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POLIGE LOOK
FOR MOTIVE

—

Baffled They Seck Reason
For Crime.

——e

WILKINS VERY SILENT

————e

Detectives Identify Prisoner as
Ex-Convict Known as
Bennett.

’ S ———
~

SERVED TIME FOR ASSAULT

While Serving Sentence at San Quentin
or Bennott Was Visited by a
Whom he Soon Married—
Soon Left Him.

E

Woman
Woman

OAKLAND, Cal, Nov. 27.—As the

police probe deeper into the supposed
munder of lils pseudo-wife, whose iden-

tity in still a mystery, by M. A. Wilkins,
in theip little ecottage in Elmburst, the

waome Lragedy develops features that
::: oven Gaboreau could have dreamed
of. Every element surrounding the af-
thiat bas few parallels In the orimi
ness that ha sfew parallels in the crimi.
nal annals of Californin.

Despite the persistent sweating of the
prisoner, but one sthtement bearing on
the death of the woman has beon wrung
from him, and that is that she took her
own life by swallowing strychnine,

He does not offer to explain how or
why a towel was tied around the wom-
an’s mouth or why her cofpse was
burled In quicklime; neither does the
man whom the polloe look upon as an
arch flend explain why he started to dig
the hole which later became the woman's
grave, before she died.

In the performance of this task the
authorities say that Wilkine displayed
unprécedented cold bloodedness, That
he should have plotted the woman's
death and prepared for the covering up
of his crime as he did was flendish
enough, but to compel his prospectve
vietim to assist in digging her own grave
is considerad almost beyand belief,

The motive for the murder, if murler
was done, s snother baMling foature.
Wilkins could not have gaived fnancinl-
ly by the woman's death, ns he was
worse off by ber demise than if she
were alive, as s sbown by his attempt
to have Mrs, L M. Anderson, a neighbor,
pose a8 his wife before s notary public
for the purpose of baving a power of
uttorney recorded in order that he might
soll the cotlage In which he and the dead
womay lived.

One plausible theory ls that he was
tired of the woman and decided to got
eid of her before he would be called
upon to assume an added burden in
the support of the ehild that would
have come in October bhad the woman
lved.

SBAN FRANCISCO, Nov. 27—M, A.
Wiillins, wevused of murder at Oaklanld,
was today identified by Detective Ser-
geant Gibson as J, C. Bennett, formerly
a conviet in the state prisch at San
Quentin,

On February 18, 1800, Bennett, who
then resided at 14 MeAllistor street, in
Lhis city, attacked his wife with a razor
and péarly killed her. Ho was tried and
conyloted of assault with intent to com-
mit murder and sentenced to two years'
imprisonment fn the penitentinry, Soon
after ko was sent to prison his wife
disappeared and the police have no ree-
otds of her whereabouta,

‘While at 8an Quentin serving his sen-
tence Bennett was visited by & woman
who gave the name of Lena Jackson, to
whom he was married soon after his re.
lease, They had not lved together for
more than five months, however, when

she loft him, Sho thén went East and
wan lowt trace of,

According to the polics, Wilkins, or

Bennett, has lived In many states, In
edoh of which he has had trouble with
women,  The prison records bear out
the opinion that the identificaton of the
prisoner as Bonneit ls correct. The de-
talls agree in all particulars, except that
Willing now. welghs more than e
wilght glven to Bennett.
Anovher polnt conaldpred of import
ance ds the fact that when Benneti was
nrrested he guve his gocupation as that
of a marine engineor, as also did Wil-
kins when he waa taken into custody.

FIRST TRAIN THROUGH TUNNEL,

NEW YORK, Nov, 27.~The first train
from New York to Brooklyn through the
tunnel under the East River will be run
today. It fs not expeoted that the road
will be oporated to the publle until
Junuary and the train today which will
carry only officlals and invited guests,
will be merely & test, Ouly one fube
is comploted, and when the road is first
opened to the publio a shuttle service
will be maintained in this tube until
the second one Is completed.

SELL WHITE'S EFFECTS.

—_—

NEW YORK, Nov. 27.—8pirited bid:
Ing marked the day's sale of objects of
art and the curios which belonged to tae
late Standford White. A damascus Car-
pet, 12 feot long by ten wide, brought
the highest price of the day, being bid
in by Edeon Bradley for $4100. Miss,
Elsle De Wolf, who recently left the
slage (o take up intorior decorating, was
& large at the mle as was
David Warflold, the actor. The total
reovipts were §45,008,

CHINESE GOING HOME.

—

VANOOUVER, B, C, Nov, 27.—The
R M. 8. Empress of India which sailsd
at 10 o'clock thisx moming for the Orient
is carrying nearly 900 Chinese back to
engago in”the new year's celebration in
the Celestinl Empire, Of these 460 are
from Vancouver and about 100 from Vie-
toria ave residents of Canada which cs-
tablished a new record for Chinese from
Canndian points on any one steamer,

FATAL EXPLOSION

——

Rooming House Burnsand Many
are Injured.

