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LOS ANGELES
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WBOUT PORT L0S ANGELES

What the Opposition to a Har-
bor at Santa Monica Means.

1
Advantages of a Peep-fea Harbor.on
the Southwest Coast.

The Relatlons of Los Angeles to Its New
Seaport— A Thoughtfal and Candid
Review of a Vital Saubject
to This City.

|From advance sheets ot Columbian wdgld'a
Fair edition ol the Illustrated ELERALD,

The establichment of a deep-sea har-
bor in the southwestern portion of the
gtate of California is a question of vital
importance to & territorial area, inelud-
ing about one-third of the state of ali-
fornia, & portion of Nevada and the
entire territory of Arizona, Indeed, the
establishment of a deep-gea harbor near

the city of Los Angeles hass an impor-

deep-gea harbor at San Pedro, and op-
posed to a deep-sea harbor at Santa
Monica or Port Los Angeles.

It is significant that in all the time
thé pecple of Southern California, and
especially the peoples of Los Angeles,
have gought the congtruction at govern-
ment expenge of a breakwater, which
would create a deep-gea harbor, the city
of Ban Francisco has taken no interest
in the subject. 'There is not one line of
memorial from the chamber of com-
meree of Ban Francisco to congress in
favor of a deep-sea harbor contiguons to
Los Angeles, While all mcvements were
directed to the construction of a harbor
at Ban Pedro, San Francisco was satis-

ed.

What is involved in the controversy
between Santa Monics, Redondo and
San Pedro, which should excite the in-
terest of the mercantile classes of San
Francisco in favor of San Pedro as
pgaingt the other points? The answer
to this is not far to seek. The prevailing
opinion among the mercantile clagses of
San Francisco is that a breakwater will
cost from two to four millions of dollars;
that there was not interest enough ‘he-
hind the project to effect its consumma-
tion at an early period of time, Remotely

Angeles at all. On the contut{. San
Francisco, at present, is the port of entry
for the commerce of this city. The es-
tablishment of a deep-sea harbor is a
long step in the direction of the perma-
nent establishment of a great commer-
cial rival,

It is therefore obvious that in the me-
tropolis of the Pacific Coast Ban Pedro
is regarded as the least formidable lo-
cality. First and wrainly, becange the
completion of a harbor at that point
js remote; and next, because in the
judgment of its people, a breakwater
constructed at that point will not be the
full equivalent of a deep-sea harbor.
There it no other way in which to ac-
count for this gudden change from an
attitunde of absolute indifference to one
of the moet intense and active interest.
In all the years Loa Angeles has
struggled for harbor facilities, which
could be had only through the means of
artificial construction, San Francisco has
remained silent, It has extended no
helping hand; it has manifested no
pympathy ; it has offered no suggestion ;
but as soon ag the project of eatablislyn
a breakwater at Santa Monica is force
into prominence by the construction
of a magnificent wharf at that point,
the pelfish fears of San Francigco awake

the people of the metropolis may have

tant bearing itpon the commer-
cial relations of all the region
tributary to the city of Salt
Lake. The construction of di-
rect communication between
YTos Angeles and the great
trans-continental lines which
center at Salt Lake will be-
come an early necessity. Just
now the most accesgible point
of focalization for the com-
merce engendered by the in-
dustrial activities ot the sonth-
ern portion of the state and |
the territory of Arizonaisthe |
city of Los Angeles and its en-
vironment. A deep-sea harbor
has bhecome indispensable to
the next step of progress which

‘J

ie to attend this city.

Unfortunately the question
a8 to where a deep-sea harbor
shall be located, counld be ang-
wered in accordance with the
highest interest of this city, [}
without heat, without friction, “}°®
and without disputation, but It
for contending individualinter- |
ests. Private intereats have in- |
terposed confusing factorsinto |
the issues involved, and that |
which ghould be natural and L
simple has become complicated |
and difficult. {

One of the difficulties at- !
tending a calm and deliberate
discuseion of thiz question ia
the readiness and theingenuity
with which those, who are
geeking a private advantage
rather then the public welfare,
reply with the charge of epe-
cial advocacy. There are three
locslities contending for the
rize of belng selected as the
ocation of a deep-sea harbor.
Each has behind it individaal
and corporate interests. Each,
therefore, seek to forestall any
jadically fair congideration of
the question by the charge of
gpecial advocacy.

