
LAW AND MARRIAGE.

Imperative Need for Whole-
some Legislation.

AN ALARMING STATE OF AFFAIRS.

lv the United States the Law of the

Celebration of Marriage is
Shamefully Deficient.

In the earliest period, when popula-

tion was small, scattered aud agricultu-

ral, when society was simple, frugal and
conservative, respect for law and con-
formity to civil regulations were almost

universal. Moreover, as settlers of the
same race and faith usually dwelt to-
gether, there was unanimity of sentiment
in the protection of the common interest
and the maintenance of social order.

Hence the statutory forms for the cele-

bration of marriage were generally ob-

served. Though not all-essential, the
impartiality with which they were en-
forced spread abroad the salutary im-
pression that they were equally indis-
pensable to constitute matrimony.

Now, this is a great, a rapidly-growing
nation. There exists the widest diversity

ofrace, religion and sentiments. Popula-
tion is congregating in cities. Labor, for-
saking the fields, is crowding into factor-
ies and tenements. Inthe shops, in the
factories, in nearly every occupation, at
great odds and under peculiar tempta-
tions, women compete with men in the
selfish, exacting struggle for preferment
for daily bread. Industrial struggle and
discontent and social evils are rife in the
community. In view of these
facts are we fortifying our
social institutions, and "strengthen-
ing the foundations of social order?
And the family?the unit and the source
of society?are we guarding its dignity
and confirming its approaches by the
sanctities of religion and the safeguards
of law? Nay, our courts are forsaking,
not protecting, are tearing down, not
building up, "the very basis of the whole
fabric of civilized society." For the
knowledge is rapidly spreading from the
highest courts in this country that in
forming the marriage relation there is no
need of magistrate or minister, or of any
formality whatever. "It is singular,"
said Chief Justice Gilchrist, of New
Hampshire, "that the most important of
all human contracts, on which
the rights and duties of the
whole community depend, requires
less formality " for its validity
than a conveyance of an acre of land, a
policy of insurance, or the agreements
which the Btatute of frauds requires
should be in writing." What wonder,
then, that the disregard of the "legis-
lative recommendation and advice" is
constantly increasing, and the evil of
clandestine marriages and secret unions,
by destroying the integrity of the family,
is sapping the foundations of so-
ciety? Can the courts deny an
easy termination to the relation to
which they permit so easy an entrance ?

"The contract of marriage is the most
important of all human transactions;"
yet, the form and circumstances of its
execution being left to the will and
caprice of the parties, its exietence may
be involved in the utmost uncertainty
and obscurity. "Whether the relation
of husband'and wife lawfully exists
never should be left uncertain." These
are the words of Chancellor Kent, and
yet it is a corollary of the doctrine which
he introduced that the exietence of this
contract, when judiciallycalled in ques-
tion, may be established merely by evi-
dence of"the subsequent conduct of the
parties and of their reputation in the
community.

But it may be said that, in fact, sec-
recy and uncertainty are rare in forming
the marriage relation, because custom
and public sentiment are as a rule able
to secure the observance of religious
forms. This assertion, even if admitted
to be true, is not pertinent. For the law
must be shaped so as to control, not
those who follow, but those who disre-
gard custom aud publicsentiment. "The
system of irregular marriage now per-
mitted by the law in Scotland," says the
report of the Royal Commission on the
Laws of Marriage, "appears to us to be
irreconcilable with the principle that, in
a contract of this importance, the law-
should aim at the attainment of the
greatest possible degree of certainty. To
whatever extent its operations may be
narrowed or corrected by the sentiments
and habits of the people, it seems to us
undeniable that it opens the door to
much doubt and uncertainty."

By the law of nature, marriage may be
constituted by the mutual present con-
sent of competent persons, without the
addition of any formality. Such is our
prevailing or unwritten common law to-
day. Hence, upon this matter of vital
and universal concern the United States
has the minimum of civil regulation and
requirements?the law of nature as it
exists among savage tribes, and as it
was in the Middle Ages, the darkest
period of modern times.

But in the United States this law ex-
ists not onlyat a critical period, but also
at certain points. The Kent doctrine is
spreading without dissent throughout
our Western States and our Territories.
In many, if not in the most of these,
society is still in its formative stage. Its
constructive, healthful forces are already
severely taxed in their struggle toward
law, order, morality and religion. As in
all communities, society in the West
must center about the family ; and upon
the fate of the latter tbe fate of the
former must rest. What a risk, then, isrun, while the courts disclaim and the
Legislatures disregard all responsibility.

