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believe that a great deal of prospecting 
will be done this coming year. 
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EDWARD H. FOSTER, EDITOR. 

Coal. 

We promised to communicate to the . 
readers of THE ALEUT whatever informn 
lion we might be able to obtain on the 
question of conlMn our vicinity, and here 
IF the story as we IIOW understand It. 

For years past ihe residents of James
town b»ve believed that coal existed in 
this vicinity, and have pros ected in 
neveral places about here, being rewarded 
for their search bv finding considerable 
quantities of "float" lignite or brown coal. 
One of these places was at lii-aver ' reek, 
18 miles down the James River; another 
near the line of the-railroad a mile «-ast of 
here ard in sight o' nu.r office At the 
latter place a shaft was sunk 50 teet and 
followed by auger, by Mr. Meade, formerly 
General Manager ot the N. P. R. R., i*i 
company with other gentlemen to the 
depth of 95 feet, when they struck quick 
Bind necessitating the use of tubing for 
the auger, when the enterprise was 
abandoned, /rom time to time several 
persons, among them ourself, have taken 
pieces of lignite coal from an apparent 
vein two miles north of here; and onr 
renders will remember our notice of the 
presence of large quantities of carbonic 
acid eras in certain wells in this vicinity. 
In one of them a deposit, or loose vein, 
18 inches thick of pieces of a very gf»od 
lignite was fouud at the depth of 30 feet. 
Below this was found 15 feet of loose 
sand. A*. the bottom of this sand WHS 
found to be a solid deposit, which was 
proved to be a coal which breaks with a 
crystaline fiacture, and we should judge 
to be a lair article of bituminous coal. 
The specimen before us was given with 
the above information by the gentleman 
owning the lmd, and who we believe to 
be a man of veracity. He is deterred 
from further examining the deposit until he 
can curb out the falling sand, and make 
aome arrangement to remove the poison
ous gas, as no man will at present go 
down the well and risk being buried 
alive. 

The reports that spread among our 
<citizcns of the finding of coal in this 
well, stimulated others, among them 
Messrs. Harris and McKenzie to prospect 
in what thev considered a favorable place. 
And the gentlemen named put a man it 
work driving a drift into an exposure of 
shale, three miles from here. 

The miner after a couple of weeks work 
brought in a thin but beautiful piece of 
what was undisputably bituminous coal, 
and in a few days a larger piece of like 
quality. We, in company with Mr. H., 
concluded to go out this last Wednesday, 
and examine for ourselves, but on Tues
day night the chap, "Slothful Joe," re
ported his finding a two foot vein; this 
«et our place wild, and a party of five of 
as accompanied said "Slothful** to the 
allcdged bonanza, to find that although 
Messrs. Harris and McKenzie had selected 
• favorable place to prospect, and one in 
which the prospect is yet fair for a dis
covery of coal, yet none of us could after a 
very diligent search, find the least trace ot 
any such coal,-and came to the conclusion 

- that "Slothful Joe" was a fraud of the 
first water; and were he to try such a 
game in Montana or the western country 
would have met a worse fate than to meet 
the contempt of his fellow men. 

Messrs. H. and McK., although not 
successful so speedily and to as great a 
degree as they expected, will go on and 
Aink a shaft at their present location, and 
we have fair hopes for their eventual 
{•access. 

That there is coal here, either of the 
very best lignite or fair bituminous 
quality, we still believe; and we further 

Pertinent Inqulrle* from 
"Rural." 

EDITOR OP THE ALERT : 
Would you like to hear something from 

the rural districts of Stutsman County? 
You always have plenty to sav about 
Jamestown and its people, but why don't 
you take a look around the county occa
sionally. Do you imagine the country 
around town will build your little city to 
an enormous one shortly? Just you 
figure up the amount of seed your trades 
mea w ill have to furnish next year. Has 
your city anybody that will have on hand 
what we want next spring? Just look 
down in our neighborhood once—there is 
Hendricks, Hundley, Farrell, McKechnie, 
Frey, A. Kindsche, the carpenter, and 
others, that want seed wheat; to say 
nothing of Williamson, out on Section 
27, he will want 600 bushels,—and to cut 
it all short your county wiil want 5,000 
bushels seed grain next spring, and who 
has it or where will we get it? Such 
facts let us talk a':out a little. We are 
not gieedy with what we have, though 
'tis scarce; our soil is good, and there will 
be plenty of people around U9 next spring 
to take up land. We rural era want to let 
you know what we arc doing and what 
you may be asked for this spring, as I 
said before. We would like to secure 
some of the good land adjofning us before 
others come in, but this wont do. Your 
merchants may want to secure the trade, 
but if they do let them have what we 
want, and then they can have some at 
least, if not all the trade. Who has any 
seed potatoes? Has anybody got any 
plows? any seeders? We want to sow 
5,000 acres next spring, and this will 
require 25 seeders. Who has the best? 
Where will we get 25 or 80 harrows 
enrly ? And by the way have your mer
chants any lime on hand ? Do you know 
anything alwmt our good clay to make 
brick, to build these farmers chimneys? 
And maybe your merchants that are vet 
to come, will want a brick store. Have 
you enterprise enough loafing around 
town to start a brick yard? Will your 
lumber merchants ever get auy sash or 
doors? Why don't you say in Tax ALERT: 
Wanted—Some cheap commodity to hang 
up instead of blankets for doors and 
windows? The other day a neighbor was 
up town a little late and asked your 
landlord for a bed—"All full," was the 
replv, ot a stormy night. 

