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tact with the water, and some water 
adheres to it as it is removed. This 
fouls the surface of the blocks even 
though they themselves should be 
pure. About the most that can be 
staid for ice is that if one must 
choose between water known to be 
contaminated and ice formed on the 
surface of the same water, the ice Is 
a little safer. ' i 
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PURE WATER. 
The state university has done much 

valuable work in the past in bringing 
to the people of the state a better 
knowledge of the Importance of un-
contaminated water for domestic pur­
poses, and some of the means by 
which contamination is to he pre­
vented. It is a fact, not only in 
North Dakota, but everywhere, that 
typhoid is exceedingly prevalent at 
times in the rural districts. Oc­
casionally a city has a typhoid epi­
demic, but as a rule this is due to 
some special cause which is quickly 
ascertained and removed. But per­
haps for the very reason that the 
lesser density of population in the 
country renders the sweeping epi­
demic less likely to occur, the causes 
which tend to produce typhoid in lo­
calities here and there are permitted 
to contimie for months or years. 
There is an occasional case of typhoid, 
perhaps several; the patients die or 
recover, and for a time there are no 
more cases. The dis--en.se is not traced 
to its origin, and in process of time 
there are other cases from the same 
cause. A well which receives the 
drainage from the surface, or occa­
sionally the contamination of a vein 
of water by some cause at a consid­
erable distance may account for all 
the trouble, but because large num­
bers of people are not involved, there 
is no systematic investigation, and no 
remedying of the condition. 

The university is preparing to cir­
culate information prepared and pre­
sented In a simple manner and in 
convenient form, and this knowledge, 
In the hands of large numbers of 
people, may be expected to do much 
to stay the ravages of typhoid and 
allied diseases. 

It may be worth while to offer a 
reminder -on the subject of the use of 
Ice in drinking water. Most of the 
bacteria whose presence in water 
make trouble for human beings are 
not destroyed by ordinary freezing. 
If a pall of contaminated water is set 
out to freeze, is permitted to freeze 
solid, and is then thawed out, it will 
still "be found, when analyzed, to con­
tain large numbers of active and vig­
orous bacteria whose experience has 
in no matter lessened their power for 
evil. Such water is about as dan­
gerous after as before freezing. 

Freezing under certain circum­
stances does, however, provide a 
measure of safety. Where clear 
block ice is taken from an open body 
of water which has not frozen solid 
water melted from such ice is found 
to be relatively free from bacteria. 
The bacteria have not been frozen to 
death, but in the process of freezing 
they have been excluded from the ice. 
They have been crowded out of the 
ice and into the unfrozen water. But 
oven the use of ice, even from open 
bodies of water, has its dangers if the 
water itself is impure. Cracks form 
across the ice, and water trlckl-s 
through and runs over the surface, 
to be frozen solid with it. In that 
case the bacteria which it contains 
become a part of the ice, and, after 
melting, of the water. Again, the 
lower side of the ice is always in con-

AI'IMJHWTIOV OF THK KKI'KK-
KNDl'M. 

A remark made by Insurance Com­
missioner Taylor in a recent state­
ment affords .t basis for some spec­
ulation as to the real scope of our 
referendum law. Mr. Taylor sug­
gests the possibility that the submis­
sion of a hail insurance amendment 
as passed by the last legislature, and 
should it be passed by the coming 
one, may be prevented by the use of 
the referendum against it. 

The referendum provision of the 
constitution is that all laws save 
those declared to be necessary for 
the preservation of the peace, public 
health and so forth, and passed by 
appropriate majorities, are subject to 
the referendum. On the presenta­
tion of a properly signed petition 
within a specified time, any law, with 
these exceptions, must remain dor­
mant and be submitted to the people 
at the next general election for their 
approval or rejection. It Is assumed 
in the statement cited that a resolu­
tion providing for the submission of 
a proposed amendment, being an act 
of the legislature, is subject to refer­
ence in the same manner. 