o} PRBCBIL I oteNed 4
ont by ohvions considerations
leading to just conclusions, and
it is to the task of finding it
that this paper is addressed.
AN UNACCOUNTABLE INTEREST,
In all the history of the set- )
tlement of Oalifornia, the city
of San Francisco has been the
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been a petitioner for thi# right of way
to the ports of the werld, $here has not
been concentration of force enpugh be-
hind the petitien to givedt the cogency
of & demand., The fact that a vast rail-
road syetem, such as the Bouthern Pa.
cific company controls, announces ite
determination to bring ses and land
traneportation together indicates that
the point gelected ia the line of least re-
pistance toward the sccomplishment of
all our hopes and aspirations. What is
now most needed is unity of effort.

The Southern Pacific company’s sys-
tem comprises nearly 9000 miles of rail,
gerving # territorial area equal to half
the national domain, and yet we are de-
liberately told by an association of mer-
chants, who pretend to be engaged in
the landable undertaking of energizing
the commerce of this coast, that the
construction of & harbor in connection
with 9000 miles of railroad, serving over
s million square miles of territory, is a
good ground for opposition to such con-
struction. It is true that the Southern
Paoific company has built & whari; bat
the harbor would be useless without a
wharf. The true significance of this fact
is that one of the great railway systems
of the whole country, by the conatruc-
tion of this wharf, gives an earnest of its
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certain available passes. The whole
coast is an unbroken, level plain, The
opportunity, therefore, for approaches
by land are practically equal and equal-
ly accessible between the sheltered area
and the city of Los Angeles. There are
no physical obstacles to be overcome,
These simple and obvious topographicel
facts answer fully the charge of monop-
olizing the harbor privileges at Port Logs
Angeles. But if it requires further an-
swer, it is to be found in the opportu-
nity for declaring in the terms of the act
of congress, by virtue of which the
breakwater in to be constructed, that
the sheltered area shall be devoted to
the common terminal purpoees of all
railroads centering there, In this way
the termas of the act itself will eliminate
all objection.
AN IMPORTANT CONSIDERATION,

At this point we come in contact with
a very important consideration. “The
constructed at Port Los Angeles will do
the coastwige business. Ninety per cent
of all the buginess traneacted at the
points serving Los Angeles as seaport
today is a cosstwise trade. Ocean com-
munication between lLos Angeles and
fan Francisco will of neceesity be by
way of Port Los Angeles. The coast

city of Los Angeles and of the people of
Southern California to bring the ocean
and land commerce together at a deep-
sea harbor. Rivalries between great
railway systeme usually result to the
advantage of communities. In tha in-
gtance under consideration, it will be an
exhibition of weakness on the part of
tne people of Southern California to be-
come partisans in such a rivalry. It
is almost inconceivable that they
will permit such partisanship to ob-
atruct the consummation of their de-
sires when the importance of the crea-
tion of a deep-sea harbor to all South-
ern California interesta is remembered,
and when the existing opportunity for
conrensus and effort ie so auspicions.
THE PAST AND PRESENT,

The city of Los Angeles is & natural
commercial center for a territorial area
of 100,000 square miles, an extent of ter-
ritory equal to two and & half states the
gize of Ohio, and has a preasent popula-
tion of over 60,000, There are those
who claim for this city a population of
80,000. Where definite facts are want-
ing, unveaified statement has a wide
latitude. Whether the population be
60,000 or 80,000, it is within the bounds

of aegcertained fact to gay that the popu-

will be in all respects the equivalent of
a deep-gea harbor. To becoms the com-
mercial metropolis for the area tributary
to it, it must have a harbor equal to the
demands of an independent commerce
with the whole world; otherwise, the
territory lying behind it will seek an-
other outlet and inlet for ita commerce.

1f the commercial and induatrial forces
now in operation were untrammeled
the location of the leading emporium o}
Southern California would be on the sea
coast, The inherent tendency is, there-
fore, to create a rival rather than an
auxiliary concentration of commercial
activity to that now established at Los
Angelee.

