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An ox train of 170,000 pounds weni m-
to Deadwood ou the 13th.

Bishop Clarkson
persons at Yankton on Sunddy

W. G. Rodgers’ house, ten nsiles {rom
Madison, burned on Friday night.
$1,000.

Scares-the-enemy is  iue
name of an Indian who was recently haul-
ed into the Deadwood
much fire water.

The burned out business men of Grand
Forks are erecting temporary huildin:s
and making preparations to rosume hHusi-
ness,

The fellows wio got up last fall's fair
at Fargo haven't paid the horse racing
premiuns and something has 2ou (o be
done p. d. . aeccording to the
men,

Dishonest farmers near Flandrau steal
each other’s wheat, aid wow Niles E.
Chamberlin has been cavght at it, and
may become an mwmate of the new peni-
tentiary.

According to the Deadwood Demoerat
great bitterness of leeling
tween the Spoited Tuil
factions at Pine Jldge srcney, aod tron-
ble is liable 1o ensue at any time,

couirined  thirteen |

|
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The Sioux commission s
arrive 1n Chamberlin next Tuesday and to
thence proceed to treat wiih the Indians
at Lower Brule and Crow Creck. This
will end their Iabors with the Indians,
which they have been generaily success-
ful.

E. T. White, of Yankton, bas received
from James Leighton Gilmore, the man
who was hanged in Deadwood last Fri-
day, a written confession. duly sworn 16,
that himself and another man (name not
given) burglarized White's oflice in the
soring of 1s80,

The Miles City Press siys that frozen
onions were among the commodities auc-
tioned off at tLe pound pavty on Tuesday
evening. Being neatly done up in paper
they presented as atirs
appearance as though their contents had
heen French confectionery,

eapected to

tive an outside

Huron Times, 15:—=Fifty bags of ail
matter, which had been snow bound on
the Hast:ngs & Dukota railway, went
north over the James ver Dranch night
before last.
that had also been blocked on
were shipped north on the same train

Four truck joads of CeXpress
that rond

Gov. Ordway says that had congressdis-
pensed with the holiday recess he s conti-
dent that the bill to adint Dakaota conld
have been reached Now,
however, he thinks the measure may he
defeated vy diiatory tactics in considera-
of measures alicad of it ¢n the calen-

and passed.

dar.

The county commissioners of  Cass
county cut the sherift down frem 75 1o
30 cenls per day, hourd [or prisoners,

and the grand jury resiored the rate to
76 cents. and censured the hoard for their
niggardliness.  The grand jury may cn-
guire into county finance matters, which
are said 1o he in had shape.
The consummation of the
the Northern Pacitic of some 220 acres of
land in the suburbs of =L upen
which mmportant buildings are to be
erected, looks us if St. Pau! had nguin
stepped in ahead of Minneapolis and js
one point nearer Lecoming substantially

purchnse by

Paui,

the Northern Pacific terminus at this
end.
The Brooklyn Press says that Col

Moody became lost on the prairie Satur-
day night, and was very badly frozen. He
will probably lose his toes and perhaps
some of his fingers ‘The cause of his
getting lost was not from the effect of his
drinking too much water.  He was found
Suvnday morning by Thos. Hickey, crawl-
ng on hands and knees. We lLope he
will come out all right this time and won’t
do 80 any more.

Speaking of the causes of the superior:-
ty of the Milwaukee fire department over
that of Minneapoiis, a zentleman remarks
“When the chief of the Milwaunkee fire
department asks for anything to improve
the service, he getsit.  When the Minne-
apolis fire department asks for any thing,
1t is met with the exc ‘Now
what in h—! do vou want that fore” The
Milwaukee iire department costs #101:000
per vear. while the Minnecapolis depart-
ment costs only =44 000,

The Press and Dakotaian says: There
is sometbing pecubarly frontier Jike in an
accident caused as was the following re-
Jated by the Ashton Herald: David Wat-
son mzt with a serious aeccident this
week. While out riding, his horse he-
came frightened at a wolf which jumped
up out of the grass near his buggy.  The
buggy was overturned "and Mr. Watson
thrown oul and drageed under the hugey
for several rods. His left arm is brosen
and he 1s otherwise injured

Y

amation,

The Watertown Courier reistes a hair’
breadth escape in the foliowing: Thurs
day Mr. Will Miller, a brakeman on the
freight train, came near me=ting with a
serwous, if not fatal accident. He got
lus foot caught in the frog of the track
in the yards in front of an approaching |
freight car aud was unable to extricate
1it. He threw himself upon his face off

The Alert
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composedly  read the  resolutions, and
tien reguested them {to “go 1o h-—17
The meeting upon receipt of this reply,
adjourned untii morning to consider
Jobn’s proposition.  If John has the
proper amount of high ground he will
insist upoun iis amendment, and since he
[ Aas Leen tried and acguitted by a jury
| of his peers, all law abiding citizens will
give hiim their symoathy,

In Indianapolls the telegraph compan-

ies have been taxed $2 per pole through-
out the ciiy.
An Old Colony railroad conductor has
into the revivalist business on a
large scale on the line of the Baltimore &
Ohio raiiroad.