If that is correct we would have 
a curious situation. Two legislatures 
might agree on the submission of an 
amendment, and the amendment, if 
finally passed by the coming legisla­
ture, would be voted on by the people 
at the 1918 election. But, if this is 
subject to the referendum, the mere 
filing of a petition againBt it would 
prevent its submission at that elec­
tion, and even if a majority of the 
people favored it. it could not then 
lie submitted until two years later, 
for while proceedings under the ref­
erendum were pending the proposi­
tion could not be certified by the sec­
retary of state for action. 

It does not seem possible that the 
use of the referendum can extend 
this far. The resolution submitting 
an amendment to the people is not 
a law. It is merely an act providing 
in an orderly way for the declaration 
of the will of the people. And It 
would be absurd for the people to say, 
under the referendum, whether or 
not they want to vote on a subject, 
when they could Just as readily vote 
on it at that time and approve or re­
ject, as they see fit. 

MONTANA BANKS 
MAKE BIG GAM fOfi MUIWAI 
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for Mother's Eyes 

A pair of glasses for 
-Mother through which, 
without changing1 them, 
she can see to read and 
sew, And to look at distant 
objects! How she would 
appreciate that! Can't yon 
just see her happy smile ? 

K5K2PK 
..INK flMZ INVISIBLES! FOCAL 

(pronounced 
Crip loc k )  Glasses will give 
hor, Of Any member of the 
fiUmljr who seeds double vi-
«jotf ffiasoee, permanent satis-
uCtiM, 

KRYPTOKS do not look 
«*• WMtyte bifocals, but like 
n&gli *islon glasses. 

We hav» a simple plan by 
S&& can 8T've KRYP-
TOKa tot Christmas. Come 
ta aad lit tts explain it. 

ttetbeKRYPTOK 
Gift 
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COMTPIXSORY HAIIi INSURANCE. 
Insurance Commissioner Taylor is 

not in favor of compulsory hail In­
surance. or of state insurance of any 
kind. The state now operates an In­
surance business, and has done so for 
some time. It has not been success­
ful. Most people seem to prefer a 
private company which will insure 
them for a definite sum and pay that 
sum in case of total loss, rather than 
a plan like that now operated by the 
state in which the Insured may in 
case of total loss receive only a frac­
tion of the sum for which he Is in­
sured. 

The losses of the line companies In 
some years exceed their receipts In a 
given territory. Nortl* Dakota, for 
example. But unusual losses in one 
state may be offset by unusual profits 
in another, and even if the entire bus­
iness of the company is conducted at 
a loss one year, it may recoup itself 
out of the profits of other years. Our 
state insurance business is not con­
ducted on that basis. The premiums 
for the year must pay the losses for 
the year, or, if insufficient, the losses 
will be pro-rated, and only a percent­
age of them paid. 

The commissioner also points out 
that the progress of state insurance 
is likely to be much less rapid than 
many people suppose. It has been as­
sumed by a good many who have spo­
ken on the subject that the legisla­
ture which is about to convent will 
have the authority to frame and put 
into operation at once a compulsory 
hail insurance measure. Mr. Taylor 
suggests that the constitution must be 
amended before the property of an 
individual can be taxed for the in­
surance of another man's property, 
and he notes that an amendment con­
ferring the necessary power on the 
legislature was proposed by the last 
legislature, and will be .before the 
coming legislature for action. This, 
he says, must be passed at the coming 
session, and voted on hy the people In 
the fall of 1918. unless it should be 
defeated by referendum. Should It be 
appro\'ed by. the people, the legisla­
ture of 1919 may enact the necessary 
law, and the law will then be subject 
to the referendum and to review by 
the courts. 

But there is an alternative which 
Mr. Taylor does not seem to have con­
sidered. The coming legislature can 
pass a compulsory Insurance bill. Any 
legislature can pass any bill. Then, 
should some person contest the validi­
ty of the law on the ground that it is 
unconstitutional, it will be for the su­
preme court to ratify the action of the 
legislature, or to declare one of its 
acts unconstitutional. And Is it con­
ceivable that we have passed through 
the throes or reorganizing and re­
forming out* supreme court only to 
have it declare laws unconstitutional? 
Perish the thought! 