Whether the deep-sea harbor at the
gea coast where the commercial rays
converge and diverge by land and
sea shall promote or disperse the grow
of the city of Loa: Angeles will gemd
upon its location. This is the problem
which all cities located near the sea-
board, but not immediately upon tide
water, have to solve, Both the import
and the export merchandise of any
country concentrates commercial active
ity, and the resnltant commercial popu-
lations where the character of the car-
riage changes.

At a deep-sea harbor the natural foeal-
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ization of land and ocean trang=
portation occurs. This would
be obvions were we dealing
with greater distances. ¥or
illustration, if Los Angeles:
were 50 miles from the ocean
and were, as now, the com-
mercial emporium of a lar
territorial area, the establish-
ment of a seaport would trana-
fer it commercial activities '
to the seaboard. But forta-"
nately for this city, it is suffi-
ciently near the sea to main-
tain on its present site all the
growth attending a concentra-
tion of commercial activity
here, notwithatanding it is not
actually located on the coast,
Pursuing our determination
to be entirely just in the cone
pideration of this subjeet, we
appeal to the local knowl-
edge, and to the reasonable
probability arising out of dise
tance and topography, for the
determination of this queation,
fraught with gsuch conse=-
quences to the city of Loa
Angeles. The question ia: At
what point can a deep-sea
harbor be con@tructed, all en-
. gineering and economic consid«
erations being equal, which
will conserve in the highest
degree the interesta of the pre=
gent location of the commercial
center of the south? Which
oint of those named is most
ikely to become a city in ita
own right, and which is most
likely to sustain a suburban
and an auxiliary relation
merely? The anmewer to this
gshould be obvions: Whichever
by reason of topography and
distance and natural tendencies
of growth will sustain the clos-
eat intimacy of relation, and
the highegt introactive resnlts
of growth. An examination of
the accompanying map, drawn
to accurate scale, is invited.
To the eandid -~ mind
fluenced by prejudices againad
spacific railroad corporations,
heedlese of the loud elamor - of
rival cities, and untrammeled

1

¥ by individual interests, the
- map tells the whole atory.
ﬁ Bnt there are other con-

giderations than those merely
reisting to distance. Between

};‘rincipnl metropolitan port. b
he policy of that city has never been
favorable to the development of the
commerce of any other port. Four years
ago an attempt wae made to form sa
chamber of commerce for the Pacific
coast, for the comsideration and discus-
pion of measures in which the whole
coast had a common interest. Delegates
from the chambers of commerce and
boards of trade of the various cities and
towns west of the Rocky mountaing met
in San Franciaco, The chamber of com-
merce in that city sent a delegation,
which, after participating in the organi-
zation of the body, asked leave to with-
draw, assigning as reasons therefor that
the chamber of commerce of the city of
San Francisco was organized for the
purpose of promoting and extending the
commercial relatione of that city with
the rest of the world, and that the lia-
bility of some action by the Pacific coast
chamber of commercs, inimieal to the
city of Ban Frenclsco, constituted a
menace which forbade the chamber of
commerce of San Francisco from remain-
ing and participating in its councils,

An_organization, however, exists in
the city of Ban Francisco compoved of
merchsznts known as the Traffic associa-
tion, the object of which is to promote
the supremacy of that city in the com-
mercial affaire of the Pacific coast. At
the approach of the time appointed for
the meeting of the Trans-Missiesippi
congress at Ogden it passed the follow-
ing resolution :

Resolved, That we recommend that
the reports .of the United States en-
gineers as to the improvement of the
harbora of the eoast of the state be con-
ridered in any recommendation made by
the Trans-Missiesippi congress, bearing
in mind the public rather than monepoly
@r individual interests.

