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PRIMARY LAW ABSURDITIES.
The theory of the primary election
law is that the individual members of

a political party shall control the
political party, its candidates and fits
acts. But the North Dakota law

contains a number of absurdities
which were pointed out when the law
was under consideration, the effect
of which becomes strikingly manifest
when the political developments of
the past few months are considered.

The law provides that at the June
primary all the party candidates
shall be nominated by the direct
votes of the party members, and that
in the electlon of precinct committee-
men, the foundation shall be laid for
a formal party organization which
shall consider and determine policies
and carry on the general work of the
party. The candidates are nominated
in June. and the policy of the party
is supposed to be determined and the
principles on which it stands an-
nounced in August. In other words,
according to the logic of the situation,
it {s expected that men nominated for
the highest positions in the gift of the
state will remain for nearly two
months without political principles
and without poliey, ready to accept
at the close of this period of suspend-
ed animation, whatever is prepared
for them hy men over whonse actinns
they have not the shadow of control

The theory that the control of a
political party belongs to its own
members ,was violated last spring

when men of all parties, acting joint-
ly, undertook to influence, and did
not only influence, but actually dic-
tated, In a large number of cases, the
selection of the candidates of each
party, Republicans aiding in the se-
lection of Democratic candidates, and
vice versa. That is one of the scan-
dalous conditions possible under the
present law,

The candidates of the Republican
party, like other party candidates,

‘wers nominated in June. They are not

supposed, according to the theory of
the law, to have had any principles,
or any policy, or any views on state
legislation in the meantime. They
were to walit until August when the
committee nf their party would meet
and notify them and the people of the
state just what they stood for. Tt
happens that in the Republican party
the candidates, the platform and the
party organization all stand on the
rame basis. The same elements con-
trolled in the selection nf each. and
the same {deals have found expres-
sion all the way through. For
that the primary law Is not responsi-
hle. That result was brought ahout
in spite of the primary law. While
the results varied nn the several votes
taken in the Republican committee
meeting on Wednesday, on the vote
which was regarded as the actual test
of strength between the twp factinns,

the controlling element had 23 to the |

opposition’'s 21. Assuming that to he
a correct indication of the strength of
the two elements, the election of two
conservative committeemen in place
of any twop of the more radical mem-
bers would have placed control of the
committee In the hands of the other
group, and the ruling faction eould
then have adopted a platform the ex-
act opposite of that which was actnal-
ly adopted. Candidates who were
known to be in favor of a certain l{ne
of policy, and who were nominated
for that reason, would have found
themselves committed by the formal
action of the party management to
something entirely different.

That this {8 not mere fancy is dem-
onstrated by the fact that just that
condition exists in the Democratic
party. The element of public policy
did not, it is true, enter largely into
the selection of the Democratic candi-
dates, but we have the fact that there
is not merely an absence of harmony,
but open and undisguised warfare he-
tween D. H. McArthur, who was
nominated in June as the candidate
of the party for governor, and the
Democratic committee which has
promulgated the platform of the party
and is responsible for the conduct of
the campalgn.

A similar condition is possible in
any party at any time under the
North Dakota primary law as it
stands.

S —
YIELD EVERYTHING.

In New York city a great strike is
in progress on important street rail-
way lines, and, while the roads have
not been tied up their operation is
greatly impeded, and the city is being
subjected to great inconvenience
which may at any time develop into
something much worse.

In several of the great ocenters of
the ecountry the shopmen on some 22
railroads are negotiating with the

40

other roads, and would subject the
general public to great inconvenience
and loss.

