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The literary columns of Eastern papers 
contain elaborate and commendatory re
views of Mr. Ignatius Donnelly's new 
book:"Ragnarok; The Age of Fire and 
Gravel." _________________ 

The state commissioner of railroads 
for Michigan, in his report for the year 
1881, just published, expresses the belief 
that the result of State supervision of 
railroads and freight rates has proven 
itself of great value, not only to the pub
lic at large, but to the railroad corpora
tions also. 

At the recent examination at the Lon
don University for the degree of Batch-
elor of Arte sixteen out of twenty-two 
lady candidates passed the ordeal, and 
only ninety men out of two hundred and 
fifteen male applicants were passed to 
the degree. ,The average age of the la
dies was less than that of the men. 

The Toronto Globe, noting that Cana» 
da's trade with the United States amount
ed to $73,000,000 during the year ending 
une 3», 1SSI, while the aggregate 

trade of Mexico with us raaclied only 
$2S,OOO.COO, suggests that since our gov
ernment is willing to discuss reciprocity 
•with Mexico. Canada should not hesitate 
about npgotiating such a treaty with the 
states, if it is possible. 

Congress is buckling down to work in 
commendable style, whatever may be 
thought of the outcome. The members 
seemto have learned something of pub
lic sentiment since the close of the last 
session and begin to realize that the 
eyes of their masters are upon them. It 
is probable that more good, solid, useful 
•work will be done in the short session of 
three months than in the two years pre-
ceeding. 

The state of Texas has over $1,000,000 
in the Treasury, drawing no interest. 
The public debt is about $5,000,000, 
chiefly in bonds, which are not redeem
able except at the option ef the holder 
until maturity. Gov. Roberts went upon 
the market a few months ago and tried 
to buy up some of them, but was asked 
140, and only found a few even at tha 
fancy figure. Were the bonds redeem 
able at call the state would have been 
out of debt to-day. 

According to' good authority,— 
•whether as a guesser or otherwise—the 
grand total of eggs annually consumed 
in the Uuited States aggregates in value 
the sum of $75,000,000. The same au
thority estimates the value of the egg con
sumption of New York city at $18 ,000,-
000. No estimates are made of other cit
ies, but they are grouped in the grand to
tal. The grand aggregate is too large or 
the total in New York is too small. It is 
absurd to suppose that New York city 
consumes nearly one fourth of the pro
duct of all the hens in the country. To 
put it in another way, one million peo
ple cannot eat one-fourth as many as 
fiftv millions. 

Mr. Giflfen, a noted British statistician, 
i3 fascinated by the growth of the 
United States. In a recent address in 
London he points out that our popula
tion has risen in a hundred years from 
three to fifty million; that is to say, that 
it has during that time multiplied itself 
sixteen times, or doubled itself every 
twenty-five years. At the like rate oi 
increase it would reach, in another cen
tury, the unbeard of total of 800,000,000; 
but fortunately for itself and for the 
world, there are good reasons why it 
should not pioceed in quite that ratio. 
Still, it must increase rapidly, till the 
conditions of life have found an equili
brium and the comparative ease of liv
ing in the old and new world has be
come fairly equalized. 

In the report of an exploration made 
by himself of parts of the territories of 
Wyoming, Idaho, and Montana, Gen. 
Sheridan takes occasion to enter a strong 
protest against the renting of the private 
parties of the Yellowstone Park. He 
says the place is worthy of being a 
National park, and that the government 
should retain not only the property, but 
should make and control ail improve
ments regarded as necessary. He thinks 
that the leasing of a park is likely to in
volve the government's right to the 
property eventually; that parties once 
in possession and making money out of 
the property will manage to raise claims 
and establish conditions which it will be 
hard for the government and the courts 
to shake off. Gen. Sheridan also informs 
the war department that the game in 
the pa^k is being ruthlessly slaughtered 
for the sake of the skins. He recom
mends that the park be extended east
ward by the addition of 3,344 square 
miles and appeals to all sportsmen and 
and sportsmen's clubs in the country to 
aid in indacing congress to make this 
extension. He declares tint if he is 
authorized to do so he will engage to 
keep "skin-hunters" (those who kill 
game only) out of the park by the use of 
troops. It is to be hoped that this 
authority will be conferred upon him. 
Then the wild game, with that instinct 
for self-preservation they possess, will 
in time drift into the limits of the park, 
because within there they wili be less 
hunted. Besides its other attractions, 
the park will then have that of contain
ing and preserving fine specimens of 
Wild American game. 

NEWS CONDENSED. 
RA ILIiOA D R UMTt LINGS. 
Ex- President Rice of the Utica, Ithica & 

Elrnira railray, under arrest in New York, 
charged with having hypothecated 9,680 
*shai« of stock, which should have been can
celled, pleads that he did so with the knowl
edge of the directory, but the court holds 
him to bail in $25,000, just the same, and 
might supplement the action by getting ser
vice on the directory. An explanation from 
them might shed some light on the subject. 

The Holruan resolution, calling for a 
statement of patents issued to land grant 
lailroads, has been passed by the house. 
The attorneys for the Northern Pacific rail
road claim that, having obtained its patents, 
its rights have already vested, even if the 
terms of the charter have not been techni-
nically complied with. 

In the principal towns of Switzerland 
gratuitous public lectures are delivered i 
on agriculture and its kindred sciences j 
during the Winter months. The resui.s 
have proved highly practical and the 
lectures are well attended. When farm
ers'institutes become permanently es
tablished in all the States we shall ac
complish this desirable work in a much 
better and more popular manner, for at 
these meetings the farmers themselves 
come in for a fair share of the talk, and 
their experiences are of incomparable 
value. 

^ At Altoona, Pa~, Parks Lemaine and hJ8 

two sister?, Flora and Alice, were killed on 
the railw -v at Upton station, two miles east 
of that city. Tnejr were returning home 
from at prayer meeting end walking on the 
tncic. Ttey stepped off to avoid a passing 
trai", aa-1 iu !»o doing were run down by an 
«nr»iM nti another back. All were young 
•ii unmarried. "•'••• -

WASHINGTON NEWS NOTES. 
There appears to be some hitch about the 

resignation of Capt. H. H. Crews. A short 
time ago irregularities were discovered in 
his accounts, and it was stated by prominent 
army officers that he was guilty of other 
violations of army regulations, which, if 
made the subject of an examination by 
court martial, would result in his being 
cashier- d. He was given the option oi res
ignation or court martial and filed his resig
nation shortly afterward. Now it seems 
that Cant. Crews has concluded to stand a 
court-martial, having withdrawn his resig
nation. At the war department the nature 
of his offense is not known, or if known, 
scrupulously concealed irom the public. 