Number Raised from Nine 

to $245—Resources over 
$100,000,000. 

Helena. Dec. 3 4.—The amazing 
growth of Montana's banks in 21 
years were set forth in an address 
before the Commercial club by State 
Bank Examiner H. S. MCQraw. 

"Twenty-one years ago," he said, 
"when the state examiner's depart­
ment was created, there were nine 
banks under his supervision In the 
state, with total resources amounting 
to $3,420,000. 

"On Nov. 17, 1916, there were 245 
state banks with resources amounting 
to $104,287,000. 

"On Nov. 10, 1915, the 235 state 
banks showed deposits amounting to 
$53,616,000, and the santa date the 
65 national banks showed deposits Of 
$43,910,000, making a total of $97,-
526,000. 

"Nov. 17. 1916, the 245 state banks 
showed deposits amounting to $82,-
335,000 and on the same date the 75 
national hanks had deposits estimated 
at. $72,451,000, or a total of $154,-
786,000. 

"This is a wonderful showing con­
sidering the fact that all the infor­
mation I have received from the 
country banks show that not over 50 
per cent of the grain crop has been 
placed on the market. 

"1 feel more gratified over the man­
ner In which the Montana bankers 
have co-operatcd with me in the sup­
pression of the overdraft than any 
other thing that has occurred during 
my administration, but all the credit 
is not due to the superintendent of 
banks or the hankers, for the business 
men surely deserve their share of 
credit, for so readily complying with 
the- request of the bankers to 'cut out' 
the overdraft." 

Montana Wholesale 
Grocers to Combat 

High Living Cost 
Helena, Dec. 14.—Ways and means 

to combat the high cost of living will 
be considered in Butte some time in 
February by the Montana Wholesale 
Grocers' association, organized here 
yesterday. Wholesalers assert they, 
as well as the retailers, are operating 
on the smallest margin of profit in 
many years, and that it is hard work 
to make both ends meet. 

Amos Booth of Butte is president 
of the new association and P. E. Keil 
of Billings secretary-treasurer. An 
executive committee was named con­
sisting of T. B. Thompson, Missoula; 
F. J. Gies, Great Falls; T. J. McDon-
nough, Billings; Paul W. Taber, Liv­
ingston and C. E- Youden, Butte. 

New Mining Company 
Incorporates in Mont. 

Helena, Dec. 14.—Secretary of State 
A. M. Alderson records, the incor­
poration of the Britannla-Butte Min­
ing company of Butte by W. L. Ore-
den, J. Bruce Krenier, Wni. Frazier, 
J. E. Murphy, R. S. Blitz; capital 
$500,000. 

It is not stated where the company 
will operate. Mr. Kremer Is a for­
mer secretary of the national Dem­
ocratic committee and a prominent 
Butte lawyer. 
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Woman on Trial for 
Murder at Missoula 

Missoula, Mont., Dec. 14.—A jury 
was secured today in the trial of Mrs. 
Bessie Leigh, charged with first de­
gree murder. Mrs. Leigh shot her 
sweetheart, Fred Hoffman, on October 
4. while he and she were riding in 
the sheriff's automobile to the Jail, 
after she had sworn out a warrant on 
a seduction charge. Hoffman was a 
former resident of Westfield, Iowa, 
and Mrs. Leigh was born and reared 
at Cadmus. Mich. 

Mont. Motion Picture 
Exhibitors Elect 

s 
Butte, Mont., Dec. 14.—President 

Phil Levy and Secretary-Treasurer C. 
W. Eckhardt of Butte and Vice Presi­
dent A. Helnecke of Lewistown were 
re-elected at last night's session of the 
Montana Motion Picture Exhibitors' 
league In this city. It was decided to 
object to the charges of the big pro­
ducers for feature films which are 
forced upon all holding regular con­
tracts. The convention will close with 
a banquet and show party tonight. 

Food Embargo Objected 
to at Spokane Meeting 

Spokane, Wash., Dec. 14.—Resolu­
tions opposing an embargo on the ex­
port of foodstuffs Were adopted here 
today at the closing session of the 
convention of the Washington-Idaho 
division of the Farmers' Educational 
and Co-operative Union of America. 