Repdered into common English, the
Traffic association intended to aek by
this resolution that the Trans-Missiesippi
congresa pass a resolution in favor of the
construction of a breakwater by the
United States at San Pedro. There
were no other harbora on the Pacific
coast relating to which the United
States enginvers had recommended im-
provement. There was no other local-
ity than that relating to a sea-port for
Los Angeles, where individual interests
were in contention as toits location, The
resolution was in effect, therefore, a
declaration that the Traffic association
did not wish a harbor constructed at
Banta Monica. It can not be said that
the Traffic association’s objection to
Santa Monica was intended as s mani-
testatiop of hostility toward the South-
ern Pacific railroad system, because the
syatem is equally interested in the con-
ptruction of a deep-sea harbor at San
Pedro. It has already expended $500,000
in the purchase of lands for the estab-
lishment of a city, which, in the natare
of things, would be a commercial rival
to Los Angeles—if it is to be & success as
a city—and in the construction of
wharves and other improvements, It
can not be that the members, of the
Traffic association have any kndwledge
of the superior merit of San Pedro from
an engineering standpoint, or that it has
any original opinions of the merits of
the controversy relating to engineering
problems; and yet it rushes into a con-
troversy, declaring itself in favor of a)

geen the poseibility of harbor construe-
tion in this vicinity ; but the city of Spn
Francisco has continusally resisted the
conecegsion of through privileges to in-
terior points.

It is belisved that a symmetrical de-
velopment of the Pacific coast depends
upon & corresponding growth of the city
of Ban Francisco as against all other
cities, Every conceselon mede to Low
Angeles by the system of overland rail-
roads centering there has been denounced
by the press of San Francieco as a dis-
crimination in favor of Los Angeles. It
is, therefore, derivable from the plain
record that 8an Franeisco does not want
& harbor near Los Angeles,

Wae counld fill columns of this issue of
the paper with quotations from the
leading coramercial papers of the city of
8an Francieco confirmatory of this state-
ment, We introduce a few of these quo-
tations that there shall be no mistake
ag to the spirit of 8an Francisco in this
inatance. The Oall, of March 2, 1893,
discussing the disposition of Mr. O. P.
Huntington, president of the Southern
Pacific company, to establigsh a deep-rea
harbor in the vicinity of Los Angeles
said :

“But now San Francisco has the
meens of striking back. This city will
receive the bulk of her goods by other
routes than those controlled by Mr,
Huntington. If the ability of San Fran-
cisco merchants to compste with the
merchants of other cities is im-
paired by a hostile pelicy on the part of
the Bouthern Pacific, a local system
of water-ways and railroads will spring
into existence in less time than Mr,
Huntington’s experience in railroad
building furnishes a paraliel for.”

The epirit of this extract shows how
grudgingly San Francisco will concede
the establishment of ccean communica-
tion between Los Angeles and the rest
of the world. San Francisce, it says,
has the means of striking back, and i¢
this proceeding goes on, it will receive
the bulk of ita goods by other routes.

The Bulletin of April 6th denounces
Sem_n.or_ Frye for asking that further in-
vestigation should be made béfore final
decision as to the location of a deep-sea
harbor. The San Francisco Bulletin of
May 16th denies a statement in the
Visalia Times that a competing railroad
from Fresno to Los Angeles would serve
the San Joaquin valley as well as one
from Btockton to Brkersfield, and
proceeda to may: “At Los Angeles
it would find but a small local
market snd & harbor of only
second or third rate. At San Francisco
it would reach what is, and ever will be,
the great emporium of California, the
best local market and moat favorable
distributing point, with one of the few
great harbors of the world, connected by
steara and sail with all the ports of the
seag, and with a climate better adapted
to regular industrial pursuits than any
other great city on the globe. At short
intervals, the San Francieco press has
manifested the utmost hostility to the
Senta Monica project, and a strong fa-
voritism toward the old San Pedro pro-
position. The San Francisco press and
the Ban Francisco merchants have cer-
tainly no direct beneficiary interests in

the establishment of a harbor near Los

in alarm, and a lond demand is made
that the subject shall lapse into the old
lethargy, supineness and remoteness of
deep-sea harbor construction at San
Pedro,

The resolution of the Traffic association
and the denunciatory fnlminations of
the press of San Franciaco againat Port
Los Angeles iterate and reiterate the as-
sertion that the Southern Pacific rail-
road syetem is interested in the wharf
being constructed. The Traftic associa-
tion resolution transmitted to the Trans-
Mississippi congrees is an illustration of
this. It asks the congress ‘““to bear in
mind publiec rather than monopely or
individual interests.””