The White House, under the artistic super
vision of Louise (t. Titiany, a son ot the great 
New York jeweller,has been much improved. 
The great Eust-room has been elegant
ly frescoed, and the marble mantlepieee re
placed by others of caiv-d wood. The por-
tiers, the lauibruquins, the curtains, the up
holstering of the mmiture are of old-gold 
brocade, tinted witn a golden brown. Tiie 
wood-work is ebonizt-d aud handsomely car
ved. Some li :lit chairs re upholstered in 
crimson brocade, with silk fringes, aud the 
magnificent partment resembles the draw-
ing-room of a chief magistrate, rather than 
the cabin or a steamboat, which it has for 
some years p tst rivalled in appearance. 

The senate coaimittee to investigate inter
nal revenue collections in the Sixth North 
Carolina district finished their labors Nov. 
30, and will be able to report next week. 
The existence of partnerships between store
keepers and distillers to defraud the govern
ment has b^eii proven clearly in a majority 
of the cases investigated. In many cases it 
was found tiie government received only 
one-liilf the revenue to which it was entit
led, and lully one-third of the whiskey 
manufactured paid no tax at all. There are 
4oO revenue oltuers in the district, and it 
requires 57 per cent, of the collections to 
pay them. 

The representatives of state and other 
boards of health n'iw in session in Wash-1 
ington, have addressed a letter to the Na* I 
tional board of health , o'liting out the 
necessity for an etlicient sanitary inspection ! 
of immigrants as a means of preventing the j 
spread of small pox in the United States. 
The board is askt d isot only to have a care-
fid inspection made at ports of ei^try, but 
tliat it be continued along the line of travel 
at points already established. Twenty 
thousand dollars is deemed sufficient for 
this service for the present season. 

Capt. Weihlbauui, a Russian gentleman 
from & laska, expresses tne belief that Lieut. 
De Long was lost, by reason of his ignorance 
of the proper methods of Arctic exploration, 
which he exemplified by killing his dogs. 
By this act he deprived himselt of his last 
hope, as the dogs if spared would have ma
terially assisted not only in the transporta
tion of the party, but in the finding oi bear 
meat, which is said to be stored in abun
dance among those icy waters. 

The river and harbor bill men propose to 
take the engineer's estimates and go right on 
and make up another appropriation bill. 
Senator Kellogg is reported to have said that 
the bills for the improvement of the Missis
sippi river and the Potomac flats would be 
prepared regardless of the river and harbor 
bill. 

Representative Deuster, who sue eeder1 

kstyear in passing through the house a bill 
for the better protection of emigrants at sea, 
anticipates introducing at the present ses
sion a* bill to regulate this matter on rail
roads. 

Telegrams are still coming in from all 
parts of the country urging mem ers of 
congress to see that a bill providing for a 
tobacco rebate is passed at this session. 

CASUALTIES OF THE WEEK. 
Kansas City Special: A most disastrous 

fire took place near the state line in West 
Kansas City, recently. The fire communi
cated from sparks thrown out by a Missouri 
Pacific engine. The depot was almost in
stantly in flames. During the conflagration 
the State Line elevator, containing fi5,000. 
bushels of grain, was consumed. The ele 
vator cost $25,000, and was insured for $6,-
000. Thirteen cars, loaded with merchan
dise, one loaded with coal, another with 
grain, and a third loaded with agricultural 
implements were consumed. The loss will 
reach between $100,080 and $200,000. No 
insurance has been ascertained. 

The number of persons injured by casual
ties on the railroads of G-eat Britain during 
the first six months was 2,594, of whom 522 
were killed. In addition 21 pe sons were 
killed and 2.050 injured on the premises of 
the companies by accidents unconnected 
with tne movements of trains. This is a 
heavier li."t of casualties than Gen, Woiseley 
had to report durin. his Egyptian campaign. 

Two bo'lers in the Hearlin & Ovendorf 
company's agricultural works exploded on 
Saturday. The following is a li?t ofihe 
killed: Wm. McCamey, engineer; Louis 
Hunniouth, fireman; N. C. Henderson, 
Joshua Oldham. A. Nickerson, Robert Mc-
Graih, William Miller, Hiram Palmer. 

Robert Strauss, of Boston, a Tremont 
street trader, took passage on the steamship 
Herri a on her last trip from Liverpool, to re
turn from a vist to foreign parts, which he 
had undertaken for his health. He disap
peared on the voyage, and is supposed to 
have fallen or jumped overboard. 

A fire at the Mitchell Iron mine, Isppem-
ing, totally destroyed' the mine, engine 
house and entire plant of machinery val
ued at $20,030, on which there was no in
surance. 

The principal business portion ofHopKins 
village, Allegan county, Mich., was burned. 
Loss, $25,000; insurance, >10,000. 

The old Michigan capitol at Lansing 
burned Sunday. 

earnest plea that this post of hardship and 
danger be awarded him. 

The Idaho legislature has assembled at 
Boise City. The counsel stands: Six re
publicans, three Mormons, two ati-Mor
mon democrats and one democratic Mor
mon. They have elected Col. E.A.Wells. 
anti-Mormon democrat, president. The 
house stands: Twelve republican*, seven 
Mormons, and five democratic Mormons. 
They have voted three days without electing 
a permanent speaker. The Merman and 
anti-Mormon is about as bitter as in Utah. 

A student in the Chicago university Mon
day, had trouble with a fellow student. 
President Anderson of the university repri
manded him, and he replied with imperii-
nence. I)r. Anderson undertook to remove 
him frern the room, whin he drew a revolver 
and tried to shoot the president. He was 
disarmed, and the faculty subsequently ex
pelled him. 

Edward E. Rice, the well known theatri
cal manager of Boston, tiled a voluntary 
petition in insolvency. The claims against 
him amount to some $40,000. and include 
many debts to members oi the profession. 
The entire assets consist of a lot ot theatrical 
costumes, scenery and a variety tlieatrr in 
St. Louis, all of which are mortgaged. 

