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ENGLISH TRADE 
POLICY VIEWED 

WITH CONCERN 
x 

Nationalization of Shipping 
May Remove Merchant 
Marine from U. S. Trade 

I - <« 

.2,. 

OPENS UP SERIES 
OF BIG QUESTIONS 

Unable to Say What Effect 
it Will Have on Ameri

can Trade. 

GfTTING TACTS 
IN SHAPE FOR 

IfGISlATURE 
State Officers Prepare Their 

Annual Reports For 
Law Makers. 

SECRETARY HALL IS 
NOT IN A HURRY 

Insurance Commissioner 
Urges Revision of Code— 
Finances the Great Issue 

Washington, Dec., 20.—Nationalism 
of Bi'itish shipping, mentioned brief
ly by Premier Lloyd George as one 
of the first acts of the new war min
istry, commands more interest from 
the strictly American point of view > 
than any other phase of the premier's 
speech. What effect it would have on 
American foreign trade and on the 
status of British ships sunk by Ger
man submarines has opened a new 
and unexpected series of questions 
which officials regard with much con
cern. 

The taking into the national ser
vice of the whole mercantile marine 
following closely on England's an
nouncement that she could not guar
antee coal at any of her coaling bases 
the world over, except to ships con
serving allied Interests, is thought by 
officials at first glance to turn over 
the great majority of the world's car
rying trade to specific war purposes. 

The effect on commerce for Ameri
can purposes and not of service to the 
allies is problematical, especially as 
to the completeness with which Lloyd 
George enforces the order. Neverthe
less there is in law nothing the Unit
ed States can do should the whole 
British merchant marine be with
drawn from American trade and har
bors. 

Bismarck, X. D., Dec. 20.—The fact 
that departments may propose but the 
legislature disposes has not prevented 
the various department chiefs at the 
capital from making the usual recom
mendations for legislations which they 
deem advisable. 

Perhaps the principal exception is 
Secretary of State Thomas Hall. Two 
years ago his biennial report em
bodied many suggestions for legis
lation. Copies of the report were 
sent in advance of the session to every 
member of the general assembly. As 

result, every member had his mind 

GERMAN TROOPS 
KNEW NOW 

Prisoners Taken in West 
Kept in Ignorance of 

Move. 

DEPRESSED OVER 
LACK OF SUPPORT 

Say English Artillery Gives 
Britons Much Better 

Assistance. 

Execute Number 
Of Villa Men; 

Many Killed 
Juarez, Dec. 20.—Baudello Vribc, 

a follower of Villa, who In said to 
have instituted the practice of cut
ting off the ears of Carrania pris
oners, was executed, together with 
seventeen of his band, by "home 
guards," and "many Villa troops" 
killed In a battlo southwest of 
Chihuahua City, a member of the 
''home guards*' reported today. 

ENGLAND'S R)0D 
CONTROL FAILS 

Loop-hole in Regulation 
Permits People to Eat 

All They Want. 

STATE OFFICERS 
NOT PAID TODAY 

Auditor Withholds War
rants Until Supreme Court 

Mudclle is Cleared Up.-* ? 
. •. -v:- t: , 

Provisional Tribunal is a 
"Kangaroo Court" Will

iam Lemke Declares. 

. n 

Bismarck, N. D., Bee. 20.—The sal
aries of all elective state officers were 
held up today by the state auditor, 
who declined to issue warrants for the 
retiring Justices of the supreme court 
until the question as to the length of 
term is settled. Inasmuch as the rule 
has been to Issue all official warrants 
at the same time none of the elective 
state officers and employes received 
pay today as usual. Action on official 
pay roll was deferred until Saturday, 
when State Auditor Jorgenson will 
return from a junket with the budget 
board. 

Styling the provisional tribunal a 
"Kangaroo court," and declaring that 
its members had no more authority 
or jurisdiction than "any other four 
men who might have been picked up 
on the street," William Lemke, coun
sel for the Justices-elect, has served 
notice on both the state treasurer and 
the auditor warning them against 
paying salaries tjKhe retiring Justices 
for December. ^ 

MILITARY CRITIC 
OF TAGEBLATT HAS 

QUIT HIS OFFICE 
Amsterdam, Dec. 20.—The Deutsche 

Tages Zeltung says that Major Morast 
has ceased to be military critic of the 
Tagleblatt and has Joined another pa
per. It is supposed that he was un
able to agree with the Tagleblatt's at
titude during the war. 