- An indualgence in just this species of
childishnegs hae obstructed and retarded

determination to assist Southern Cali-
fornia and the the city of Los Angeles in
the accomplishment of an enterprige
upon which its future industrial and
commercial development ia depending.
The objection that Port Loa Avgeles has
railroad communication with a million
square miles is therefore grotesque to
absurdity. Nor is this all of the trath.
Port Los Angeles has the eatire Aftchi-
son, Topeka and Santa Fe system behind
it also. But if the fact that the Bouth-
ern Pacific company is interested in the
construction of & harbor at Santa Mon-
ica is an insuperable objection to it,
what of the gignificant fact that the
Southern Pacific company has a line ex-
tending to San Pedro?

As to the monopoly feature, it is sim-

steamships muet stop at that point to
discharge their freight on the downward
trip. Passengers for interior points will
therefore leave the ghip, since some
hours must necessarily be consumed in
the discharge of freight before the
steamer can proceed on its voyage.
Herein Los Angeles finds another oppor-
tunity for the promotion of its hopes.
The concentration of a commerce at any
point draws to it, as by the law of
gravity, other commercial factors : hence
the point at which the coastwise trade
focalizes naturally offers the largest in-
ducement as well as opposes the least
resistance to the addition of a general
ocean trade The existence of an exten-
give coastwiee traffic at any point is an
unanswerable argument in favor of the
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| the growth of California for the last 20
| years. In sll candor, where is there &
| Eoinb for the construction of a deep-sea

arbor near Los Angeles in which some
gpilroad is not interested in its location,
or would be as soon as the location was
palectad? And of what use would a har-
bor anywhere on the seacoast be if there
were no lines of coramerce focalizing with
the divergemnt rays by sea? If we are to
wait until 8 harbor will be comstrncted
without railroad communication, or
without the transportation companies
having any interest whatever in ita lo-
cation, or without the assistance of the
great railway system of the United
States, we will never have a harbor at

all, In all the years Los Angeles has

ply false, misleading and unfair to de-
clare that there is no opportunity of
building more than one wharf behind a
breakwater constructed at Port Los An-
geles. The opportunity for the con-
struction of wharves is {ree and open to
everyone. .

The breakwater contemplated at
either Port Los Angeles or San Pedro is
to be something over-5000 feet. Is it
fair to suppose that the area sheltered
by such a breakwater can be monopo-
lized by a single wharf 130 feet wide?
But the objection is raised that the
Southern Pacific company has the best
available route. This cannot be true.
There are no mountains at Santa Mon-
ica conatituting barriers except through

construction at government expense of
a deep-sea harbor. This argument in
favor of snch harbor will be valueless as
to any other point. Port Los Angeles
will be the seat of the coastwise com-
merce, even though a breakwater shonld
be constructed at points farther south,

Harbor improvements are made at the
expense of the whole people of the
United States, nupon the theory that
guch improvements are demanded by
commercial neceseity, and the argu-
ment in favor of appropriations for this
purpose fails or avails, az the commer-
clal necessity becomes obscure or appar-
ent. Whatever rivalries exist between
railroad systems affecting this matter

lation of Lo= Angeles at the preeent
time exceeds 60,000,

The territory mentioned as naturaily
tributary to Los Angeles embraces all the
territory south of Tulare lake in Oal-
ifornia, and the greater portion of Ari-
zona, That the commercial area, there-
fore, tributary to Los Angeles embracea
100,000 equare miles, may be accepted as
congervative.

The location of Los Angeles when
viewed from the plane of present com-
mercial and industrial development is
an anachronism; bat when it was
founded its location was the result of
political, industrial and commereial
forces, and was therefore natural rather
than accidental, The changed condi-
tions came about go gradually that Los
Angeles as a center was enabled togather
to itself the elements of growth which
became organic in their operation, and
thus it hag become comparatively a grea$
city.

We have already said that it is the
commercial emporium of 100,000 gquare
miles of territory. It remains to be
gaid that it is quite as necessary to the
territory which supports it as the terri-
tory is to itself; in other words, the re-
lation between the city and its support-
ing territory is completely introactive.