Fiftecen additional arrests have been
made 11 New Orleans of parties indicted
by the federal grand jury for violation of
the clection laws,

The Northwestern redskins are again
becoming restuive and inclined to mvite a
winter campaign, which would neither be
pleasant for the troops nor for the Indians
either.

Little Vest of Missouri 1s preparing a
speech, which he thinks will aown Dako-
ta legislation. A mighty man 18 the sen-
ator from Missouri—in his mind.

Lt is charged that when the house of A.
T. Stewart & Co. abandoned Chicago it
Cjumped” a tax bill of $12,000. The
Times remarks that “Chicago should be
grateful thai the house didn’t burgiarze
the city treasury.”  Has the great com-
mercial name or Stewart fallen so low?

President Arthuris to oe brought to
judgment for an early indiscretion. IHe
is charged with haying written a poem
when he taught school. He will probably
plead in palhation of the offense that it
was committed before he had arrived at
the age of discretion. The same plea
would hold good for some of his more re-
cent acts.

The general feeling seems to be that a
division and admission bill cannot pass in
congress but that division alone would be
carried. The people in South Dakota are
clamoring for admission, and they persist
in loading the bill down with their state-
hood. 1f they would lop off that night-
mare to Senator Hale he might not op-
pose the bill.

Deadwood Pioneer: The Indians now
confined in our eounty jail are an enter-
prising trio. They are all in for mnrder,
and one, Crow Dog, the slayer of Chiet
Spotted Tail, is under sentence of death,
still they feel tike turning an honest
penny and have heen engaged during the
past blizzardy snap in sawing wood tor
the residents living about the bastile.
Ol Dog, who is a cripple in one arm, is
the boss of the gang of untutored wood
sawyers. They are doing very good work,
taking into account that mannual labor is
pot thewr fort. Those who have wit-
pessed these noble untutored au their
work, describe their efforts in making the
saw run straigit and raprd as laughable.

The following shows the date at which
the eleven general oiflcers of the army
will retire from active service. It will be
seen that GGeneral Miles will be the last to
retire, o that in the next ten or twelve
vears, by virtue of semority, he will be at
the head of the army: General Sberman,
February =, 1834: Lieutenant General
Sheridan. Juue, 1504; Major General
Hancock, March. 1s84; Major General
Schefield. November, 18¢4; Major General
Pope, July, 1386; Brigadier General How-
ard, June, 1895; Drigadier General Terry,
1502 Brigadier General Augur, August,
1=~5: Brigadier General Crook, July, 1893;

Brigadier General Miles, July, 1893;
Brigadier General Mackenzie, August,
1864,

Thomas James, founder of the Chicago
system of narrow guage railroads, pro-
poses to build & similar system in Central
Dakota, lo be known as the Missour:,
Bismarck and Yeliowstone narrow gauge
railroad. The route of the main line will
start from some point on the Miisouri
river, probably Chamberiain, thence
northward through Hand,Faulk eounties,
and from those pointstend slightly northe
west to Bismarck and the Yellowstone
country. A number of proposed branches
are being contemplated, but no deflnite
plans as to their location have yet been
decided upon. A, B. Melville, of Huron,
recerved a Jetter  from  Mr. James
Saturday night, in which he said that
more than half of the stock had been
taken and that grading would begin at
Miller or St. Lawrence by the 18t of June
next.

Advices received at the Indian office,
dated Dec. 4, coming through regular
military channels, report that the Milk
River country, in Northern Montana, 1s
overrun with half-breeds, Crees, and
Lower DBrules bands of hostile Sioux In-
dians, also that the Yankton Indians,
and possibly others, were obtaining arms,
ammunition and whisky in unlimited
quantities at Norris Place, thirty-five
mules above Dry Forks, Mont., and that |
a collission bhetween the troops and these

take this horse stealing busineas into thew
own hands before the theives are forever
routed out. Desperate cases require des-
perate remedies, and these must now be
classed under that heac,

A hospital for disabled railroad men |
will shortly be eststablished at LaCrosse. |
Tom Bryant has been arrested at Maid-
cuville for stealing horses at  Wilder’s
landing.

Skilled miuners are called for i the
Black 1Hills, and are promised double
wages n the spring.

The D. .J. Spaulding flour mills at Black
River Falls, Minn., was destroyed by fire
Friduv morning, at a loss of 60,000,

The Russian refugees in Grand Forks
are now well supplied with clothing and
provisions and can withstand the severest
weather.

The “Ace of Clubs” at Fargo hand-
somely entertained the Miss Leonora
Austin party on the oceasion of its ap-
pearance in that city.

The tracklayers on the Canadian Paci-
fic railway are within seventeen miles of
Maple Creek, which is the limit of opera-
tions for the winter.