Another significant and startling fact
is that this is the law also in localities
possessing the largest Negro population
?in South Carolina,. Georgia and all the
Gulf States except Texas. Even in the
last it is not yet judiciallyrejected. The
worst effects of slavery upon the Negro
were not material, but intellectual and
moral. Since the war his material con-
dition has been rapidly improving. Has
his social condition made equal progress?
The responsibility of the community for
its weaker classes is generally recognized.
How can itbe better discharged than by
a speedy and adequate amendment of
the lawof the celebration of marriage?

But it is a fact still more grave and
portentious that in our great centers of
populations, in nearly all our cites, the
legal status of marriage may be consti-
tuted simplyby a private agreement be-
tween competent persons. New York,
Philadelphia, Brooklyn, Chicago, Cin-
cinnati, St. Louis, New Orleans and San
Francisco are all situated in States that
adhere to the Kent doctrine. Indeed, in
only two cities of the larger class in the
United States, namely Boston and Balti-
more, would anything more than such <agreement be necessary; and even in
JJmmb, apparently, nothing additional ex- 1
empt m ratification of the agreement before ;
a third person dnly authorized. More-

cities is largely, in some mainly, foreign
born ; aud the swelling tide of immigra-
tion bears to us, unfortunately, not the
protective, conservative spirit displayed
abroad toward the marriage celebration,
but the social evils that fester and
threaten in Europe. Much is said of the
imminent danger to the State through
the political corruption of the cities; and
of their social condition a vivid though
limited impression was received from
the recent Anarchist disturbances.
Though their actual condition is not
and cannot be described, sufficient is
known tomake their reclamation a work
of immediate necessity. To be sure,
society cannot be reformed by act of
Legislature. But a law should embody
the truths of experience and should ex-
press the better sentiment of the commu-
nity. In both respects our law of the
celebration of marriage is shamefully de-
ficient, and can be rectified only by leg-
islation. Whether the evil has resulted
from the blunders of the Legislatures or
from the misinterpretations of the courts,
is not at present the chief concern. The
evil exists; the remedy is clear. In
theory, the Legislatute makes and the
Courts interpret the law. In this case,
the Courts have so interpreted the law
that it must be made over by the Legis-
lature.?[Atlantic Monthly.

Islam's Vigorous IAt)'.

Ihave been told by an esteemed Eng-
lish friend (a well-known student of the
religious systems of the East) that the
Christians of Great Britain and America
will be shocked at the very thought of
any educated person defending the doc-
trines of Islam; for whilst Buddhism,
with its positive atheism and idolatry,
can claim a respectful consideration
amongst English speaking races, the re-
ligion of Mohammed, with all its grand
conceptions of God, is regarded as too,
gross and too sensual to admit of a con-
sistent defense. And I readily believe
it, for no man can read, as I have done,
those ignorant aud bigoted attacks on
the faith which are scattered broadcast
over British India, or the numerous
English auti-mosleni works in the Brit-
ish Museum, without feeling assured
that the day nas not yet come (although
it is drawing near) when the despised
Mo-dem can obtain an impartial hearing.

And yet it was Islam which inspired
the minds of such men as Ibn Sina (Ave-
cenna), Abul Walid (Averroes), Abu
Bakr (Avempace), and Al Ghazali, and
enabled them to retain the knowledge of
God amidst the abstractions of philo-
sophical research. It was Islam that
crushed a corrupt form of Christianity,
and for centuries led the van of the
nations in the march of literature and
science. It was Islam that drove out
atheistic Buddhism from Central Asia
and the whole of India, and gave to
wild and uncivilized tribes a knowledge
of tbe true God. And it is Islam
which still defines the efforts of wealthy
missionary corporations (animated for
the most part by strong party consider-
ations rather than with a desire to propa-
gate truth), and still claims the homage
and devotions of 180 millions of the hu-
man race. Every Friday converts to Is-
lam from heathenism are received by
hundreds in tie great cities of India,
while even Christians are compelled to
admit that Islam is spreading with mar-
velous rapidity through the whole conti-
nent of Africa. Modern Christianity,
clothed, as it is, in the hateful garb of
the conqueror, can never establish itself
in the East, nor can it with its ascetic
demands suit itself to the requirements
of savage races.?[North American Re-
view.

