kind—the firmt In which Is Intro-
duced the man of keen mind, of close
reasoning and of constrpetive lmagl-
nation, who Is able to plece together
cortaln facts that are known and then
by brilliant deduction to pass from
them to other farts which are not |
known, but the truth of which he Is
nble to establish beyond a doubt,

Poe Wlmself had a wind précisely of
this character—the mind of a mnthe
muflcian, subtle, logical and eapable
of senrching nnalysis, He once gnve a
remurkable 1lustration of what he
could do s an Investigator of myste.
rious erlme. A young shopgirl named
Muary Hogers was found murdered
under elrcumstances which excited
great pablie Interest in New York,
The police were completely bafied,
though they advanced a theory which
Wi plausible In part. Poe, tuking the
facts that were admitted, wove them
luto n.story, the scene of which bo laid
in Parls and which be called “The
Mystery of Marle Roget” Then from
what was known he passed by dedupe-
tive reasoning to what was quite un-
known and worked out a solution to
the puszie which no professional de-
tective had been able to explain.
Years afterward the confession of a
dylng man afforded proof that Poe
was right and that be had reconstruct-
el necurntely the whole serles of
eveuts which led to the death of Mary
Hogern.

This remurkable achievement fixed In

of logle blended with Imagination was

orlginal with Poe. As & matter of fact,

It I8 mlmost certain that Poe, who was

deeply versed In French lternature, got |
the suggestion of the method from |
reading certaln passages in the orl-
entul tale called “Zodig"” by Voltalre,
In this book a young man Is questioned |
fng to whether he had seen o stray dog
and horse that might have passed him
on his Jounrney, In reply be deseribes
very accurately the pecullarities of
both, though he had not seen them,
He hiad dedoced his knowladge from
observing certaln indications along
the way~the nature of the footprints |
And wany other signs which the ordi- |

| nary person would elther not have no-

| tleed or would have been too dull to
sengers, clearing up cloudy polots 0| o opye

tHe s now en- |

Aunother purser' in |

| mdebtedness to Poa.

Ilem which they are made to solve.
It your chest palns and you are un- |

Here s really the germ
of the couception which I'oe so bril-
llantly elaborated in the story of “The
Purloined Letter,” where we flnd ex-
hibited the striking contrnst betweon
the worklng of n usual mind and the
achlevements of a mind of exceptional
power and training.

Poe's central figure, the amateur de-
tective, was afterward caught up and |
claborated with great effect by several
French writers, of whom the chief wns
Emlle Gaborlau. Gaborian gave the
worlll the character of M. Lecoq In the
remerkable novel of that name. Lecog
I8 a professlonal detective, but ap-
pears In that book as & novice, lnexpe-
rienced, but full of Intelligence and en-
thuslusm and obliged to work out his
clews against the secret opposition of
his officlal chief, Gevrot, who is jeal-
ous of the young detective. In the
background s the Interesting figure
of the real amateur detective, old Fa-
ther Tireau-Clalr (“Bring-to-light"), a
retired tradesman who studles crime
from sheer love of the lutellectual puz-
ale which it affords him and whith he
solves by purely sclentific deduction,

Sir Conan Doyle in creating Sherlock I
Holmes openly ncknowledged his great |
Like Poe's hero,
Holmes works apart from the official
pollee and is consulted by them when
they are wholly at a loss, Many of
the Incldents In the Holmes eyvele of
atorles were suggested by the Inven-
tlons of Poe. Yet It {s only falr to say
that Doyle has gone one atep furﬂwr!
than his master., Poe's characters are
abstructions, They arve like chessmen
on the baard and excite Interest only
because of the complexity of the prob-

Doyle's characters, on the other hand,
are drawn with sympathy and a
shrewd Insight Into human nature.
They entertaln us by their whims and
Individual tralts no less than by the
adventures through which they pass.
Thus Holmes' addiction to the cocilne
habit, his trick of smoking great quan-
titles of shag tobacco when thinking
out a prohlem, his disllke of women,
his gkill a8 a boxer—in fact, a score of
tralts all give him individoality and
make us think of him as a fasclnating
character quite apart from his powera
a8 f deductive reasoner. And it is so
with the minor personages s well—
Watson, the somewhat obtuse chron-
loler of the adventures; Lestrade fnd
Gregson of the officinl  police and
Morlarty, the arch eriminal,

But, boweven brilllant Poe may have
hoen, or however lngenlously Gaborlaw
miy Have apun tungled plots, or lipw.
ever ably Conun Doyle may have glven
life and reality to the centeal figure of
hig stotles, they a#l derlve thelr lo-

gpiratign, whether gonsclously or not,

from the clever tale fold by the fa-
motis Frenchman before Poe saw the
Nght.—~8ernp Book,

