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lERMS OF PEACE HD MOT HADE 
«jr ' vi '. , ./ jg.. 

ASKED TO APPEAL TO 
BMANN-HOILWEG HAH ACTION 

KNOWN IN REOSTA6; ARE READY 
TO BEGIN NEGOTIATIONS AT ONCE 

Emperor William Communicated With Commanders— 

Tells Them "to Fight on" Till it is Known 

Whether Proposal Will be Accepted. 

Berlin, Dec. 12.—(Wireless to Sayville).—Germany 
and her allies today proposed to enter forthwith into peace 
negotiations. The proposals have been transmitted to the 
representatives of the United States, Spain and Switzer­
land and also the Vatican. 

The following announcement was given out today by 
the semi-official Overseas Agency: 

"The chancellor (Von Bethmann-Hollweg) this 
morning received one after another the representatives of 
the United States of America and Spain and Switzerland, 
that is, of the states protecting German interests in hostile 
foreign countries. The chancellor transmitted to them a 
note and asked them to bring it to the knowledge of the 
hostile governments. The note will be read today in the 
Reichstag by the chancellor. 

"In the note the four allied (central) powers proposed 
to enter forthwith on peace" negotiations. The proposi­
tion which they bsing'for such Negotiations-'fere, according 
to their firm belief, appropriate for the establishment of a 
lasting peace. ' 

"The governments at Vienna, Constantinople and 
Sofia transmitted identical notes and also communicated 
with the Holy See and all other powers." 

WILSON IS SILENT. 
Washington, Dec. 12.—News that Germany and her 

allies were about to enter upon peace negotiations was 
sent immediately to President Wilson. Speaking for the 
president, Secretary Tumulty said he was deeply interest­
ed, but could not make any comments until he learned what 
reception the proposals receive from the Entente Allies. 

London, Doc. 12.—A Central News dispatch from Amsterdam says it 
is announced officially in Berlin that Emperor William has notified his 
commanding generals of Germany's peace offer, and has informed them 
that it is still uncertain whether the o ffer will be accepted. Until tfiat un­
certainty is ended, the message says, they are to fight on. 

The message says: 
"Soldiers: In agreement with the sovereigns of my allies and with the 

consciousness of victory, I have made an offer of peace to the enemy. 
Whether It will be accepted la still uncertain. Until that ar­
rives you will fight on." 

GERMAN DISPATCIttS GIVE NO 
DETAILS Of TERMS PROPOSED; 
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Emperor William, of Germany, who, through Chancellor von Bethmann-
Hollweg, today proposed peace. 

Peace proposals have been made by 
Germa'ny and her allies. 

•^.cording to a semi-official an­
nouncement in Berlin the proposals 
are, in the belief of the central pow­
ers, "appropriate for the establish­
ment of a lasting peace." 

The dispatches, however, give no 
details as to what terms are pro­
posed. " These were to be made public 
in a speech by Dr. von Bethmann-
Hollweg, the German .Imperial chan­
cellor. in the reichstag today. 

The proposals which expressed the 
purpose of the central powers to "en­
ter forthwith on peace negotiations," 
are included in identical notes from 
Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey 
and Bulgaria, to the representatives 
of the • neutral powers protecting the 
interest;; of the Teutonic allies in hos­
tile countries. These diplomats—In 
the case of Germany, the representa­
tives of the United States, Spain and 
Switzerland—are asked to being the 
note to the attention of the nations 
at war with the central powers. 

The notes also have been trans­
mitted, to the Vatican and all neutral 
nations. 

Teutons Continue Advance. 
In the Held of war the Teutonlo ad­

vance in eastern Wallachia Is con­
tinuing with the Rumanians appar­
ently maneuvering their forces -as 
best they can under steady pressure, 
with a view to taking up a defensive 
line along the Buzeu river near the 
southern boundary of their northern 
province of Moldavia. Petrograd re­
ports the failure of Teutonic attacks 
along the Moldavian frontier and in 
certain Wallachian sectors notably 
northeast of Ploechtl, where the Aus-
tro-German forces are pressing to­
ward Buzeu.' 
. New activity has been developed 

by the Germans on the Franco-Bel­
gian front. They attacked last night 
on the edge of Des Loges wood, south 
of the Somme sector, but according 
to Paris, were checked and driven out 
of portions of advance positions 
which they have occupied. 

