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OUTLAWING GAS.

. There will be general approval of the action of
the five great powers represented at the Washing-
ton conference in placing a ban on the use of poison
gas in warfare. Reasons for popular satisfaction
with this decision are both sentimental and practi-
cal.. Itis impossible to apply rules of logic to senti-
ment. There is undoubtedly plenty of logic in sup-
port of the use of gas in warfare.
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letter must be attached the typewritten :
sender, as well as his written signature. ~ That in-
sured the transmittal of information, as well as pro-
viding for whatever,eccentricities of signature the
writer chose to eniploy. - - - \

THE MILLER CHARGES . .
The filing of charges tending to show the un-
fitness of an, individual for a-highly important po-
sition is not a pleasant act for any one to perfdrm.

‘And when the individual has actually been nomin-

|

ated for an office by the highest official in the land,
on the recommendation of at least one senator from
his own state, and with the concurrence of the head
of one of the great departments of the federal gov-
ernment, there must be strong conviction to recon-

cile the averagé man to the formulation- of such
3 "'"i ”it ‘.mx months, $6.60; Threa momths, §2.76; W{ch‘ar es. i

Vevertheless, reputable citizéns of unques-

Grana | tioned standing in their own communities, finding
ore that, failing positive action on their part,

ndrew

Miller, of Bismarck, is certain to be given a position-

on the federal bench, have,placed before the judici-

tary committee of the United States senate a formal
'statement reciting their belief in the unfitness of
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Mr. Miller for this position, and stating in detail
their reagons for this conviction. ’
The men who have signed this protest would

'not have done so unless they believed they had

abundant reason. They are in a position to know

.what the facts are. They state what they assert to

ibe facts, without qualification.

If the facts are as

i stated, if they are even approximlately as stated, it
would be a shameful act to place Mr. Miller on the

The main object|which is purely political.

bench. For the committee to ignore the protest
would be to say that they do not care what may be
the character of a federal judge. Responsibility -in
the matter cannot be shirked. There are sinister
rumors of the means employed by Senator Mc
Cumber to force this appointment on the administra-
tion, an appointment which has not been supported
by any element in North Dakota outside of that
But whatever influenc

in a battle is to kill the enemy or put him out of mdy have been brought to bear on the administra-

commission. In the olden days that

¢nd was . tion, the senate cannot take shelter behind that. The

achieved by means of a club, an ax or a spear. Some | senate has too conspicuously and too emphatically
of our ancestors may hayve looked with disfavor onasserted its right to independence of action to “pass
the killing of an enemy with an arrow shot from a|the buck” teo the ipresident in this case.

distance. The thing may have been unsportsman-
like. But the bow and arrow took their place, to
be supplanted later by firearms, and there, again,

there may have Deen criticisms of the newfangled

device on grounds oi humanity and sportsmanship.
Obviously, it is quitc as humane to kill a man by
pouring gas, over him as it is to explode a charge of
TNT in his immediate vicinity. Nevertheless,
there is a sentiment against the use of gas, and that
sentiment must be recognized. :

The practical objections are very real. War
gas, in its most effective forms, is not only fatal to
armed men, but may be equally fatal, long after an
engagement, to noncombatants. Moreover, the
projects for the use of gas against populous cities
are thoroughly shocking in their diabolical nature.
A civilization which demands that a merchant ves-

, sel shall not be attacked until ail civilians have been

i

i placed in safety cannot consistently tolerate the in-
. discriminate slaughter of women and children in
- their city and village homes by means of gas delib-
» erately let loose for that specific purpose.

The verdict against gas has been agreed to by

i ' the principal nations at the conference, and all other
i i nations are invited to concur.

| - mterest of humanity. But the fact remains that
. --Germany, in the late war, inaugurated the use of

The step is in the

gas in defiance of existing regulations to the con-
trary. ;

POLITICAL ENLIGHTENMENT.

While the enfranchisement of women has failed
signally in one of the results anticipated by some
.of its advocates, namely, that of setting apart the
women of the country as a separate voting element,
it has influenced methods of campaigning in some
sections of the country in a rather important way.

