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LAW AND MARRIAGE.

Imperative Need for Whole-
some Legislation.

AN ALARMING STATE OF AFFAIRS.

In the United States the Law of the
Celebration of Marriage is
Shamefully Deficient.

In the earliest period, when popula-
tion was small, scattered and agricultu-
ral, when society was simple, frugal and
conservative, respect for law and con-
formity to civil regulations were almost
universal. Moreover, as settlers of the
same race and faith usuaily dwelt to-
gether, there was unanimity of sex'n.imem
in the protection of the common interest
and the maintenance of social order.
Hence the statatory forms for the cele-
bration of marriage were generally ob-
perved. Though not all-essential, the
impartiality with which they were en-
forced spread abroad the salutary im-
pression that they were equally indis-
pensable to constitute matrimony.

Now, this is a great, a rapidly-growing
nation. There exists the widest diversity
of race, religion and sentiments. Popula-
tion is congregating in cities. Labor, for-
saking the fields, is crowding into factor-
jes and tenements. In the shops, in the
factories, in nearly every occupation, at

t odds and under peculiar tempta-
ons, women compete with men in the
pelfish, exacting struggle for preferment
for daily bread. Industrial struggle and
discontent and social evils are rife in the

community. In view of these
facts are we fortifying our
social institutions, and strengthen-

ing the foundations of social order?
And the family—the unit and the source
o!societg—are we guarding its dignity
and confirming its approaches by the
sanctities of religior and the safegaards
of law? Nay, our courts are forsaking,
not protecting, are tearing down, not
building up, ‘‘the very basis of the whole
fabric of civilized society.”” For the
knowledge is rapidly spreading from the
highest courts in this country that in
forming the marriage relation there is no
need of magistrate or winister, or of any
formality whatever. It is singular,”
said Chief Justice Gilchrist, of New
Hampshire, ‘‘that the most important of
all uman contracte, on which
the rights and duties of the
whole community depend, requires
less formality for its validity
than a conveyance of an acre of land, a
policy of insurance, or the agreements
which the statute of frauds requires
should be in writing.” What wonder,
then, that the disregard of the ‘‘legis-
lative recommendation and advice” is
constantly increasing, and the evil of
clandestine marriages and secret unions,
by destroying the integrity of the family,
is sapping the foundations of so-
ciety ? an the courts deny an
easy termination to the relation to
which they permil so easy an entrance?

““The contract of marriage is the most

important of all human transactions;”

yet, the form and circumstances of its
execution being left to the will and
caprice of the parties, its existence may

be involved in the utmost uncertainty
and obscurity. ‘‘Whether the relation
of husband and wile lawfully exists
never should be left uncertain.” These
are the words of Chancellor Kent, and
yet it is a corollary of the doctrine which
he introduced that the exi

contract, when judicially called in ques-
tion, may be established merely by evi-
dence of the subsequent conduct of the
parties and of their reputation in the
community.

But it may be said that, in fact, sec-
recy and uncertainty are rare in formlng

the marriage relation, because custom

and public sentiment are as a rule able
to secure the observance of religious

forms. This assertion, ever if admitte:
to be true, is not pertinent. For the law

must be shaped so as to control, not

those who follow, but those who disre-
gard custom and public sentiment. ““The
system of irregular marriage now per-
mitted by the law in Scotland,”” says the
report of the Royal Commission on the
Laws of Marriage, ‘“appears to us to be
irreconcilable with the principle that, ia
a contract of this importance, the law
should limsn:ll 3110 ntt?inment of tli-s

3 o degree of certainty. To
gemhnhvemxtent its operations may be
narrowed or corrected by the sentiments
and habits of the people, it seems to us
undeniable that it opens the door to
much doubt and uncertainty.”’