Peace Offer is 
Ridiculed by General 

O'Moore Creagh 
London, Deo. 14.—General Sli-

O'Moore Creagh. who succeeded Lord 
Kitchiner as commander in chief in 
India in ld09, ridiculed Germany's of­
fer of peace In a statement made to­
day. He said; 

"My opinion can be expressed in a \ 
few words: "I can only characterize 
this official peace cffi»r as pure rub­
bish." 

General Creagh retired from the 
army in 1914 after 4? yefcfs of serv­
ice, since then he has been active in 
organising the British Volunteers. 

Fargo Trades and Labor As­

sembly warns Public Util­

ities Legislation. 

WOMAN KILLED WHEN 
CAR DRIVEN BY HER 
FATHER TURNS TURTLE 

Bowman, X. D., Dec. 14.—Mrs. Carl 
Sense of Clienoweth, N. D., was irt-
stuntly killed when an automobile m 
which she was riding overturned at 
the bottom of a hill. Her father, 
John Wrigbt, was driving the ma­
chine but lost control. 

Bismarck, N". t)., Dec. 14.—Compre­
hensive legislation to make effective a 
more general establishment of mu­
nicipally owned public utilities, will be 
laid before the North Dakota legisla­
ture this winter as a result of the ac­
tion of the Fargo Trades and IjaboF 
Assembly, which has placed under 
way in Farg<J a movement for the 
establishment by that city of a 
municipal owned electric power plant. 

Preliminary steps towards the 
adoption of a legislative program cov­
ering the problem have already been 
taken. It Is announced, but the exact 
nature of the bill thn.t will be pre­
sented. has not yet been determined. 

North Dakota, the labor leaders of 
Fargo point out, is at the present time 
without an adequate at;t covering 
municipal ownership. 

Under the preliminary form of the 
proposed act, as at present discussed, 
power would be conferred upon cities 
to issue bonds In sums exceeding the 
present debt limit, when such bonds 
are to be used In either the establish­
ment of a new municipal plant, or in 
the purchase of a privately owned 
plant. 

In Fargo, the Union Light, Heat & 
Power Co., a Byilosby organization, 
owns the electric, gas and steam 
heating plants. If the Far.so Trades 
& La Dor Assemmy program it adopt­
ed by the city commission, the mu­
nicipality would either take over the 
holdings of that company, or it would 
establish a new plant. 

The present electric, rate in Fargo, 
to household consumers, is 11 cents 
a kllowat hour. The labor leaders, 
according to the resolution they pre­
sented to the Fargo city commission, 
maintain that the municipalty could 
operate a plant on a 6 cent basis. 

The movement for a municipal 
plant has raised the question of the 
present status of franchises under-
which the Union Light. Heat & Pow­
er Co., is operatng. One of these 
franchises was issued in 1SS1. and the 
other iu 1S98. It is maintained that 
the first franchise is perpetual, and 
that the second expires in July, 1918. 

A controversy of no mean propor­
tions has arisen in,,Far,to as a result 
of the life of the 1S81 franchise, 
which, if perpetual, places a consider­
ably different light on the municipal 
owned propaganda. 

With three members of the Fargo 
city commission to be named in the 
forthcoming election, the municipal 
ownership issue gives promise of en­
tering quite sharply into the cam­
paign. 

Flicker Tales 

[AMMAN 
ADMITS GUILT 

Case Traced Down by State 
Fire Marshal A. H. 

' Runge. 

tion, under Section 678, Compiled 
Laws, 191$; 

I  ( 6 ) .  The construction of the Con-
! Btltutlon as here declared, while nev-
; er announced in a contested case, hai 
i for 24 years been followed by the 
Judges of the supreme court In enter--' 
ing upon the discharge of the duties 
of their respective offices. This uni­
form rule of "action, acquiesced in 
without a single exception for so Ions 
a period, constitutes a practical con­
struction of the Constitution which 
cannot now be avoided. 