—_— s

SEVEN BODIES FROM RUINS

———

Explosion of Natural Gas Results in
Holocaust in House Where 2000 Rail-
road Man Were Asleep—Many of the
Inmates Fatally Burned.

KANBAS CITY, Nov. 28.—Fire caused
by an explosion of natural gas in a
rooming house here occupied by 2000
rallroad laborers this morning resulted
in the death and fatal injury to many of
the inmates, Bevey bodies burned be-

yond recoguition bave:been taken from
the ruins, One man was fatally burned
and another fatally injured from jump-
ing from & second story window,

WOULD EXCLUDE CHRIST,

Board Of Education Says Law Prohibits
Sectarian Songs,

NEW YORK, Nov. 27.—What promis-
es to be a strenuous session of the Board
of Bdueation will seour when that body
holds its regular meeting late this after-
noon, More than 50 ministers have de-
olarad. their intemtlon to attend the
meeting for the purpose of protesting
against the recent order of the board
barring all seotarlan songs from the
schools and decvesing that the wond
Christ shull be excluded, even from the
Ohristmas exervises, The board claims
that ite order only carries out the poa-
itive instructions of the law, bub the op-
ponents of the order deny this and
threaten to take the matter into the
conrts unless the board resclnds its

netion.

DAMAGING
TESTIMONY

—

Witnesses Tell of Rational
Conduct.

—_———

BROWN DENIED CHILD

Admitted However He Was Fath-
er of Mrs. Bradley's Two
Children,

—

MRS. BROWN FOUGHT WOMAN

———

Sonsational Testimony of Eye
to Stormy Scene st Pocatello
Testimony Will be Conducted on ¥ri-
day to Which Day Court Adjourned.

Witness
Hotel—

—

WASHINGTON, D C, Nov. 2].—
Throughout the day testimony was
offored in the trial of Mrs. Bradley that
was most damaging to the defendant.
Many witnesses who talked with her
after the shooting and others who at-
tended her while in jail here testified
that mot at any time had they any
doubt as to her sanity and declared
their belief that her conduct was
#ationnl and that her language was
coberent, Severa] witnesses woh talked
with ber in Salt Lake City prior to
the shooting have evidenee similar to
offer, The dramatic feature of the day
was the description by Soren Christen-
sen of Salt Lake City of the emcounter
botween Mrs. Bradley and Mrs. Brown
in o hotel at Pocstello in the sumnier
of 1900. On that occasion Mrs, Brown
discovered Mrs. Bradley in the hotel
with Senator Brown and attackel her
and attempted to choke her and asked
to be allowed to kill her. The cries of
Mrs, Bradley brought the Senator to the
rescue and then the whole party, in-
cluding the witness had an all night
discussion of the difleulty, during which
Brown, turning fiercely upon his wife,
denied he was the iather of her son,
Max, and st the same time admitted he
was the father of Mrs Bradley's two
children. An outburst of denunciation
by M. Brown, of her husband and Mrs.
Rradley, followed, after which the Sena-
tor and the defendant went into another
hotel where they called for drinks,
Archibald  Livingston, the Senator's

stenographer testified be had often told
Mrs. Bradiey a falsehood in order to
quiet her and to uvert trouble for the
Senator or himself, Judge Staflond stop-
pod the trial today lomg enough to dis-
ming from the court room a couple who
had with them o 11-year-old girl, The
testimony today and every day has
been sometimes unfit for & child to
hear. It was expected the testimony
would be all in todsy but st the last

minute the district attorney subpoensed
soveral additional witnesses.

SEVEN JURORS IN BOX.

| Examination of Talesmen’ Prooseding

With Dispatch,

BOISE, Nov, 27.—After the first day’s
examination of talesmen in the Peiti
bone case seven men are in the jury box
having apswered questions » to their
qualifications satisfactory to the state.
Much better progress than was expected
was made, The regular venire of men
expired before adjournment this after-
noon and 70 or 100 will report tomorrow
when the work of securing a jury will
be contimued. Judge Wood said be would
not let the latitude of examination of
witnesses be pérmitted as in the Hay-
wood ocase. He also announced that
louger sessions would be held in order
to conclude the trial as quickly as pos-
sible.

TAMMANY NOT FOR BRYAN

NEW YORK, Nov. 27.—Charles P,

Murphy, leader of Tammany Hall, to-
day declared that James J. Hagan bad
no authority to plelge Tammany's
support to Bryan dor the Demooratic
presidential pomination at Washington
last night. He added: “Hagan spoke
for Hagan, not for Tammany Hall" He
said that if Bryan was the Demoeratic
nominee Tammany would support him.
But was mot pledging support of any
candidate st the present time

DON'T WANT LABORERS.