Organizations of women voters were created,
not for the purpose of inducing the members to vote
in a particular way, but for the purpose of aiding
the members to a knowledge of political issues with
which many of them had formerly not come into
close contact. Various means were employed to
place information before the members of such or-

ganizations. Persons known to be familiar with
the subjects at issue were invited ' to state their
views. Political candidates were questioned by

In the
state of New York, particularly, there has been de-

1 veloped on a rather large scale the custom of hav-

ing, not formal speeches, but informal talks by can-
didates to small groups of women, at which gather-
ings questions are freely asked and answered. The
freedom and informality at such meetings con-
tributes to discussions of a sort different entirely
from anything possible under the older methods of

/| tampaigning.

: This plan, as it has been carried out, has'been
_the means of real enlightenment. The purpose has
not been to heckle or confuse speakers. That

_ practice is an old one. and, according to most Amer-

_ican views, a highly objectionable one. In England

. 1t is taken as a matter of course, but in this country

‘it is favored only in the rougher communities. But
the conversational gathering, where the purpose is
to elicit information, and to reach an understanding
to the attiude of the candidate, is a very differ-

_matter. In giving an impetus to this form of

i campaigning the extension of the franchise has con-

e da véry real benefit.

= HANDWRITING. -

‘Ask any business man what he thinks' of the
pdwriting of the average school pupil, and you
likely to hear some very uncomplimentary re-
e average business man has a very poor
n of the kind of writing that is tzliught in the

t the same business man to give you a
is own writing in the form of a“signa-
u are a wizard if you ¢an read it. The
atake might just as well be written in
i8'an illcgible scrawl. Not long ago a
er published the-fac simile signatures
en prominent business men, designat-
“number. Readers of the paper were
p decipher the signatures.and send in the
bbody succeeded in - interpreting  any-
-of them, and there were very few
could read more than about one-fourth
£ ‘ ’ /i
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The charges against Miller demand thorough
and impartial investigation. And thorough and im-
partial investigation, with the determination to act
on the facts as ascertained can lead to but one re-
sult, the emphatic rejection of Miller’s appointment.

THE HEATON VERDICT.

In the case of Frank C. Heaton, former teller in
the Scandinavian-American Bank of Fargo, whose
trial for embezzlement has attracted attention
throughout the state, the jury after hours of deliber-
ation found the defendant guilty of embezzling less
than $20.00. This subjects the defendant to a fine
of not more than $100 and confinement for not more
than 30 days in jail. The verdict was accompanied
with a recommendation for leniency. :

The case has been followed with unusual in-
terest because it involved transactions bearing on
the conditions in the Scandinavian-American Bank
during a period when that bapk was in close alliance
with the Bank of North Dakota, and was a recogniz-
ed part of the political machinery of the Nonpartis-
an league. The bank was closed by order of At-
torney General Langer-on the ground that it was in
unsound condition and was no longer a safe depbsi-
tary for the funds of the people. e contention of
the attorney general was denied by the officers of
the bank and by the administration of the state, and
every effort was put forth to prevent the actual facts
concerning its condition from coming to the knowl-
edge of the public. Upon the demand of persons
representing the state administration, a majority of
the supreme court, denying opportunity for the at-
torney general to present the facts in the case, or-
dered the re-opening of the bank, and it containued
on its way until even with this kind of support, its
further operation became an impossibility and it
collapsed of its own weight, its doors being finally
closed some months ago. )

