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Berlin Claims 
the Capture of 

U. S. Soldiers 
Taken By Reconnoitering Party On Rhine-Marne Canal, 

Statement Say*—Pershing Announces 

Deaths Of Privates. 

EDITOR OF FINLEY 
BEACON STARTS SUIT 

Berlin, Nov. 3.—(via London.)—The capture of Amer
ican soldiers by a German reconnoitering party is announc
ed by the war office. 

The statement says that on the Rhine-Marne canal, as 
a result of a reconnoitering thrust, North American sol
diers were brought in. 

The Rhine-Marne canal runs 
through a section of northeastern 
Franco in which there has been little 
fighting since the early days of the 
war. It crosses the French front at 
a point near the German border, 
twenty miles northeast of Luneville. 

Fargo, N. D., Nov. 3.'—George A. 
Montieth, editor of. the Finley Beacon, 
has started suit against Dr. A. J. Hel-
mark of this city for $5,000 damages, 
said to have been sustained by the 
editor as a result of alleged malprac
tice by Dr. Heimark. This case prom
ises to be of stale-wide interest be
cause of the prominence of the plain
tiff. The editor contracted blood 
poisoning in a cut which Dr. Heimark 
had been treating. 

Picket 
Boat Is 
Lost; 12 
MenDie 

Washington Xot Informed. 
Washington, Nov. 8.—None of 

Pershlng'B dispatches received by the 
war department up to this afternoon 
says anything about any American 
troops having been captured by the 
Germans, but officials here have no 
reason to doubt the Berlin announce
ment. 

Capture, killing and wounding of 
American troops on the battle front, 
they say, will be one of the Inevita
ble fortunes of war. Moreover the 
German high command has appeared 
very eager to capture some Americans 
and recently the commanders on the 
front offered special money rewards 
and other inducement to the first Ger
man troops who should take a man 
In thfe. American uniform. 

Night Raiding Parties. 
Although the sector In which the 

American unit 1b being hardened to 
trench warfare Is comparatively a 
quiet one; there have been night 
raiding parties on both sides—in 
which American soldiers participated 
—r«.r)d ^ some haye been taken pris-

~ noct^i^e^^^'^en "*!*© railers 
from the French trenches met up with 

'A German/patrol prowling- about in 
' No Mans Land. 

Tfhe government has taken steps, to 
be' assured that American prisoners 
in German hands will fare as well as 
Jt Is possible to arrange it and, in
deed. their lot may be better than the 
average. Through the Red Cross at 
Geneva the government has arranged 
to provide food. and clothing for 
American prisoners so they may not 
be forced- to depend on the insuffi
cient and constantly shrinking bounty 
of the Germans.' 

TWO PRIVATES DEAD. 
Washington. Nov. 3.—General Per

shing reported to the war depart
ment today the death of two privates, 
«•« frnm natural causes and the 

BIG JUMP IN 
PLEDGE SIGNERS 

26,000 Signed Cards Have 
Been Returned to Head

quarters. 
Fargo, N. D., Nov. 3.—A large 

number of food pledges have bees 
turned into the office of the commit-
teee in this city from all over the 
state each day and the last report 
showed that 26,000 pledges had been 
signed. 

It Is expected that a flood of 
pledges will come in during the last 
few days of the campaign. A large 
number of the workers have stated 
that they will not be able to flnlsli 
their work this week and will be com
pelled to extend their canvass over 
all of next week. 

It is reported that a large number 
of the foreign people who cannot read 
or write Have been warned not to 
sign the pledges because the govern
ment is working out a scheme to con
fiscate the food in private homes. 
This is absolutely untrue, and the 
government Is encouraging, thd: signs.-
ing of tKe cards merely .for-the'conS 
servation of fpod by every family " in 
the state. r 

Craft, Auxiliary of Battle
ship Michigan, Founders 

in Home Waters. 

MINNESOTA GOPHERS ELECT. 
Minneapolis, Minn.,,. Nov. 3.—E. A. 