Mr. Ward Would Not Kon.tow.
In the November "American Maga-

zine" Mr. L. Mcintosh Ward, in his ar-
ticle on the "First American Embassy to
Pekin," thus describes the negotiations
about an interview between the Ameri-
can Minister and the Emperor:

The Commissioners, however, would
discuss nothing but the proposed audi-
ence with the Emperor. One of the
Commissioners stated that the Emperor
himself was desirous of conferring with
Mr. Ward, having been favorably im-
pressed with what he had heard of
America aud Americans, and wishing to
see the first representative of that nation
who had visited his capital. The stum-
bling block in the way of the audience
was the rite called theKow-tow,which Mr.
Ward refused to perform. The Commis-
sioners requested Mr. Ward to kneel to
the Emperor, and agreed that the knock-
ing of the head on the ground would be
dispensed with. To this Mr. Ward re-
plied that while he entertained the
greatest respect for the Emperor, and in
that only felt what the President him-
self had expressed in the letter of which
he was the bearer, yet he wished to de-
clare that highly as he would regard an
audience and important as he deemed it
under the circumstances, still he had
never asked for an audience, and the
treaty said nothing about it, and he
could not kneel when he came before the
throne; he could only salute the Em-
peror as he did his own Ruler; that he
knelt only as an act of worship before
God, and would do so to no man.

Attractions In Newark l.odgiug
Houses.

There are some odd signs to be seen
in the streets of Newark by an observant
stroller. River street furnishes a few of
the most peculiar. Over one saloon door
is the inscription:

: Lodging, ten cents per night, :with glass of whisky in: the morning.

A few doors further down is another
almost Bimilar, except that it gives tne
customer the choice between a glass of
whiskyand a cup of coffee. Atanother
door is tb.6 notification that "The music
has moved to No. ."?[Newark Press
Register.

A Xest.
"What would you do,"askedthe fireman black,

Of the grimy engineer,
"If suddenly upon the track

Awoman should appear?
ADd suppose you were running a little behind,

With your gauge chock up to 'L,'
And the woman was deaf aud dumb and blind,

And couldn't hear whistle or bell*.'"

"Do!" said the grimy engineer,
With a look of coid disdain,

"I'd get out there and leave you here
To take yourchance withtbe train!I'd straighten out on that pilot plate,
And that woman I would snatch

Before she knew whether we were freight,
Express, wild or dispatch "'

"That," said Ihe fireman, "I call game!"
And he shoveled in the coal,

And wondered If he'd do the sameIna Bimilarkind of a bole.
And the headlight cast a long, thin stream,Through the night of dismal black,
When suddenly there came the scream

Of a woman on the track.

"Jump!" shrieked the fireman. "There she
goes!"

But the engineer sat still,Anda woman's sorrows, joys and woesWere taken like a pill.
"Why didn't you get on the pilot-plate?
That was the place for you!

Why didn't you try to avert her fate,
As youboasted you would do""

"My friend," said the grimyengineer,
With apologetic cough,

"That woman knew but trouble here,
And now she's better off.Besides, by grinding her to hash,
Agood fat thing I draw,

The road willpay Aye thousand cash.And she was?my mother-in-law I"
?[Traveler's Magaaiae,
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CONSUMPTION
And all the various diseases ofthe

HEAD, THROAT AND CHEST,

Together with tho

EYE, EAR AND HEART,
Successfully treated by

ML Hilton Williams,
M. 1).. M. C. P. S. 0.,

And Associated with him Mb brother,

J. A. WILLIAMS.M. IX.
Physician and Surgeou, late of Grand Rapids,

Michigan,

Specialist ivall rot ins of female complaints,
ana all chronic diseases of the blood, etc.

HOI.LENKECK BLOCK,

Cor. Second and Soring Sts., lob Augeles. Cal
sore throat.

Inflammatory action of any kind in the nose
speedily extends itt-elt to the throat. From
in- iin-, at eaoh brtath we draw carries the

irritationonward and downward tbrough the
bronchial tubes; as these are involved the sup-
ply of air to the lungs becomes gradually di-
minished, tubercules may form aud bronchitis
end in consumption. "Sore throat" is the
popular term ÜBed in speaking of throat dis

? easts, differing widely from each ether in
their nature and treatment.

The throat comprises the whole space from
the posterior uares down lo the entrance into
the windpipe and gullet. The several paits
liable to disease arc the mucous membrane
liningthe throat, the mucous fo.licleß or little
glands, which in health, sccrtte the lubricat-
ing mucous, the uvula or pedulua part which
hangs dowu from the curtain oi the palate and
the touslls.

HANKimt; hoi si \.
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Sajlflß of Sexual'snd

isasi ii its forms.Sem iual Weak-ness, Impotency and Lost Manhood permanent-lycured, The sick and afflicted should not fallto call upon him. The Doctor has traveled ex-tensively inEurope' and inspected thoroughly
the various hospitals there, obtaining a greatdeal of valuable information, whichhe Is com-
petent to impart to those in need ofhis servicesThe Doctor cures where others fail. Try himDR. GIBBON will make no charge unless heeffects a cure. Persons at a dißtancc CURED ATHOME. Allcommunications strictly confiden-tial. Allletters answered in plain envelopes

Send ten dollars for a package of medicine'Call or write. Address DR. J. F. GIBBON, Box1957, San Francisco, Cal.
Mention Los Angeles Herald. 07-1

ACUTE OB simple sore throat.