The district, of which this city is a
center, has a homogeneity of interest
which gives it a distinctiveness, The
industrial and commercial activities of
the world naturally take on this digtine-
tive segregation into districts. If the
cities of Southern California were
blotted out today, others would arige in
their place. It is reasonably probable
that if the existing industrial and com-
mercial forces were not deflected by the
present status of Los Angeles, they
would foealize at the sea coast, and
create a city where ocean and inland
transportation come together. IHereto-
fore in its history, it has grown by rea-
pon of activities upon the land, in the
development of which the ocean wasnot
a factor.

San Francisco has been and still is,
the entrepot for the commerce of Los
Angeles, It is trne that in some meas-
ure San Pedro has served the purpose of
a seaport. There was an embarcadero
for the Los Angeles region at the north-
erly end of the Wilmington lagoon, now
called San Pedro, in the early history of
the settlement of Alta California. It has
never been in any sense 8 deep-sea har-
bor, and the attempt to use it a such
has been attended with many disasters.
The list of vessels lost there includes
Nicholas Biddle, Callio, Adelaide Coop-
er, 8an Luis, American, R. P. Buck,
Kennebee¢ and Aimy.

Dana in his somewhat famous book,
Two Years Before the Mast, refers to it
as an open roadstead of but little value
as a harbor—a characteristic equally
applicable to it now.

he industrial development of the
territory tributary to Los Angeles has
come to demand a seaport, and the
problem which confronts this city at
present, and which will acquire greater
magnitude in the fature, is: Where
shall a port be established, which,
while serving Los Angeles as a seaport,
will not at the same time becomers rival
to 1t as & commercial center? At the

should not weaken the purpose of the ) e time it must have a port which

Los Angeles and Port Los Ange=
les there is a broad eweep of level and
fertile country. Growth in that direc-
tion is not only unobstructed, but ig
strongly invited, and for the paat 10
years growth has responded to this invi«
tation, and has been very marked. What«
ever growth shall become organic af
Port Los Angeles will still retain intro«
active sympathy with the growth of
this city. To the eastward, the river
offers an obstraction to the growth of
Los Angeles, while westward the ocean
obstructs the growth of Santa Monica,
Natural topography esgtablishes an in«
herent tendency of unification of the in-
terests of the two places. They muet
approach each other by the growth of
either,
LOOKING TO THE FUTURH.

The stranger coming among us, whose
clear perceptions are not obscured by
past traditions or exiating conditions,
would perhaps be gurprised to find that
up to the pregent time our city has de«
manded a geaport chiefly in the interest
of the city iteelf. We have here a ci
of from 60,000 to 80,000 inhabitants, an
the delusion is natural that a seaport iq
to be eonstrmected golely in our interest ;
that it will be subordinate to our com-
mercial activities; and that but for the
concentration of population in this city,
it would not be bnilt. It is the enter
tainment of misleading views of thiy
species which has led to the prevalent
opinion that a deep-sea harbor on the
coast, near the city, must necesearily be
merely a landing place for articlea of
commeree which are exchanged here,

The {uture of our city has a somewhat
wider scope than is brought within the
field of this view. Whatever temporary
reverses may delay its construction, &
ghip canal connecting the Pacific ocean
with the Gulf of Mexico is among the
certainties of the early future. The
great struggle for primaey in moderx
times between the nations of the earth
finds its strongest and most direct rival:
ry between Great Britain and the United
States., The entire continent of Sountk
America lies east of the meridian of New
York. While this statement is not ac
curate to 8 square mile, it is the practic
cal and geographical fact.

We present for the illustration of thii
subject a map of North ond South Amen
ica, of the Atlantic ocean and the
west coast of Europe. Assuming
that the point marked ‘‘E’” or
the west coast of South America i
the average point of arrival and
departure of a commerce with Europt
and the Atlantic porta of Amariea, il
will be perceived that the line no!tb
ward by “F,”” the location of the Nica
ragua Canal, to the point *‘D,” at New
York, is practically a etraight line,
The entire commerce of the west coast
of South America and sll that to bt
delivered to the western ports of thal
coutinent by rail from the interior wil
suatain & more intimate relation with
the city of New York than now exist!
between that city and eastern Soutk
American ports. In fact, the entirt
commerce of western Mexico in Nortk
America and all the west coast of South
America must pass by New York t
reach Liverpool. The construction of 1
canal will, therefore, extend the com:
mercial lines of New York eity all

around the continent of South Amerioa
N
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