WASHINGTON, D. C. Nov. 27.—Ae-
cording to a message received from Chief
Engineer B. Goethels of the Panama
C ission today there is no room for
additional laborers on the Isthmus, He
states that unemployed men without
funds are a source of embarrassment.
Because of the recent curtailment in the
industries in this country applications
for work on the Isthmus are being re-
ceived at the rate of several hundred
per day.

KO JAPANESE EXCLUSION.

WASHINGTON, D. C., Nov. 27—1t is

improbable any legislation looking to
exclusion of the Japanese will receive
the approval of the executive until an
opportunity has been given to test the
efficiency of the new regulations of the
Japanese government, but the siate de-
partment of Japan is acting in perfect

harmony with the wishes of this govern-
ment.

Unole Sam—Here, you! Put that mon ey in ciroulation and quit hoarding it
np 0.

WITNESSES
SUBPENALD

—

Grand Jury Will Hear
Testimony.

MISS KERFOOT T0 TALK

———

Will Obey Summons to Appear
and Tell of Beliows
Death.

ey

HURRYING TO DEFEND SON

Kleinschmidt Cheersd by Thought
His Father Will Spenad Fortune
Him of Charge of
Bellows—Prisoner Not

?
L]

}

Clear
Frank Well.

OAKLAND, Cal, Nov. 21—A sub-
poena commanding Mss Blanche Kerfoot,
of Sutter Creek Mill, to attend the
sesgion of the grand jury which will be
beld in the court house in Oakland Mon-
day, which il expected to result in the
indictment of Harry G. Kleinschmidt for
murder, was issued by District Attorney
Brown today. Subpoenas for 37 other
witnesses were also issued foday for the
grand jury each being expected to sup-
ply some link in the chain of eircum-
stantial evidence against Kleinschmidt,
The necused student is showing the ef-
fects of his imprisonment in the county
jail and of the seriousness of his situa-
tion. He had been listless and even

When the Berkeley police first in-
formed young Kleinachmidt of the sns-
picions that they had agaiust him and
finally placed him under surveillance, it
was decided to keep the news away from
the head of the family, who had exten-
sive mining interests, but when a formal
charge was placed againsi the young
man a wire was hurriedly sent to Helena
and Kleinschmidt replied that he would
close his business affairs as quickly us
possible and come to Berkeley,

Acvording to the friends of the Klein-
‘schmidts, the elder Kleinschmidt is very
wealthy, and will use his entire fortune
if need be to clear his son,

This morning there were numerons
callers at the Kleinschmidt home, and
they all volunteered any aid they might
be able to afford. Miss Hazel Holehkiss,
who lives across the street from the
Kleiusclumidts, was among the eallers,
She has been mentionel as a possible
witness in the case on account of her
intimate acquaintance with the family.
Thus far the members of tie Klein
schmidt family have been refusing to
see anyone except their personal iriends,
Even tradesmen are refused admission.
With acquaintances they freely discuss
the case, but in all instances they have
stoutly denied any possible evidence of
young Kleinschmidt's guilt.

WOULD KILL THIELE.

Reported Attempt to Assassinate Pinker-
ton Detective.

SPOKANE, Wash., Nov. 87.—It is re-
ported here today that an attempt was
made last night to assassinate 8. C.
Thiele, assistant superintendent of the
Pinkerton detective agency in this ecity
at his room in the Auditorium building,
A man had been in waiting for Thiele
for some time. A suspicious looking
character was seen with a gun watching
the rooms of Thiele for a long time last
night. When a call was sent to the
police and officors appeared on the street,
the man vanished. Thicle was promi.
nent In the investigation of the Steun-
enberg oase.
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COMPANY IS DISTINGUISHED

Bride is Daughter of Secretary of State
and Groom is Grandson of General U.
8. Grant—One of the Notabls Wed-

diggs of the Capital,

—_—

WASHINGTON, Nov. 27.—One of the
most notable and brilliant weddings that
the national capital has seen in a long
time took place this aftermoon, when
Miss Blith Root, deughter of Beere-
tary of State and Mrs. Root, became the
bride of Lieutenant Ulysses §. Grant,
third, engineer corps, U, 8, A, son of
Major-General Frederick D, Grant, U.
8. A, and grandson of General U. 8.
Grant, The ceremony was performed at
the Root family residence in Rhode Isl-
and avenue in the presence of w 'dis-
tinguished company, which included the
President and Mrs. Roosevelt, memb:d
of the cabinet, justices of the supremd
court, senators and representatives and -r
members of the foreign diplomatio corps.

Among the family guests were Gemeral b
and Mrs, Frederick D. Grant, Mrs, Nel- -3
lin Grant Sartories and Mrs. Potter Pal-

mar, '
The drawing room in which the cere.
mony was performed. was profussly :
adorned with white asailias, bride roses '
and white lilses, with masses of delicate
ferns and the choloest of tropical gresns
arranged in the corners and window re-
cesses, The officiating clergyman was the
Rev, Herbert Chipman of the Church of
the Heavenly Rest of New York.
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