Tbe most simple form of throat disease is
iullainmation of tho mucous membrane, re-
sulting from recent cold. It iBmost prevalent
in cold or damp weather. The symptoms are
a roughness inthe throat, With n sight pain
and swelling. The throat looks red aud angry
and the tongue is slightly coated with whitefur. Within a lew days small whitish spots,
which look like ulcers, form on tho back of the
throat and about the root of Ihe tongue. If the
attack be mild, these aphthous poluts disap-
pear at Ike end of threa or four days, but when
more severe they leave behind them superficial
ulcers. When the acute inflammation is not
entirely removed It is likely to degi neate into
a chronic form, and gradually develop what is
called granular disease, or it may end in an
abscess of the tonsil glands, or cause chronic
enlargement of the tonsils and elongation of
the uvula.

chronic sore throat.
This like nearly all affections of the throat

and nose, usually begius with a severe cold,
»ud is almost alwajß attended with a hoarse-
ness. It is more frequently a mere extension
of catarrh or sore throat than an original dis-
ease, the irritation escaping down aud fixing
itselfupou the delicate organism of this part,
and thence gradually journeying onward to
the lungs. When itoccurs rb a consequence of
catarrh or sore throat, the symptoms are com-
parat.vcly mild. There may be pain but it is
more common tofind only a sense of tickling
which provokes cough. Many complain of a
sensation as if "something sticking there," to
get rid of which they keep up a rasping effort
to clear the windpipe. The voice 1b always
more or Icbb ail'tcted, being rous,'h in the early
stape, but more feeble after the disease is fully
established. There Is often a Blighttenderness
over that prominence ol the ueck known as the
"Apple ot Adam" (Pomnm Adam), a heat and
a sense of tightness and frequently some slight
difficultyinswa'lowing.

The causes which produce this form of dis
ease are various. It arises iv clergymen and
public speakers and others from too violent
use of the voice. The vocal cords become ex-
hausted r.nd lose their tone from Btraining and
overuse. Dußt and all irritatingmatters inthe
air arc liable to be drawn into tho windpipe
aud produce irritation. It is more often amere sequel to sore throat, the inflammation
extending down to the larnyx by reason of the
continuity of mucous membrane.

But from whatever cauße it arises it is
always a serious malady. The chronic form
threatens the complete destruction of the
voice, and rarely ends until it has involved
the lungs in disease. Every slight cold, every
change in tho weather, every flight of dust,
feeds tho irritation aud increases the inveter-
acy of its hold.

On the other hand chronic laryngitis fre-
quently occurs bb a sequel of consumption,
aud is produced, or at least very much aggra-
vated, by the irritation of the expectorated
matter. Occurring as a consequence of tuber-
cles, it is one of tbe moßt distressing complica-
tions and adds greatly to the patient's distress.
In this form there Is more or less ulceration of
the vocal chords, beginning on the lower side
and gradually extending upward. These ulcersoften penetrate through the mucous and cellu-
lar membranes, involving the muscular tissueand not infrequently attack the ligaments and
cartilages themselves.

When the laryngeal disease is secondary to
that of the lungs, and dependent upon it. wecan only hope to effect a cure by those means
which will remove its cause, and these wehave considered, and shall more fullyconsider,
under the head of "Consumption."

In addition to inflammation, acute or
chronic, the larynx is liable to abscesses, towarty growths aud to polipi. Under the
action of long continued irritation the vocalcords become thickened, rendering tbe voice
husky and indistinct. And again, we may
have complete loss of voice from yalay of the
cords, constituting an affection known to the
physicians by the term of "Aphonia." Unless
the remedies are applied to the Beat of thedisease itis useless to try to effect a cure. It is
for this reason that judicious inhalations are
successful when all other means have been
tried withoutavail.

tonsilitis

Is an acute inflammation oi the tonsils,
which consists ofa collection or mass of small
mucous follicles or glands whose office is to
secrete a portion of the fluid which keeps the
throat moißt. There are persons who sufferevery winter, sometimes oftener, with an
attack of acute Inflammation of these glands.
The trouble begins with a slight soreness and
swelling, which gradually increases untilthe
act of swallowing is attended with great suffer-
ing.