BANK ROBBED 
OF $20,000— 

MEN ESCAPE 
Tulsa, Okla., Dec. 20.—The Skla-

took National bank of Sklatook, ten 
miles from Tulsa, was.robbed of $20,-
000 early today by safe blowers who 
escaped. Posses were formed here 
to pursue the robbers. 

1MLDH0RSES" 
ARE PLENTIfllL 

So Declares One of Defend
ants Today—Hard to 

Catch, Though. 

Omaha, Dec. 20.—Persons who ac
cepted wild horses in trades with the 
United States Live Stock company 
and the Omaha Land and Improve
ment company were warned "it was 
%. man's job to catch the animals," J. 
Sidney Smith, president of the first 
named company, testified today In the 
government suit on charges that the 
companies used the malls to defraud. 
He repeated his statement made yes
terday that the wild horses exist in 
large numbers in Coconino county, 
Arlsona. Testimony today was In
tended by the defense to show that 
the defendants never received re
turns from the sales of "wild horses," 
Mr. Smith testified that he had made 
several trades for land In which he 
never was able to obtain title to the 
property, and gave it back. 

Judge Henry Morgan of Albert Lea, 
Minn., chief counsel for the defense, 
has been forced to retire temporarily 
from til* tm§l because of illness. 
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With the British Army in France, 
Dec. 19, Via London, Dec. 20.—Out of 
a group of German prisoners taken j 
on one section of the British front j 
one Sunday, only a non-commissioned 
officer had heard anything of the Ger
man emperor's peace proposal. This 
circumstance, coupled with the fact 
that there have been no demonstra
tions from any part of the German 
trenches, caused much speculation 
among the British officers as to 
whether, despite the emperor's ad
dress to his troops, the new peace 

i overtures have been permitted to 
on a result, every memoer naa nis muiu . reaCh the men actually engaged 

made up to rap or not to rap meas- thfi fighting line. 
ures favored by the secretary of state, -
and so many decided in favor of rap
ping, that hardly a bill proposed by 
Mr. Hall passed the two houses. This 
year the secretary of state may have 
some very well-defined Ideas as to 
necessary legislation, but he Isn't tell
ing about them. 

More Stringent Auto Tax. 
A bill has been drawn embodying 

some of the secretary of state's views 
on the automobile license registration 
fee. it would assess machines ac
cording to the horsepower, fees rang
ing from $3 to $25 and up. Machin
ery is also proposed for making the 
registration more complete, as the 
secretary of state estimates that at 
least 88 per cent of the cars now 
owned and operated in North Dakota 
escape registration under the present 
system. Either the duplicate tag 
system will be eliminated, or a re
quirement will be made that both tags 
be displayed. At present a generous 
auto-owner who buys two tags, as re
quired by law, is compelled by that 
same law to display but one, and 
there Is nothing in the-law to prevent 
him from loaning his extra tag to 
some good friend, providing both sue-

Documents captured within the last 
few days repeatedly mentioned the 
audacity and initiative of the allied 
air men and Field Marshal von Hin-
denburg is quoted as having issued 
orders that the supremacy of the air 
must be sharply contested. 

German artillery recently has been 
active and lias responded more free
ly to the continuous British fire. Ac
cording to prisoners the preponder
ance of British shells has depressed 
the German troops in the trenches 
who thought their own artillery was 
not supporting them with the same 
vigor as the support the English gave 
to their men. 

MARINA NOT WAR VESSEL 

Papers Urge Tax on Bills 
Similar to That in 

Paris. 

MACKENSBfS 
BIG DRIVE IS 

NEARLY ENDED 
Comparative Quiet Prevails 

on all Fronts, Reports 
Show. 

LITTLE ACTIVITY 
IN WESTERN ZONE 

Only Artillery Duels are Re
ported—Await Peace 

Developments. 