Ludwig Rocechei of Miwaukee, was
clubbed into insensibility by his crazy son
and wife, and then taken out and hung
to & sapling. The body was found Fri-
day.
The organ ot the opposition at Oshkosh

LOCAL AFFAIRS. |

Railroad Mceting Last Night. i
From Monpay's Daily.
Pursuant to previous announcement the ;
board of trade held a meeting at the oflice ;|
of Allen & Dodge last nighr which was
largely attended. The object of the
meeting  was  to  hear the report
of the railroad committee and act up-
on it. Committee reported and after a
discussion of the report it was accepted, |
and the secretary directed 1o open books
for subscription Lo the capital stock Dec.
26th and hold same open until January
12th when the subseribers will meet to|
elect incorporators. The feehng was har-
monius on the subject and everything
bids fair for the success of the enterprise.
Mr. Klaus made the following proposi- |
tion:

Jasmestows, D. T. Dee. 22, 1852,
To the cit zens and property owners of

Jamestown, D. T:

GENTLEMEN:—L propose to erect the
coming vear a hotel large enough to nce-
commodate the needs of the traveling pub-
lic, the building to be ot stone and brick,
and not less than three stories high above
the basement, and have a frontage on
Front street and Fifth Avenue of not Jess
than 240 feet and it may be 200 feet, and

have not less than 90 rooms, tor parlor
aud sleeping rooms. on the second :uuli
third floors, and a dining room 40x60, of- |
fice and readinz room, wash room and!
kitchen on first tloor. "T'he whole; build- |

has discovered that Isanc Stevenson, con-
gressman-elect in the Ninth Wisconsin,
is an ahien and inecligible to serve his con-
stitueney in cingress.

Register Letcher has filed Jus answer
with Secretary Teller to the complamts
set forth agamst lam as register of the
Mitchell Jand oftice. e alleges good
faith in all his official acts.

It 1s reported that Willis Drummond
Jr., las resigned the position of land
commissioner of the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul, and has gone into the real
estate business in Chicago.

Congressman Guenther of Wisconsin
has intreduced a bill in the house provi-
ding for the sale of eertain timber on the
lands reserved for the Menominee In-
dians. A similar bill is pending in the
senute.

The Grand Forks News telis of a runa-
way couple on the train between that city
and Fargo. The male fool was about 40
years old, and the other one seventeen
They were evidently ufraid of pursuit,
and abandoned the train.

Sand-bagging and robbery are constant-
ly scoring fresh triumphs in Chicago. If
the police force ot the city is reorganized
many more times with great tlourish of
trumpets, life will be as insecure in Chi-
cago as 1 a base ball field.

A suit was commenced Friday in the
supreme court against the Union Pacific
1ailroad by Oswold Leo. The relief
sought is to enjoin the company from
using or applying the company’s earn-
ings or assets to the mamtenance of other
roads.

Delegate Pettigrew thinks if the Wash-
burn bill to repeal the pre-emption law
fails to pass, then the present law should
be so amended as to require applicants to
to take oath they are taking the laud for
the purpose of a home, and not for specu-
lative purposcs.

The grand jury at Big Stone City failed
to find an indictment against J. D. Wade,
the alleged forger of a county warrant,
but did find indictments azmnst three per-
sons, names not made public, but sup-
posed to be those who attempted to put
up the job on Wade

Up to Dec. 15, 9,645 miles of new rail-
road have been constructed this year,
against 7,601 miles reported for the cor-
responding time last year: 5,836 miles in
1880; 3,594 miles in 1879; 2,243 miles in
1877: 2,2831n 1876. This year’'s mileage
is more than one-fourth greater than that
of 18s1.

T he Sioux commigsion expects to tinish
its work by February 1st.
an agreement with 20,000 Sioux for the
cession of a portion of their great reser-
vation, and may easily be expected to
secure the acquiescence of the remain-
g 1,800 noble red men yet to be con-
snlted.

Wabpeten, Dak., furnished a court
room tragedy Saturday. 8. E. Newton
being arraigned on a charge of ravislung

pleaded not guilty, and was immediatcly
shot in the chest with fatal effect by the
girl’s father. There will not be a super-
ahundance of popular regret, should the
guilt of Newton be estabhished.