RESTORATION Of OCCUPIED PARTS 
OF ill AND FRANCE MAY Bf 

PART Of THE GERMAN PROPOSALS 
Washington, Dec. 12.—Advices from Berlin to the 

German embassy indicate that Germany's peace terms, in 
general measure, propose the restoration of the status quo 
before the war- with the exception of the establishment of 
independent kingdoms of Poland and Lithuania. 

They are understood to propose the complete restora­
tion of the occupied portions of Belgium and France in re­
turn for Germany's captured colonies and to dispose of the 
Balkan situation because of its extreme complicated dan­
ger, in the peace conference. 

fiFRMANTS PROPOSITION INSURES 
HER OF EXISTENCE, Of HONOR AND 

vft 31 

Expect New Attempt * 
to Break German Line 

Berlin, Dec. 12, (via wireless to 
Sayville, N- Y.)—A correspondent of 
the Nord Deutsche Allgelme Zeltung 
with the German army in France is 

li quoted by the Overseas News Agency 
IWt as saying that new attempts to break 

through the German' line must be ex­
pected. 

"British officers, who have . been 
taken prisoners," says the correspond­
ent, "have unanimously declared that 
the chief command will continue their 
attacks until they do break through. 
The French say that the conquest tft 
the line between Arra4 Btopaunie and 
Peronne before Christinas had. beeh 

: promised them, and that a realisation 
of th'.s promise was a matter, of b'ofi-' 

Infant Mortality 
in New York Was 

Reduced This Year 
New Yoork, Dec. 121—'Deaths 

among babies In New York City were 
considerably reduced during' 1916 as 
compared to previous years notwith­
standing the Infantile paralysis epi­
demic, according to^n announcement 
by the Babies' Welfare association. 

The figures for the year Indicate the 
mortality among babies will have 
been one thousand less than during 
1916. During this year, the associa­
tion, which acts M' ,s. clearing house 
for the care of babies, ha* rtaohed 
over ten thousand infants through a 
widely-varied number . ot channels; 
There are' how lit Institutions and 
charitable societies co-<operat|ng offi­
cially with the Bftbles' Welfare asso­
ciation and scpree of others call upon 
Us seplces 'ru^Uat Jo, tips, < 

Berlin, Doe. 12.—(By wireless to SayvUlo.)—The Overseas Vem 
agency reports the chancellor's speech in the reichstag as follows: 

"Chancellor von Bethmann-Hollweg announced today to the 
reichstag that Germany and her allies had proposed peace negotiations. 
He first, outlined extraordinary political situations. TiienJnslsUng on 
achievements of the central powers, including the campaign In Ru­
mania, told of the entente united efforts in Rumania, on the wtiMi i n 
front, and the Russian and Italian fronts. 

"•The situation was serious,' he said, 'but with God's' help our 
troops shaped conditions so as to give us security which now Is com­
plete. If the enemy counted on our weariness he was deceived. 

"The chancellor then said the proposition Germany was proposing 
had the object of guarantee of existence, of honor and liberty of evolu­
tion of the central powers." 

TT»e chanocllor continued: 
"®e most effective precautions have been taken against all Italian 

diversions, and white on the Sooune and on the Gsrso dram lire re* 
sounded while the Russians launched troops against the eastern fron­
tier of Transylvania, Field Marshal Von Hlndenhecg captured the 
whole of wertern Wallachia, and the hostile capital of Bucharest, lead­
ing with unparalleled genlns bis troop* In competition with all the al­
lies, and made It powtbte for what hitherto was considered lmposrfble. 