Freeman, Grand Rapids,' was elected 
president and W. O. Lippitt, Jackson, 
vice president, at the closing session 
of the Minnesota Educational associ
ation's annual convention here today. 
Resolution^ were adopted pledging 
support to the government, endorsing 
woman suffrage by constitutional 
amendment and favoring state-wide 
prohibition, 

Italians 
Repulse 
Teutons 

Attempts to Reach Right 
Bank of Tagliamento 

River Fail. 

Washington, Nov. 3.—Twelve men 
—all the crew of the picket boat of 
the Battleship Michigan—were lost 
when their little craft foundered in 
home waters. 

The brief announcement of the dis
aster today by the navy department 
gave no details. Presumably the boat 
was on patrol duty and foundered in 
a heavy sea or met with some acci
dent. 

Three bodies have been found and, 
inasmuch as all the others are miss
ing, the navy department assumed 
that all were lost. 

"The navy department announces 
that on October 30 the picket boat of 
the U. S. S. Michigan foundered. Ap
parently the entire crew were lost 
The finding of the bodies of three of 
the crew and the failure to find any 
other trace of the boat or its occu
pants leads the department to believe 
that all were lost" 

The navy department made public 
the following death, list: John J. 
Schultx, seaman, brother. Fort Wayne, 
Ind.; Joseph H. Hendriekson, seamHQ,. 

wnver, Colo.; AMw 
mother, Detroit, 

Mich.; Austin _£tweod, seaman, fath
er, Sandusky, Ohio; Arthur A. Flow, 
seaman, father, Matthews, N. C.; An
drew F. Meister, gunners mate, moth
er; Wilkesbarre, Pa.; Walter H- Fisch
er, coxswain, father, Chicago; Clar
ence L>. Jones, seaman, mother, Bucks-
port, Maine; Edmund L. Tamillo, 
coxswain, mother, Chicago; James P. 
Toung, chief gunners mate, sister, 
Brooklyn, N, Y.; George M. Hidmarch 
Jr., seaman, Rational naval volunteers 
(no detailed information regarding en
listment). 

Berlin, Nov. 3.—(Brit
ish Admiralty per Wireless 
Press)—More than 200,-
000 prisoners have been 
taken in the Austro-Ger-
man campaign on the Ital
ian front, the war office re
ports. There was no im
portant fighting on this 
front yesterday. 

The announcement fol
lows: 

"There have been no 
further important military 
operations. 

"Up to the present more 
than 200,000 prisoners and 
more than 1,800 guns have 
been enumerated. The 
booty in machine guns, 
mine throwers, motor Ve
hicles, baggage and other 
war material cannot be es
timated even approximate
ly." 

Rome, Nov. 3.—Austro-
German pressure was more 
noticeable yn»terday on the 
|eft ~wing or the Italian 
armies on the Tagliamento 
line, says the statement is
sued today by the Italian 
war office. 

Attempts made by the 
Teutons to reach the right 
bank of the river, the state
ment adds, have been detain
ed by the Italian troops. 

T H E  N E W  F R O N T  

A N O T H E R  V I C T I M ?  
other, a Milwaukee man, from gun
shot' wound, recorded as possibly ac
cidental. 

Private Frank Vana, infantry, died 
November 1 of blood poisoning as the 
result of a gunshot wound, possibly 
accidental. His mother, Mrs. May 
Vana, lives at No. 437 Twelfth street 
Milwaukee. 

Private Ralph W. Wheeler, niachlne 
gun battalion, a son of Wheelkr, West
moreland, New Hampshire, died Oc
tober 29 of natural causes. 

Tug Firemen's Strike 
Congests The Harbor At 

Buffalo; Want More Pay 
Buffalo, N. Y., Nov. 3.—A strike of 

tug firemen resulted today in serious 
congestion in the harbor here, where 
thousands of bushels of exeport wheat 
are arriving daily from upper lake 
ports. 

The day crews notified the local 
manager of the Great Lakes Towing 
company last night that they would 
not return to work today because 
their wages were not satisfactory. The 
night crews did not report 

T. P. O'Connor, president of the In
ternational Longshoremen's associa
tion, with which the Tug Firemen's 
association Is affllated, wired the local 
chairmen of the firemen that the 
strike was unauthorised and threaten
ed to withdraw the local charter If 
the men do not return to work. 