The testimony in the Heaton cage has revealed
not only that all of the statements as to its condi-
tion at thq time of its first closing were justified, but
that these represented only a part of the material
facts in the case. The bank was utterly insolvent
and according to the testimony submitted and not
controverted, its funds had been misappropriated
right and left, some of them apparently having been
stolen outright, and others having been used to bol-
ster up decrepit banks elsewhere and to strengthen
the credit which the league managers were attémpt-
ing to use for the promotion of more of their politi-
cal schemes. The charges made against the opera-
tion of the bank have been more than sustained.
There has been abundant ground for the filing of ad-
ditional charges, and ‘the public will demand that
the case be prosecuted until every person involved
1in the attempt to defraud the state and the deposi-
tors shall have been properly tried before a jury.
The verdict in this case is of course an absurdity.
If Heaton embezzled anything, he embezzled more
than $20.00. The finding of a verdict of this kind is
one of the illustrations frequently given of the pecu-
liar workings of our jur$ system. The juror is
sworn at the outset of a trial to de€ide according to
the facts as presented in the testimony, and accord-
ing to the law as interpreted to him by the court.
The adequacy of the law and the equity of its ap-
plication are matters with. which the juror is not
supposed to have any concern. Nevertheless; jurors
have a fashion at times of disregarding both the
law and the facts as presented. Regardless of what
they have promised to do, they decide not only on
whether or not the facts come within the purpose
of the law, but upon the justice or injustice of that
lJaw as applied to a particular case. They do not
always confine themselves to the testimony present-
ed in court. They read between the lines of that
testimony and assumie the existence of other facts
‘which appear to them to have a bearing upon the
case at issue, and upon this sort of consideration,
they endeavor in many cases to administer what
they believe to be justice regardless of what the law
says and of what the sworn testimony reveals. It
is in’ this manner . that the Heaton verdict must be'
interpreted. There is absolutel
sented in the sworn testimony for finding Heaton
guilty of the embezzlecent of dnly $20.00. It is quite
apparent that the jury believed Heaton to have been
used as the tool of other men, some of them holding
more responsible positions than he, and that regard-
less of law, they c(lld not intend to permit him to be
made the scapegoat for the sins of his superiors.
Apparently they felt that there was no escape from
a verdict of guilty, but in- rendering that verdict
they limited it in such a manner as to reduce it t
aBsqu terms. g g 2 T B

A 'fn ostrich is worth about $300. The size of

her egg is satisfactory, but the frequency of it is‘fot,

) It is hard to dispute the hen’s-right to make a
noise when she drops a nickel egg into thg slot. .~
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CHAPTER XXXVI.—Continued.
Iv.

The theory of the Dauntless regard-
ing Carol's absence:

Mrs. Will Kennicott and son, Hugh
left on No. 24 on Baturday last for a
stay of some months in Minneapolis,
Chicago, New York, and Washington.
Mrs. Kennicott confided to Ye Scribe
that she will be connected with one
of the multifarious war activities now
centering in the Nation's Capital for a
brief period before returning. Her
countless friends who appreciate 'her
splendid labors with the local Red
Cross realize how valuable she will be
to any war board with which she
chooses to become connected. Gopher
Prairie thus adds another ghining
star to its service flag, and without
wishing to knock any neighboring
communities, we would like -to know
any town of anywheres near our size
in the state that has such a sterling
war record. Another reason why
you'd better Watch Gopher Prairie
Grow.

L] - .

Mr. and Mrs. David Dyer, Mrs. Dy-
er's sister, Mrs. Jennie Dayborn otz
Jackrabbit, and Dr. Will Kennicott |
drove to Minniemashie on Tuesdayi
for a delightful picnic. i

CHAPTER XXXVII i
I !

She found employment in the Bu-
reau of War Risk Insurance. Though
the armistice: with Germany was
signed a few weeks after her coming
1o Washington, the work of the bu-
reau continued. She filed corre-
spondence all day, then she dictated
answers to letters of inquiry. It was|
an enduragce of monotonous details,
yet she asserted that she had found
“real work."”

Disillusions she did have. She dis-
covered that an ,office is as full of!
cliques and scandals as a Goph(;ri
Prairie, She discovered that most of
the women in the government bu-
reaus lived unhealthfully, dining on!
snatches in theiy crammed apartments, !
But she also discovered that business!
women may have friendships and en-.
mities as frankly as men, and may
revel in a bliss which no housewife
attains—a free Sunday. It did not ap-
pear that the Great World nceded
her inspiration, but she felt that her.
letters, her contact with the anxieties
of men and ‘women all over the coun-
try, were a part of vast affairs, not
confined to Main Street and a kitoh-
on, but linked with Paris, Bangkok,
Madrid.

She perceived that/she could do of-
fice work without losing any of the
putative .feminine virtue of domestic-
ity; that cooking and cleaning, when
| divested of the fussing of an Aunt
| Bessie, take but a tenth of the time
!whlch. in a Gopher Prairie, it is but
decent to devote to them.