' "And Hlndenberg does not rest, solitary operations are la pro­
gress. By strokes of the sword at the same time Aim foundations for 
our economic needs have been laid. Great stocks of grain, victuals. oU 
and other goods fell into, oar hands to Romania. TiiiIi lisnwimii has 
began. In spite of the scarcity we ooald have lived on oar own sap-
pUes. hat now our safety Is beyond question. 

Reichstag, by means of the national auxUlary war service 
law. helped to build the near offensive and defensive bulwark in the 
mld*of thegreat struggle," the chancellor continued. 

J Brtilnd the dfjhtlpc Migfthe national work and the stean-
tlo Item at the aatton. woifcb* for tt» comma ate." -

BELGIAN AID 
IS GIST OF 

GERMAN NOTE 
Presentation of Situation in 

Belgium Before Depor­

tation Order. 

Majority Who Have Been 

Taken to Germany Are 

Claimed to be Contented 

Berlin, Dec. 12, (via London)— 
Germany's answer to the American 
note regarding the deportation of Bel­
gians Is confined almost exclusively 
to a presentation of the situation in 
Belgium before the deportation order 
became effective. The note declares 
that there was urgent need of some 
kind of work for the Belgians, be­
cause their Idleness was demoraliza­
tion, and says that the deported work­
ers arc assured of well-being In new 
situations in Germany. 

It is contended that the majority of 
Belgians who have come to Germany 
are happy and contented, with high 
wages and increased personal liber­
ties, and that only those who prefer to 
loaf have been compelled to work. 

The answer declares that .the meas­
ure is entirely In accord w'ith Inter­
national law. \ 

GERMANY'S MOTIVE IN OFFERING 
PEACE OCCUPIES ATTENTION OF 

ALL DIPLOMATS IN WASHINGTON 
SOQflY OF EQffl 

NflllKJ WMISMI 
Representatives from Kleven States 

Gather in Wisconsin City for 
Big Session. 

PREVAILING IN 
j 

Fro® 

Office Awaits Terms Be­
fore Commenting. 

London, Dec. 12.—The foreign of­
fice today informed the Associated 
Press that it is unable to discuss the 
German peace proposal until the 
terms have been received. 

A general note of pessimism pre­
vails in London. One prominent oili-
cial expressed himself to the Asso­
ciated l'ress today as being very 
skeptical that the proposed terms 
would offer even a basis for negotia­
tions. 

RETAIN TO SUCCEED 
JOEFRE IN COMMAND 

Private Advices Reaching Washington 
Apparently confirm Previous 

Reports of Change. 

Washington, Dec. 12.—Private ad­
vices from Paris, received here today, 
telling of the secret proceedings in 
the French chamber of deputies dur­
ing the last week, confirm previous 
reports that General Petain, the de­
fender of Verdun, is to succeed Gen­
eral Joffre in supreme command of 
the allied forces on the western bat-
tlefront, as the first result of radical 
changes In organization which are to 
follow concentration of management 
of the war in a small council, as has 
bene done in England. General Pe­
tain, little known outside the French 
army, was a colonel at the outbreak 
of the war. 

Wausau, Wis., Dec. 12.—Represen­
tatives from eleven of the eighteen 
states in which the American Society 
of Equity is organized, are here to 
attend the fourteenth annual qonven-
tlon ot that society, beginning' today 
and lasting until Friday. The states 
represented are North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Illinois, Nebraska, Iowa, 
Montana, Minnesota. Kentucky, 
Washington, Oregon and Wisconsin-

A "get-together" banquet will be 
given to the delegates tonight by the 
Wausau Chamber of Commerce. 

An attendance of 250 delegates Is 
expected. 

PEACEPROPOSAL 
SENDS WHEAT, 

STOCKS DOWN 
Wheat Broke Over Nine 

Cents on Chicago Board 

of Trade. 

PUT BLAME UPON ALUES 
FOR CONTINUING WAR, 

IS GIVENAS ONf REASON 
Also May be Intended For. 