London. Dec. 20.—According to 
some of the newspapers, two days' ex-

Further developments in the peace 
movement In Europe now awaits the 
presentation of the formal reply of 
the entente allies to the proposals of 

j the central powers. David Lloyd 
George, the British premier, and Pre-, 
mier Briand of France have indicat
ed that this reply will speedily be 
forthcoming. 

Military operations In the Euro-

RUSSIA FACES (RAVE PROBLEM M 
CARING FOR REFUGES; THOUSANDS 
OFRUMANIANSPOURINTOCOUNTRY 

perlence of the first food control i pean field of war are at low ebb. 
measure which regulates the number, The driving campaign of Field Mar-
and the nature of courses served in j shal von Mackonsen in Rumania 
hotels and restaurants has been suf- ; seems nearly at an end. In any event, 
flclent to prove it futile. They say j whether or not some further move of 
not only has it failed to check con- | an Important nature is in contempla-
sumptlon, but In many instances It has i tlon In this war theater, the reports 
Increased it. It is claimed that there ! show comparative quiet to be pre-

Man Who Confessed 
Assault on Teacher 

Is Believed Insane 
Ashland, Wis., Dec. 20.—Joseph 

Meyerhoefer, who is in jail here by 
reason of his "confession" that he is 
the assailant of Olga Dahl. the Grand 
Rapids, Minn., school teacher, will, 
police say, be examined as to his san
ity. He bears no resemblance to the 
man who was described as the assail
ant. 

Meyerhoefer caused excitement here 
when he posed a£a deputy sheriff 
from Crow \ Wing county, 

ment today that Great Britain had; Minn-, and told Saerlff Kleinstelber 
furnished complete information show- I ho had every reason t.o believe the 

_ ing that the British horse-ship Ma- \ assailant was In Butternut, Wis. Mey-
ceed in getting away with it, and at.rina, sunk without warning by a Ger- j erhoefer went to; Butternut and 

man submarine with the loss of six1 searched the lumber camps. While 
Americans, was not at the time, and _there he met a native German, who 
had hot been before in British pub- came from '•MejftV*i>*r«v,-'<s home town 

Ship Sunk by German Submarine Not 
in English Service, London 

Proves to Washlngtou. 

Washington, Dec. 20.—Announce
ment was made at the state depart-

i3 no supervision and that many cus
tomers finding that ihey can indulge 
In several servings of the same dish 
without having more than one course 
counted against them have availed 
themselves freely of this loophole. 
The papers yrged food tickets or a 
tax on hotel and restaurant bills as 
in Paris. 

least 16.000 do, it is said 
, Mrtas Insurance Code. 

Retlnng Commissioner, of insurance 
Taylor suggests thit the kibosh be 
appyed -to .fiatth Dakota's present 
state hatllitttarance law, and that the 
state. If it relaly is In favor of state 
insurance,- discover some method 
which will work. He would also like 
to see a readjustment of state fire in
surance rates and a rating system es
tablished under the direction of the 
commissioner somewhat similar to 
that employed in Minnesota, ~ He fur
thermore advises a complete revision 
of the entire insurance code of North 
Dakota, which he finds antequated 
and entirely Inadequate to meet pres
ent conditions. 

Legislation for Education. 
Only two Btates in the union spend 

more per capita for education than 
North Dakota. Anything which retir
ing Superintendent of Public Instruc
tion E. J. Taylor may recommend in 
this connection is, therefore^ of im
portance. Under the head of recom
mendations for legislation, Mr. Taylor 
lists In order: 

An amendment to Sections 82 and 
150 of the state constitution which 
would make it possible to select the 
county and state superintendents for 
terms of four or more years. 

Liberal state aid to consolidated 
schools located In rural districts. 

A minimum term of eight months 
in any public school in the state. 

Authorization of the appointment 
by school boards of truant officers 
who may legally compel attendance at 
school throughout term of all pupils 
of school age. 

Amendment to constitution to allow 
apportionment of state funds to be 
made on basis of school attendance 
rather than on number of pupils of 
school age in district, irrespective of 
attendance. 