Not to have to apologize for her
thoughts to the Jolly Seventeen, not
to have-to report to Kennicott at the
end of the day all that"she had done
or might do, wag a relief which made
up for the office weariness. She felt
that she was no longer one-half'of a
marriage but the whole of a human
being. : : $x

s 11,

iousneas in which she had had.faith:
white columns seen u:?ma leafy
parks, spacious avenues, twisty alleys.
Daily she passed a dark square house
with a hint of magnolias and a court-
vard behind it, and a tall curtained
second-story window through which a
woman was always peering. The
woman was mystery, romance, a story
which told itself differently overy day;
now she was a murdereas, now the
neglected wife of an ambassador. It
was mystery whi¢ch Carol had most
lacked in Gopher Pralrie, where every
ouse was open to view, where every
person was but too easy to meet,;
where there were no secret gates op-’
ening upon moors over which p&a:
might walk by moss-deadened
to strange high adventures fn an an-
clent garden. o i y
As she flitted up Sixteenth street
after a Kreisler recital, given late in
the afternoon for the government
clerks as the lamps  kindled in
spheres of soft fire, as the breeze
flowed into the strest, fresh as prairie

tien

u onette
marble houses on New Hampshire
Avenue, with butlers and limousines;
and men who looked like .fictional
explorers and. aviators. Her days
she knew that in her

were
folly :’ Py away ghe had found
the’couraan o e wiw:

INSTREET

Washington gave her all the srac-f'

A ‘who, whe
;‘%' when

The Story of Carol Kennicott

By Sinclair Lewis

“Sweethearts|

. Unmet” |
‘To Be New Serial |

“Sweethearts Unmet,”
by Berta Buck, is the new
serial story which will ap-
pear in the evening edi-
tions of - The Herald  be-

finning Friday, January
3th. ;

“Sweethearts Unmet” is
a clean and fascinating ro-
mance related in a novel
manner. It is a story that
will please all. Be sure to
read the opening install-
ment. :

i

|

|

She had a dispiriting first month
of hunting lodgings in the crowded
city, She had to roost in w hall-room
in a moidy mansion conducted by an
indignant decayed gentlewoman, and
leave Hugh to the care of a doubtfu]
nurse. But later she made a home.

II1. {

Her first acquaintunce were theé
members of the Tincomb Metaodist
church, a vast red-brick - tabernacle.
Vida Bherwin had given her a letter
to an earnest woman with eye-glasses,
plaid silk walst, and a belief in Bible
Classes, who introduced her to the
Pastor and the Nicer Members of Tin-
comb. Carol recognized in Washing-
ton as she had in California a trans-
planted and guarded Main Street.l
Two-thirds of the church-members
had come from Gopher Prairies. The
church was their sociely and their
siandard; they went to Sunday scry-
ice, Sunday School, Epworih League,
missionary lectures, church suppers,
percisely as they had at home: they
agreed that ambassadors and flippant
newspapermen and infidel scientists
of the bureaus were equally wicked
and to be avoided; and by-cleaving to
Tincomb Church they kept their ideals
from all contamination. %

They welcomed Carol, asked about
her hus d, gave her advice regard-
ing colic ih babies, passed her the gin-
gerbread and scalloped potatoes at
church suppers, and in general made
her very unhappy and lonely, so that
she wondered if she might not enlist
in the milliant suffrage organization
and be aollowed to go to jail. 5

‘Always she was to perceive in
Washington (a8 doubtless she would
Jhave .perceived in Now York or n-
don) a thick streak of Main Street,
The cautious duillness of a Gopher
Prairie appeared ‘in boarding-housos
where ladylike bureau-clerks gossiped
to polite young army officers ‘about
the movies; a thousand Sam Clarks
and a few Widow Bogarts were to be
identified in the Surtlay motor proces-
sion, in theater parties; and at the
dinners of State Socleties; to which
the emigres from Texas or Michigan
qurged that they might ¢onfirm them-
selves in the faith that thelr several
Gopher Prairies were notoriously “a
whole lot peppier and chummier than
this*stuck-up East.”

But she found a Washington which
did not cleave to Main Street.