The suit of Millie Christine, known as the 
two-headed nightingale, against Adam 
Forepaugh for $25,000 damages, has been 
dismissed in the Pore Wayne, Ind., courts 
hv reason of the absence ot the plaintiff, and 
at her cost. She refused an offer from Fore
paugh to compromise for $2,000. 

Gov. O'Neii has appointed five conserva
tive Alabamans to administer the affairs of 
Opelika, where the reccnt rio's occurred, 
until the new chvrter shall go into effect. 
It the warring factions resist the mandute 
of the commission, the governor-elect will 
try what virtue there is in State bayonets. 

It is understood that the marquis o 
Lorne and t he Princess Louise intend mak
ing a tour of four or five weeks in the United 
States, visiting Los Angeles, South California 
and other cities of tne union. During Lord 
Lome's absence it is probable that < ieneral 
Sir Patrick M -Dougall will assume the 
duties of administration. 

RECORD OF C^IDfE. 
Last Tuesday night Conductor Lalliand 

and Express Messenger Joe Cram, who run 
on the road between Miles City and Billings, 
were taking in the sights of the latter town 
when they were suddenly confronted in a 
dark place by two men with revolvers, who 
commanded them to throw up their hands 
which they did. Tie robbers went through 
the railroaders, securing a little loose 
ehange. They took the conductor's gold 
w*tch, but on his protesting that hecouldn't 
run a train without a watch, one of them 
replied: ''That's so, pard, and handed 
him the time piece back. 

George "W. Drake, formerly on Gen. Cus
ter's staff tiie-1 at his home in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., on Tuesday. He had achieved the 
distinction of being the best casino player 
in the country, having beaten John Achey 
at Indianapolis out of a large fortune. 
Achey charged one Liggett with complicity, 
and shot him down in cold bio <d at the bar 
of Chapin & Gore's s iloon. For this Achey 
wus hanged, and Maj. Drake went South to 
avoid being subpoenaed as a witness at the 
trial of Achey. 

Some days ago, during the temporary ab
sence from his office of Hon John Wentworh 
of Chicago, sneak thieves carried away a 
large tin hox from the vault, containing $2,. 
000 in regist .red United States bonds, deeds 
and mortgages to a very large aggregate val ne, 
besides letters from Webster, Clay, Calhoun 
and other public men, ami documents of 
greater historical value. The thett was not 
discovered until Friday, when the box was 
accidentally found hidden in the basement. 

Cyrus Barber, a young man of Providence, 
R. L., laboring under the insane idea that 
God required a sacr.fice, escaped from his 
watchers, secured an ax, and nearly chopped 
his foot off. This is the second time that 
Barber has tried to destroy himself, the first 
time being by holding his breath, he be
lieving that it was a sin to breathe. It is 
hardly probable that he will recover tliis 
time. 

Alfred Jenkins of Winston. N. C., sold 
his wife to Noah M. Glidewell, a neighbor
ing farmer, for $500. He then sold his lit
tle farm and moved away, leaving Glide-
well iu quiet possession of his newly-pur
chased wife. The transfer of the wife from 
one man to another was dore as though the 
men had simply swapped horses. The 
woman seems satisfied. 

The trial of Matt Zimmerman atManden, 
Kearney county, for the murder of Sheriff 
Woods and two deputies about two months 
ago, was concluded on Saturday at Omaha. 
He was found guilty of murder in the first 
degree and sentenced to be hanged April 21. 

FOREIGN NEWS GOSSIP. 
Body snatching seems to have become 

general in the graveyard-? adjacent to Mon
treal. A few days ago the St. Anne's burial 
vault was desecrated, and three bodies stolen. 
Two were unearthed and carried of at 
Chambly. This evening the news comes 
from the Oak Indian reservation that 
corpses h^ve been tak n from that burial 
ground. The rural districts are thoroughly 
alarmed, and are organizing for the better 
security of their dead. 

London Cable: No little gratification is 
expressed in England over the ten-year al
liance between Germany and Austria, of 
which the conditions art just fully disclosed. 
It allays in a measure the anxiety" which ban 
been caused by the great military activity 
of Kussia. Russia's diplomatic tone has 
been peaceful and conciliatory, but her acts 
have wholly belied it. 

Dr. Wiggi.is of O.tawa, astronomer, is re
ceiving letters lrom all parts of thettahs 
concerning the terrible storm predicted in 
March next. City Surveyor Hsuwell of New 
York asks ifhe would he justified in recom
mending the extension of the marine works 
under his charge to be stopped until after 
the storm. 

Gen. Lew Wallace and the sultan of Tur
key had a hilarious time Tuesday night 
over the news that the general's demand on 
the Mexican government for $15,000, for 
serviefs rendered in the war of 1803, had 
finally been allowed. 

The Kingston (Ont.) Medical college diffi
culty has been settled. No more females 
will be admitted, but those now atttnding 
be allowed to finish their course. 

Five hundred Egyptians, charged with in
cendiarism and massacre at Alexandria, 
have been released on account of insufficient 
evidence against them. 

GENERAL NEWS IN BRIEF. 
Reading, Pa., Special: An unusual ex

citement was produced in court to-day 
when a farmer named John Menry, who is 
well off, brought his three daughters into 
court as the plaintiffs in three separate ac
tions for breach of promise of marriage. 
The weeping victims are blondes and fash
ionably attired. The trials of the eidfr sis
ters, Amanda and Amelia, were at once pro
ceeded with. The defendants are Edwin 
Reitz and Monroe Leiby, cousins, of Lehigh 
county. The father claims several thou-. 
sand dollars damages. The court room was j 
crowded and the three girls were the center 
of attraction. 

There will apparently be no lack of vol
unteers from the rank and file in the depart
ment of I)aKota to f ke part in the projected 
expedition for the relief of Lieut Greeley's 
party at Lady Franklin's bay, in the Arctic 
regions. Although Gen. Terry's circular on 
the subject was sent out only a few days 
ago, and but one or two posts have been 
heard from several applications have been j 
received and placed on file. Amang others 
Lieut. E. A. Garlington, 8eventh infantry, 
has volunteered his services, and pat in an 

PERSONAL NEWS NOTES. 
Robert Ould, assistant secretary of war 

under the Richmond government, but bet
ter known as a commissioner for the ex
change ofprisoners, and as the representa
tive of Jeflf Davis in the peace negotiations 
which President Lincoln abruptly termin
ated, is dead. 