(7): The court takes judicial no­
tice of the fact that Judges-elect Rob­
inson. Grace and Blrdssell were elect­
ed and will be entitled to take their 

' seats on the first Monday in January, 
j 1917. The fact whether or not a cer­
tificate of election has been issued to 
I them is therefore immaterial. How-
! ever, if issued, noi administrative of-
! fleer has power, by giving a certifi­

cate to that effect, to cause a term of 
office to begin prior to the time so 
provided by the Constitution. 

PRO-GERMAN NOVEL 
WIOJT^NJN STATE 

Bismarck, N. I).. Dec. 14.—"The 
Neutral's Portion" is the title of an 
interesting new novel of strongly pro-
German tendencies from the pen of 
Elwin Lorraine ofliay. This latest 
addition to North Dakota's native lit­
erary products has been received by 
Mrs. Minnie C. Budlong, secretary of 
the state library commission, and now 
has a place on the shelves of the state 
library. 

"The Neutral's Portion" deals with 
the evils of American manufacture 
of munitions for ^tlie warring allies. 
It is well written.! and, the librarian 
states, shows genuine literary talent. 
The volume is from the Jackson press 
of New York city. So far as known 
it is the author's first literary effort. 

HAS EXPERIENCE 
WITH BIG RACOON 

Milton, N- D., Dec. 14.—While Jess , 
Tschabold, a fartner near here, was j 
hunting, recently, he came upon a! 
large raccoon which gave him a fierce j 
fight. The animal was treed and the : 
man went after him. His hands Were 
badly scratched and blood poison set . 
In later. The coon weighed fifty; 
pounds and was the largest ever! 
caught in the state. 

FARGO WILL GET 
BANKERS MEETING 

Fargo, N. D., Dec. 14.—Fargo was j 
picked for the summer convention of 
the North Dakota Bankers' associa- j 
tion, and at a meeting here yesterday, ] 
the executive council laid plans to j 
bring three experts to the meeting.: 
They will deal with the electrification j 
of state industries through the utiliza- | 
tion of western lignite; with the work 
of the new trade commission and with 
the good.roads problem. 

NEW PAPER FOR 
NEW ROCKFORD 

New Rockford, N. D., Dec. 14.— 
The Agricultural Northwest is the 
name of a new paper launched by 
the New Rockford Publishing com­
pany. of which J. H. Worst, former 
president of the North Dakota agri­
cultural college, is editor. 

J. X. .Southard, manager of the j 
New Kockford State Center, the daily 
published by the eftmpanj', has been I 
succeeded by C. R. Phillips. Mr. ' 
Southard has gone to Minneapolis to 
handle advertising for the two publi­
cations. 

CHILD TRIES TO 
SMOKE—IS BURNED 

What More Could You Want? 
There isn't an epidemic in any part 

of the United States. The Doctors 
tell us that the nation is healthier 
and the death rate Ibwer than in any 
other winter in years. 

There hasn't beeh a financial epi­
demic during the past twelve months 
nor a complete crop failure anywhere 
this year. Bankers tell us there is 
more money per caput than there has 
been before in our history. 

Our birth rate has increased and 
there are even fewer divorces In Chi­
cago. . . ,« 

So what more could you want? 

' (Set ol$t today Ana celebrate. G* 
buy what you have wanted most—or 
better still-—buy what , you know 

alee. Jittii wapted for a long 
ffme:'v v ^ r •.; 

And -buy a gOdd one-^—whatever it is 

—buy one that will last. The person 
who is too mean to appreciate good 
fortune when it comes like this, isn't 
worthy of naVIng it. 

And don't forget this: All wealth 
is comparative. If you only had t%h 
dollars last year at this time and you 
now have fifteen, you are fifty per 
cent richer than yon were a year 
ago. Turn part of it into some real 
Christmas pleasure for yourself and 
those dear to you. 