+ Guy Pollock wrote to' a cousin, a

temporary army captain;, mconfiding |

and buoyant lad who took Carol to
tea-dances, and laughed, as she had
al s wanted some  one to laugh,
a.boa nothi in particular. The
captain introduced her to the secre-
tary of a ‘congressman, a cynical
young widow with maay acquaintances
in the ‘n:vy ﬂm&h‘hu Carol met
commanders ors, newspaper-
men, chemisis and geographers and

envelopes, ' But she was casyally
adopted by this family of- friendly
were not he-

or arrested, toak ‘dancing
Jessons or went picnicking .up. the
Chesapeake Canal or talked about the
B Tl e e ion

o
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With the congressman’s secretary
and the teacher Carol leased a small
flat. Here she found home, her own
place and her own people. She had,
though it absorbed most of her salary,

Ian excellent nurse for Hugh. She her-

self put him to bed and played with
him on holidays. There were walks
with him, there were motionless eve-
nings of reading, but chiefly Washing-
ton was associated with people, scores
of them, sitting about the flat, talk-
ing, talking, talking, not always wise-
ly but always excitedly. It was not at
all the “artists’'s studio” of which, be-
cause of its persistence in fiction, she
had dreamed. Most of them were in
offices all day, and thought more in
card-catalogues or statisiuics th:# in
mass and color. But tlhey played,
very simply, and they- saw no reason
why anything which exists cannot also
be acknowledged. o AL

She was sometimes. shocked quite
as she had shocked Gopher Prairie
by these girls with their cigarcttes
and elfish knowledge. When they
were most eager about soviets or can-
she listened, longed-tc have
some special learning which would
distinguish her, and sighed that her
adventure had come so late. Kennicott
and Main Street had drained her self-
reliance; the presence of Hugh made
her fcel temporary. Some day—oh,
she'd have to take him to open flelds
and the right to climb about hay-lofts.

But the fact that she could never
be emfnent among these scoffing en-
thusiasts did not keep her from be-
ing proud of them, from defending
them In imaginary conversations with
Kennicott, who grunted (she could
hcar his voice), *“They're simply a
bunch of wild impractical theorists
sittin' round chewing the rag,” and
“1 haven't got the time to chase after
a lot of them fool fads; I'm too busy
putting aside a stake for our old age.”

Most of the men who cathe to the
flat, whether they were army officers
or radicals who hated the army, had
the easy gentleness, the acceptance of
women without embarrassed banter,
for which she had lgnged in Gopher
Prairie, Yet they scemed to .be as
efficient as the Sam Clarks. She con-
cluded that it was bedause they were
of gecure reputation, not hemmed in
bv the fire of provincial jealousies,
Kennicott had asserted that the vil-
lager's lack of courtesy is due.to Nis
poverty. “We're no millionaire
dudes,” he ‘boasted. Yet these army
and navy men, these bureau experts,
and  organizers of = multitudinous
leagues, werec cheerful” on three or
four thousand a year, while Kennicott
had, outside of his land Speculations,
six thousand or more, and Sam had
eight.

Nor could she upon inquiry learn
that many of this reckless race died
in the poorhouse. That institution is
reserved for men like Kennicott who,
after devoting fifty yecars to “putting
aside a stake,” incontinently invest
the stake in-spurious oil stocks.

IV.

She was encouraged to believe that
she had not been abnormal in viewin:
Gophet Prairie as unduly tedious and
slatternly. She found the same faith

ot only in girls escaped from domes-
zlﬁlty but also in demure’ old ladies
Who, tragically deprived of esteemed
husba.nda,a.nd huge old houses yet
managed to make a very comfortable
thing of it by living In small flats and
having time to read.

But she also learned that by com-
parison Gopher Prairie was a model
of daring color, clever planning, and
frenzied intellectuality. From her
teacher-housemate she had a sardonic
description of a Middlewestern rail-
road-division town, of the samo size
as Gopher Prairie but devoid of lawns
and trées, a town where the tracls
sprawled along - the cinder-scahbed
Main Street, and the railroad shops,
dripping soot from eaves and door-
way, 1olléd out smoke In greasy coils,