John B. Gough says he is not in favor of 
putting tKe temperance question into pod-
tics. It does not belong there. He is a 
moral suasion idea man and believes in 
laboring with the young. 

Rev. Joshua Coit resigned the pastorate 
of Lawrence Street Congregational church, 
Lawrence, Mass., to accept the secretary
ship of the American Hume Missionary 
society. 

Robert A. Smilh of Sf. Paul, will he ad
ded to the democratic congressional cam
paign committee of that state. 

Bishop Tniggof Pittsburg is serionsly ill, 
and fears are entertained that he will rot 
recover. 

Pig Iron Kelley has lost $20,0o0 advanced 
to the bursted Philadelphia coach com
pany. 

Capt. H. H. Crews, of the Fourth artillery 
has withdrawn bis resignation. ' 

DOINGS OF CONGRESS 
Tuesday, Itee. Ifi. 

SENATK.—Senator Vest is evidently in 
earnest in his opposition to the proposal 
lease of the Yellowstone park to private 
parlies for hotel purposes, and he introduced 
another resolution on the subject. It in
structed the committee on territories 
to inquire what legislation is neces
sary for the protection of the 
par;, preservation of game, and 
if the area should te extended; also, wheth
er contracts should be made by the secretary 
of the interior leasing the park or any part 
of it and giving exelm ive privileges for the 
erection of a hotel and telegraph lines and 
running stages or other vehicles through it. 
The resolution was agreed to and the refer
ence made as desired. 

A bill was introduced by Mr. Peck pro
hibiting political assessments. Mr. Pendle
ton spoke on his civil service reform bill, 
making a partisan speech. He was replied 
to by Messrs. Allison and Sherman in the 
same spirit. A large number of amend
ments to the bill were otlereu. 

The senate confirmed the appointment of 
Edward M. Cheney, United States attorney 
for the northern districts of Florida. Regis
ters of land offices: Francis Atkinson, Indi
ana, at Helena, M. T.: Charles Alexander, 
Wisconsin, at Tucson, A. T.; James P. Luse. 
Indiana, at Deadwood, Dak. Postmasters: 
11. G. Ankeny. Corning, Iowa; 
0. F. Hemlrix, Sauk Center, Minn.; 
Charles Mather, Hastings, Minn; Delos Ja
cobus, Crookston, Minn.: Maggie Bail«*v. 
Oanton, Dak.; Charles A. Noyes, liafce Gen
eva, Wis.; Benjamin F. Bryant, La Crosse, 
Wis., Nathan Cole, Sheboygan, Wis.; Wil-
lard Jones, NeenaL, Wis., Robert S. Mc-
Michael, Viroqua, Wis., David G. 
James, Richland Center, Wis. 

HOUSE.—A resolution was adopted calling 
on the president for the statement of the ag
gregate amount expended for river and har
bor improvement since the foundation of 
the government. The congressional library 
bill was considered at great length. T >c 
civil service reform committee reported 
back the bill for the better regulation of the 
civil service. _ 

Wednesday, Iieccmber 13. 
SENATE.—Nearly the entire day was spent 

in the consideration of the Pendleton civil 
service bill. Several amendments were ac-
ceptcd by Mr. Pendleton, ind were adopted. 

The bill in brief, provides for the appoint
ment of a permanent <ommission of five 
members, who shall examine applicants for 
office with a view to their fiiness for the 
desired position without regard to party af-
alli Nations. 

Mr. B.?ck called up his resolution for an 
investigation of political assessments, the qes-
tion being on Edmund's motion to refei 
Beck's resolution and the substitute offered 
by Hale U> the committee on judiciary 
After debate this was adopted. 

_ The president sent the following nomina 
tiors to flic senate. Rev. Charlrs C. Price, 
Illinois, to be chaplain of the Ninth regi
ment of cavalry; 3.O. Bancroft Davis, to ba 
judge of the court of claims; Charles H. 
Chamberlain, receiver of public moneys, 
San Francisco; P. II. Hunt, Kentucky, agent 
for the Indians ot Kiowa. Comanche and 
Wichita agencies, Indian Territory; also a 
large number of minor postmasters. 

Confirmations: llenry H. Morgan, Louis
iana, secretary of the legation ot the United 
States to Mexico; George E. Waring, Jr., 
Rhode Island, member ot the national board 
of health; Commodore Earl English, ckief 
of the bureau of equipment and recruiting 
of the navy. 

HOUSE.—The congregational library bill 
was recommitted to the committee, with in
structions to report a bill for the election of 
a library building on ground belonging to 
th. Uuited States, 'ihe agricultural and 
military arademy appropriation bills passed. 

The committee on appropriations oi the 
house has made excellent progress with its 
work so far. Of the eleven bills to be pushed 
through, live have been r<-ported and four 
have pass*d the house. It is a remarkable 
f.ict that three of the tills—the consular and 
diplomatic, the agricultural and the military 
academy bills—passed without a single 
amendment in the house. 

Thursday, December 14. 
SEXATK.—There was a long debate on 

Pendleton's civil service bill. 
Senator Hoar expressed a belief that the 

passage of this bill would mark an import
ant era in American politics, and would be 
regarded in the luture almost equal to a 
new and better constitution. 

Mr. Brown, of Georgia, denounced the bill 
as a sham and a pretense, declaring it would 
excite expectation and result in di.-appoint-
ment. The cry for civil service reform in
volved practically a life tenur" in office, and 
this system was repugnant to our institutions, 
as it tended to build up as aristocracy wh'ch 
would do very well for England, but not for 
us. Ho called the attention of 
his democratic colleagues to 
the folly of their support of the present meas
ure. They could not expect to carry the 
next election with a law in force prohibit
ing removals. They would elect the next 

Eresident if they behaved themselves, and 
ere they were advocating a measure that 

wouid compel him to k?ep all the republi
cans in office who had been ap
pointed for the pa-- tweilv vr-ars. 

no USE—a. resolution caning on tee secre
tary ofthe interior for information regard
ing railroad land grar.ts was adopted. The 
house considered the post office appropria
tion bill ($43,948,620) the greater part ofthe 
day. 