FERRY SERVICE ON 
MISSOURI HALTED 

BY BIG ICE CAKES 
Bismarck, N. D., Nov. 3.—Huge 

cakes of ice, floating in the swift cur
rent of the Missouri, have compelled 
a-suspension of ferry service between 
Bislnarck and Mandan. The Red 
Trail Ferry Go's boat Marlon is still 
in the river, with several planks 
sprung as a-result of battles with the 
Ice, but no effort will be made to 
cross any cars until the river becomes 
freer of ice. The possibility of the 
boat's being overturned by a minia
ture iceberg is ever present, and 
President 3. A. Newton announces 
that in the Interest of public safety 
service will not be resumed until all 
chance of danger has passed. Both 
approaches have been freeslng up 
every night but the real difficulty is 
presented by the floating ice coming 
from the upper reaches of the big 
river. 
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Blow Up 
Bridges 
onAisne 

Retirement of Teutons in 
Prospect Since Petain's 

Drive Near Laon. 

BERLIN WAR OFFICE 
DOES NOT EXPLAIN 

French Advancing Between 
Oise Canal and Region 

of Corbeny. 

The map shows the new Italian front where fateful war issues are 
now being decided, in its relative position in the sphere of world war. 
Switzerland is now an oasis between the French and Italian war fronts. 

British Sink 

Ten Trawlers 

(By Associated Press.) 
Blowing up bridges as they 1 

retreated, the Germans on 
the Aisne front in northern 
France have given up their 
precarious hold on the Che-
min Des Dames plateau and 
retired to the north bank of 
the Ailette river along a 
front of approximately 13 
miles, closely followed by 
the French. 

This retirement by the 
German crown prince has 
been in prospect since the re
cent successful drive by Gen
eral Petain southwest of 
Laon, which carried the 
French to the banks of the 
Oise-Aisne canal at the west
erly end of the Chemin Des 
Dames and-,-gave them artil
lery domination of a large 
section of the German lines 
to the east. 

Geneva, Switzerland, NOT. 3. 
—The newspaper La 801880*8 
Lake Constance correspond
ent says a fleet of Zeppelin 
airships left there Wednesday 
for the Trentino front of the 
Austro-ltalian theater. 

For the second time within eight 
| months allied pressure has caused a 

London, Nov. 3.—Thirty men on the German aux
iliary cruiser Marie of Flensburg were killed in an en
gagement with British destroyers, according to an Ex
change Telegraph dispatch from Copenhagen. 

~ ~ I  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h e  T e u t o n  l i n e  o n  t h e  
Copenhagen, Nov. 3.—The sinking of a German raider j western front The Germans have 

„ * ** ' , . J ~ ° j | . retreated from the hilly front of the 
named Crocodile, a.nd of ten berman armed trawlers is re~:cemin Des Dames, northeast of sots-
ported by men otrtwo-Danish aLeaiu&hips.-Thc^ sd> l^ey !^e

n
r^n<1 pouth of Tjaon' to 

sighted the German vessels in flames and later saw them j Retirement Not Defined. 
. , j The German war office, however, 

Sink. | fails to define the limits of the retire-

The commerce raider, which was disguised, and the^Trtday"night h^nV"^^ 
trawlers were sunk yesterday in the Skagerrak, an arm of reached ^thjs country _and ti^ other 
the North sea between Norway and Denmark. 

The British destroyers thus effected 
another cleanup of German naval | 
forces in Scandinavian waters. 

The Crocodile was a new ship of j 

nearly 1,000 tons and carried a crew 
of 100 men. 

Engaged in Cattegat. 
London, Nov. 3.—The admiralty an

nounces that certain British forces i 
have been engaged in the Cattegat, an . 
arm of the North sea between Sweden , 
and Denmark, and the prisoners are 
being brought in. No further Informa
tion Is yet at hand. 

Attacked on Belgian Coast 
London, Nov. 3.—An attack was 

made today on British vessels patrol
ling the Belgian coast by an electric
ally controlled high speed boat The 
boat was destroyed. 

HERTLING TO 
HAVE UNITED 

REICHSTAG 
All Parties Expected to Sup

port New German 
Chancellor. 