. It is at least a good working philos-
ophy to make the best of good times 
when they come and not to think too 
much ijpr. dr**rt too much the lean 
*vk«. <• X v 

This paper today is chotk full 
the very things you hove®IOtiged tor 
most, .get to it th*t 
rihare. /?• 

Berthold, X. D., Dec. 14.—When 
Ben Osted, four years old, tried to im{-

! tate his older brother, he rolled a ei-
j garette of newspaper and lit it, being 
i badly burned about the face ahd neck, 
j The loosely rolled paper quickly 1H-
) nlted and caught his clothing. His 
face will be disfigured. 

SUBWAY PROPOSED 
ON FARGO STREET 

Bismarck—Dairy Commissioner E. 
A. Greenwood conducted a dairy in­
stitute at Portland on Tuesday, and 
he was similarly engaged at Rugby. 
In both of these communities there 
are well established orcamerles, and 
the object of the institutes is to stim­
ulate interest in dairying. 

Belfield—Betfield citizens, manning 
automobiles, successfully fought a .flre 
near this city, which for a. time 
threatened to roach the town. The 
prairie tire started in a meadow, and 
had gained considerable headway 
when the alarm was given. 

Bismarck—Three prisoners plead- ! 
ing guilty before Judge W. L. Nuessle 
of the district court, were sent to the 
stale penitentiary: Fred McLaugh­
lin, larceny, for one to five years; Fred 
Crawclienko, abduction, one to five 
years: William Young, bootlegging, 
while Henry Baumback, forgery, got 
one year in the state reformatory. 

MeClusky—William Martin, 22, hail 
been out of Jail Just two and a half 
days when he fell afoul McClueky au­
thorities. and now he faces the pos­
sibility of serving- a penitentiary sen­
tence for violating the prohibition 
law. 

Kathryn—Kathr.vn schools have 
been closed, and other precautions 
adopted, to prevent the spread of in­
fantile paralysis, one case being de­
veloped. A 3-year-old daughter of 
S. T. Svenson is affected, but the case 
is mild. 

Kildeer—Kildeer business men are 
back of the incorporation of a $50,-
OOd hospital association, which will 
build and maintain a modern hospital 
in this city. R. Wilcox, T. M. Davis, 
K. Smith, C*. K. Merdith and J. F. 
Whetstone are the directors. The 
hospita; will be built next spring. 

Bismarck—Iver Acker, former li­
brarian of the state reference library 
and now engaged in the practice of 
law at Minnewaukon, will return to 
Bismarck to assist the present librar­
ian, Earl H. Davis, during the legis­
lative session. 

Wahpeton—The newly constructed 
Scandinavian Lutheran church of this 
city will be opened Sunday, with a 
big program. Rev. W. B. Dahl of 
Dwight, N- D., will direct the opening 
service;. 

Bismarck—A complete compendium 
of information concerning America's 
largest cities Is belhg assembled at 
the state reference library. A ma­
jority of the publications come from 
commercial clubs and chambers of 
commerce. There is a big demand 
for material of this kind, and the 
state library is now In a position to 
supply it. 

Bismarck—The North Dakota Edu­
cation association executive commit­
tee, meeting here, fixed October 81, 
Nov. 1 and 2, 1917. as the dates for 
the next annual convention. J. M. 
Martin wfts made president of the 
Bismarck city committee to arrange 
local details. 

Fargo—Carrying total risks of $2,-
010,754, the North Dakota Bankers 
Casualty company, a mutual organi­
zation handling burglary insurance 
only, has been compelled to pay only 
¥565.33 in two years. At the annual 
meeting here H P. Beckwith of Far­
go, was elected president; W. C. Mac-
Dowell of Marion, vice president; J. 
J. Nlerli'ng of Jamestown, treasure!-; 
\V. C. MacFadden of Fargo, secre­
tary. 

Bottineau—James Malsey, of Bene­
dict township, arrested on a grain 
stealing charge, was found guilty of 
grand larceny in district court. Hal-
sey also awaits trial on another crim­
inal charge, the case being adjourned 
until next term of district court. j 

Berthold — The Rogers Lumber j 
company has begun work on the new ; 
office building to replace the one re­
cently destroyed by flre. The main 
part of the building will be built of 
tile and brick while the lumber yard 
will be built of fire proof material. 

