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PRIMARIES VS. STAR-CHAMBER.
In defnult of special knowledge as to

how the powers that be, in Oregon, in-
tend to provide for the election of dele-
gates to the State Republican coaven-
tion next vear, which, in tura, will
name the Natioval delegates, the Morn-
ing Astorian here and now goes on
record as distinetly and everlastingly in
favor of leaving this important matter
in the hands of the people at the direct
primaries, and casting aside, ones and
forever, the ullerior and umsatisfactory
system of caucus and party-primdiries
all down the line.

If the direct 'primaries are good
enough and feasible enough for the
paming of our officers, big and little,
then they are ample for the choosing
of the men who shall be sent to the
Btate convention and besides, the work
will be immensely simplified as to scope
and cost and trouble, and yield identi.
cally the same result, which will have
the merit of popular selection, mimus
the ambiguity and bad odor sttaching
to the worn-out and diseredited practice
of the old regime.

Anything that savors of manipulation
is in disfavor these days, and the people
are not disposed to put up with very
much of it, ‘especially in cases where
fixed expedients are providel by law
that serves the whole people at once and
alike and at & cost absorbed by the en-
tire body-politic, Every phase of politi-
eal action that, to any degree, is re-
lieved of iJubious methods, and which
Jessens' the chance for interested indi-
vidusl manipulation is to be encouraged,
and the Republicans of Clatsop, so far
as we can ascertain, held to these doe-
trines and to this method of selecting
and appointing their party delegutes,
mather than to the cumbrous, costly and
cireuitous rule that used to prevail,

We would like very much to hear
from Btate Chairman Westgate in this
behalf, and without very much delay,
8t that.

e ———

LAW, OR NO LAW?
—

The action of the District Attomey in
providing for the dismissal of two cer-
tain eriminal cases in the Circuit Court
yesterday, that by every rational esti-
mate, were entitled to the most rigid
and profound serutiny, has left a bad
taste in the mouth of Astoria, and set
afoot the doubt that we are to have, dur-
ing the balance of his term, any radical
exemplification of the criminal code in
this County of Clatsop. One was a case
of robbery; the other a case of contri-
buting to the Uelinquency of a minor,
which in this particular instancs, in-
volved the death of & young girl almost
momentarily with her removal from a
dance hall bere, to the hospital. And
the notable phase of the remarkable
and unaccountable legal leniency was
that the Distrit Attorney deputized
his assistant to enter court and do the
trick in these two grave cases, rather
than o it himsell. They were, far and
sway, the two most important cases be-
fore this tribunal and both went off the
docket upon very fragile hypothesis, to
say the least of it; albeit, the county
had gone to the usual range of cost for
the retention and produnction of the
necessary witnesses and testimony.

If this 15 to be the outcome of crim-
inal procedure heresbout, the sooner the
Grand Jury is put into service again,
and kept there, the bettep it will be, not
anly for the public at large and the
cause of justice, but for the present in-
cumbent of the very important office of
prosecuting attomey and those serving
under him. Putling on one lid anl tak-
ing off another, and worse, is neither
ereditable nor serviceable,

—————

PAY THE SCALE!

The City of Astoria, or rather, School
District No. 1, of Clatsop County, has
elyays been comfortably famous for the

high quality of the teaching-stafl that
has had charge of its schools, and the
last term was peculiarly noticeable in
this rflation. Now we ave confronted
with the very disagrecable fact that a
number of our long-proven-best teachers
are accopting calls to Portland, and else-
where, on the sole hypothesis that they
geb better pay.

This should not b permitted. Astorin
taxpayers are quite as anxiouns that their
children should have the best advantage
that ordinar® outlay in money ean pro-
cure, and the top-soale in teachers' com:
pensation should be paid to the whole
stafl according to grade and certificate.
It i3 an injustice to the children as well
as to the accomplished men and women
who teach them, (0 mince wage-matters,
If other communities ean afford to pay
then the requisite salamies, we, in jpstice
to the high standard of our schools and
the patent benelit to our children, can
afford to do that identical thing, It
does no city good to have its best reach-
ers lured away from service on such
grounds, and the =ooner it coases, as
far as Astorin is concerned, the better.

There are standards of serviee and
standands of compensation, the world
over, and in such an important civie re-
lation as thi%, it were best to demand
the best of one and grant the best of
the other, To do less is weakening to
the most essentia] system of public ad-
ministration with which we have to
deal; one that canmot afford to be
cheapensd at any point of its coffice or
performance.