Grand YForks News; Capt. Heerman’s
boat, the Minnewaukan, is now at Bart-
lett,and will be hauled overland this
week. He is talking of putting two boats
on the Jake, and spoke to lLieut. Creel
about the feasibility of bringing the
steamer Saucy Kate, the fastest steamer

Indians was apprehanded. I1 is stated at
the Indian office that the most of the in- |

steps were taken some days ago, when

7 |
from obtaining arms, ammunition, etc.,at |
the different trading posts 1n that sec-

tion.

thieves are operating all through the !

|

numerous and the country so favorable

the track with a view of saving as much
of his body as possibie from crushing by |
the approaching wheels, but as zood for- |
tune wonld have it, the brake of the car |
struck his foot just ahead of the wheels
and knocked if from its fastening in the
frog, thus saving j1s being crushed to |
mtoms. A severe wrenel,ing and a few |
bruiscs were the only damage Jone. |

|
|

ively, evolyed a series of rosolutions at a
vociferous public meeting, and by a com-
mittee of fearless ¢itizons these revolu-
tions were earried 1o doha Tramiul!, the
man recently acquitted under an in-
dictment for the murder of Jicoh Book,
asking or ratber demanding that John
occupy but twenly minutes in leaving

Jdendap. The Pioueer reiates that John

for their nefarious caliing that the coun-
try authorities are almost powerless to |
prevent their operstions or arrest the |
members of the different gangs. We do
not like to advise a departure from the

| laws of the country, but we believe these | conducting the revival.

eniminal bands wih never be got entirely |
rid of until the settlers organize and hunt

thoss who are not decorated with a hemp |
necktie Wil Kes the country in dread of |
the just vengence of an gutraged people. |
It is a physical impossibility for the |
sheriffa and two or three deputies to !
guard sach a lot of territory as they have |
supervision of, no matter how energetic !
and true men they may be. We cannot |

help thinkiug the people will bave 0 |

truders are Canadian Indians, and that | Jocomotives for the Canada Southern, and

for thirteen new locomotives, twenty pas-

the department was first advised of their | S¢PB®T and two dimng cars for the New | we grant,and ought to occupy a page in al
presence in Montana; to prevent them | York Central. This order will make an | primer for little school children, for they |

It has effected !

a girl 1n his employ, named Emma Nash, |

| diligent perusal of the columns of the

on Lake Minnetonka, to Devil's Lake [0y S Tcecing miomey we mve the
# 4 N § AC.

1

Orders were given last week for 750 ,
= | upon any *treet or alley in the village of James. |

for the Miehigan Central, for twelve new { town fas“er than at the rate of «ix niles sn hour,

| ing to Le heated by steam and to be afirst-
class building in all respects and to co t)
[ not Jess than §%0,000 including furniture |
| (aside from and not including price of the |
( lots), providing the citizens of Jamestown |
: will pay the amount of three per cent)
{ interest on one-half th- estimated cost,
! namely, on §40.000 for five vears, which
famounts to 6,000, If thhs amount is
raised between this day and the first of
January, 1883, 1 will change the plans
for the building, as now intended, into a
hotel building as described in the forego-
mg proposition, 1 also think such
building ought to be exempt from village
ana city taxes for five years and have a
proper sewecrage bmlt to the river west of
Fifth Avenue by the property owners on
said street.
i Respeetfully Yours,

A. Kravn.

It was moved and adopted (hat the
foregoing proposition be reeeived and
! that the Chair appoint a eommittec ot
| three to sce ahout raising the money.
Chair appointed as such committee: .

H. Burke, Thos. Lloyd, and G. W. Ven-
num, and the enterprise awaits theiwr
reports.

The *‘Leading Attorney.”

In the interests of the public the Alert
the other morning took occasiou to re-
buke the adamantine check of William
| C. White in attempting to force himself
tupon the village board to draft the new
| city charter for Jamestown, and showed
! wherein the gall of Wilham consisted in
Etho presumption of doing such a thing in
the face of his official blunders as city at-
tornev. This well mecant reproof, instead
of being received in the christian spirit in
which it was given, arousced William’s
ungodly nature to such a pitch that his
flaxen locks, which are usually parted in
the middle with such mendian accuracy
and tonsorial taste, stood out like the
quills of a porcupine. In this condition
jof mind he rushed to the Capital office
| and besought the cditor thereof to come
{up to the help of the Lord against the
| mighty Alert.

As a result of this conference the Cap-
tal came out in the evenirg with dyna-
mite in its headhines and **blue law”
| brimstone in a column fusilade of vindic-

tive Dbiilingsgate agamst the Alerg

! man, the style of which would stir up the

note and menting the rebuke the Alert
gave him.

i sy
CHRINTMAS,

To-morrow 18 Christmas, a day of gen-
eral rejoicing all over the world wherever
the influence of the Chiristian religion ex-
tends. Itis the day celebrated s the
anuviversary of the birth of Jesus Christ,
the star of Bethlehem, whose radiant
hght has spread and expanded to the
uttermost ends of the earth, and whose
character for “going about and doing
good’ has stood for over eighteen hun-
dred years without a parallel in the world’s
history.

