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The janitor's lttle girl murmured a
word of thanks for the penny bestowed
upon her and scampered back down-
stairs, while Elizabeth returned to the
parior with the mall which' the child
bad just brought.

It was a comfortable little clty apart-
ment, and only the typewriter table In
one corner betrayed the fact that It
wig a4 work as well as a play room,
Through an arch an absurdly small
dining room with the table laid for
one proclaimed it to be the home of A
bachelor girl, though Elizabeth Bel-
knap's dalnty femininity gave no sug-
gestion of spinsterhood elther from
cholce or circumstance.

The coffee percolator steamed on the
table unheeded while she ran through
her letters—a check for a story, two
manuscripts, a paper and a thin, flat
package bearing a forelgn stamp,

Elizabeth frowned over one letter,
smiled over another, patted the check
Jovingly as she throst it Into the draw-
er of her tiny desk and ripped the cov-
ering from the package.
playbill, a glaring thing of red and
blue letters on yellow paper, bearing

the list of artists appearing at a Ro-|

man music hall.

One of the names was marked with
an Inky cross, and In deflance of postal
regulations Nell Stanwood had written
on the margin: “Do you remember we
eaw her at the theater the night be-
fore I salled? It's a small world, after

all.”
Elizabeth smiled at the remem-
brance. Four other girls and herself

bad given Nell a going away party
the night before the latter sailed to
study In Italy. They had wound up
the evenlng at a vaudeville theater,

“IT 1S PROM THE HOME," HE EXPLATNKD.

where the little dancer of the glaring
programme had sppeared.
in Rome had seen the same act and
had remembered their last night to-
gether. Was she homesick?

It was several moments before Eliza-
beth opened the newspaper, the old
Eome paper and “as good as a letter,”
80 Jack Hardy had often declared.
Not an Item of news worth the telling
escaped publication In the Blairsville
Beacon, for even with detalled Infor-
mation as to pewly painted fences the
editor found it difficul{ to fil} his yawn-
tog columns.

The Beacon was Hardy's compro-
mise with his consclence, for he had
declared when Elizabeth had deter-
mined to leave RElalrsville for the
greater opportunities of the ecity that
be would not write, HHe had not wrlt-
ten, but after the first week the Bea-
eon came regnlarly, addressed [n his
strong, masculine handwriting, and
Elizabeth always smiled a softly tri-
umphant smile whenever the copy ar-
rived.

There had been an “understanding”
with Jack Hardy untll the storles she
loved to write had so frequently found
publication as to awaken in Eilzabeth
an ambition to get in personal touch
with the edltors.

Hardy had frowned upon the sug-
gestion of removal to New York, He
could not leave Blalrsville becavse
his own and his mother's [neowes
were derived from the lumber busl
ness which his father had left, and
Hardy knew that to go to the ecity
meant beginuing all over again the
fight for n competence,

There had been beated words over
Elizabeth's determination to leave, and
she had been given her cholee of a en-
reer or marringe,
tavor of the carter. Bhe Liad prosper-
ed In the great elty. She hod told her-
pelf over and over aguin that she had
done the only sensible thing, and yof—

Today there was an Inclosure with
the Beacon, 4 playbill apnouncing in
flamboyant language a4 week's enguge-
ment at the opera house of the Rice &
Bennett Empire stock company.

Elizabeth smiled as she read the fa-
miliar repertoire. The Rice & Bennett
company was almost an institution In
Blalrgville. Twice a year they played
for & week in the town hall, and every
ane who could afford It attended all
thelr performances. [t was the one
real dramatle treat of the season. for

Now, Nell |

She bad eleeted in |
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Ithe few other attraetlons that made

iBIall‘:ﬂ‘lllo wete travellng magicinns,
| *Unele Tom's Call:™ compankes gand
{an occasionz! ¢ The
Rice & Bennett comrany v 3 10 Blalre

| ville what grand « pers o o the elties.
U vear ghe and Jdack bad attended

the cpring perfor nances together, but
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1

[ lu the @l she was goue,  How time
Sl fown! The Rice & Beunett com
| peny waould open their sprlug enguge

wient the following week, and Jack lind
| #ent her a hanger, Au odid lunp came

i ber throat as she returned to the

table and ber neglected coffee.
|  When she started to tidy up after the
flm-al she thumb tncked the Italian
poster to the wall of her tiny private

hail. The wall was bare, and the yel-
low poster with its foreign lettering
| Kuve a smart touch to the ball, llke
1 botel labels on a steamer trunk or sult
| case.

| Ellzabeth sut down to the typewriter.
| but presently there came an lnslstent
ting at the ball door. Tony, the rosy
| faced Italian, who supplied the ten-
{nots of the house with ice, displayed
| two rows of gleaming teeth as he ex-
| plosively anpounced “lIce!" Elizabeth
leld open the door for him while he
| lifted the cake from the dumb walter
| ind placed It in her refrigerator.

But the smile faded from Tony's
|fuuu as he turned to leave. With an
inarticuiate ery he sprang at the post-
er, fingering It lovingly and scannlng
every word of the beloved Itallan.