Will you put up a want column in THE 
ALERT? and we can see what will wanted. 
Wanted—dozen chairs, 2 tables. 2 
spring beds and matresses, % dozen sacks 
of buckwheat flour, a coal burning stove, 
and other liousehcxld goods. Where will 
I get these? This will be the cry, and 
who will answer? If this gets a place in 
your colums, we ruralere want a little 
plain talk next w«ek. Yours, RCRAL. 

TSfmvr 2Ld' 

NOTICE. 
U. S. LAND OFFICE, 

Fargo, D. T., December 7,1879, 
Complaint baring been catered at this Office by 

Frederick 11 Adama against Frank Krlckson for 
abandoning Ma Timber Culture Entry, No. 868, dat»d 
October 25, 1877, upon the West half NK quarter, 
and South half NW quarter, Section 2, Township 
139 N, Range 58 W, In Barnes Covnty, I). T., with a 
view to the cancellation of said entry: the aatd parties 
are hereby summoned to appear at thia Office on the 
4th day of February, 1879. at 10 o'clock a. to 
respond and furnish testimony concerning said 
alleged abandonment. 

J. 8. WHEELOOR. Register. 
TII09. M. PUGH, Receiver. 

THE 

SCIENTIFIC AMERICAN. 
THIRTY-FOURTH YBAK. 

The most Popular Scientific Paper 
In the World. 

Only $3.20 a year, including postage. 
Weekly, 52 Numbers a year. 

4,000 book pages. 

The SclentiBc American Is a large flrst-claw 
weekly newspaper of 15 pages, printed in the most 
beautiful style, profusely Illustrated with aplendld 
engravings, rej reaentlng the newest inventions and 
the moat recent advances In the arts and sciences; 
including new and interesting facta in agriculture, 
horticulture, the home, health, medical progress, 
social science, natural history, geology, astronoaiy. 
The mast valuable practical papers, by eminent 
writers In all departmenta of science will be found in 
the Scientific American. 

PATENTS.^sn^: 
Messrs. Munn A Co., are Solicitors of American and 
r«reign patents, have had 34 years experience, and 
now have the largest establishment in the world. 
Patents are obtained on the best terms. A special 
notice 1s made in the Scientific American of all in
ventions patented threngh this Agency, with the 
name and residence of the patentee. By the im
mense circulation thus given, public attention is di
rected to the merits of the new patent, and sale* or 
introduction often affected. 

Any person who hat made • new discovery^ or In
vention, can ascertain, freo of charge, whether a 
patent can probably be obtained, by writing to the 
undersigned. We alao send freo onr hand book 
about the Patent Laws, Patents, Caveats. Trade-
Marks, their costs, aad how procured, with hints for 
procuring advances on inventions. Address fur the 
paper, or concerning patents, 

iuwsr ACA, 17 Park «»w, *. Y. 
Branch Olet, Cor. t A 7th 8ts., Washington, D. C. 

K. LUCE, 

ATTORXTZrr at LAW. 

THIS Goxjumsr 

Tar rsasxvtd foar-— 

Klaus <& Curtin 
Who will open about 

JANUARY 1,'79 
—with a General stock of— 

'MERCHANDISE,' 

FURNITURE, 

AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY, 

Ac., &c., Ac., 

They will keep nearly everything a 
Farmer can call for, from a box of matches 
to a Steam Threshing Machine. 

Agsaof lor XT.P.S.B. Lsniia. 
Office in Railroad Depot, 

JAMESTOWN, DAKOTA TEU. 

J: W. GOODRICH, 

Contractor for 
CjUJJNUHAT. TEAM WORK; 

alao Agent for 

IMPROVED FARMING MACHINERY, 
PaBily Sawing Matchln— 

Aad Extrai,  
JAMKSTOWM, DAKOTA TER. 

^1EO. J. GOODRICH, 

Blacagsmeiltla, 
JAMESTOWN, DAKOTA TEH. 
Plow work a specialty. .Shoeing and all work in 

the line of blacksmithing. All work 
warranted to give satisfaction. 