Home Consumption to 
Relieve People. 

U. S. TO KEEP TERMS 
SECRET FOR PRESENT 

Washington Recalls Recent 
Duma Crisis and Sep­

arate Peace Talk, 

Munitions and Other "War 

Baby" Stock Affected in 
-Wall 

Chicago, Dec. 12.—Wheat on the 
Chicago Board of Trade on receipt of 
the news of the proposals for peace 
of Germany and her allies, broke over 
nine and five-eights cents. Within fif­
teen minutes after the opening today 
the price touched $1.66 1-2. At this 
point buyers took hold with vigor and 
a rally to $1.68 1-4 for May ensued. 
Trading was on a huge scale. 

Stocks Hit-
New York, Dec. 12.—The stock 

market became immediately unsettled 
today on the receipt of the news of 
the Teutonic peace proposals. Muni­
tions and shares of other companies 
which have profited by the war were 
most affected, Bethlehem dropping 26 
points. 

BRIAND CABINET READY 
French Premier Announces That He 

Has Completed Body—To An­
nounce Personnel Tomorrow. 

Paris, Dec. 12.—Premier Briand 
today announced that he had com­
pleted reconstruction of the cabinet 
and that the list will appear In to­
morrow's Journal Official. The pre­
mier is expected to make a statement 
to parliament tomorrow. 

ARGUMENTS ARE HEARD 
Washington. Dec. 12.—Opening ar­

guments in the habeas corpus suit 
brought by H. Snowden Marshall, 
federal district attorney at New York 
to prevent the house of representa­
tives from bringing him to Washing­
ton to punish him for contempt, were 
heard yesterday by the supreme 
court. 

Counsel for Mr. Marshall denied 
the authority of the house in the 
premises and reviewed at length the 
causes of the contempt proceedings, 
which grew out of a controversy 
between the district attorney and a 
house subcommittee investigating im­
peachment charges against him. The 
lower court denied Mr. Marshall's 
petition for habeas corpus, directing 
that pending determination of an ap­
peal to the supreme court he should 
remain technically in ihe cuBtofty of 
the house' sergeant-at-arms sent to 
arrest him. ' The arguments will be 
concluded tomorrow. 

PRKMTKR JOCKEY ENLISTS. 
Berlin, Dec. 12.'—Rastenbtrger, the 

premier among German Jockeys who 
won almost SO "firsts" this year for 
the Royal Gradltc stable and who 
cleared nearly halt a million marks 
for his employers,- has at last been 
drawn Into the army: He Is now In 
training as ui> artUlarymaa at Frank-
tort-on-^hs-Oder. 

Entente Allies Make 
Air Raids on Belgium 

Amsterdam, via London, Dec. 12— 
The Telegraaf reports that the en­
tente allies have made important 
raids on various parts of Belgium. 
The newspaper says a dozen airplanes 
reached Zeebrugge, where anti-air­
craft guns replied to them vigorously. 
British airplanes also attacked the 
military works at Brussels, Oudenarde 
and Louvain. Train traffic has been 
impeded as a result of the air raids. 

LLOYDffiORGE 
AND ASQUITH 

ARE ILL TODAY 
No Statement of Principal is 

Made at Meeting of the 
New Government. 

Washington, Dec. 12.—In transmit­
ting the note of the Teutonic allies 
suggesting peace negotiations it was 
stated officially that the United States 
probably will follow the practice in 
such cases and not make public the 
terms of the peace proposals. They 
would be known to President Wilson, 
however, who would examine them to 
determine whether they should be 
accompanied by any word from this 
government. 

Peace proposals probably will be 
discussed at the regular meeting of 
the cabinet this afternoon. 

