
DECOYING FISH.
SKILLFUL INDIANS OF THE NORTH

HAVE QUEER METHODS.

They Cut a Mole In the Ico, Build a Bnt

Over tho Hole unci I»t Down a Decoy

Through the Iee?Fooling Innocent Crea-

tures of the Deep Lalcoa.

"Yon have heard of shooting gamo by
means of decoy birds often enough no
doubt," said an old sportman the other
day, "but 1 doubt if you ever heard of

fishing by moans of a decoy fish, where
the decoy was not used for bait. Inover
saw it dotio myself till"I visited Geor-
gian bay. a part of Lake Huron, in Can-
ada, one winter. There Ifound that the
half breed Indians erected huts on the
frozen bay aud fished through holes cut
in the ice by means of a queer decoy.

"Inorder tofacilitate matters, some of
them had little stoves in their huts tc
keep them warm while they fished. The
huts had only one opening, a door, and
when the fisherman had entered and
closed tho door no light entered the hut
except what came up through tho floor,
reflected through the ice outside and the
water underneath it. This made it pos-
sible for the fisherman to see deep down
into the water and difficult for fish to
see him in his dark hut. Tho fisherman
has a chair or bench to sit upon, food
and drink to keep life in him daring his
long watch and a little stove to prevent
chill. Now comes the decoy business.

"Tho half breed takes out of hia kit a
queer looking stick, painted and shaped
roughly to look like a fish, he avers,
though it would hardly be breaking the
second commandment to worship it, for
it is tho likeness of nothing in the heav-
ens above, or on tho earth beneath, onin
tho water under the earth: but if the fish
think it is tho main object is accom-
plished. This wooden counterfeit of a
fish is loaded with lead, so that itsinks
and lies in the water the right way when
suspended from the middle of the back
by a string attached to a short fishing
pole. Tho Indian lets this decoy down
into the water and by means of the string
gives it a series of short, sharp jerks,
which make it a dart hither and thither
in a remarkably lifelike manner, al-
though, of course, its range is exceeding-
ly limited, about ayard in any direction.

"Tho thiug is provided with tin fins
and tail and is weighted with lead most
heavily at the head. The string is at-
tached nearer the head than the tail,
npon the bark, and the skill with which

? fishermen mako the queer thing
?-l it about in a triangle under their

', 'hron.rh a hole in the ico, is truly
?? .I'.cr.bX I did not succeed in ac-

\u25a0 t'.f art my.elf. I should say
i i..- it that it is rather mure dif-

\u25a0 . i' lerwri than fiy casting.
r:i*ly a fjrw fish, noticing this

i \u25a0 i.iv:i- ,
T about as if in active pur

s ' M< food, r.wna that way to see if
i no: (vmetlvlng thoro for them

"'? * s-ll ;? ::iay be fresh water herring,
i. («s>us, whi'.eush or less valnablo

,m : trif >o.i> <v* them, big or littlo, is
t\ii;.-kilby t!.o ball breed. Fine fish he
sell*: ccttrae cries its or his dogs or Ins
Children or his squaw eat readily.

"Puillnj; up his decoy, the fisherman
lots down a baited nook and tries his
lack on tlio a iwcotuers, seldom in vain.
These men fish with all sorts of queer
bait. I saw one man make a splendid
haul one day, using for bait only a big
white bone button without any hook.
The fish swallowed it greedily, and he
would jerk them out of the water before
they could get itout of their throats. By
and by a pike or dogfish, seeing the
shoal of fish around the pole, darts after
them. They scatter in a harry, and the
fisherman lets down his decoy again to
attract the pike.

"Now all the skill at his command
must be employed to make the decoy
work well, for if it lags in the water
long enough for the pike to suspect its
genuineness he will turn away in dis-
gust. If the decoy deceives the wily
pike ho dashes at it, and the fisherman
jerks it away beforo the pike can grab it
In his strong jaws. The pike turns to
pursue, and as he halts to turn the fisher-
man drives at him with a long forked
spear. If his aim is accurate, the pike is
transfixed and is brought bleeding to tho
surfaco in a jiffy.