The only new legislation in the bill is that 
relating to the reduction of postage on firs*-
class mail matter from 3 to 2 cents per half 
ounce, to take effect Jan. 1, 18S4. Mr. 
Bingham, as chairman of the p- st-oflice 
committcc dtlivcied an able and exhaustive 
argument favorable to this ciau-e, 
but was antagonized by Mr. Reagan of 
Texas, formerly postmaster general of the 
Southern Conl> deracv. The latter claimed 
that the reduction asked for would decrease 
the postal revenues upward of $8 UOO UOO, 
but he loun d lew tuj potters lor his theory. 

jFriday, J)*<etnbcr 
£SX*TT.—A ru-o.ution to print 42.000 eop-

Jes of the taritt commission's rejKirt was 
adoptc-d. A very important bill was passed 
during the morning hour, which looks to 
the settlement of a set. of cases which have 
been pending in conurtsw since the beginning 
of this century. They are known as the 
ancient French claims. They are 
claims of American citizens for 
snoii.itions by the French prior to the years 
lst»0a"d reports upon bills for their settle
ment have been made in every congress 
since 1881. Tne amount involved is not 
known, although it i-* estimated to be in the 
vicinity of $3o,<)0 s'MK). computing interest. 
The bli 1 is so fraimd a- not to l>e subjeet to a 
pointof ord-r, since it makes vo appropria
tion, but simply sends the claims to ttie court 
of claims. 

The civil service reform bill was debated 
without action. 

House.—After a long discussion a motion 
that Dr. J. 11. McLean be sworn in as mem
ber of the old Second (now the Ninth) dis
trict of M swuri for the unexpired te/m of 
the late Thomas Allcu, was carried and 
McLean took hi* seat. 

A bill wii.i re[Kirtetl removing the burdens 
ofthe American merchant marine. The 
jtostofHcc bill wa- considered at great 
length and an amendment adopted adding 
$2t>J,0"0 to'lie appropriation lor star mute 
service. A resolu ion orfered by >1r. Diin-
liell wnsa' op'ed, instructing tl»c wayn and 
means committee to investigate allegations 
that internt revenue col.ecton on the 
northern frontier receive 1 .r^e let s from s >le-> 
of blanks, which are not turned into the 
treasury, and are iu t e pay of iiuporteis and 
corporations. ______ 

Saturday, 1 cmiiher t(l. 
S::*ATE - Vfter.-t'ei nous«len,o -ri»'i»objec

tions. the senate by a vote of 30 to 3! t<«tk 
np the Pendleton civil service ref.»nu b.II. 
Messrs. lngaiU and Voortn-es stione in 
oppos«ion an I Windum an f SlierniMn 
in ta-or. Mr. Vonrn»*es. in a short c|>e- < h 
pronnoncc 1 the bill a humbug, andsatd lie 
Sroald. not vote lor it. Nev^rthelcai. be was 

Tor reTorm In tno civu service, and Tie tiaa 
proposed a practical measure for that pur
pose at last session; namoly, an amendment 
to the constitution of the United States, pro
viding that pos,masters, revenue collectors, 
judges, marshals of the United States,district 
attorneys should be elcuted by the people. 
He would not be hypocritical about the sub
ject. If the democratic party should 
come into power it ought to purify tho civil 
service by making a thorough and radical 
change of office-holders, excepting only 
soldiers who had served their country aud 
been iniured in its service. 

Senator Sherman said that ho favored 
three provisions: 

First:—Taking away power to select em
ployes by favoritism, and the pass gi of a 
law that the admission to service should be 
secured by competitive examinations open 
to all. 

Second—The prohibition of removals ex
cept for cause. 

Third—The prohibition of political assess
ment without interfering with the right ol 
officials to contribute voluntarily for legiti
mate political purposes. 

Removals without cause would be very 
rarely made if the pressure ofsena!ors and 
representatives for appointments in the ex
ecutive departments were stopped, and 
therefore he would vote again as he had 
voted years ago, for a law prohibiting such 
interference by members of congress. As 
an executive officcr he had felt keenly such 
interference. 

HOUSE.—Nearly the entire day was devoted 
to the postoffice bill, but no final action was 
taken. Amendments providing special mail 
facilities were rejected. A resolution was 
offered for a recess from Dec. 22 to Jan. 3. 

Slondtty December IS. 
SEXATE.—Mr. Sherman, from the finance 

committee, presented a substitute to the 
house bill on the same subject, extending 
for two years the whisky bonded 
period. The bill amending the 
act to repeal discriminating 
dutic3 on goods produced east of the Cape of 
Good Hope passed. The diplomatic appro
priation bill (i 1,310,755) was reported. 

The Indian bill was discussed. Very few 
changes were made in the house bill. The 
number of Indian inspectors was iucreased 
from three to five with a salary of $3 000. 
The number of special agents was reduced 
from £ix to four. In the item for the Crow 
Indians, $10,000 was put in for the removal 
of the agency to a more suitable location 
on their reservation and the erection of 
•necessary buildings. In the ap
propriation for the Sioux there is a proviso 
to the effect that the patents authorized to 
be issued to certain Indians under the treaty 
of 1S09 shall be of legal client and declaring 
that the United States docs and will hold the 
land thus allotted lor the period of twenty-
live years in trust for the sole use and benefit 
of the patentee. An item ot $15 000 was 
added lor the support and civilazation of 
the Sioux on Lake Traverse and a like 
sum for the Sioux on Devil's Lake. 

The judiciary committee reported back 
the bankruptcy bill, with amendments. 

HOUSE.—The resolution for a rccess 
from Dec. 22 till Jan. 3 was voted down, and 
a resolution offered by Mr. RohesOn, im
posing a fine ot $50 upon any member for 
each day's absence during holiday week, 
was adopted. 

Tiie resolution amounts to nothing and 
two-thirds of those who voted for it unques
tionably knew it. There is a rule which 
permits the fining of a member from one 
dollar to a thousand dollars for contempt of 
any order of the house, and no additional 
resolution could make it any stronger. Both 
the clerk and sergeant-at-arms of the house 
say they cannot stop any member's pay on 
Mr. Robeson's resolution. Members simply 
laugh at the whole farce and say, "We'll go 
home just the same." Few persons doubt 
th^t the regular holiday rccess will yet be 
taken. 

Both houses took appropriate action on 
the death of Representative Orth of Indiana. 

A RAILROAD INVOLUTION. 