Making It the duty of county boards 
of health to Inspect school houses and 

lie service, either by 
requisition. "" " **• 

The state department about ten 

in the fatherland, aia is' s&tu to have 
confessed to - . [German that- he 
(Meyerhoefer), was the real assailant 

• • • • • 

!a_y" a«°. sent to Germany a state- The "sheriff7 at. Ashland was notified 
ment of It® belief that this was the and Meyerhoefer was brought in yes-
case, but has been waiting the full terday 
data before making a final statement 
to that effect. 

Germany recently informed the 
United States that one of the subma
rine commanders sank the Marina, 
believing her to be a transport not 
entitled to the privileges of a pri
vate merchantman and asked wheth
er the American government had in
formation to the contrary. Al
though the evidence assembled has 
been • forwarded, there has been no 
formal reply to the German note and 
probably will be none for the present. 

THE WEATHER. • 
— * 

North Dakota: Fair tonight • 
becoming unsettled Thursday. * 
Continued cold. * 

rVIVERSITV READINGS. 

J a. m. —31; maximum —19; • 
minimum —32; wind, north 11 • 
miles; barometer 30.26. * 

IT DOESN'T REQUIRE A WAR FOR U. S. 
WOMEN TO GET CHANCE AT MEN'S JOBS 

(Continued on Page 6.) 

CANADIAN INSPECTOR 
HERE LAST NIGHT 

D. L. Kramer, of Regina, Sask., De-
dares Travel in All Directions In 

Canada Is On Increase. 

L. L. Kramer, of Regina, Sask., Ca
nadian Traveling Boundary Inspector, 
spent a short time in Grand Forks last 
evening on business, and visiting with 
W. E. Black, Canadian government 
agent in charge of-the local office. 

The immense Increase in the 
amount of travel, both to and from 
the United Btates to Canada, is 
astounding, deolares Ur. Kramer. 
Traffic In both passengers and freight 
has Increased until at the present 
time, railroads are taxed to their ca
pacity to handle it. 

Great numbers of farmers in west
ern Canada are going east to visit 
relatives and friends this winter, he 
declares-

Mr. Kramer left last evening for 
Crookston, and expects to leave that 
place today for Winnipeg. 

WANT A COAL INQUIRY 
Chicago Dealers, IMnc Famine, Ask 

Federal Bureau to Make Com 
plete Investigation. 

. 

j? 
Mi 

Chicago, Dec. 20.—Following a se
ries of conferences, Chicago coal 
dealers, facing a possible coal famine, 
announced today that appeal for an 
Inquiry into the local situation has 
been made to the federal reserve com
mission. They say the shortage In 
fuel began In New England a year 
age and since lias extended to the 
Rocky Mountains. Railroad men and 
coal dealers asserted' today, however, 
that they aaw some relief for the 
shortage. 
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lii\ 
l>ft to rifbt, Katherlno B. Davis and Miss Jcaimetto Rankin. 

Bottom. Miss Katherlne M« GUes and Miss Mary Barteime. 
It took the greatest war In history 

to Jar the men of Europe Into a real
isation of the fact that women can 
do men's jobs and .do them about u 
well as their brothers. And the men 
of Europe are still insisting that worn-
en naye no place in the realms of 
politics and finance. 

It's different in this country. The 
men here have been placing a con
stantly higher valuation , on the abili
ties of their women folk. Just the 
other day the men of' Montana joined 
with the women voters of (bat state 

» wom^a to cohere*— 

the first time in the history of any 
great nation that a woman has been 
chosen to sit in the highest law-mak-
lng body In the land. 

Among the many other women who 
arc holding sure-enough men's Jobs 
are Miss Katherlne B. Davis, expert 
crook handler of New York, commis
sioner pf corrections and the lady who 
quqtled a Blackwell Island riot all by 
herself; MJrs Mary M. Barteime. 
Judge of the court for delinquent girls 
in Chicago; and Miss Mary M. Giles, 
thj» -cotton queen" of Wall street, one 
of. New York's most "successful' brok
e n .  .  .  . . . . . . .  s  

vailing at present. 
On the Franco-Belgian front also 

there is a lull with the quieting down 
of the recent activity at Verdun while 
latest reports from both the Russians 
and Austro-Italian fronts show little 
but artillery duels and skirmishes. 