"These men are skilled hunters and
know many curious habits of the crea-
tures they pursue. They say that musk-
rats, for instance, are able to swim long
distances under the ico in this manner:
Taking a long breath, tho muskrat dives
from his pursuer and swims as far as he
can. When he can go no longer without
a fresh breath, he comes up under the
ice, and pressing his nose against it
breathes out all the air in his lungs.
This forms a big bubble under the ice,
and tho Indians say that tho ice has the
power ofmaking that bubblo of air fresh
again, oxygenizes it in fact, and that tho
littlefellow then breathes it in again and
dives onco more. This he can do half a
dozen times, tho Indians say, before the
air he took with him becomes so foul
that the ice cannot freshen it again.

"Whether this property of the ice is
true or not Icannot say, but tho Indians
firmlybelieve it, and Iknow that musk-
rats can travel a long way under the ice,
and I have seen them come up under tho
Ice, press their noses to it awhilo and
then dive again. Perhaps some scientist
might explain the case."?New York
Tribune.

Tho Southerner at Home.

The southerner at homo is prone to
neglect his headgear for the sake of hav-
ing his feet well shod, and he will go
about in public places wearing a bat-
tered and soiled slouch hat, but scrupu-
lously neat as to his footwear. The pe-
culiarity perhaps arises from family
pride, a besetting southern sin, coupled
with the beUef that aristocracy is evinced
in the shape and size of the feet. It is
worthy of note, however, that the south-
ern slouch hat is often a costly article of
the finest and most durable felt. Such a
hat for winter and a oostly and inde-
struotiblo Panama straw for summer are
'.He proper headgear fora southern coun-
?j+ ereutleman. ?Chicago Herald.

WHERE "FAKE" COMES FROM.

It Was a Theatrical Term, Which Found a
Champion ln Mr. Howells.

There is ono word which the larger
vocabulary of the public has lately taken
from the smaller vocabulary of tho play-
house and which some strolling player
of the past apparently borrowed from
some other vagabond familiar with
thieves' slang. This word is fake. It
has always conveyed the suggestion of
an attempt to deceive.

"Are you going to got up new scenery
for the new play?" might be asked, and
the answer would be, "No, we shall fake
it," meaning thereby that old scenery
would be retouched and readjusted so
as to havo tho appearance of new. From
the stage tho word passed to the news-
papers, and a fako is a story invented,
not founded on fact?"made out of
whole cloth," as the stump speakers say.

Mr. Howells, always bold in using
new words, accepts fake as good enough
for him and prints it in "The Quality of
Mercy" without the stigma of italics or
quotation marks. Just as in the same
story ho has adopted tho colloquial elec-
trics for electric lights?i. c., "He turned
off the electrics." And hereafter the rest
of us may use either fake or electrics
with a clear conscience, either hiding
ourselves behind Mr. Howells, who can
always give a good account of himself
when attacked, or else coming out into
the open and asserting our own right to
adopt either word because it is nseful.

"Is it called for? Is it accordant with
the analysis or the language? Is it of-
fered orbacked by good authority? These
aro the considerations by which general
consent is wor> or repelled," so Professor
Whitney tells us. "and general consent
decides every ,-ase without appeal." It
happens that Don Quixote preceded Pro-
fessor Whitney la this exposition of the
law, for when he was instructing Sancho
Panza, then about to be appointed gov-
ernor of at? island, he used a Latinized
form of o certain word which had be-
come vulgar, explaining that "if some
do not understand theso terms itmatters
little,for custom will bring them into
use in the course of time so that they
willbe readily understood. That is the
way a lan;mago is enriched. Custom
and the public are all powerful there."
Sometimes the needful word which is
thought to be too common for use is
Latinized, as Don Quixote preferred, but
more often it is ennobled without change,
being simply lifted out from among its
former low companions.?Scribner's.

The Saucy Mugpio.

The sauciest creature alive is tho mag-
pie of Australia. He is also a handsome
fellow, and as ho flies in undulating
waves he gl*f,ro< beautifully in tho sun-
light. Glossy black and pure white are
his colors. His beak is sh' 71 and can
bo very cruel, a'.ttiOUJj'j 110 ?**»? mgs not
to tho earaivora,
Ionce owned a niagj~e of this tilt. 1

lost him. with the CTttpott regret. Oar
friendship was ot lift taoc.t nleasaj I
clmructe;. It it trae that he often ur.t
me to eouit ineonTSiiieace. ITe fobbeiW
me. but not r.s w.'.r: TTe stole for
fan. Mr fir hated hizrt with fervor.
Ho haunted htf ?~~:.:n?. It was his
habit wbmi rev.* was. asleep to seize her
by the tail, giro it a vicious tweak and
then fly to tab '.vv'Tc o" t'ao chair, laugh-
ing heartily. Nh» opto? caogHt him, and
in time her tiil fc??i»rt>o to her a tail of
woe.