2 5 to this being the precise anniversary
of the Inrth of this grand character, this
unapproachable and unimpeachable model
of moral perfection and benevolence, may
not be precisely true, but it is so recog-
nized and celebrated by all Chnstian peo-
ple, and it is immaterial as to precision in
the day or the week or eyen the
month. It was His character, moral
rectitude and transcendent lenevolence
that enshrined His memory in the hearts
of mankind, and not the place or time of
His birth. Even His power to perform
miracles, and for the time suspend the
laws of nature, would only have ranked
Him alongside of Moses and Joshua and
many of the prophets of old. The unap-
proachahle-grat deur and simplicity of the
serinon on the Mount at the beginning of
Ilis public mimstry, stands alone to-day
as the chimax and master-picee of human
lnnguage, and will forever remain so.
Even this might not alone have stood the
test of time, but for being followed by
His example of sympathizang with the
distressed, lifting up the fallen, sorrowing
with those in sorrow, mingling his tears
of sympathy with theirs of grief, return-
g good for evil and blessings for curses,
healing the sick, raising the dead and re-
joicing with them. Though he had
earthly glory within hisreach and heaven
at his command, he was yeta ’“man of
sorrows’’ through sympathy with the sor-
rows of mankind. Be he God or man is
immaterial so far as his example to man
is concerned. By Christian and infidel
alike He is regarded as amodel character,
and the central sun of moral perfection.

Tlus being the character of Him who 1s
commemorated by the day we call Christ-
mas, it is suggestive of the manner in
which 1t should be celebrated. The
shepherds who prociaimed his birth did
so in the words: “‘Behold, I bring you
glad tidings of great joy which shall be
unto all peonle,” kindles a feeling ot re-
joicing in the heart as the day approaches
and culminates in the dawning of the
morning. We feel, or should feel like
rejoicing ourselves and contributing to
the enjoyment of others, by presents or
otherwise as the circumstances may seem
to require. But while this is right,and like
[lim, we must not be unlike him by for-
getung the distressed and sorrowing or
we lose the best half of the celebration of
the day. Remember reader, that it is
more blessed to give than to receive,”
and also remember the aftlicted and sor-
rowing and that “kind words never die

The $80,600 Hotel.

The proposition of Mr. Klaus, the
boomer of all Jamestown boomers, to the
citizens through the board of trade last
night is certainly a very hberal one and
will meet with a ready response hy our
citizens. Such an opportunity should not
be allowed to remain untaken a single
day. With this enterprise secured, the
railroad enterprise in progress to assured
success and the street railway, James-

!cnv.v of the lowest pot house pohtician
York City. It might have been a great
deal worse but for the fact that they had
both attended the regular weekly prayer
meeting the evening before.

They jointly and severally assert that
William is an ““honorable gentlemen, re-
spected citizen and able attorney,” which
led us to examine the docket, and in the
sense of his ‘“‘Jeading” Ins clients into
trouble we do not dispute the assertion.
| But 1t is not with William as a private
| “gentleman, citizen or attorney’” we have
(to do. luthose capacities he would fig-
{ure no more 1n the colnmns of the Alert!
/than any other obscure person and we |
{ would accord him the same importance in |
|the census report as any other.  Person- |

ally and privately we have no occasion to |
i to mention William.

But in the inscrutable mystery of hu-
man events William became village attor-
ney and was the legal aaviser of the board
of trustees, and drew up the ordinances
for the government of the village, and it
is with William as a public functionary
that the Alert is dealing just now, and if
he thinks he and his acts as such are not
a subject of public Jiscussion and crity- |
cism, he will find out his mistake by a

Alert.
As a sample of the ordinances gotten

following, No. 7: |
|
No person shal! ride or drive any horse or horses |

under a penalty of three dollars fipe for every
offense.

That is a very pretty hittle ordinance

addition of thirty new locomotives to the | would not be likely to embarrass the
New York Central and twenty-five to the | teacher by inquiring how the fine could |

Canada Southern equipmert this year.

eastern part of Montaoa, and they are so ’ the greatest religious excitement ever |authority ivthe ordinance for such confine |
The attendance is very | ment. This is a sample of the prescribed

known there.

large and the enthusiasm intense. Many ! penalties for violation of the village ordi- |
of the Jadies have gone in bands to the 1 nances drawn by the “leading attorney” |

saloons and held prayer and song meet- |
ings there. The pastor, Rev. Mr. Miller, |
and Mrs, Hartsough of Sioux Falls, are |

Grand Forks Plaindealer: A govern-|

ment party in charge of J. N. Darling, of |

| them down—make it 0 hot for them | 8¢, Paul. with Engi F
: w0 citize . ¥ 5. ’ ingineer F. T. Hampton
The versatile Mandan citizen. cotieci- | that, like the road agents of early days, | of this city, left yesterday morning for

Goose Rapids on the Jled river, where!
they will make preliminary armngcm:muf
for huilding a Jock to enahble boats to pass |
up and down the river hetween Grand
Forks and ¥argo. Mr. Hampton has heen
experimenting with led rniver brick 1o
see 1l they would answer for the purpose.
The experiment was satisfactory and

thvmhwuuumrm |

| be collected if the person convicted should {

The Benton Press says: Bands of horse | The Methodist Episcopal church in | refuse to P“)'. it. William would say, |
Canton 18 reported to be in the midst of | %€nd him to jail, but where1s there any |

whose front name is William. J
Ordinance No. 9 provides for impound- i
ing certain animals running at large|
within the corporate limits. It provides
a way of getting the animals into the |
pound but no way of getting them out, !
no way of notifying the owner nor of dis-
posing of the animals if rot called for.
The custom has been for the owners of |
stock impounded 1o go to the pound and |
take it away and tell the officers to go to |
h—1 for their fees.