Tiie Omalia Railroad Swallowed by 
the Northwestern—New Officers— 
Vaud orbilt in tha Ring. 
The anticipated revolution in the St. Paul 

& Omaha railroad took place in New York 
on Saturday last. Pres. II. II. Porter of the 
Omaha tendered bis resignation, and Mar
vin Hughitt, of the Northwestern was elect
ed in his place. In the directory, all bos-
tile an«! figurehead interests were peremptor
ily retired. II. H. Porte.-, II. R. Bishop, 
Benjamin Brewster, R. R. Cable, E. F. 
Drake, Welles, Fische and Kountz gave 

i placf lo William H. and Cornelius Vander-
| hilt and Augustus S-.jhell, from New York, 
I Wheat, Ketp and Marvin Hughitt 
! of the Northwestern and Messrs. 

Sykes, Twombly " and Spoouer. 
; David Dows, a leading light in 
! th' Rock Island, holds his grip, as do W. 
I D. Washburn, A. II. Wilder and R. P. 

Flower. Mr. Sawyer slid holds his seat on 
the board, but he has been bounced from 
the vice presidency to give place to W. L. 
Sykes, who has also been elected secretary 
and treasurer. 

The significance of these changes is that 
Vanderbiit and the Northwestern were 
forced to take this step to protect their 
own interests. In the recent fight they 
were in chancery, and could make no de
fense nor take the aggressive, as is the poli
cy ofthe company when its interests areas-
sailed. By securing the control of the Oma
ha they could control the traffic 
of an immense area of territory, and have 
a system in magnitude and effectiveness 
second to none on the continent. By this 
acquisition the Northwestern controls about 
the same mi eage as the Milwaukee »fc Sr. 
Paul, and will be able to pool issues and 
earnings on an equal basis. s 

Railr>>a 1 officials do not beleivethechau:e 
will alfcct the public iu any way. The 
Ouiaha h is, during the past few years, been 
apparently a branch of the Northwestern 
running to St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
They knew it was coming some months 
ago, as there was a general tendency that 
way. 

T.ie Omaha company was organized June 
1, 1KS0, by the consolidation of theChicag<, 
St. Paul it Minneapolis the North Wiscon
sin, and the St. Paul it Sioux City railway 
companies and their main lines aud branch
es. Tiie Sioux Ci'y it S:. Paul road was 
purchased and ad led to the system. The 
entire le'"-rthof road and brinches is 1.251) 
miles. Tiiebranchej are U:ver Falls, Still
water, Menominee. North Wisconsin. Blue 
E.irth, Sioux Falls, B:ack Hills, Kock Riv 
er and Niobrara. 

The New Star Route Trial. 
The new jury drawn foi the second trial 

of Dorsey and others was obtained on Thurs
day last, after a great 'eal of difficulty. A 
Washington dispatch gives the standing and 
occupation of each as follows: 

I John H. Crane, tho first juror selected, is 
a well-known commission merchant doing 
busmess in th;s city. He has been engaged 
in business here "tor many years. About 
three years ago he was brought into public 
notice t>y a bitter controversy with the late 
Walter Registrar Cox which resulted in his 
as-uniing the offensive and attacking Cox 
with a cane. This is an indication of his 
impulsive and determined character. 

Kees Evans is the senior member of a 
film of stone cutters. H has always been 
regard das an upright business man. 

Frank Kenshaw is a Georgetown grocer. 
He is a yut.g man and has buil* up quite 
a successful business. He is well and favor
ably known, 

<»*-ori»e P Sheriff 13 another old Vusiness 
man. having been a wood and coal dealer 
here for intttiy years He is aoout fifty years 
of age and highly re-|>ected. 

John H. Wri.on is a restaurant keeper. 
O. C. Green is a w eil-kitowm business 

man -oid a real estate brnker. He is about 
forty-five yeirs of,ig^, of plea-ant address, is 
11 C«tiiO ic. quiet ill u ntil,er, and is said to 
be I*II scientiou- in his character. 

E l«ar l i). Gdl is a dealer in paints and 
oil* He is al-»> known as a good business 
man. 

M chael Korigan is a horseshoer. 
The otlw r members of tlx* jury are John 

Hngtie*. <'Intern e Shiel fg. Jackson Howard 
ami Ma»on l*owi-rv. The Inst two colored, 
the latter being a day laborer. 

I)AK0TA_KEWS. 
Tho Yankton Corauty Business. 
The Dakota delegation on the debt ol 

Yankton county were before the sub
committee of the senate committee 011 

Territories having charge of Dakota af
fairs. Gov. Ordwtiy, a member of the 
delegation, made an argument in bchali 
of the memorial recently presented to 
congress. A bill was agreed upon by 
the sub-committee and will be reported 
to the full committee. It provides foi 
the issuance of 4 1-2 per cent, bonds to 

. take up the outstanding indebtedness of 
the country. It describes the bonds 
and coupons in detail and makes them 
payable at the Chemical Natioaal bank, 
New York city. Italso provides that iu 
case the county officers shall fail to as
sess a tax sufficient to meet the require
ments of the bonds and pinking fund 
and pay the coupons, it shall be the du
ty of the auditor of the Territory and 
the Territorial equalization board to 
assess directlv upon the county, without 
any intervention of the county officers, 
a sufficient amount from year to year to 
meet these requirements as they fall 
duo, or until the county officers shall re
sume their functions, thus making it 
certain that there will be 110 evasion in 
meeting the indebtedness. 

The question ofthe admission of the 
southern half of Dakota was informally 
discussed and the committee seem pret
ty confident that if the enabling act for 
the admission of southern Dakota as u 
state, leaving northern Dakota as a ter
ritory, is first brought forward with the 
proper amendments in the senate, it 
will pass that body and have a fair 
chance of passing tiie house. Tho sen
timent seems to bei gaining ground that 
if anything is to be done about division 
it ought to be done at the same time 
with admission. The: republicans seem 
to be united in tins view. The political 
aspect of the question tends to unite the 
republicans. It is said that Vice Presi
dent Davis prefers to vote for a bill to 
admit the southern half, leaving the 
northern half a territory, rather than 
bring up the division bill first. The bill 
regarding the debt of Yankton county 
will be considered ahead ol the admis
sion bill, and entirely independent of it 

Tlic Turtle Mountain Indians. 
Wash ington Spe ial. 