By the law of nature, marriage may be
constituted by the mutual present con-
sent of competent persons, without the
addition of any formality. Such is our
prevailing or unwritten common law to-

day. Hence, upon this matter of vital
mi ‘universal concern the United States
has the mini of civil regulation and

uirements—the law of nature as it
exists among savafa tribes, and as it
was in the Middle Ages, the darkest
of modern times.
But in the United States this law ex-
ists not only at a critical period, but also
at certain points. The Kent doctrine is
spreading- without dissent throughout
our Western Btates and our Territories.
In many, if not in the most of these,
society is still in its formative stage. Its
constructive, healthful forces are already
severely taxed in their struggle toward
law, order, morality and religion. As in
all communities, society in the West
must center about the family ; and upon
the fate of the latter the fate of the
former must rest. What a risk, then, 18
rum, while the courts disclaim and the
tures disregard all responsibility.
significant and startling fact
is that this is the law also in localities
the largest Negro popuiation
—in South Carolina,. Georgia nmf all the
Gulf States except ’I‘gxu. Even in the
last it is not yet judicially rejected. The
woret effects of slavery upon the Negro
were not material, but intellectual and
moral. - Since the war his material con-
dition has been rapidly improving. Has
his social condition mad Ten
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cities is largely, in some mainly, foreign
born; and the swelling tide of immigra-
tion bears to us, unfortunately, not the
protective, conservative spirit displayed
abroad toward the marriage celebration,
but the social evils that fester and
threaten in Europe. Much is said of the
imminent daoger to the State through
the political corruption of the cities; an
of their social condition a vivid though
limited impression was received from
the recent Anarchist disturbances.
Though their actual condition is not
and cannot be described, sufficient is
known to make their reclamation a work
of immediate necessity. To be sure,
society camnnot be reformed by act of
Legislature. But a law should embody
the truths of experience and should ex-
press the better sentiment of the commu-
nity. In both respects ourlaw of the
celebration of marriage is shamefully de-
ficient, and can be rectified only by leg-
islation. Whether the evil has resulted
from the blunders of the Legislatures or
from the misinterpretations of the courts,
is not at present the chief concern. The
evil exists; the remedy is clear. In
theory, the Legislaturte makes and the
Courts interpret the law. In this case,
the Courts have so interpreted the law
that it must be made over by ths Legis-
lature.—[ Atlantic Monthly.
Islam’s Vigorous Life.

I have been told by an esteemed Eng-
lish friend (a well-known student of the
religious systems of the East) that the
Christians of Great Britain and America
will be shocked at the very thought of
any educated person defending the doc-
trines of Islam; for whilst Buddhism,
with its positive atheism and idolatry,
can claim a respectful consideration
amongst English speaking races, the re-
ligion of Mohammed, with all its grand

gross and too sensual to admit of a con-
sistent defense. And I readily believe
it, for no man can read, as I have done,
those ignorant and bigoted attacks on
the faith which are scattered broadcast
over British India, or the numerous
English anti-moslem works in the Brit-
ish Museum, without feeling assured
that the day nas not yet come (although
it is drawing near) when the despised
Moslem can obtain an impartial hearing.

And yet it was Islam which inspired
the minds of such men as Ibn Sina (Ave-
cenna), Abul Walid (Averroes), Abu
Bakr (Avempace), and Al Ghazali, and
enabled them to retain the knowledge of
God amidst the abstractions of philo-
sophical research. It was Islam that
crushed a corrupt form of Christianity,
and for centuries led the van of the
nations in the merch of literature and
ecience. It was Islam that drove out
atheistic Bnddhism from Central Asia
and the whole of India, and gave to
wild and uncivilized tribes a knowledge
of the true God. And it is Islam
which still defines the efforts of wealthy
missionary corporations (animated for
the most part by strong party consider-
ations rather than with a desire to propa-
gate truth), and still claims the homage
and devotions of 180 millions of the hu-
man race. Every Friday converts to Is-
lam from heathenism are received by
hundreds in tte great cities of India,
while even Christians are compelled to
admit that Islam is spreading with mar-
velous rapidity through the whole conti-
nent of Africa, Modern Christianity,

demands suit itself to the requirements

view.

Mr. Ward Would Not Kow=tow.