We have not before us the prece-
dent established by most distinguish-
ed authority. When it became prob-
able that the railroad lines of the
country would be tied up unless the
demands of the trainmen were grant-
ed, the president of the United States
very properly stepped in for the pur-
pose of averting the calamity which
would have been involved in a great
strike. The means which he adopted,
however, were somewhat pecullar.
Without anything resembling the in-
vestigation which is always consider-
ed necessary in the settlement of local
disputes of even the most trivial char-
acter, the president decided the case
off-hand in favor of plaintiffs, at the
very outset of the proceedings placing
behind the demands of the men the
tremendous prestige of the national
government. That method had, at
least, the merit of simplicity. With-
out Investigation the president de-
clared that the major demands of the
men-—those for the elght hour day
without reduction of pay--—were just,
and must he granted. He demanded
that the roads vield to his decision.
When this was refused he placed the
whole matter before congress, and by
the action of the president in prej-
udicing the case in the first place,
and by his insistence in the second
place, congress was dragooned into
passing, within two days, legislation
which may be right or wrong, wise or
foolish, but which, whether right or
wrong, must exercise a profound in-
fluence on the welfare of one hundred
million people. Following that courge
it is obviously the proper course for
Mayor Mitchel, of New York, to de-
clare that the demands of the men,
whatever they are, must be granted.
The strike is a bad thing for the eity
of New York. It ought to be ended
The quickest way to end it {s to force
the companies to vield to all the de-
mands of the men. e

Similarly, in connection with the
demands of the railroad shopmen. If
the two parties (o not reach an agree-
ment, and the country faces the pros-
pect of a strike, the government must
take a hand to prevent it. And why
should the shopmen fail to press their
demands to the last extremity when
they have hefore them the experience
of the trainmen in a similar case?
Manifestly, the ex parte decision of
the president in the former case af-
fords the shopmen ample warrant for
persisting in their demands. And,
when the demands are pressed, and
the country faces the possibllity of
grave trouble from that direction
what ean the president do but what
he did before? _\What course will he
open to him other than that of sus-
taining the demands for the ghorter
day and the higher wage, likewlse
without investigation.

The logical result of the president’s
action is to encourage the making of
demands, reasonable or otherwise, for
whatever their fancy may dictate, by
large groups of employes, in the ex-
pectation that, under the threat of
paralysis of the nation's means of
transportation, the tremendous power
of the government will be brought to
bear to force submission to whatever
demands are made.

This is the fruit of what has been
planted. It may be a long time be-
fore the full harvest is gathered.

STATE SOCIALISM.

Bo far as the official records go the
state of North Dakota s definitely
committed to a policy of soclallsm. We
may approve or disapprove of that,
and those of us who are not convine-
ed of the wisdom of soclalizing our
government and communizing our en-
terprises may console ourselves with
the thought that the action taken by
the majority at the primaries and by
the state committees of the two par-
ties is to be interpreted, not literally,
but with qualifications and reserva-
tions. But the fact remains that with
one exception al] the candidates of
the Republican party, at least, were
nominated because of their approval,
expressed or implied, of doctrines and
policies frankly sociallstic in charac-
ter, and the platforms promulgated by
both purty committees constitute a
formal and offlcial acceptance of
thoss doctrines and an explicit accept-
ance of those policies.

It 18 just as well that these facts be
faced. The facts are there, and it wil]
do no good for us to close our eyes to
them. Those of us who are on the
ground, and who understand some-
thing of local conditions, of political
rivairies among individuals, of politi-
cal ambitions which are entertained,
of the tendency of men seeking places
of public trust to keep their ears to
the ground and to do the thing that
seems most likely for the time bheing
to yield them the most votes, may ap-
ply our own methods of interpretation
to what has heen done, and when we
do this we will discount much that
has been said, and much that has
been written. We may conclude that
politicians do not always mean all
they say, and that not all the planks
in a political platform are to be taken
at their full face value.

But, while this is true of the esti-
mate which we of North Dakota may
place on the political developments
of our state, the formal expressions of
our public men, political candidates,
members of state committees, and oth-
ers holding official positions, will be
accepted by the country at large as
defining accurately the attitude of the
state. And, applying the only stand-
ards available to them, those outside
the state who have husiness relations
with our people can arrive at no con-
clusion save that the state of North
Dakota has determined to plunge into
& series of soclalistic experiments on
a scale hitherto witnessed In no other]
part of the United States. For good
or i11, as the world will see us, we have
taken our stand.

———— .

Luke MoLuke's statement that *“a
liar makes the best husband” is go-
ing the rounds of the newspapers with
a persistency ‘nctor than such a dis-
tressing idea deserves.