—

A Trumpeter's Courage,
During n French enmpaign In Afries

llll.un;v brave doeds were done, but none

braver perhaps than Trumpeter Bscof-
fler's rescue of his captain. The Aribs
were pressing the cavalry of Captaln
De Cott, and everything was In con-
fusion, when De Cott's horso was kill-
od under him nnd the eapture of the
officer and the whole company seemod
Inevitable, At that moment the trum-
peter of the company leaped from his
horse and gave It to De Cott, saying:
“Take him. Your Iife |y necessary,
Mine Is useless, You enn rally the
men, It does not matter about my
nock” De Cott mounted the horse,
rallied the company and continued the
fight. Trumpeter Escoffier was taken
prisoner, but the Araby, who adore
courage, had witnessed the scene and,
appreciating the nobility of the man,
treated blm with generoalty, His
trumpet was o source of great enter-
talnment to his eaptors, who used of-
ten to make him give the slgonls of
the varfous military movements, One
dny Ewcoffier guve the whole reper-
tory with great gusto, finlshing up by
blowing the summons for a charge
with an extended flourish,

“What was that? ssked the Arab
chilef. '

“Ab,” snild Escoflier, “you will hear
that soon, I hope. That Is the signal
for a charge!”

—

A Rare Vegetable,

1n ehoving bis ground the truffer is
guilded by the time of year, the charac-
ter of the soll and his ®wn judgment
and experience, says u London journal,
On familiar beats he knows exactly
where to go, und In & strange country
{4 gulded by certain general principles,
Where fern and bracken grow, where
furge Is plentiful, where fhere are
reeds and rushes, wherever the land Is
molst and sour, It I8 hopeless to expect
trufos. They love a light soil and yet
pever attain any slze or perfection on
& poir one, By far the greatest quanti-
ty are obtalned under the shadow of
beech trees, but very flne specimens
are often found under the cedar, espe
clally In avennes and grounds where
the land has beea well trenched. The
lime Is another good tree for them, and
#0 is the evergreen oak, In France the
oak Is thelr favorite tree. Early In the
season—that is to say, In September
and October—quantities are to be ol
tained on the roadsides (sometimes [n
ground so hard It would need a plckax
to open 1t), on rallway embankments
and on the outsldes of copses and eov-
ers. Later, when leaves have fallen
and the sun s able to penetrate glade
and thicket, the inslde beds are most
productive. They do not come under
very youug trees and disappear entire
ly from old woods.

-

Sarcasm In the Jary,

The second duy drew to Its close
with the twelfth juryman still uncon-
vinced.

“Well, gentlemen,” sald the court of-
ficer, entering quletly, “shall I, as
osual, order twelve dinners?”

“Make It,”” saild the foreman, “eleven
dinners and a bale of hay."—New York
Press.

Every Man His Own Boas.
“When did Henpeque get a divorce?”
“Why, he lsn't divorced. What made

you think so?"

“Well, he was talking about the un-
alloyed satisfaction at his time of life
of belug his own boss,"—Judge,

Plles are dangerous, but do not sub-
mit to an operation untll you have
first tried Man Zanthe Great Plle Rem-
edy. It ls put up In collapisible tubes
with a noszle that allows it to be ap-
plied oxactly whers [t is needed. If
you have {itching, bleeding, or pro-
truding plles and Man Zanthe loes not
relleve, money refunded. Soothes and
cools. Relleves at once. Frank Hart's
Drug Btore.

Rheumatic Pains Removed.

B, ¥, Crocker, Esq, now §4 years of
age, and for twenty yeoars Justice of
the Peace at Martinsburg, lowa, says:
‘I am terribly afficted with sclatle
rheumatiem in iny left arm and right
hip. 1 have used three bottles of
Chamberlala's Pain Balm and it did
me lots of good" For sale by Frank
Hart and leading druggists.

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.
The Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the

Blgnature of
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FREE!

)

WE GUARANTEE TO SELL

MILLINERY

{ Lower in price, higher in quality and style, than can
- be purchased elsewhere in Astoria.

FREE !

With every hat purchased any one of the beautiful
gold mounted back combs in our window
exhibit at 483 Bond Street, oppo-
site First National Bank.

Our styles are absolutely exclusive and of
the latest patterns.

i ——————————————— i

GEORGIA PENNINGTON

483 Bond Street.

APPEARANCES

-

ten strike.

Often a person is sized up by his appear-
‘ance; by the tone that surrounds him. And
more often a business house is sized up by
the stationary it uses.
head or a8 poor bill head gives a mighty

poor first impression and makes business'
harder to transact. Good printing costs no"
more than poor printing.
pression is half the battle in business.
You wouldn’t employ a “‘sloppy” sales-
man; why put up with “sloppy.” station-
ery, that gives a wrong impression of the
importance of your business. Let us do
your printing and help you to make that

A cheap letter

MThe first im-

The J.S. DellingerCo.

ASTORIA, OREGON

¥

STEEL @ EWART

ELECTRICAL
CONTRACTORS

In Business for!Business and Your Satisfaction.

- We make it our aim to do first class work at
reasonable prices.

222 Twelfth Street.

N exlt to the Astoria Theatre,

H. B, PARKER,
~ Proprister,

PARKER HOUSE

EUROPEAN PLAN.

Manager.

First Clasa in -Every Respest.
Frea Coach to the Housa.
Bar and Billlard Room,

Astorla,

H P. PARKER, :