These blundering ordinances indicate!
what kind of & charter Willham wonld
formulate, gnd mngthe face of th e hlun- |

]
|

ders we submit that his solicitation of the |
Job was an exlubition of gall worthy of

|#2econd wind  he

town will start anew in & boom lhat will

| that ever manipulated the slums of New | ¢clipse all others on the Northern Pacific
| railroad. Bismarck has made rapid strides

recently in the boom hne and Jamestown
caunot afford to fall back to a secondary
position, and these late enterprises show
that her enterprising citizens are deter-
mined that she shall not do so.
———— {
The J.enora Austin Party,

Klaus’ hall was crowded last night
with an audience composed of the intelli-
gence and refinement of the city to wit-
ness the entertainment given by the
above named company, and all speak of
itin the most complimentary terms of
praise, The elocutionary renditions by
Miss Lenora Austin were excellent, the
instrumental music by Miss Marie Geist
enrapturing and singing by Miss Euta
Hawkins cochanting, the latter being re-
called several times by the encores of the
audience.  They receive the highest
compliments of the public and the press
wherever they go, and are in every way
worthy of the public patronage and en-

couragement.
e,

The Jamestown Land District.

The house committee on public lands
do not favor the new proposed Jumestown
land district, and the district will not be
created. Itis thought the I"argo district
should not be subdivided, as it is compact
in form. The Bismarck district is of such
a nature that no convenience would be
worked settlers in that district by the new
one.  When the Indian reservation in the
Grand Forks district are opened to settle-
ment, it will necessitate a new district
there, which will be a business necessity.
The expense of the new district is also
another reason for not creating it.—Min-
neapolies Journal.

Bill Cody’s Stery of Custer.

William F. Cody, professionally known
as “Buffalo Bill,” {in conversation with
a Pluladelphia reportes expressed the
opinion that Gen. Custer had died by his
own hand. His story 1s as follows: In
1871 1 was post guard and scout at Fort
Hays, Kan. One evening 1 was detailed

so guide the general from Fort Hays to
{Fort Larned, a distance of sixty-five
miles. The animal 1 rode was a mouse |
*{colored mule and the horse he always

rode was a Kentucky thoroughbred, call-

{ed by the Indians Whirlwind. When 1
rode up and was presented to him he re-
marked that 1 had better get a horse. It
{ would take something better than an old | the dining room girls some valuable pres-

mule to keep ahead of him.

We started,
however, aud for a time 1 had hard work |

to keep up; hut when my mule got his |

left  Custer's

that I showed him a clean pair of of heel
and when we arrived at our destination
he acknowledged that I rode a pretty good
ammmal. 1 met him after that before he
killed himself. Yes killed himself.  The
Indians who were in the fight at the Lit-
tle Bighorn suy he shot himself and from
the Lndian religion I am convincsd they
tell the truth. IHe was the only man on
the fleld who was not mutilated, and an
Iudian will not mutilate the body of a
man who takes his own life. [ think
Custer fought until his brother oflicers
died and, no Reno to support him, he
then died by his own hand and ended the
carcer of asbrave a man as cver wore
spurs.

Not as Goed as Dakota.

Louis Bengon, of Garfield, Walsh coun-
ty wrote to the Minnesota Tribune to get
some information relative to Waslington
Terntory and received the following re-
ply: 1t issaid the climate is muld in the
winter but a heavy rainfall makes 1t un-
comfortable. The soil is good but not as
productive, we take 1t, as that of Dakota
We should judge by the fact of its tardi-
ness in becoming thickly populated that
there is some drawback that we are unac
quainted with in regard to its advantages
but we must not be unmindful that it is a
long distance from the eastern states and
<he Mississpp1 valley and the expensein
reaching it 18 much more than emigrants
wish to spend in seeking new homes. It
is said that it is a good fruit country, and
that fair crops of wheat, oats, barley and
potatoes are raised. 1t also abounds in

soft timber lands, well watered.
—
U. S. Land Ofice.

The following is a statement of the
filings and cash receipts at the United
States land oflice in  Fargo for the week
ending Friday, Dec. 220:

Filings. Acres.