Pembina, N. D., Sept. 9.—Miss
Katherine Kneeshaw returned home
Tuesday evening after spending three
weeks visiting friends in Grand
Forks.

Mrs. Charles LaFond's sister, Mrs.
Moran, and her daughter have been
visiting with Mrs., LaFond during the
past week.

Mr. and Mrs. H. B. Spiller of Cav-
alier motored to Pembina on Tues-
day. They returned home the same
evening, taking John Campbell home
with them for a short visit.

The Methodist Ladies’ Aid was held
at the home of Mrs. F. M. King on
Wednesday afternon.

Mrs. Chisholm and Jack motored
over to Cavalier, spending BSunday
with Mrs. H. B. Spiller.

Mr. and Mrs. J. D. Winlaw were in
town on Monday.

G. W. Fairbairn of Winnipeg spent
Sunday and Monday with his family.

John Campbell arrived Monday
from Manitoba to spend a short time
visiting old friends.

Miss Pauline Harris, who (s to
teach at M(‘.Arﬁhur this year, began
her first term Monday.

Mr. and Mrs. W. W. Maynes of Do-
minion City, Mrs. H. A. Campbell and
little daughter, Clara, of Emerson, W.
Lynch of Winnipeg and his brother,
Charles Lynch of Poughkeepsie, N.
Y.. motored to Pembina from Domin-
fon City on Monday.

Mrs. John McCaffery of Cavaller
was in town Thursday. She left for
Winnipeg Friday morning.

Mr. Miller, who used to be a resi-
dent of Pembina, arrived Wednesday.
She will remain for a while as the
guest of Mrs. Charles Cavalier. She
{8 on her way home to Boston. after
visiting her daughter, Mrs. George
Forster, in Seattle.

Miss Evelyn Heneman left Friday
morning for Landborn, where she
will teach during the coming year.

Fred Wardwell left for Grand
Forks Friday morning.

Miss Laura Douglas left Friday for
Langdon to resume her teaching
there.

Mr. Morell of Cherokee, lowa, who
has been the guest of Mr. and Mrs.
Robowski, left for home Tuesday
morning. Mr. Robowskl accompan-
fed him as far as Minneapolis, return-
ing Friday morning.

Tuesday was an ideal day for the
Methodist Sunday school picnic. The
grove by the river made a delightful
place to spend the day. The little
folks enjoved the games and every-
body had an enjoyable time,

Miss Murphy of Grafton has been
the guest of Miss Mabel Aylen.

Attorney E. T. Conmy of Fargo ar-
rived Wednesday to attend his sister's
wedding.

Miss Martha Conmy, who has been
vigiting her brother, F. T. Conmy, of
Fargo, returned home Wednesday.

L. Bauer of Crosby, Minn., has bheen
the guest of Mr. and Mrs. E. W. Con-
my.

The Misses Mary amz Josephine
Cassin of Manitoba, are the guests of
Mrs. E. W. Conmy. |

Miss Ethel Ottom left for Grafton
Thursday morning, where she will be
confirmed in the Unitéd  Lutheran
church on Bunday.

Harry Delmer of Mirneapolis was
in town the first of the week.

Miss Wilhelmina Feldmann left for
Bowesmont the first of the week,
where she will teach during the com-
In&ochool year.

iss Gladys Harris is visiting
friends in Manitoba. .

Mrs. Hugh McKay of Winnipeg is
visiting her mother this week.

Mr. and Mrs, D. R. Hutton of Win-
nipeg arrived Thursday morning and
will spend.the week end as the guests
of Mrs. Hutton's uncle, Judge W. J.
Kneeshaw.

Raoul and Hector Branchaud mo-
tored over from Cavaller Sunday to
spend the day with their mother and
sisters. Miss Cella Chale accompanied
them from Bathgate.