In the November ‘‘American Maga-
zine’” Mr. L. McIntosh Ward, in his ar-
ticle on the “First American Embassy to
Pekin,” thus describes the negotiations
about an interview between the Ameri-
can Minister and the Emperor :

The Commissioners, however, would
discuss nothing but the proposed audi-
ence with the Emperor. One of the
Commissioners stated that the Emperor
himself was desirous of conferring with
Mr. Ward, having been favorably im-
pressed with what he had heard of
America and Americans, and wishing to
see the first representative of that nation
who had visited his capital. The stum-
bling block in the way of the audience
wastherite called the Kow-tow,which Mr.
Ward refused to perform. The Commis-
sioners requested Mr. Ward to kneel to
the Emperor, and agreed that the knock-
ing of the head on the ground would be
dispensed with. To this Mr. Ward re-
plied that while he entertained the
greatest resrect for the Emperor, and in
that only felt what the President him-
self had expressed in the letter of which
he was the bearer, yet he wished to de-
clare that highly as he would regard an
audience and important as he deemed it
under the circumstances, still he had
never asked for an audience, and the
treaty said nothing about it, and he
could not kneel when he came before the
throne; he could orly salute the Em-

ror as he did his own Ruler; that he

nelt only a8 an act of worship before
God, and would do so to no man.
Attractions in Newark Lodging

Houses.

There are some odd signs to be seen
in the streets of Newark by an observant
stroller. River street furnishes a few of
the most peculiar, Over one saloon door
is the inscription :

lmging ten Eculé per n'i-g'l'\t, :
3 with glass of whisky in
the morning,

A few doors further down is another
almost similar, except that it gives the
customer the choice between a glass of
whisky and a cup of coffee. At another
door is the notification that ““The music
has moved to No, —.””—[Newark Press
Register.

A Test.

“What would you do,” asked the fireman black,
Of the grimy engineer,

“If suddenly upon the track

A woman should appear?

And suppose you were running a little behind,

With your gauge chock up to ‘L,’

And the woman was deaf and dumb and blind,
And couldn’t hear whistle or bell?"”

“Do!" said the grimy engineer,

With a look of coid disdain,

“I"d get out there and leave you here
To take your chance with the train!

I'd straighten out on that

And that woman I woul

Before she knew whether we were freight,

Express, wild or dispatch!”

“That,” said the fireman, “I call game!"”
And he shoveled in the coal,
it he'd do the same

Ellot

s lnod and adeq

the law 5: the celebration of marriage ?
But it is a fact more grave and

in our t centers of

8, in nearly our cites, the
status of marriage may be consti-
simply by a private agreement be-

tween t

persons. New York,

n

In a similar kind of & hole.
d the light cast a long, thin stream,

Through the night of dismal black,

When suddenly there came the scream

Of a woman on the track. _

“Jnmp;'.‘."-'hrlehd the fireman,
But the engineer sat still,

And a woman'’s so; i d
A it :ro;n joys and woes

““There she

on'the pilot-plate?
or you!

e {
to avert her fate,
do?”

As you boasted you would
"’ #aid the grimy engineer,

sew bit frouble hers,
ew but ble h
's better off, e

JBer to hash,

conceptions of God, is regarded as too,

clothed, as it is, in the hateful garb of
the conqueror, can never establish itself
in the East, nor can it with its ascetic

of savage races.—[North American Re-
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Michigan.
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Cor. Second and Svring 8ts., Los Angeles, Cal
SORE THROAT,

Inflemmatory action of any kind in the nose
speedily extends iteelf to the throat. From
heihroat each breath we draw carries the
irritetion onward and downward through the
bronchial tubes; as these are involved the sup-
ply of airto the lungs becomes gradually di-
minished, tubercules may form aud bronchitis
end in consumption. ‘“‘Sore throat” is the
popular term used in speaking of throat dis
eases, differing widely from each cther in
their nature and treatment.
ethroat comprises the whole space from
the posterior nares down to the entrance into
the windpipe and gullet. The several parts
liable to disease are the mucous membrane
lining the throat, the mucous fo:licles or little
lande, which in health, secrete the lubricat-
ng mucous, the uvala or pedulus part which
hangs down from the curtain oi the palate and
the tonsils,