.Q11AS. HAMILTON, 

SlSlClESZ3Q.itlX 
JAMESTOWN, DAKOTA TER. 
Particular attention paid to plough work, shoeing 

and wagon repairing. 1*5-2 

£1_EORGK UKAUNE, 

Dealer la 

Beer, Wises, Liprs anil Clears, 
south side of Railroad track. 

JAMESTOWN, DAKOTA TEIt. 

EDWABD H. FOSTKB. CLABBNCK H. FOSTKI; 
EH.AC. II.  FOSTKB. 

B0QK AND JOB PRINTERS 
i 

All kind* of Plain and Ornamental Job PnnMii; 
executed to the satisfaction of patrons at the 

ALEUT office, <>pposite the depot. 
JAME-TOWN, DAKOTA TKH 

•piPWABP H. FOSTER. 

CIVIL ENGINEER, SURVEYOR 
—AND— 

T-AWTI EXAMINER, 

JAMEiSTOWN, DAKOTA TKR 

He is prepared to do all work in his line. Applj 
at AWiU'i alee, near the l>epot. .wa: 

EO. W. VENNUM. 
G 

Register of Deed* anfl #awCounty Clerk, 

General Land Agent, 
JAME3TOW1T, 

Stutsman County, DAKOTA. 

E. H. & C. H. FOSTER, 

General Real Estate 

Jamestown, Dakota Territory. 

C H E A T -

sZSTs-

L i i l T S .  

C liea, per 
-THAN-

Government Lands. 

49, at. roaExmoT, 
Dealer In 

We have just had placed in oar hands for sale 

Section 1. Township 137, Range 64, Weftt. 
3, » 137, " 64, » 
5, •• 137, " 64, " 

" 13, " 138, " 64. •• 
23, " 138, " 64. •« 

" 25, " 138, M 64, •• 
" 88, " 138, •' 64, " 
" 35 " 138, " 64, •' 

lying Sooth of Jamestown which we will sell frow-

si.eo to $2.00 
per Acre, 17^ per cent., cash down, bal

ance in 5 years, with 12 per cent, 
interest secured by a 

mortgage on 
the lund. 

The above lands will be sold In whole cr in part 
and is a better bargain than a Pr> -emptlon or Howr-
etead on government land, as the purchaser will nr-t 
have to live on his land to maintain his title. 

We will have more land from the same parties. 

We have the N E qr and the E half of the NW «ir 
of Section 26. Township 141, Kang«64, Ijriny in **<-
James River Valley, six miles due narth of. Jamce-
town. fur »ale. This is one of the finest pieces o! 
land in this vicinity; all level. Wood and water «>>. 
it, (the James kiver running through it,) for aale ot. 
favorable terms. 

Section 13. Township 1M, Range 65, Northwf-t 
from Jamestown, on special good terms to actual 
settlers. 

Section 5, 9 and 19, in Township 140, Range til: 
Sood wheat land, and to be sold on very favorably 
terms to actual settlers etpeclally. 

-TWO-

We an prepared to bay and sell ileal Ateto, Lo

cate Railroad ZaiKfa.Select G&cernmtnt land», 
especially Soldieri fJometteadt which can 

be done by agent; Make oat Abiintctt, 
Jtoeds, <£e. Pay 71MM, Contract 

for Breaking, Backtetting, and 

Tree Planting; measure and 

oversee the same, Ac. 

Oae of the above firm is a skilled Surveyor, well 

provided with first class instrument*. 

< Parties having land^or sale; or wishing to pur-

' chase patting their interests exclnsiveiy in onr 

: hands, will have them advertised cratla. 

TOOK and YICTOK 
SEWING MACHINES, 

Handsomely Upholstered 

Patent Socking Chairs, 
Handsomely Upholstered 

PIANO STOOLS. 
AND ONE 

REMINGTON and NEW HOHI 
SEWING MACHINES, 

BOSACE WATSK'S 

PIA1TO, 

SHONINGER and BDRDETT 
ORGANS-

ZE3ero.ingrto:n. 

Breetk-LoaAii(, Siile-Barrelei 
SHOT C3-XJOST, 

BARNES' 
SCROLL aad CIRCULAR SiV. 

The above are all brand new and yet in 
j the manufacturers hands, but anbject to o»u-
orfler. Wcwill sell one or all of tbetu, 

GUNS, and SPORTING GOODS. 

JAUESTDWH, S.T. 
FARGO. DAKOTA TKH. 

Bepalrlng an fire arm* done promptly and t* Ihe 
satisfaction of patrona. 

! time, on approved security. Apply to . 

E. II. ft 0. H. FOSTER, 

Proprietors of the AiJtthr, 

JaawatowB, Dakota T»«. 
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