The chicken season is again open
and in spite of threshing and a scar-
city of chickens a fair number were
brought home,

On September 7, Roman Catholic
Church of the Ansumruon was the
scene of an exceedingly pretty wed-
ding when Rose Kathleen Conmy was
united in mariage to Dr. Francis Far-
rell Dolan of Willow City by Rev.
Father Van Meir. The ceremony took
place at 6 o'clock in the morning after
which low mass was celebrated. Miss
Mary Cassin sang ‘‘Oh, Promise Me,"
and Bart Conmy sang Ava Maria. The
bride, who was unattended, was given
away by her father, E. W. Conmy.
The groom was attended by L. Bauer.
The bride wore a gown of ivory taf-
feta, with a vell. She caried a show-
er bouquet of bride's roses and lillies
of the valley and a heautiful handker-
chief of Irish needlepoint and made
a very charming bride. The church
was beautifully decorated in green
and white. After the ceremony the
wedding party sat down to a course
breakfast, served by four young ladies
under the supervision of Miss Leona
Heneman. The young ladles were
Miss Leilla Harvey, Miss Grace Ey-
ford. Miss Kathryn King and Miss
Luella LaMoure. Dr. and Mrs. Dolan
left on the morning train for Willow
City. They will spend a short time
camping in the Turtle mountains be-
fore they begin housekeeping.

LUTHERAN HOSPITAL
TO GO TO WILLISTON

Crosby, N. D., Sept. 9.—Lutherans
of Northwestern North Dakota will
establish a hospital in Williston,
plans being placed under way at a
conference of the TUnited Lutheran
Ministers' agsociation of the Williston
dlistrict, held here,

In promoting the hospital plan, a
general committee will be created,
and the appeal for financial support
will not be restricted to the United
Lutherans alone, but to all Lutherans.

Williston, because of its location, is
regarded as an ldeal center for the
proposed institution.

Graftoh, N. D, Sept. 9.—F. H.
Sprague returned Thursday from
Bismarck where he spent a few days
on business.

Miss Mae McKenzle left Sunday
morning for Pittsburg, Pa., to be an
instructor in music in a college there.

Miss L. Juell arrived last week from
Minneapolis and has hocepted a posi-
tion in the Chicago Store.

Mrs. Jas. Prentice left Monday for
Minneapolis to spend a couple of
months, -

H. G. Sprague and family autoed to
Walhalla on S8unday.

Mrs. Al. Mahler returned on Tues-
day to Seattle, Wash., having spent
two weeks here attending to business
interests.

Miss Jessie Baer returned on Bun-
day from Chicago where she has
made an extended visit with relatives.

Miss Francis Myers left on Wed-
nesday for Volmar, ldux. to teach
in the public schools. n Monday
evening & number of girl friends sur-
prised Miss Myers at her home and
before leaving, presented her with a
kodak to take west with her.

Miss Ruby Olson returned last 8at-
urday evening from Atwater, Minn., to
resume her school work at the Insti-
tution for the Feeble Minded. Miss
Etta Hoge, who spent her vacation
at Winona also returned on Saturday.

W. R. Blakley . returned Monday
from Minneapolis where he attended
the National Jewelers' convenmtion.

N. D. Erie went to Minneapolis on
Monday evening on a purchasing trip.

A class of twenty will be confirmed
at the United Lutheran church next
Sunday morning.

Miss Le Otto Hostetter spent .last
week at Drayton as the guest of Miss
8tella Newans.

0. U. Sundahl of Winnipeg spent
several days here during the week
with relatives.

Miss Harriett DePuy went to Minto
on Monday to visit at the home of
her grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. 8. D.
Thomson.

Miss Lillian Jones left last week
for Grand Forks where she enrolled
at St. Michael's hospital as a student
nurse.

Miss Helga Thompson .visited In
Grand Forks on Thursday and Friday
with friends.

Miss Theresa Hall returned Satur-
day evening from Dunseith and Grand
Forks where she spent the past two
weeks,

Earl Mead returned on Wednesday
from Cavalier, having spent several
days there with friends.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Vick autoed
down from Cavaller on Monday last
and visited with friends.

Miss Anna McGlinch came up from
Minto on Friday to spend a few days
with Mrs. H. C. De Puy.

Misses Nellle and Dalma Hanson
went to Grand Forks on Thursday
and spent the day.