Little Shell and hU band of Turtle 
Mountain Chippewas had another inter
view with the secertary of the interior. 
Mr. Teller again told them that they had 
no claitn to the Turtle Mountain country. 
He had examined the question very 
carefully, and had traced the title back 
200 years, and could find that this same 
band had no more title to it than other 
Chippewas, because they can claim only 
under tribal title of immemorial occupan
cy, and this tit lethey could not establish, 
The secretary, however, said he was wil
ling to have set apart by executive order 
a township near the British border for 
their occupancy until thev could secure 
homesteads for themselves. It should 
be understood, however, that this should 
not interfere with the rights of settlers, 
and as soon as they obtained homesteads 
the country thev occupied, except such 
as they hud selected to settle upon, 
should be restored to the public domain. 
This reservation would consist of about 
25,000 acres, and would be sufficient for 
their use for farming and stock raising 
purposes. To this tract they could not 
claim permanent title, except as they 
acquired it under the homestead laws. 
He liad, however, recommended an 
appropriation of $10,000 for their sub
sistence and establishment in someway, 
and this appropriation would probably 
be continued until they had' become 
settled. Little Shell and his band do 
not appear to be very well satisfied with 
the result of their visit here, but the 
secretary says be has done all he can 
for them, and cannot revoke the decis
ion be has already made, that the Tur
tle mountain country unquestionably 
belongs to the public domain. 

• ia 
Execution of (ailmoro. 

DEADWOOD, Dak., Dec. 15.—James Lcighton 
Gilniuro was hanged here, in tho jail yard, thia 
afternoon. The liauniug was private, onlj 
officers and reporters being admitted. 

Tho life of Jaruos IcuMtcn Gi'.more, whos« 
tragic and miserable dentil is recounted m forego-
i:ic telegrams, would siffonl material for a volumi
nous book of the most excitieu mid interesting de
scription. Gilmoro was a true type of tho desper
ado. outlaw ind general hard character, found only 
in ttie far West. Horn of liiyhly respectable par
ents, at Steubenville, Ohio, in 1858, 
he very early in ;ifn diifteil West, 
wh<TP, under various aiiasc, urincipal amcua 
which were James Jlav, Wild Jimmy, Teddy Keed, 
James HiilsteaU and James LeitftKun, lie led a dis
solute life, and was almost continuously a fugitive 
frotn justice. In Sctitemher, 1S7!), I10 engag d as 
teains'er with a fri-igtiter rnmiing from i'ioiro 
to Deadwood, mid while crossiqc the 
Si uix reservation quarreled with anothel driver 
n.tnvd Ortez, a Mexican, \vIk,s0 c;it:le had collided 
with Leighton's team. Words only were exchanged 
a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t .  a f t e r  c a m t i i n g  l o r  t i e  
tiiglit Tjeifjliton took a Winchester from 
his wagon and approaching Ortez un
awares began firing, the first bullet in-
flieting a mor al wound: but Tjeightou evidently 
intended to unite sure of his mark, for ho contin
ued shooting until his weapon was empty, each bui-
Ut laiiine effect. Leighton tied, and did not again 
come to the surface until June, 18S1. when, it is 
alleged, lie killed a Frenchman named fiankaux at 
what is known as the Hug ranch, 
on tho Ki'brar.i. Ho at onco muglit 
safety ia flight, but was pursued by L'eut. 
Cherry and a company of the Fifth puvalry. Soon 
after leaving Fort Niolirora, hie lit. Clerry was ns-
sassin-tfixl by a piivato soldior named Locke, aud 
tho command returned to its post. L- ighton 
was soon after atresteJ while crow
ing tlie_ Missouri at r.orr.-, upon suspicii n 
ot being implicated in horse stealing, aed with 
three companions was takwi to Yankton, where, I11 
at empung to break jail, Jaclisou, 0110 ot tho gang, 
was kiileii by the stieriCf, and wliore Leighton's 
identity was established, an5 his connection with 
tho Ortez murder ra»!o known. Ilo was therefore 
brought to Deadwood, tried anil sen
tenced to be haugetl Nov. 1<». 1881, 
An appeal was taken to the supreme court, whiTJ 
the d'-cibion o'the lower coutt was afflrm-d. and 
tuo case remitted back to tho district court. Leigh-
ton was thereupon resentenced to be hauged Sept. 
8, IBS-, but by order of the attorney gen
eral, Gov. Ordway granted a respite of sixty 
diys, rending application for a com
mutation of sentence. President Arthur 
granted a respite until Dec. 15, and declining to 
further interfere, the dread sentence was carried 
into effect as recited. Leighton's parents, a 
brother and half-sister, live at Steubnnville; while 
another brother, an officer in the United States 
navy, is at present stationed in Japanese waters. 
Strenuous efforts were made to save the con
demned man, but all proved abortive. 

A Kfcklnjj Attorney. 
Mr. Packard, attorney for the Yank

ton county bondholder, lias received a 
telesrram from the chairman of the coun
ty delegatioh at "Washington to the effect 
that the consent of the bondholders was 
ueaired before congress could be asked 
to authorize the issuance of the new 
bonds. Mr. Packard denies tliat such 
consent luts as vet been given. The 

1 bonds be regards as a poor substitute 
fbr the money due to the bondholders. 
He will go to Washington and communi
cate t her wish ,;s of his clients to the Yank
ton county committee. 

l>akota Territorial Vows. 
Returned hunters from Devil's Lake 

report intense cold weather and think 
the place is misnamed. 

Tne New England society of the Ked 
River valley will hold a banpiet at Far
go on Dec. 2<i. 

A special from Lisbon says that sns-
pc-ion is daily growing that the mason 

who worked on Allen's house and dis
appeared at the time of the fire is the 
person who set the building on lire. 
N'oone now believes Mrs. Allen had 
anything to do with it. 

Senator Mitchell of Pennsylvania, re
ferring to the decision of Dakota, eavs 
he has personal knowledge of the con

dition of Dakota. The census had not 
touched the etise. The increase in pop
ulation was beyond all comparison. 
They were knot-Icing at the door of con
gress for recognition and he was warm
ly in lavor of according it. 

At a hearing of the Griggs county seat 
matter at Valley City, no evidence lor 
the defence .vas introduced and the 
court bound tho following named per
sons over in the sum of $1,000 each toap-
pear at the next term of the district 
court: P. L. Mc-Kav, E. M. McLean, 
Chester Kingly. 15. Merrihon, Benjamin 
Whitney, J \V. Wheeler, Henry Kappi 
and N. P. Miller. Two of the defend
ants, Peter Eeis and Charles Troot were 
dismissed, the evidence being insuffi
cient to hold them. 