In Macedonia, the reports show 
rains and fogs prevailing with no mil
itary movement with the exception of 
patrol engagements. 

Russians Smash Ahead. 
Petrfograd, Dec. 20.—(British Ad

miralty per Wireless Press)—Russian 
troops operating In the region of the 
river B.vstritsa, in Gallacla, says the 
Russian official statement Issued to
day, broke through the barbed wire 
entanglements in front of the Austro-
Qerman advance post yesterday and 
penetrated Into Bohorodczany Stare, 
southwest of Stanlslau. The Teutons 
are said to have fled In disorder, leav
ing some prisoners in the hands of the 
Russians. 

NEW PREMIER 
WIRES BORDEN 

Sir Robert Replies That 
Canada Will do Full 

Duty in War. 

Regina. Sask., Dec. 20.—Sir Robert 
Borden, Canadian premier, announc
ed here last night he had received 
from David Lloyd George on the let
ter's accession to the premiership of 
Great Britain the following message: 

"On taking up the high office with 
which his majesty has charged me. I 
send to you on behalf of the people 
of the old country a message to our 
brothers beyond the seas. There is no 
faltering in our determination that 
the sacrifices which we and you have 
made and have still to make shall not 
be in vain and that the fight which 
we are waging together for humanity 
and civilization shall be fought to a 
triumphant issue. We realize that we 
shall need every man that we can put 
In the field, every effort which a unit
ed people can put forth to help In 
this heavy task of our soldiers and 
sailors. 

"The splendid contributions to the 
common cause already made by the 
Dominion give me sure confidence 
that their determination is no less 
high than ours and that however long 
the path to final victory we shall 
tread it side by side." 
, Sir Robert replied as follows: 

"We can reply that. God willing, 
we shall, do our duty in this struggle 
to the end. No sacrifice on our part 
shall be spared to make triumphant 
the cause for which the allied nations 
are contending." 

BANKS NOT YET LOCATED 
Federal Farm Loan Board Did Not 

Announce Successful Cities To
day, as Was Expected. 

Washington. Dec. 20.—The federal 
farm loan board expects to announce 
within a few days the location of the 
twelve farm loan banks to be estab
lished throughout the country. Some 
time ago, the board announced that 
it hoped to make public the location 
of these banks December 20, but It 
was said today that the districts and 
locations in some instances still were 
undetermined. 
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$25,000 Brooch, Lost, 
Broken, is Found at 

Opera; All are Happy 
•New York, Dec. 20.—From the 

time she took her seat in a box at 
the opening of "II Trovatore" at the 
Metropolitan opera house last night 
until the curtain rose on the last act, 
Mrs. William Watts Sherwood wore 
two pin - holes where a diamond 
brooch, valued at $25,000, had been. 
She did not discover her low until 
Just before the curtain rose on the 
last act. 

Two men who were with her has
tened to the box office. The treasurer 
smiled. 

"Will you describe the brooch, 
please?" he asked. 

They did so, and.opening the safe 
Mr. Lewis. handed them the cluster 

j of gems and a loose diamond of about 
i five carats. 

A man whom an usher had shown 
to a parquet box stumbled as he took 
his seat 8tooping to see what had 
tripped him he picked up the brooch, 
from which one diamond had been 
dislodged. 

A few ininutea later an usher 
brought In the missing stone which 
he had foiind on the floor. In 1914 
Mrs.' Sherman and her nephew. were 
awarded the 925,000,000 nelsla of her 
father. John Carter Brown. t 

Duck Makes Great 
Speed in Flight 

From the North 
Peckam, Okla., Dec. 20.—Earl 

Wilson of this city killed a duck 
today which carried tied to Its neck 
a small bottle In which was a note 
dated Lin wood, Minn., the writer of 
the note said he had kept the duck 
until the others bad left the north 
to determine the speed It would 
make Its southward Journey. The 
bird was less than 94 hours In 
making the trip to this section, 
Wilson said today. 