Dickinson—Candles had to be re­
sorted to by residents of this city, and 
searchlights were used in the busineis 
places when the etectrlc light plaht 
refused to produce the Juice. 

Lidgerwood—J. W. Sttteler was 
elected president of the LidgerWobd 
Automobile club for the coining year. 
Other officers are: Reub Norton, vice 
president; S. O. Quahimen. secretary, 
ahd Jbhn Movius, treasurer-

Belfield—English and civics will be 
offered as courses in the night school 
Which will open here soon. The pro­
position of a night school was placed 
before the Commercial club at a re­
cent meeting. 

Berthold—H. E. Sanstead began 
excavating for a two-story brick 
building which will be erected in the 
town. The building will be flre proof 
and be used for business purposes. 

TAftgdon. X. D.. Dec. 14.—John 
Ruts, who was arrested on Nov. 3 by 
State Fire Marshall A. H. Runge. in 
this city, charged with setting fire to 
the house of Chas. W. Plain at Mil-
toiu N. D., today pleaded guilty to ar­
son In the fourth degree. The hear­
ing was held before Judge P. J. Knee-
shaw, and sentence will be pronounc­
ed the latter part of the week. 

Rutz was caught in the act of set­
ting fire to the house of Mr. Plain at 
Milton and arrested immediately. A 
number of fires In that vicinity had 
caused suspicion, and Fire Marshall 
A. H. Runge had been summorietl to 
investigate the causes. He had Rutz 
placed under surveillance,* and he Was 
apprehended after putting a waste pa­
per basket in the closet, setting flre to 
it, and had started to walk away. 

VALUABLE EVIDENCE 
GIVEN BY WITNESS 

Mandan. N. 1).. Dec. 14.—-It was 
in the Morton county district Court; 
O. Breedlove, colored, was on trial 
for selling liquor, and an unwilling; 
witness was oh the stand, with the at­
torney attempting to bring forth the 
story of Breedlove's supposed law 
breaking. 

"Wh.it did Breedlove do?" was 
asked. 

"He played the fiddle," responded 
the witness. 

"Then what did he do?" questioned 
counsel. 

"He rested," was the come back. 
"And when he got through resting 

what did he do?" was asked. 
"He fiddled again," responded the 

witness. 

BRIQUETTING PLANT 
BEING CONSTRUCTED 
Scranton, N. D., Dec. 14.—Rapid 

progress is being made on the con­
struction of the Scranton Brlquetting 
company plant, backed by local busi­
ness Interests. 

It Is proposed to briquet lignite 
coal, of which there is a vast store 
here. 

Fifteen briquettlng units will be in 
operation next fall. 

* 
i Supreme Court Decisions | 

« 
Stste of North Dakota, ex rel, its At­

torney General, Henry J. Littde, Re­
lator, Plaintiff, vs. James E. Rob­
inson, R. H. Grace, L. 10. Birdzell. 
Chas. J. Flsk, E. B. Coss and E. T. 
Burk. Respondents. 
Syllabus: (1). District judges, 

when called by members of the sti-
preme court, upon reporting for duty 
are clothed by the constitution with 
all the powers of Justices of the su­
preme court, to the same extent as 
though they had been regularly elect­
ed and qualified to fill such positions. 

(2). Certain well known canons of 
Interpretation and construction of the 
constitution announced and followed. 

(3). Territorial enactments were 
by the constitution carried forward 
and became the law of the state of 
North Dakota. The constitution was 
adopted in view of a general statute 
of the Territory, Section 10. Chapter 
•, of the Code of 1877,, which, by its 
terms, fixed the date of the com­
mencement of the terms of all state 
officers upon the first Monday in 
January, succeeding their election. 

(4). References in section 92 of 
the constitution to the tenure of of­
fice of the Judges of the supreme 
court and their holding such offices 
from the first Monday in .December, 
1.889, had reference wholly to the 
three Judges first elected. 