Homestead entries............ 48 7,650

PiCosovssnmansavnssanawesen B8:185120

D. S saaewaesiear 40, 12;000

8D S

Final proofs ....... S 80::185100
Total acreage............. 291 46,560

Total cash receipts............820,175 50

THE ALERT MAN “‘CANED.”
Frem Tuesday'’s Daily,

Christmas Eve when the proprietor of
the Alert had taken his place in the fami
ly circle, and had scttled down 1n his cazy
chair with patriarchal gravity andserenity,
he was notified to put in an appearance at

o’clock sharp, as there would be some-
thing entertaining there at that time,
Arriving at the place promptly on time
he was soon followed by a committee o
the citizens of Jamestown of which
Hon. D. M. Kelleher, formerly a memter
the territorial legislature, was chairman,
and who addressed the Alert man as
follows:

Mr. McClure: For the members of this
committee and on the behalf of the citi-
zens of Jamestown whom we represent on
this occasion, 1 have the honor of present-
ing you this gold headed cane as a token
of their regard for you as the editor of the
leading daily paper of the James River
valley and North Dakota,and for the abl«
and impartial manner in which you have
conducted the Alert for the past year. We
believe yourservices have proven of great
value to us as citizens and hope that you
will accept this slight token of our high
appriciation of that service, and that the
same broad gauge spirit in which vou
have, in your judgment, seen fit to pursne
will be continued in the future.

At the conclusion of Mr. Kelleher’s re-
marks three rousing cheers were given for
the Alert, after which demonstration the
proprietor of the Alert who was all
‘‘broke up’’ by the unexpected ailmir,
gathered himself together sutficiently to

gratitude for the expression of friendship
and esteem it contained and hoped that
he might ever so conduct the Alert
such a manner as to be entitled to the
respect and regards of the pcople of
Jamestown.

The inscription upon the cane was
“From the citizens of Jamestown to
Marshall McClure the mmpartial editor.”
The cane is a sohd gold headed chony,
beautiful and wvaluable, and while the
proprietor appreciates the gift coming
from the people of this town without re-
gard to party or faction, many of whom
haye seen the Alert grow up from a crude
weckly to its present status as the leading
daily of North Dakota, he looks upon it
also as an endorsement of the course of
the Alert in its independence in publish-
ing the news no matter who it hits, and
in giving ‘‘saint and sinner their portion
in due season.” The Alert has taken its
own course upon all public questions and
matters pertaining to the prosperity of
the town regardless of individual
‘‘kickers” either on the one side or the
other, and following events have general-
ly proven the conrse ot the Alert to be

correct. We refer to this, not us a boast
but as a justification rather.

How the Day was Spent.
The Christmas day was spent in vari-
ous ways of ‘enjoyment, and it seemed
everybody did enjoy it in his own way.
Many valuable presents were given and
received from the child’s toy up to the
most elegant and costly. Many family
and social reunions were had aud the
hours spent in pleasant association. Most
of the business houses were closed during
the afternoon so that the employees could
enjoy the festivities of the day. The day
was bright, pleasant and cheerful and the
sleighs were out in full force, several
large outfits of this kind, one of which
was drawn by six horses, and everybody
seemed to be happy and pleased with the
day and occasion. The hotels all set out

Fields & Co's., jewelry store at seven |

say that he accepted the token from all |
who had participated in the gift with |

P ! byterian and Methodist Churches in the

evening for the benelit and amusement of
the Sunday schools, both of which were
very pleasant entertainments and suceeed-
ed in pleasing  the children which was
theiv object, T'he churches were decorat-
ed 12 hotuday attire and all the surround-
mgs were ot the most pleasant character.

We mny i trath suy the duy was well
observed and very appropriately celebrat-
o A mtoxicated but the
comparative number was not so great as

few were

rigid lows against the selling of liquors,
and even in tins respeet. we think there
was nothing to th'dseredit of our prosper--
ousan 1 prospective ciiy.  Nodisturnance
of any sertons consequence oceurred and
no acedlents of any serions nature.  The
heavens smiled on the day and the people
untversally rejoiced:
SRR e ek
Tnequal Assessment,

The Press and Dakotaian calls the
attention of the forthcoming legislature
to the uneqgual assess:ment of property
the terriory and oives instances of the
glanng inequality from the auditor’s re-
port: In counties it shows that
Jands are assessed in one county at §1.32
per acre and in the adjoming county at
s14 64, Loth being of very nearly equal
warket vaiae, Mules in Kidder couty
glo0and in other counties at 240 and in
some as low as 823, These inequalities
exist all along the list of taxable property
and evidentiy should recetye attention of
{ the legislature.  Property had better be
its full value for it does not
addone cent to the aggregate of taxes
and shows much better i the financial
standing of the territory abroad, and the
Alert joins m the demand for a reform of
the basis of assessment.  The assessed
value of real and personal property in the
territory at the last assessment was $47,-
500,000 when the true value was very
nearly $100,000,000. By this means the
territory goes before the flnancial world
at not more than half its actual wealth,
This 1s the biunder a great many of the
the western states fell into in thew early
Gays, and they have never bheen able to
get out of it. A man never fecls so poor
as when the assessor comes around and it
issurprising to rotice how the value of his
property has raised in Ins estimation
when he wants to obtain credit on his
own financial responsibility.  He would

consider 1t a defamation of character to
publish his financial standing taken from
his own list made out to the assessor, and
would prozeente such an offender for li-
hel if he were not estopped from discred
itmg Lis own  statement.  This evil
should be corrected at the tirst opportun—
ity and the system of assessment made to
correspond  with the  actual  value of
property that the name of Dakota may
have due eredit for her value and her
wenlth,  Ltis just as easy to pay one per
cent on ten thousand dollars as it is to
pay two percent on five thousand, and it
shows a great deal better for the individ-
ual and for the territory.

some

assessed  at

N
A Father’s Yengeance.