<< Underground Route" 
To Germany Thought 

Discovered In Arrest 
El Paso. Tex., Nov. 3.—In the arrest 

of Ernest Lohendorff, government 
agents here believe they have discov
ered an "underground route" by 
which information has been transmit
ted between the United States and 
Mexico City for relay to Germany. 

Returns From Food 
Pledge Week Campaign 

Pass Five Million Mark 
Washington, Nov. 3.—With prob

ably little more than half the country 
heard from, returns from the . food 
pledge week campaign today passed 
the five million mark. A statement 
issued today said it probably would 
be at least ten days before anything 
like complete results could be ' an
nounced, since New York state has 
definitely decided to carry on its 
drive over another week and indica
tions are .that about twenty other 
states will follow suit. 

Copenhagen. Nov. 3.—Chancellor 
von Hertling evidently will have be
hind him at the start at least, the 
united support of all parties in the 
reichstag except the conservatives 
and radical Socialists. He will be 
started on his way with a formal vote 
of confidence after his speech outlin
ing his policy. 

According to the chancellor's organ, 
the Germania, the reichstag will be 
convoked in mid-November especially 
to listen to the declarations of the 
new head of the government. An in
terpellation will be the occasion for 
the speech, because the rules of the 
reichstag permit the members to 
register their opinions of the govern
ment after an interpellation debate. 

Berlin political writers agree in 
predicting that Philipp Scheidemann 
and his Socialist followers, who, it was 
feared, would withdraw from formal 
membership in the majority bloc, and 
also the national liberals, *ho never 
definitely entered it will form part 
of the new coalition majority. 

BOARD SUSPENDS CALL BOARD. 
Elgin, 111., Nov. 3.—The board of 

trade suspended its call board today 
and , requested the food administra
tion to furnish quotations on extras 
in creamery butter, according to 
Wheeler's price schedule. 

The action was taken at the re
quest of the food administrator. 

side of the Berlin report is not known. 
The German statement says the 
troops of the German crown prince 
systematically withdrew their lines 
"unnoticed and undisturbed by the en
emy." 

Probably the Germans have only 
retired across the Ailette river from 
Chavignon to Craonne. about 13 miles, 
or they may have started on a re
treat paralleling that- of last March 
on the Somme, when they finally fell 
back before Anglo-French pressure 
from Arras to Soissons. 

Petain Keaches Canal. 
General Petain, in his successful 

drive last week, reached the Oise-
Aisne canal, eight miles southwest of 
Laon and captured more than 12,-
000 prisoners. From the positions 
gained then the French could and did 
bombard the Germans clinging to the 
hilly strip between the Cemin Des 
Dames and the Ailette. 

The hills on the northern bank of 
the Ailette generally are not as high 
as those on the south and the crown 
prince may have gone back to the line 
of the river Ardon, which runs south
west from Laon and joins the Ailette 
north of Chavignon. It is improbable 
that Germans did not retire across the 
Ailette, as not to do so might place 
them in a worse position than on top 
of the ridge. 

Might Include Lson. 
The retirement might include l&on, 

the reputed southern" citadel on Hin-
denburg line of last March, but if the 
front of the Ailette is given up a line 
from St. Quentin through La Fere., 
Laon and Montague to Neufchatel-
Sur-Aisne. along the railroad between 
La Fere and Neufchatel might offer 
a good halting place. A retirement 
only to the northern bank of the 
Ailette between Chavignon and 
Craonne might not affect the line from I 
Chavignon north to St. Quentin, but"1 

a further retreat would involve the 
present lines as far as la Fere at 
least On the eastern end of the 
Chemin Dee Dames, if the retirement 
is not made secure quickly, there is , 
the possibility of a French blow In j 

Champagne which might straighten < 
out the entire front from Craonne te 
Verdun. 

Cadorna Halts Momentarily. 
General Cadorna h*4 halted on the I 

western bank of the Tagliamento, mo- l 
mentarily at least to faee the oncom-

(Continued en Page S.) 

When ready to lay up your car let us 
store it for you in our bonded ware
house.' $5.00 per month. ; i 
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