—_—
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Switzerland has just celebrated the
600th anniversary of its independence,
It would be a daring flight of the im-
agination that counld deal with the
United States on its 000th Fourth of
July,

—_—
The chief of practieal operations at
Panama wants authority to go aheal
with the big Gatun dam. It is reas.
suring to hear that the United States
engineers see no serious difficulty in its
construction,
. —_—
Michigan is looking into plans 10 re-
forest itsell, If the state had applied
the principles of forestry long ago it
would be immensely better off, and not
driven to make a rear guard fight to
save its remaining timber resources.

——
Russia is talking of a third Duma.
As soon as o Duma begins to get in-
teresting the czar sends it home, and
orders another. The little father will
take the next step in constitutional gov-
ernment as soon as he can find & sample
that suits.
— .

New Haven has a mayor who pro-
poses to call out a battery with fifty
rounds of ammunition to produce rain.
Fortunately for those who want a rea-
sonably quiet time the experiments in
bombarding the clouds have been a
failure,

——
William 8. Taylor doubts if he woull
be given a fair tria]l in a state that
refused to allow him to serve as gover-
nor, though he received a majority of
the yotes, Mr, Taylor wus bom in Ken-
tucky, but has had extremely poor luck
in getting a fair deal there,
—— e
CUTTING ELECTRIC LIGHT BILLS.

The ineandescent electria Lamp is one
of the most commonly known and sim-
plest household devices with which we
kave to deal, writes George R. Mot-
calfe in Technical World Magnzine for
October The lamp in genemal use is
labled Eixteen eandle power and the
avernga user of these limps is gener-
ally contented with the mere knowl-
edge of how to turn his light on or off.
He will undoubtedly grumble at times
aL the amount of his monthly bill for
lighting, and will often be inconven-
ienced by the dimness of some of his
lamps, but the defliciency in light is
made good by turning on another lamp,
and the monthly bill is still further in-
creased. It would probably never occur
{0 him that it would be an actual econo-
my in dollars and cents to throw away
his old lamps and provide new ones
at his own expense, and yet such is the
case,

The “smashing point" cannot be accu-
rately determined for any lamp without
rather exhaustive tests, but in general
il would not be neoessary to determine
ita acouracy, A variation of ome or two
candle power would hardly be peroept-
ible under ordinary conditions, It is
only when the lamp falls off three or
four candle power that its dimness be-
comes appreciable, and it is a safe rule
to follow, end it will prove more econo-
mieal, to buy a new lamp rather than
birn an old one after its dimunition in
candle powen becomes motiesble. By
this is meant that it will he more eco-
nomical for the amount of light ob-
tained, because as the lamps fall off in
candle power, mora lamps must be burn-
e! to oblain the original eamount of
light. II the reduced quantity of lght
from the old lamps is sufficient, as, for
example, in halle or closets, it would
£Ull be cheaper to throw out the old
lamips and replace them with new omes

of smaller caudle power,

ANOTHER WESTERN
PORT

C00S BAY TOWN STEALS ASTORIA
THUNDER AS TO BEING TRANS.
CONTINENTAL TERMINUS FOR
WESTERN STATES AND SEAPORT
OF UNIVERSE.

MARSHFIELD, Or., Sept, 10.—If aus-
one had doubts about Congressman W,
U, Hawley belug in line with the devel-
opment of Coos Bay, and the resultant
benefit that will aeerue to all the coun-
try east in the Cops Bay rzone, his ad-
dress last night bhfore the Marshield
Chamber of Commerce ghould wispel
such misgivings, says the Times, He
wits introduged to the publie by Dr, J,
T, MeCormae, president of the Chamber
of Commerve at 9 o'clock last night and
held the undivided attention of his au-
dience for nearly an hour and a half,
Though there were other attractions in
the city, every seat in the Chamber of
Commeroe hall was occupied and people
stood on the outside, .