NO REPARATION 
POSSIBLE, SAY 
GERMANPAPERS 

::Eternal War," Says One, 
if Lloyd George Thinks 
He can Defeat Teutons. 

IS WORST SITUATION 
SINCE INVASION Of 

BELGIUMBY GERMANS 
Refugees Exceed Combined 

Citizenship of Scandi
navian Countries. 

HARD TIME OF YEAR 
TO CARE FOR NEEDY 

Amsterdam, Via London, Deo. 20.— 
Commenting on Premier Lloyd 
George's speech, the Tagliche Runds
chau of Berlin says: 

"Reparation could be demanded by 
England only if Germany had de
clared war on England, If we were to 
blame for the war. If we had permit
ted crimes against international law 
and if we had been defeated." 

The Lokal Anseiger takes the view
point that Mr. Lloyd George's re
marks about reparation are of no 
value inasmuch as nothing has been 
said thus far about peace conditions. 
This newspaper continues: 

"If Lloyd George means to post
pone satisfying Europe's desire for 
peace until the time when the en
tente Is successful In conquering Ger
many's armies and those of her allies, 
then the whole of Europe, as well as 
Lloyd George, knows full well that 
this announcement means eternal 
war. unless it is In the power of the 
German command to bring it to an 
«arlier"termlnatlon than Lloyd George 
supposiie."' 

Fighting has: been in ptpgi 
the west bank of the Dtinub*'itearly 
opposite Hirsova, Dobrudja, between 
Russian and Teutonic forces, the war 
office announced today. Attacks on 
the Russian line were repulsed. Out
post engagements of considerable vi
olence also have taken place on the 
Dobrudja side of the Danube. 

Russia Only Partially Has 
Solved Problems Made by 

Poles and Jews. 

Agree With Premier. 
London, Dec. 20.—The bulk of the i 

morning papers agree that Premier 
I Joyd George expressed the views of 
the British nation In his speech. In 
the house of commons dealing with 
Germany's peace proposal. 

NEW BANK AT COLUMBUS 
St. Paul Banker Director in Newly In

corporated Institution-— Capital 
is $15,000. 

Amsterdam, Dec. 20.—Neu Wiener 
Journal, published in Vienna, says St. Paul, Dec. 20.—Clinton J. Back-

to the peace proposals of the central 
powers certainly will be as equivocal 
as the speeches of Premier Lloyd 
George and of Premier Briand and 
the Italian foreign minister. Never
theless the idea of peace has made 
a step forward. 

paperWris 
ARfDOUBLQ) 

$40,000,000 Worth Sent Out 
—Is Factor in the High 
Prices of Print Paper. 

Washington. Dec. 20.—Exports of 
paper and paper manufactures this 
year will reach $40,000,000, doubling 
those of any previous year, according 
to figures assembled today by the Bu
reau of Foreign and Domestic com
merce. Increase in exports, some pub
lishers charge, has been one factor in 

Two Killed and 15 -
Hurt in Explosion 

Brucevllie, Ind.. Dec.- 20.—Two 
miners are dead and fifteen injured 
as the result of a gas explosion in the 
Oliphant-Johnson mine near here to
day. out hundred and fifty men 
were entombed by the blast but first 
aid crews from nearby mines gave 
early assistance and the workings 
were cleared in about four hours. 

Slow Time is Being 
Made in the Six Day 

Races in New York 
"New York. Dec. 20.—The eleven • 

teams leading in the six days' bicycle 
race at Madison Square Garden at 
the 55th hour were TO miles and three 

. — laps behind the record for that pe-
lncreaslng prices for news print pa- | rlod, with 1,073 miles and one lap to 
P®r- | their credit. 

News print paper exports this year I » 
have reached a total of 13,430,000 
against $2,260,000 last year, about 
half of it going to Latin America. 

v* 

SPECULATORS BLAMED 
TOR CAR^SHORTAGE 

Charged With Withdrawing Cars 
From Normal Use for Unwar

rantably tjoag Periods. 

Washington, Dec- 20. — Further 
means to check practices which have 
contributed to the car-shortage were 
discussed today by railroad officials 
and shippers here. 