Theße glands are sometimes affected by achronic inflammation, and are found enlarged
and very much hardened. In such cases they
secrete a thin, unhealthy, initatiug fluid,
which Is spread over the throat, perpetuating
the disease. Iv the throats of mauy young
persons these glands are permanently so large
as to render respiration exceedingly difficult.
The defective breathing of children thusaffected often occasions contraction of thechest, and lays the foundation for consump-
tion. The eu'taehian tubes (the mouths of
which are just above the palate) aro often in-
flamed, aud partial deafness is the result.

Many patients Buffering from a throat'dls-ease are dyspeptic, and suffer from depression
of spirits, bo often does tnis symptom present
itself that it may almost be regarded as one of
the peculiar ties. Persons thus afflicted have
usually the dark aud dingy look of the face
which denotes functional derangement ofthe
liver. They aie frequently emaciated, nerv-ous, hypochondriacal, irritable and often ex-
haustea from other causes, ia combination
with this disease.

GRANUI.AB SOBE THROAT
Is the most serious lorm or mroat diseasa. It isso called because ou looking into the throat
granulations of various sizes arc seen, studding
the membrane and causiug it to appear rough
and uneven. Sometimes these granulationsappear in patches, but generally they are regu-
lar and distinct. When allowed to progress the
mucous follicles of the larynx soon become in-volved, and then we have added to the othersymptoms a huskiness of the voice in speakingor reading aloud, witha frequent effort to clearthe windpipe, by which a thick, sticky, bluish-colored mucous is forced off withconsiderabledifficulty. The transition from a simple to agranular sore throat is very easy. The patient
becomes conscious of vexatious titillation, pro-ducing a desire to clear the throat several timesduring the course of the day. He may not no-tice this himself, but it fs. nevertheless, ob-served by his friends. Some months later thisdisposition is found to have increased, and tobo atteuded with au occasional dCßire to swal-low, the patient?to use hisowu words?leelingBomethiug sticking in his throat

CONSULTATION FRBB,
Those who desire to consult with me in regardto their eases had better call st my office forconsultation and examination, but if lmpos-

!ib!?, to ?J° S°' can writ« 'or a copy of my
Medical Treatise, containing a list of questionsAddress

M. HILTON WILLIAMS, M. D.,
HOLLENBECK BLOCK,

Corner Second and Spring sts., Los Angeler.
Office hoars-8:ao a. m to 8:80 p. m" Sun-

A. m. to 12 v. I

THE ONLY 1t1.1.l AHI.I:

OPTICAL ESTABLISHMENT
?THE?

Los Angeles Optical Institute,

NOW AT

64 North Main Street.
Will remove to its new and elegant store

131.133 8 Spring; St., Los Angeles,
(THEATBE BUILDING)

About November Ist.
L.es Angeles Optical Institute, 64

Mortta lflatn Street.

STRASSBURGER ft MARBCHUTZ,
Opticians and dealers InPhoto Supplies,
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HOW MANYWAYS CAN THIS BE READ?

LOS ANGELES HERALD IS BY ALL ACKNOWLEDGED

have been the prime factor in the discovery and making known of the

resources of this section. To its sagacious outgivings more than to any

other agency our marvelous development is attributed.

THE HERALD has from its inception watched with a single ey»

the budding industries of this portion of the State. For each good en-

terprise this journal has at all times had a word of cheerful encourage-

ment. In spite of the skeptical, it has survived to see all ofits earlier

predictions futlfilled to the letter.

THE HERALD to-day takes the load in all respects among the

papers of Southern California. Its first care still is the material, intel-

lectual and social interests of its section. It aims to be truthful rather

than over-zealous iv its publication of news; to be conservative rather

than over-sensational, in its policy; to be clean and decent, respecting

the sacred piecincts of the home and fireside, rather than indecently

salacious in its tone.

THE HERALD gets all the news from all quarters of the globe

with promptness accuracy and dispatch. Its local staff is energetic

and well-trained to miss nothing ofreal importance to its readers. It ia

always alive to all publicenterprises.

THE HERALD still takes pride in aiding any legitimate material,

intellectual or social movement which will benefit the people. No other

journal in this section approaches itin those important respects.

For a Clean Family Paper Take Ine Herald!

FOR THE MATERIAL INTERESTS OF THE
COUNTRY TAKE THE HERALDI

For Full Local News of All Sorts Take the HERALD

For Careful and Able Editorials on All the Happen-
ings of the Day Take the Herald I

The Los Angeles Herald,
THE CLEANEST, ABLEST, MOST COMPLETE AND SATISFACTORY

JOURNAL IN

SOUTH CALIFORNIA