Discussion in diplomatic circles 
turned to the question of Germany's 
motive in making the suggestion' at 
this time. Despite rumors current 
for some time and officially denied, 
that peace proposals were soon to be 
mstde, the announcement camegen-

"rurally.as a surprise. 
... Ooe prevailing opinion was that' the 
jtierman allies had brought out their" 

• fpiace offer at this time wlth' tKe ex­
pectation making terms' which, 
might be acceptable to the allies cf 
England and in effect might possibly 
cause tlM) British government to yield 

I to the pressure of the nations fighting 
i with her. 
| In this connection the recent crisis 
| In Russia, in which the duma inter-

j ferred to prevent the negotiations of 
. a separate peace with Germany, was 
recalled as an indication of what the 
German foreign office might be look­
ing forward to. It has been acknowl­
edged In entente circles that efforts 
would be made by Germany to con­
clude peace separately with her ene­
mies, but so far all the entente na­
tions have reiterated their determina­
tion to adhere to their agreement 
made early in the war not to make 
a separate peace. 

It was Indicated that while the 
German allies might not entirely ex­
pect that the proposals actually 
would cause a peace conference they 
were not without hope that they 
would, and they were hopeful at least 
that they would be the means of get­
ting the belligerents together in some. 
manner to discuss the situation, and 
this it was expected, would lead to a 
basis for peace. 

In German quarters the British cab­
inet crisis, the coming of winter and 
the lull in fighting are given as rea­
sons for making the peace proposal 
at this time. 

Make Entente Responsibility. 
Among the entente diplomats here, 

Germany's offer was pronounced to 
be of double purpose and unlikely of 
acceptance. The first, purpose, they 
declare is to place upon the entente 
powers the responsibility for contin­
uing the war, and the second is for 
the interna! effect in Germany and to 
give evidence to the people that the 
government was ready to end the 
war, but was forced by here enemies' 
to continue. 

U.S. AGAIN ASKS SAFE 
CONDUCT EOR ENVOY 

V J 
Third Communication Sent England 

and France Regarding Passage 
for Austrian Ambassador. 

London, Dec. 12.—The absence 
through illness of Premier Lloyd 
George and former Premier Asquith, 
the principal figures in the lai? min­
isterial crisis, and the decision of the 
cabinet to postpone until Thursday its 
statement of policy robbed today's ses­
sion of the house of commons of the 
interest which usually attaches to the 
first meeting of a new government 
with parliament. However, a large 
number of members returned to Lon­
don for the session. The attitude of 
those whose petition remained in 
doubt was indicated by the seats they 
took, either behind the cabinet or with 
the opposition forces. 

Meanwhile the new ministers are 
mastering their departments, which 
most of them took over yesterday. A. 
J. Balfour, however, delayed his trans­
fer until this morning when he as­
sumed charge of the foreign office. 
For the moment the foreign ministry 
is occupied, with the problem of deal­
ing with the Athens government 
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Washington, Dec. 12.—A thisd com­
munication was sent today by the i 

state department to Great Britain and 
France regarding a safe conduct ; 
through the allied blockade for Count ' 
Tarnowski, the new Austrian ambas­
sador to the United States. The com­
munication says that again this coun- -i 
try regards the unhindered passage o£' J 

the envoy as part of the admitted " 
right of diplomatic intercourse and' 
reiterates the opinion that the allies ! 
are acting beyond their rights in at- ' 
tempting to hinder such Intercourse 
between this country and Austria. 

As with the preceding note, which 
was sent twelve days ago, the present 
one is very explicit in pointing out 
that this government does qot demand 
a safe conduct for Count "Tarnowski 
in its own name but is merely ex­
pressing what it regards as the inter­
national law in the matter. 

The new note was prompted by the 
feet that no reply has yet been re­
ceived from either England or France^ 
whereas the new ambassador Is ex­
pected to sail from Roterdam Decem-
ber "• •;;; 

Wilson to Rediume Hi;; 

Meetings with Repdileft 
Washington, Dee. 12.—President 

Wilson will resume next Monday Jfeis 
weekly conferences with the Wash­
ington newspaper correspoBdentt,' a 
custom he inaugurated soen after'en­
tering the whits house but abandoned 
some time ago to " 
delloate international 
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