The Congressmuan is working along the
same line that hae been inangurat:d by
the Chamber of Commerce in endeavor-
ing to concentrate the efforts of all
concerned in the builling of a road irom
Wyoming or some middle eastern point
through ecastern and Southern Oregon

to a Pucifie Coast terminus on  Coos
Bay,
This port, said the Congressman,

should be a travs-continental, inter-
ocennip port, forming a direct outlet
for Eastern Oregon, Southern Oregon,
and in his julgment preseated an oppor-
tunity for the Willamette Valley to
plow a way through to a direct seaport.
Mr. Hawley pointed out that not only
Oregon, but Southern Idaho, Wyoming,
Utah and Colorado, would be served by
such a roud, giving all the immense tor-
ritory referred to the shortest route and
best gmde to deep water Even if Coos
County should not contain an acre of
arable land instead of its timber, min-
eral, agricultural and horticultural
wealth, the speaker stated, the building
of u road from this port lireet to the
east across the Cascade mountains, s
justified. The Congressman's position on
a trans-continental railroad with Coos
Bay for its western terminus, is in har-
mony with the work of the Chambir of
Commerce, which a month ago opened
up a correspondence with papers and
commercial clubs from the coast to
Wyoming, with the purpsse of concen-
trating efforts to this end.

THE FAMILY AUTOCRAT,
When from the seashore she returns,
Belinda will display
The cruel sun's relentiess burns
In a pontented way.
Her freckles all disfiguring
Will be possessions dear;
And photographs with her she's bring
Of friends in costumes queer,
JFhat sunburn was, alas, no joke;
She almost wept with pain,
And father’s very nearly broke
From the flnanecial strain.
But who shal] murmur and be sad
O'er time and money lost;
if it has made Belinda glad,
The trip's worth all it cost,
—Washington Star.

NOISIEST WHISTLE IN THE WORLD.

If a voice from Bedlam like a triple
blast of a monster siren, rendering dumb
ali the little noises, yeolps toots, and
whines of smaller mechatical throats,
should suddenly pierce a traveler's ears,
it is very likely hie would cover them
and wonder what bail braken loose, A
hundred chanees to one, when the roar-
ing biast hnd ceased, he would seek
the cause of the uproar to register his
denunciation of the ginnt whistle trust,
# noise combine, that has throttled all
the smaller whistles in a radius of
twenty miles. I

Eut if he sought a resident of Bast
Bt.. Louls—the busy 8t, Louis suburb
acrosy the Mississippi—and necessarily
a victim of the nerve-racking and dis-
cordant, blasts proceeding from the man-
ufacturies, he would be told that the
seemingly terrible, three-mouthed mon-
ster is a blessing in disguise to the
00,000 people living within the range
of its deep, pemetrating blasts, With

writés o deseription of the noisiest whis-
Lle in the world in the Technioal World
for October,

DOGS DIGNIFIED IN PRAIS.

In Paris dogs—at least some dogs—
are treated as well as human beings.
They wear automobile togs when they
go motoring, they have a hospital and
they even have a good-sized cemetory,
with monuments and headstones and
inscriptions and morturary wreaths,

An Insidious Danger

One of the worst features of kidney
trouble is that it is an insidious dis-
ease and before the victim realizes his
dangér he may have a fatal malauly.
Take Foley Kidney Cure at the first
sign of trouble as it corrects irregulari.
ties and prevents Bright's Dissase and

dialetes. T. F. Laurin, Owl Drug Store,
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LONDON, ENGLAND,

A STEADY DRAIN,

Make You I, Languid and |
Depressed. !
— ]

Sick kidneys weaken the body through
the continual drainage of life-giving
albumen from the blood into the vrine, |
and the substitution of polsonous wrie|
acid that goes broadeast through the |
system, sowing the geeds of disease,
Loss of alhumen causes weakness, lan- |
guor, depression. Urle poisoning r.'llllﬂ,!
rhenmatie  pain,  nervousness, nausea, |
ericks in the back, gravel aud kidney
stones, The proper treatment Is a kid- |
ney treatment, and the best remedy ia|
Doin's Kidney Pills,

N. 8 Williams, carpenter, of 200 Lib-
eriy street, Salem, Or, says: “A num.
ber of years ago the doetors toll me my
Kidneys were in bad shape I eame west
on account of the trouble, thinking the
change of climate would help me but
nothing 1 Jid gave me relief in splte of
the use of remedies and medical treat.
ment,  Om procuring Doan’s  Kidney
Pills T found them the best medicine |
ever used, At the time I got them, 1
was suffering from au intense burning
sensation as if two lve coals were ]-!Jlr- |
ed tIi!’"\I|_~. OVer iy Li-[ﬂt"\'-_ The secre-
tions from the kidneys were the volor of
strong black eoee and of o bad odor.
After using two hoxes of Doan's Kidney
Pills T did not have the lesst pain in
my back or trouble with the kidneys, 1
give all the credit for this to your valu
able remedy.” ' |

f’fl'nl_\' more proof life this from As- |
torip people.  Call at Chas. Rogers drug
store anmd ask what his customers re
port.