(B). Judges of the supreme court 
are state officers, and all the members 
thereof, save the first three, begin 
their terms of office on the first Mon­
day in January following their elec-

State of North Dakota, ex rel its At­
torney General, Henry J. IJnde, 
Relator. Petitlouer,. vs. James E. 
Robinson, R. H. Grace, U E. Bird-
sell. Chas. J. Fick, E. B. Goes and 
E. T. Burke, Respondents. 
Syllabus: (1) The prerogative 

Jurisdiction of the supreme court will 
he exercised only In cases wherein the 
questions involved are publlcl Juris 
and the sovereignty of the state or Its 
franchises or prerogatives or the lib­
erties of its people are affected. 

(2). A controversy between a ma­
jority of the present members of the 
supreme court and certain successful 
candidates at the last general election 
who claim the right to occupy such 
offices and exercise the duties there­
of, presented to this court by the pe­
tition of the attorney general, is a 
matter of such public interest and in­
volves the sovereign rights of tho 
state and its people in a degree suf­
ficient to require the exercise of such 
original Jurisdiction. 

(3). A Judge of the district court 
who is called in to sit in the place of 
a Judge of the supreme court becomes 
a justice of the supreme court for all 
purposes in the case in which he is so 
called, and Is invested with the sanie 
power and authority conferred upon 
a justice of the supreme court. 

Application for an original writ by 
Henry J. Linde, Attorney General. 

An order Is issued citing the re­
spondents to show cause why the writ 
should not be Issued. 

Formula on Food 
and Drug Packages 

is Disappearing 
Washington, Dec. 14.—A rapid dis­

appearance of the familiar formula 
on food and rug package labels 
"guaranteed by the manufacturer un­
der the food and drugs act Juno 30, 
190G, serial number" was noted yes-

i terday by Department of Agriculture 
j officials. The guaranty now may be 
j stamped on the dealers invoice and 
since November l has been forbidden 
jon labels except those printed heforo 
May 5. 1014. 

The object of the new system is to 
avoid creating the popular impression 
which .arrow out of the guaranty clause 
on the label that the government 
analyses and guarantees the contents. 
Printing the guaranty on the Invoice 
transfers responsibility for the pro­
duct's purity from the dealer to the 
manufacturer. 

Thos. McGoey 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

AND SUPPLIES 
116 N. 3rd St., Grand Forks 

Send your Auto Radiators to 
A. B, Hlioinliart to be repaired. 

A. B. RHEIKHART'S 
Reliable Hardware. 109 S. 3r4 St 

Music With Your Meals 
at the 

Fargo, N. D.. Dec. 14.—Under terms 
of a proposal laiJ before the Fargo j 
citv commission by George T. fclade,; 
vice president of the Northern Pu- j 
ciftc, the railroad will build and main- , 
tain a subway under the Tenth street i 
crossing in this city, asking only that 
the city idemnlfy property owners af-
fsctcdt 

The subway would open A MW ave^ 
nue of communication between the 
north and south sections of the city, 
and^relieve traffic congestion at grade 
crossing*. 

The improvement Mil cost about r»o,«oo. 
Factories and politic®, .now hare 

modern machinery1. ..,; 

Notwithstanding the great losses in 
the foreign war, it has not been 
fought to a finish. The conditions 
are such that both sides regard com­
plete victory in the future as certain. 
Such a condition does not seem fkvor* 
able for peace soon. 

SEND YOUR CLOTHES IY 
PARCEL POST 

to he uKrinncd ant prewfrt to 

TH0 PANT0RIUM 
I'honev IH» 419 

DAC0TAH CLCANtftS 
AND DYERS 

m Heaters **•. Beth WIMM 

Frederick Cafeteria 
While Shopping During the Holiday Season Eat 
at THE FREDERICK CAFETERIA, and Hear 

Llbby's Novelty Orchestra 
Including marimbaphonc, chimes, xylophone, bells 
and novelties between the hours of 12:00 to 1-00 

and from 6:00 to 7:00 P. M. every day. ' 

Pure Foods. Excellent Service. Popular Prices! 

FREDERICK CAFETERIA 

HOTEL FREDERICK 

THE MET TO DA 
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