Miss Ann’ Nelson left on Wednes-
day for Park River, accompaning Miss
B. Hassell home,

Mrs. W. J. Mulloy and niece, Miss
Mary Mulloy left on Th even-
ing for Minneapolis. -

Mrs. Ben Courtney and daughter,
of Grand Forks and Mrs. Frank
Devlin of Bt. Paul returned to Grand
Forks last Saturday, having visited
with Mrs. G. W, Mclntyre.

The following received teachers'
certificates having passed the August
examinations: Verna Jacobson, Adah
Jorandby, Matilda Desautel, Francis
Reynolds of Grafton, Clara Hammer-
stad and Laura Monson, Edinburg:
Harvey Ferguson, Myra Kohmen,
Barbara Martineck and Duncan Mc-
Lean of Park River; Mina Bellstad,
Conway; Marie Beauchamp, Bibiane
Morin, Louise Morin, Oakwood; Lau-
retta K. Foley and Laura A. Coffey,
Minto; EfMe Gliroy, Drayton; Bessle
M. Hobbs, Forest River.

Mrs. Pete Bpeton of Carmen, Mani-
toba, is visiting here with relatives.

Misses Emma and Ida Gullickson
returned last Saturday from Bt. Paul
where they enjoyed a boat trip to St.
Louls and return,

Miss Lols Tombs left Friday for
Buffalo, N. D.,, where she will teach
in the public schools.

WOULD PREVENT
EXTENSIVE PAVING

Bismarck, N. D., Sept. 9.—Action
to prevent the city commission of Bis-
marck from entering into contracts
for laying paving that will cost about
a half million dollars, was heard to-
day by Judge Nuessle, of the district
court. The action I8 brought by O.
H. Will and others, and it is main-
tained that the improvements antici-
pates unconstitutional confiscation of
property.

It is also maintained that in some
instances, there is not sufficlent prop-
erty represented in the petitions pray-
ing for the work, to warrant the ex-
penditure.

Bids are already in the hands of
the city commission for the proposed
operations.

LOSES END OF NOSE
IN FIGHT AT MANDAN |

Mandan, N. D, Bept. 9.—His nose
sliced off as clean as though with a!
surgeon's knife, and with two deep |
gashes In his check, Archie Reynolda.i
police officer, I8 laid up at a local hos- !
pital, as a result of a fight in the Man- '
dan fire hall. The battle was the
climax of a soclal party indulged in
by firemen and their friends.

Adelbert Heinz was Reynolds' op-
ponent, and It is sald that a glass
tumbler, hitting Reynolds In the face,
caused his Injury.

A disease germ can do more harm
than anything else of eual size. Tt
umphs, and still there are. many
things about disease germs that are
not yet known.

ASK THAT MORTON
COUNTY BE DIVIDED

Mandan, N. D., Bept. 9—Petitions
asking the division of Morton county
and the creation of the county of
Grant, were flled with the county
commissioners  yeaterday. Grant
would be made up of 43 townships in
the southern end of the present coun-
ty, leaving 47 townships In Morton
county.

This is the third conseuctive time
that county division has been béfore
the people at a general election.

MORE EVIDENCE
.AGAINST OLD MAN

Grafton, N. D., S8ept. 9.—Searching
the home and premises of Jacob
Plertsek, the 73-year-old thief who is
serving a brief jail sentence for his
offenses, Great Northern detectives
have unearthed evidence which may
be used in further prosecutions.

It is- now charged that the aged
Minto man had stolen various articles
from the rallroad, much of which
were reclaimed,

During the seven months of this
yvear trogn January 1 to July B1 this
country's exports amounted to $2,.-
926,000,000, or nearly double the en-
tire year's exports in 1909. In July
the exports amounted to $4465,000,000
for the single month.

A Live Wire

A “live wire” in a business sense
means the man or woman who can
accomplish things. A knowledge
of bookkeeping, banking, short-
hand, typewriting, etc., will help to
make you a “live wire."” Many of
our former students whose earning
power was little or nothing before
taking our course, have not only
secured good positions, but have
rfsen to places of responsiblility.
They have become ‘live wires."
Send for free catalog and’find out
how you can do the same.

UNION
COMMERCIAL
COLLEGE

Grand Forks North Dakota
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