ACUTE OR SIMPLE SORE THROAT.
The most simple form of throat diseasc is
inflammation of the mucous membrane, re-
sulting from recent cold, It is most prevalent
in cold or damp weather. The symptoms are
& roughness in the throat, with a sight pain
and swelling. The throat looks red and angry
and the tongue is slightly coated with white
fur. Withina few days small whitish spots,
which look like ulcers, formn on the back of the
throat and about the root of the tongue, If the
attack bg mild, these aphthous points disap-
pear at e end of three or four days, but wheu
mlore severe they leave behind them superficial
ulcers.

entirely removed it is likely to degcneate into
& chronic form, and gradually develop whet is
called granular discase, or it may end in an
abscees of the tonsil glands, or cause chronic
enlargement of the tonsils and elongation of
the uvula.
CHRONIC SORE THROAT.

This. like near’y all affections of the throat
and nose, usually begins with a severe cold,
»nd is almost always attended with a boarse-
ness, Itis more frequently a mere extension
of catarrh or sore throat than an original dis-
ease, the irritation escaping down and fixing
itself upon the delicate organism of this part,
and thence gradually journeying onward to
the lungs, When it occurs as a consequence of
catarrh or sore throat, the symptoms sare com-
parat.vely mild. There may be pain but it is
more common to find only & sense of tickling
which provokes cough. Many complain of &
sensation as «f “something sticking there,” to
get rid of which they keep up a rasping effort
to clear the windpipe, The voice is always
more or less affected, being rough in the early
stage, but more feeble after the disease is fully
estabiished. There is often a slight tenderness
over that promincnce of the neck known as the
“Apple of Adam’’ (Pomnm Adam), a heat and
a sente of tightness and frequently some slight
difficulty in swa'lowing.

The causes which produce this form of dis-
ease are various, It arises in clergymen and
nse of the voice. The vocal cords become ex-
hausted eand lose their tone from straining and
overuse. Dust and all irritating matters in the
air are liable to bs drawn into the windpipe
and produce irritation. It is more often a
mere sequel to sore threat, the inflammation
extending down to the larnyx by reason of the
continuity of mucous membrane,

But from whatever cause it arises it is
always a serious malady, The chronic form
threatens the mplete destruction of the
2, and rarely ends until it has involved

e lungs in discase. Every slight cold, every
change in the weather, every flight of dust,
feeds the irritation and increases the inveter-
scg of its hold,

m the other hand chronic laryngitis fre-
quently occurs 88 a sequel of consumption,
and is produced, or at least very much sggra-
vated, by the irritation of the expectorated
matter. Occurring as a consequence of tuber-
cles, it I8 one of the most distressing compliea-
tions and adds greatly to the patient’s distress.
In this form there is more or less ulceration of
the vocal chords, beginning on the lewer side
and gradually extending upward, These ulcers
often penetrate through the mucous and cellu-
lar membranes, involving the muscular tissue
and not infrequeutly attaek the ligaments and
cartilages themselves,

hen the laryngeal disease is secondary to
that of the lungs, and dependent upon it. we
can only hope to effect a cure by those means
which will remove its cause, and these we
have considered, and shall more fully consider,
under the head of “Consumption.”

In addition to inflammation, acute or
chronie, the Jarynx is liable to abscesses, to
warty growths ard to lipi. Under the
action of long continued irritation the vocal
cords b i d, rendering the voice
husky and indistinct. And sgain, we may
have eomplete loss of voice from rafly of the
cords, constituting an affection known to the
thslclanl by the term of *‘Aphonia.” Unless
he remedies are applied to the seat of the
disease it is useless to try to effect a cure, Itis
for this reason that judicious inhalations are
successful when all ‘other means have been
tried without avail.