At Lisbon the Rev. Mr, Livingstone 
and daughter have been exonerated 
from charges of immorality. 

.Assistant United States attorney C. S.. 
Palmer, who has been at Devil's lake 
investigating the alleged irregularities in 
the ho'ding of lands,.reports that there 
has been a pystematic snantying of lands-
by speculators, and consequently intim-
dation of men who go there to make ac
tual settlement. IS'ear the end of the 
railroad 3,000 acres have been sliantied,. 
with 110 settler on them. 

Louis Sawdy, the Marion postmaster, 
who was brought oefore the court com
missioner in Yankton 011 a charge of de
frauding the government out of $300 by 
means ofhilse returns of stamps canceled, 

t acknowledged I is guilt and at the in-
I stance of Special Agent Smalls signed a 
j written confession detailing the whole 
circumstance. 

A Milwaukee paper says the Hastings* 
& Dakota division of the Chicago, Mil
waukee & St. Paul railway is lilockaked 
with snow west of Milb <nk, and no 
freight is received at any point for ship-

j ment to Summit, Wauby, Webster, Bris
tol and Andover, as it is not probable 
; these stations will be. open until spring. 
Instructions issued at St. Paul anu Min-

L neapolis that ircight lor the following 
points will be sent via Owatonna and 

: Chicago & Northwestern to Aberdeen, 
| and no extra charge above the orinted 

tarili* rate from St. Paul or Minneapolis 
will be charged, but consignees will have 
to pay cartage charge from Chicago & 
Northwestern to Chicago, Milwaukee & 
St. Paul depots at Aberdeen, Freight 
will then be forwarded from Aberdeen 

j via Chit-ago, Milwaukee & St. Paul rail 
way to dt-s a tion. The stations affec
ted by the or er are Aberdeen, Freder
ick, YVestport, El'endale, Warner, Mel
lette, Ashton, Bath and Groton, all in 
Dakota. 

The United States senate has just 
passed the bill creating an additional 
land district in Northern Dakota, to be 
known as tlx* Jamestown district and 
having its oilice at Jamestown. The dis
trict includes t he country around James
town and Devil's lake, and among oth
ers embraces the counties of Stutsman, 
Kidder, La Moure, Dickey, Foster and 
Ramsey. 

i Agent Burk of Yankton, Dak., tele-
' graphs that he has arrested sixteen tim-
; her depredators. 
j Carrington, Foster county, is now con-
j nected with Jamestown by rail. 

Grand Forks I'laindealer: Ephriam 
Bros, have succeeded in raising $250 for 
the relief of the Russian refugees hear 
Stump Lake, Hart Bros, of Chicago con
tributed $100. 

The yield of wheat at the Sisseton 
agency this season was close to 40,000 
bushels; 4 H) wagons and 150 plows have 
recently been distributed among the 
Indians there, who are inclined to be 
self-sustaining hereafter. 

The Methodists have in southern 
Dakota thirty-three churches with a 
membership of 2.250 and forty-eight 
preachers. 

The Fargo officials have begun a raid 
011 the gamblers. One is in jail and 
several more are expected to be. 

The Sioux Falls Masons will erect a 
Masonic temple to cost $d5.000. 

Early next spring the Presbyterian 
society will erect the finest church west 
of St. Paul costing about $15,000. 

Town lots at Devil's Lake are being 
sold at auction in Grand Forks, Minne
apolis and St. Paul. 

It is believed at Chamberlain, Dak., 
that Agent Parkhurst will be vindicated 
of Irving's charge that he has been 
speculating in government funds while 
acting as agent of the Brules. 

The conviction is deepening that the 
Dakota bills will be defeated in congress. 
If division and admission are to stand 
together they certainly will both be 1 

beaten. 

St. Paul's Itcmarkable Growth in 
1882. 

The building statistics of St. Paul the 
capital of Minnesota for 1882, taken with a 
great d«al of care and without exaggeration, 
surprise even those who were best 
aware of the wonderful growth 
of tho city. The most gratifying increase 
over 1SS1, though not absolutely the great
est, is in the item of business buildings. 
For 139 blocks built in 18S1, with a frontage 
of 0,251 feet, at a cost of $2,330,300.1882 has 
a record of 301, with a frontage of 
10,210 feet, cosiing §.'5.580,900. In 
tho item of residences, the increase 
over last year is most remarkable. For 
1,0)0 residences erected 111 1881, casting 
$l,835,4o0, 1882 counts 2,178. or more than 
twice as many, costing $3,H46,500. This is 
swollen by the capitol, the high school, the 
opera house, and other less important 
striicture-i, to nearly a million dollars, rais
ing the grand total for buildings of all class
es over 2,501) houses, costing nearly iS,500,-
000. 

New Land Odlce IJccission. 
Secretary Teller ofthe interior, decides that 

lands within the limits of grants of a rail
road company to which pre-emption or 
homestead claims, capable ofbeing forfeited, 
had attached at the time the grant took place 
are excluded from the railroad grant and up
on abandonment of such claims the lauds 
do not inure to the company, but, are re
stored to the public domain. He also de
cides that when a person has a filing ia law 
under the coal land law contracts with a 
third party to occupy and work such land 
he must be considered as having sold 
the same and cannot secure the same. He 
decided further that an erroneous entry in 
a register's office, if ordered corn cted,should 
not prejudice the claim of the applicant. 

Death of a Noted Xebraski&n. 
Judge Clinton Briggs, of Omaha, was 

found dead on the railway track near Af-
tor., Iowa, hiving fallen from a train last 
Saturday night and being instantly killed, 
lie was subject to heart disease and vertigo, 
and it ia suppostd that whi'e on the rear 
platform he was attacked by one or the 
other and fell off. Judge Brggs was a law
yer by profession, and one of Nebraska's 
prominent men. He was a candidate for 
United States Senator at the coming session 
of the legislature in January. He was a 
candidate for the same position in 1S<7, and 
lacked only a few votes of being elected. 
He has held several icuportant positions ia 
Nebraska. He leaves a wife and son. and a 
•alnable estate. He has lived in Omaha 
since 1865. 

Four Presbyterian clergymen in Phila
delphia have lately adopted th© custom 
«f wearing gowns in the pulpit. 