For sale by all denlerss, Price 50
cents, Foster-Milburn Co., Baffalo, New
York, sole agente for the United States,

Remember the name — Doan's — uni)
take no pther,

INCREASE OF SETTLERS.

Records Show that Colonists Are Flock.
ing to the State, i

SAN FRANCISCO, Sept, 10—Hory |
much more numerous are the colonists
cnming into California this fall than last
fall is evidenced by the records com- |
plied by the passenger department of
the Southern Pacifle, covering the first
eleven days of September, During the

colonists entered Californin by the Og-
dep, the El Paso, the Los Angeles and
the Portland gatewnys of traffie, or |||
general average of 646 persons a day.
During the same period last fall a total
of 2734 colonists came, or an nverage
or 248 o dny, This record on the flrst
oleven days of September shaws the sur-
prising increnss of 110 per cent over
Inst year's movoment of prospsctive set-
tlers into California,

INDIAN IRRIGATION.

Inlin hns 4,835,047 acres of frrigated
land in Punjab, an ineresse of 453,661
acre: in one year, The crops are mainly
wient, sugar came, grain and winter

—_—

MUST HAVE MORE AUTHORITY.

Sick Kidneys Weaken the Whole Body— ' State Department Finds Central Ameri-

cansg Unable to Negotiate.

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10.—An infor-
mal conference on the Central Amerfcan
situation at the State Department to-
day developed the fact that only one of
the Central Ameriean diplomats af
Washington, Senor Mojla, of Salvador,
has been clothed with proper authority
by his government to proceed with the
mwaking of arrangements for the pro-
poseil peace conference. All of the dip-
lomats Interested In the matter with
the exception of Senor Ugarte, of Hon.
duras, saw A. A Adee, peting secretary
this maming and discussed the matter
with ki mamt with Benor Godoy, the
charge of the Mexican embassy,

The result of the meeting today was
that the State Department will ask the
other goveruments of Central America
lo give plonary powers to the repre-
sentatives here to procced with the de-
tails for the fortheoming conference, na
time, place and method of conducting
the negotintions. It is expected that re-
sponses will be received by Monlay,
when another mecting will be hell to
diseuss the subject,

e ——————

A Lesson in Health

Healthy kidneys filter the impurities
from the blood ,and unless they do this
good health is imposaible. Foley's Kil-
ney Curo makes sound kidneys and will
positively cure all forms of kidney and
bindder disense. It strengthens the
whole system.

£F Morning Astorian, 80 cents per
month, delivered by carrier.
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Cured Hay Fover and Summer Cold

A. J. Nusbaum, Batesville, Indiana,
writea: “Last year I suffered for three
months with n summer coll so distross-
ing that it Intarfored with my business,
I had many of the symptoms of hay
fover, and s doctor's prescription did not
reach my case, and I took several medi:
clnes which seemed to only aggravate
my oase, Fortunately I Insisted wupon
having Foley's Honey and Tar in the
yellow package, and it quickly oured me.
My wife has sinco used Foley’s Honey
and Tar with the same success.” T, F.
Laurin, Ow] Drug Store,

“Our
Shoes”

Means Standard of Merit.
Our Service and qur
methods of business are of
the highest excellence as
wellas all of our Footwear

Everything is of thefhighest
except our prices, and they
are always the lowest

Our Specialtiss Are

Loggers and Tdi;g hand made
boots for Fishermen. il

S. A. GIMRE

$43 Bond 8. opposite Flsher Broa

FICTION

New books coming in every day

The Traitor
The Leader

Satan Sanderson

Siomese Cat

Quickening

elever days this year . total of 5903"'-25 each. Reprlnt editions 75¢ Percopy

E. A, HIGGINS CO,,

MUSIO

BOOKS BTATIONERY

See the Window

SC0W BAT IRON

& BRASS WORKS

ABTORIA, OREGON

IRON [AND BRASS FOUNDERS' LAND AND MARINE ENGINEERS

Up-to-Date Baw Mill Machinery)

oil-geeds,

18th and Franklin Ava

Prompt attention glven 1o al, repair work

Tol. Maln 2481,
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