“It is from the howme,” he explained,
Llushing, when the Hrst shock of sur
prise had passed. *Tt is to there that |
take—a  what you call-sweetheart?
Al, to the Salone Margherita, me an’
my Marle. Marle she cannot leav-a du
pop—da fard’. 1 come-a to Ameriea to
wake-a mon. It is ver' lonely, signora
Seps-a mi”

He shuffled haltingly from the apart-
ment, his jovial face drawn with home
i sickness and thoughts of the distant

Marle,

Elizabeth went back to her work. Op
the floor the Rice & Bennett playbill
still lay neglected, but now It canght
her attention, und she plcked It up to
read, even as Tony had done with the
other, every word of the familiar an
nouncement,

She wondered if Jack would be go-
lug. If 80, who would be in bher place?
Mrs. Hardy did not care for the the
dler, and It was not fair to expect
Jack to go ulone, She smiled at her
Jealons thoughte and sat down reso
lutely before her typewrlter, but she
found that the thread of the story
which had started so well was lost
She could not force ber mind to con-
reptrate upon the adventures of an
Iaginary herolne.  Her atrention per
sistently wandered to the playbill on
the floor.

She could see the opera house with
out even shutting her eyes. The roller
skating cruze bad somewhlnt revived
original glorles, The common
wooden ehalrs were in place now only
when sowme (heatrical performance
wias given, Probaldvy  therr waere

Its

plece orchestra, and she knew
tle lmportantly through the stage on
trance

others” on the programme, the armny

brated Case the mivers In “The Dan

gram to the office.

jon the east side.-

“Rules and Regulations” tacked up on
the walls with “Beacon Job Print"
large type beneath the phrase, "By

hear the ragged stealng of the throee

LOST-WHITE SILK
with silver buckle
to this office and receive reward, 29.3

! 4 Btates on accouni of
W9k his  worderful spres.

No poleons or druge use. He guaras.
tecs 1o cure catarrh, asthma, lung aad

Pythian Bullding, Astoria, Oregon

DR. W. C. LOGAN
Dentist

RHELT

Finder return

order of the management.” She conld ‘——uﬁ_ai:iﬁﬁnb'ﬁs. = | Commercial St. Shanahan Bldg. | throat trouble, rheumatism,. nervousness

stomach, liver and kilney, emale om-

that
W Taber and Ren Blake would hus-

They were always the “and
“A Cele

In “Under Two Flags" and

WANTED-TO BUY A HORSE;

weight about 1250 pounds; not over
4 years old; must be good driver and
gentle, also city broke,
torian office.

plaints and all ohronic diseases.
SUCCESSFUL HOME TREATMENT
If you onnnot eall write for symptom
blank and cireular, fuclosing ¢ cents
stampn
THE C. GEE WO MEDICINE 0.

TEETH
Address As. Without Plates,

6911,

Ites.” ete. It was all so vivid that
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am coming lome tomorrow
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Please get seats for all next week. 1 FOR RENT. E =

COR. IITH AND COMMERCIAL.

ELIZABETH
Then she guzed about the cozy little
far, It would bLe very different lu
Blaitsville, and she knew that In seml

FOR RENT—NEW SIX ROOM
house.
Loan Association,

Office hours—8:30 A. M. to

0. 1 NONTEOMERY

Enquire Banking Savings &
7-26-21

ing that wessage she bad virtually an
notunced her surrender, but she hum

HOUSE MOVERS.

PLUMBER
Iy

8 P. M. Sunday—10:00 to

med a blithe little song as she put on
her hat and prepured to take the tele
Wien she came to

FREDRICKSON BROS.—We make
a specialty of house moving, car
penters, contractors, general jobbing;

12:00,
Phone Number Main 3901,

Heating Contractor, Tinner
~AND—

R songht were at' a depot on the op
nvenne, e
Presently a yvoung man slipped
it of an ldle group near by, tonk the
bllndd man by the arm. piloted him
neross  the car teacks. left him nm)
wgsod on, Nelther sald o word
Having obtalned bis papers. the hiind
man turned again to the corb, smnding
patlently, A womah, bareheaded and

wite glile of the stemn)

M
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the narrow ball she stopped aud took
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evidently n tenement dweller near by,
walked up the avenue, paused, stepped
agide, took the vewsman by the arm,
conducted him back neross the avenne
and resumed bher errand, Nelther spoke.
It's just g way they hnve over there
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if defects are trivial.
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is an expression that 18 always heard at sight of a well
deyeloped woman.
undeveloped, a scrawny neck,
above remark will never be applied to you. “SIREN"
wafers will make you beautiful, bewitching. They DE-
VELOP THE BUST in a few weeks from 3 to 6 inches
and produce a fine firm, voluptuous hosom,
out the hollow places,
well modeled and the neck and shoulders shapely and

of perfect contou rmj e

: Send for a bottle oday and you'll be pleased and grate
lul. “SIREN" wafers are absolutely harmless, pleasent to take and con
venient to carry around. They are 10 under guarantee to do . all

Inquire at good drug stores or send DIRECT
During the next 30 days only—we will send you
dottle of these beautifying wafers on receipt of 10 cents tr
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Desk 22 ESTHETIC CHEMICAL C O, 31 West 125th St. New Yori: |

ST |
SHE'SIA SIREN
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g money will start you in
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