TONSILITIS

Is an acute inflammauon or the tonsils,
which consists of a collection or mass of small
mucous follicles or glands whose office is to
secrete a portion of the fluid which keeps the
throat moist. There are persons who suffer
every winter, sometimes oftener, with an
attack of acute inflammation of these glands.
The trouble beﬁlm with & slight soreness and
swellivg, which gradually increases until the
act of swallowing is attended with great suffer-
in

o

2.
These glands are sometimes affected by a
chronic inflammation, and are found enlarged
and very much hardeved. In such cases the:
secrete a thin, unhealthy, irndtating fluid,
which is sprerd over the throat, perpetuating
the disease. In the throats of mauy young
persons these glands are permanently so lurfe
as to render respiration exceedingly difficuilt.
The defective breathing of children thus
affected often occasions contraction of the
chest, and lays the foundation for consump-
tion. The eurtachian tubes (the mouths of
which are just above the palate) aro often in-
flamed, and partial deafness is the result,
Maoy patients suffering from a throat dis-
ease are ayn&epuc. and suffer from depression
of spirits. often does tnis symptom present
itself that it may almost be regarded asone of
the peculiar ties. Persons thus afflicted have
usually the dark and ﬂlufy look of the face
which d 1 i d of t
liver. They are hez‘nently emaciated, nerv-
ous, hypochrondriacal, irritable and often ex-
haustea from other causes, in combination
with this disease.

GRANULAR BORE THROAT
1s the most serious form o1 tnroat diseasa, It is
80 called because on looking into the throat
granulations of various sizes are seen, studding
the membrane and causing it to appear rough
and uneven. Somelimes these granulations
appear in patcies, but generu}f they are regu-
lar and distinct. When allowe to progressthe
mucous follicles of the larynx soon become in-
volved, and then we have added to the other
symptoms & huskiness of the voice in speaking
or reading aloud, with a frequent effort to clear
the windpipe, b{ which a thick, sticky, bluish-
colored mucous is forced off with considerable
dificulty., The transition from a simple toa
gunulu sore throat is very easy. The patient
ecomes conscious of vexatious titillation, pro-
to clear the throat several times
lﬂu{ d;
t

d e

tice this himself, but it {s, nevertheless, ob-
served by his friends. Some months later this
disposition is found to have increased, and to
be attended with an oecasional desire to swal-
low, the patient—to use his own words—teeling
something sticking in his throat,

CONBULTATION FREE,

Those who desire to consult with me in regard

to their cases had call at office for

tation and examination,

sible to do so, can write for
containing &

Medical Treatise,
HILTON WILLIAMS, M. D,
HOLLENBECK BLOCK,
ond and ;
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When theé acute inflammation is not
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HOW MANY WAYS CAN THIS BE READ?

THE LOS ANGELES HERALD IS BY ALL ACKNOWLEDGED
1

have been the prime factor in the discovery and making known of the
resources of this section. Toits sagacious outgivings more than to any 1
other agency our marvelous development is attributed.
THE HERALD has from its inception watched with a single eye
the budding industries of thie portion of the State. For each good en=
terprise this journal has at all times had a word of cheerful encourage=
ment. In spite of the skeptical, it has survived to see all of its earlier |
predictions fullfilled to the letter. :
THE HERALD to-day takes the lcad in all respects among the
papers .ol Southern California, Its first care still is the material, intel-
lectual and social interests of its section. It aims to be truthful rather
than over-zealous in its publication of news; to be conservative rather
than over-gensational, in its policy; to be clean and decent, respecting
the sacred precincts of the home and fireside, rather than indecently
salacious in its tone,
THE HERALD gets all the news from all quarters of the globe

with promptness accuracy and dispatch. Its local staff is energetic

o

and well-trained to miss nothingof real importance to its readers. It is /
always alive to all public enterprises.

THE HERALD gtill takes pride in aiding any legitimate material,
intellectual or social movement which will benefit the people, Noother

journal in this section approaches it in those importaut respects,

For a Clean Family Paper Take the Herald !

FOR THE MATERIAL INTERESTS OF THE
COUNTRY TAKE THE HERALDI! ‘

For Full Llocal News of All Sorts Take the HERALD

For Careful and Able Editorials on All the Happen-
ings of the Day Take the Herald |

The Los Angeles Herald,

THE OLEANEST, ABLEST, MOST COMPLETE AND
JOURNAL IN
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