A Waplicton special to the Pioneer
Press dated the 250 says “E. A. Newton,
agent of the Northern Pacific, Fergus &
Black ILilis Ratlroad company at this,
place, was shot this aftersoon about 6
o’clock by James Nash, a painter and
prominent citizen of Wahpeton, whose
daughter Newton is said to have brutally
outraged on Friday.  The young laay
who, it is claimed, was ontraged is Miss
Emma Nash, a good looking and polite
young miss of sixteen. In a complaint
sworn out by her this morming before
Justice McCamber, she stated that she
had heen working in Newton's family;
that Mrs. Newtou was on a visit and that
on Friday nizht Newton did not come
liome until very Iate, and after she was in
bel. He came into her room, undressiqd,
gotinto her bed and  brutally outriged
hier, in spite of her piteous pleadiugs for
him to spare her.  She was so frightened
and so weak that she Jaid trembling in
her bed until morning, when Newton
again came to her bed and repeated the
outrage. Newton was arraigned betore
Justice. McCumber this afternoon, and
{alter consulting with his counsel, Hon.
[ Folsom Dow, pleaded not guilty. As
soon as the words were out of his moutip,
Nash stepped in front of him, and saying
fyou plead not guilty, do Yyou, damn
You!”m shot him.  The weapon used was a
thirty-cizht caliber bull dog revolver.
I'he ball entered abyut the center of the
chest. Dr. Nichalls, who s in attendance
[ on the wounded man, who now lies on an
[ improvised couchin the justice’s ofhce,
says he thinks the wound 18 fatal.  Mr.
Nash immediately surrendered himself to
Deputy Sheritt Bogart, and is now in-the
county jail. It must be said that Newton
has shown himself a perfect gentleman
every way here, and none who knew him
believe im guilty in thought or deed of
the erime charged againsth im.  The sur-
geon savs he stands an even chance for
life or death at present.  Mr. Newton's
wife was telegraphed at Manston, Mion.,
and will probably be here to-night. Nash

is condemned by all for the act he so
hastily did.

S el
Dakota’s Prospects.

Gov. Ordway left this morning 1n order
to Le present at the meeting of the Dako-
ta legislature, which convenes on the 9th
of January. In reply to an inquiry in re-

| gard to the admission and dwision of the

Territory, the governor said that the
action of the Jast legislative assembly in
regard to Yankton county bonds had been
a great obstruction in the way of any
action in that direction. I'he recent com-
mitlee of citizens from Yankton had done
a great deal towards removing any stains
of repudiation. which the opponents of
admission hat sought to fastcn upon the
whole Territory. This committee had
met the attorneys of the hondholders bee
fore the committees of congress, and pad
offered to refund the entire debt awd in,

to their guasts the best display of luxunies

fruits of the tropical chmate:

fines: and richest feast served in the city,
though the Dakota, North Pacific, Fifth
Avenue and Commercial did themselves
credit in the collation spread for their

guests.  The hoarders at these sotels gave

ents for their faithful attention. and the
Commercial gave a ball at might.
Religlous service was held by the Catl-

thor- olics at Klaus' Hall and by the Epis.
oughbred, and we were compelled to stop | copalians at the court house in the morn-

M'mlotmmwndlu?- Alter | 1ng sud eoncerts were giveg st the Pres-

7 i

| giath state.—Piogeer

terest agamst Yankton county, with m

the market could afford, from the wild ;n :\ ond l;llull as \n‘rung as congressionall
C Ol 4 . .

game of the Rocky Mountains to the | ‘on could make it at a rate of interest

The din. "0t exceeding 415 per cent. provided tha',

ner at the Grand Central was perhaps the ‘ private part.es shonld not be made lia'sle,

or not more than a reasonable rate s gould
be assessed upon the property in sny one
year. This proposition was practically

tagreed upon by the Yankton county com-

mittee and the represenistives of the
boudholders, and wil undloubtedly have
the sanction of the Territorial committee
of both houses of eongress. With this
grest stumbling block taken out of the
way, the people of Dakota will demand
division and admission with an increased
poptilation of 10000 & year until the
pudlic sentiment will compel all parties-
o assent 1o the creation of the thirty-
Press,

18 wsually found in the states of more