In these topics was a method under 
which abuse of the reoonsignment 
privilege could be prevented. Infor
mation was present, said to Indicate 
that speculators in food stuffs and 
other necessities by abuse of the re-
consignment privilege have with
drawn cars from their normal use for 
unwarrantably long periods, thus 
contributing to the car shortage and 
indirectly to the higher cost of living. 

High Prices of Paper 
Not Due to Scarcity 

of Waste, Dealers Say 
New York. Dee. 20.—The present 

high price of paper is not due to a 
scarcity of rags and old paper stock, 
according to officers of the National 
Association of Waste Material deal
ers. who are In quarterly eesslon here. 

Paper manufacturer* they say, re
cently have assured the dealers 

four war* not to tin market. 

{ * <. 

MORE PAY FOR 
SOME OFFICIALS 

Salaries of County Officers 
Based on Population M 

After Jan. 1. 

Petrograd, Deo. 20.—The passage 
across the Russian frontier of thou
sands of Rumanians who have aban
doned their houses and property in 
the face of the invading Germans and 
Bulgarians has cast a shadow of a 
new refugee problem on the Russian 
empire- These refugees have been 
pouring Into Odessa, Kiev and other 
southern Russian cities in a destitute 
and helpless condition, and present a 
problem which threatens to be more 
difficult than any which has confront
ed a belligerent power since the in
vasion of Belgium. Russia has only 
partially succeeded In colonising and 
assimilating the millions of homeless 
Poles, Jews and members of other 
races who fled to the interior during 
the first year and a half of the war. 
This Is naturally the worst time of 
the year in which to care for refugees 
and the economlo re-establishment, 
which the present political' crisis has 
emphasised, adds to the difficulty of 
clothing and supporting a new nation.. 

The magnitude of Russia's econ
omlo burden is appreciable when It 1s 
considered that the country has re
ceived already since the beginning of 
the war a refugee population far ex
ceeding the combined citlcenshlp of 
the Scandinavian countries, while the 
resources of the country have been 
taxed, to the utmost to provide for the V 
•wandering' people whose homes .have 
fallen within enemy lines and whose'. 
means of llvlfhood are either lem- . 

otl^Dorarlly or permanently forfeited. > 
TK6 American relief committee, . 

headed by Thomas Whltmore, work- , 
lng in conjunction with the Tatiana 
committee, organised by the empress, 
has made valuable contributions to 
the relief work and IB now devoting • 
its energies to meeting the Rumanian 
problem. 

"The reply of the entente nations I us, Jr., manager of the Farm Loan 
department of the Merchants Trust 
and Savings bank, St. Paul, has been 
named vice president and a director 
of the newly organized Security State 
Bank of Columbus. N. L>. Mr. Backus 
will remain in St. Paul. 

C. W. Grinnell. of Columbus, is 
president of the new bank which has 
been incorporated with a capital . 
stock of $15,000. 

Bismarck. N. D.. Dec. 20.—County 
officers' salaries, beginning January 1. 
will be based on population instead 
of assessed valuation, aa heretofore. 

The law to this effect was enacted 
by the last legislature. At the same, 
time the legislature adopted an act 
providing that there should be ho In
crease in salaries over those paid on<- , 
the 1914 assessed valuation prior to 
July 1, 1917. . The two conflicting * 
statutes left many county officers In/ 
doubt and Attorney General Linde 
was called upon for opinion. He. ad-S.-;^ 
vised today that there Is no. queeMon^* 
in his mind that the legislature ln-i.r7 

tends that the salaries after January 
1 shall be paid on a population baafeI.  ̂
which will mean an Increase In • ma
jority of the counties. 

The act providing for no increase 
prior to July l was, the attorney gen
eral holds, meant as a stop gap mMp> 
ure to prevent abnormal Increased -- !> 
aalariee when the assnnd valuation 
of the state was increased, by tto'Sk 
general assembly, and this act ia no* 
succeeded by the. one providlMf JMMr 
ratenr baaia. " -

.yii'i, 

Si ' t 

' >  WSS.,V 

i k' 4S 5 ' SiMfci 