Othér towns she camo 10 know by
aneccdote: a prairie village where the
wind blew all day\long, and the ‘mud
was two feet thlcl)\ in spring, and in
summer the flying/sand soarreq N e
\painted houses and dust covered the
few ftlowers set out in pots, New
England mill-towns’ with the hands
living in rows of cottages like blocks
of lava. A rich farming-center in
New Jersey, off the

rallroad, fu
winds kindiler, as ghe glanced up| fiscal experts from {he bursaus, ani|nious rvied by old men; "nb:’l‘l’::n,!
the elmialley of Massachusetts Ave-|a teacher who was a famillar of the dly jgnorant .old men, sit’ing about
nue,"as she wasg 4 by the integrity | militant suffrage headquarters. The the grocery talking of. James G |
of the ‘Boottish. Temple,  she|teacher took  her to, headquarters. | Blcing, A 'Southern,town, ful]l of the
loved the oity as she ioved no one save!Carol never became a' prominent suf- magnolins and white columns which
Hugh..~..?; e negro shan-|fragist. Indeed her only -récos<ized|Carol had accepted es proof of’ ro-
g rm ‘m 2 Orange| position was as' an able, addresser. of
e ¢
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Try for a Prize

“Main Street” will be completed
in Thursday’'s cvening odition. :
Be ready to send in your letter
tolling what you think of it. >

The Herald wants to know what
its readers think of this story,
and is going to give away $20 in
prizes to find out. 3

Is it a true picturc of lifc in a
small town In the Northwest?

Arc the people which it de-
scribes real people?

arc somc of the questions
to be considcred.
HOW'TO WIN A PRIZE.

When the last installment ~of
“Main Street” appears, write a let-
ter to the “Main Street Editor”
telling whether or not you think
the story gives truc picturc of life
in “Gopher Pralrie” and just why
you have formed the opinion which
you expross. .

To the writer who gives the best
reason for whatever opiion he or
she has formed, we will give a
prize of $10. For the second best
letter we will give a prize of $3.
and for the next seven best letters
prizes of $1 cach.

No letter shonld be more than

idea of the picture it paints.

Here’s a chance to win a little
spending money just for writing a
short letter. .

EVENING EDITION. .. ,*
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( HE QIVES A LUNCHED ClLose-uPsS o \ , R Bl s
GE0 &b HE 'GaLLANTLY: ocﬁzas ATTEMPTS T aeY ThE 00~ PARDO »{G Bt el
1 UseErRUL. " HE 1S Mow [ ovsTers Pyt 1%
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| the new houses there was a ceaseless
jand intimidating heresy-huat.
V. ;

The chart which plots Carol's prog-
!mss is not easy to read. Thé lines
;are broken and uncertain of direction;
often instead of rising they mink in
wavering scrawls; and the colors are
watery blue and. pink .and the dim
gray of rubbed pencil marks. A few
lines are traceable. ' e

Unhappy women are given to pro-
| tecting their sensitiveness by cynical
| gossip, by whining, by high-church
and new-thought religious, or by a fog
of vagueness. Carol had hidden in
none of these refuges from. reality,

had been made timorous by .Gopher
Prairie. Even her flight had been but
the temporary courage of panic. The
thing she gained in Washington was
{ not information about office-systems
and.labor unions but renewed courage,
that amiable contempt called .
Her glimpse of tasks involving mil-
‘,Hona of people and a score of nations
’reduced Main Street from bloated im-
portance to its actual pettiness. She
could never again be quits so awed
by the power with which she hersslf
had endowed the Vidas and Blaussérs
and Bogaris. 3

¥rom her work and from her as-
| sociation with women who had or-
| ganized” sufffage associations in hos-
tile cities, or had defended political

(Continued on Page 6.)
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I It's wvanting keeps us young and ﬂ(t.
It's wanting something just -ahead,

Aqd striving hard to come to it,
That brightens every road we tread.

Thal man is old before his time
Who is supregmely utlhoﬂed $
And does not want some hill to elimb
Or something life dm Btill denied:

A
The want of poverty is grim.

It has a harsh and crusl sting,
But fill the cup up to the brim 5

And that's ‘@' far smore ”*
. thing. Ao b o

A man must wsut h‘om’d&y to AL;-
Must want to reach a distant .
Or claim some treasure far away, o
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but she, who was tender and mefry,

For. want’s the bulder of the soul.
%
ceased to want, has .