As 1 have : i.iv, l»e and 1 became fa-st
friends He visited me every morning,
perched himrelf on tiw footrail of my
bed and sang his merry song. Then he
would como and get into bed with me.
Itwas my custom to smooth his feath-
ers, place him on his back beside mo and
pull tho sheet over him up to his chin,
so to speak. He would then close his
eyes, and he and Iwould take a nap. I
have known him to sieep in this positioa
for two hours. This seems incredible,
but lam not dealing in fiction. Since I
lost him it has been my hope that befell
in with those who understood his char-
acter. Wherever he is, Iwish him well,
forIcould hare spared a bettor friend.
?Donahoe's Magazine.

Signals at Sea.

The international code of signals was
prepared and first published in April,
1857, in accordanco with tho views and

recommendations of a committee ap-
pointed by the board of trade. The code
is described as consisting of 18 flags?
namely, one bargee, four pennants and
18 square flags, and in addition an "an-
swering pennant," which is displayed
when the massage is completed and un-
derstood. The J8 flags represent tho
consonants ofthe alphabet, and it is by
a combination of two, three or four of
these flags hung perpendicularly to each
other that arbitrary signs are made
which represent words and sentences of
the same signification in all languages.
Each signal has throughout tho code but
one signification. A signal is always
made in "one hoist" inone place.

Tho nature of the signals is indicated
by the number of flags hoisted, whether
two, three or four together. Signals of
two flags relate to danger or distress;
signals of three flags to general subjects
of inquiry or communication, including
latitude, longitude and time signals, and
signals with four flags relate to names.
Single flags are not used in code signals,
with tbe exception of "yes" and "no" and
"answering" pennants. The flags to be
hoisted at one time never exceed four.
It is an interesting mathematical fact
that, with 18 variously colored flags, and
never using more than four at a time, no
fewer than 78,642 distinct signals can be
given ?Pearson's Weekly.

A Morel Parrot Por Sale.
Anovel parrot, possessing, according

to the advertisement, powers of mim-
icry and a vocabulary of SO words, is for
sale in London, but no gentlemen need
apply. The precocious fowlis destined
to pass into the keeping of a woman or
never tochange its owner. Why? Well,
James Payrt suggests that the bird may
have hung ina drawing room where for
a long time it has listened to the after
dinner talk ef the ladies, who now fear
a betrayal oftheir secrets.? L.«""d»~ Let-
ter. """:

IT IS A USELESS GIFT.
THE VERMIFORM APPENDIX CAUSES

SERIOUS TROUBLE.

Science Advances to the Reacoo and Shows
the Only Way to Safety?A Possibility
That tho Coming Man Will Be Without
That Dangerous Organ.

Will tho coming man have a vermi-
form appendix? Who has not heard of
that troublesome little pouch in the ab-
dominal regions which serves no good
purpose, bnt ia responsible for thousands
of deaths each year?

Emmons Blaino, Senator Hagan and
hundreds of other persons of prominence
had trouble with the vermiform appen-
dix?and they died.

Now science is asking in all serious-
ness whether the vermiform appendix
shall be allowed toexist; whether itshall
not bo removed entirely before it has the
opportunity topoison and destroy.

Professor B. G. Wilder has said flatly
that children should be relieved of tho
vermiform appendix, just aa they aro
vaccinated. But other students in this
new field are not yotready topronounca
in favor of so radical a scheme.

Physicians have known for ccnttttioe
that the vermiform appendix existed, but j
it was not until 1888?not until fiveyear*,
ago?that any one of the profession had
the daring to make an incision into the
abdominal cavity and remove thia rank
offender against the laws of health.

Tho attack on the vermiform append
ia but five years old, but it is being pros-
ecuted with remarkable vigor in New
York city, where it originated, and the

"reason is hot far to seek. Itis simply be-
cause physicians foel sure that they have
evidence that appendicitis, as disease of
the vermiform appendix, is named, causes
more deaths every year than consump-
tion, tho long acknowledged chief among
fatal diseases. L

Tho appendix vermiformis in normal
condition Is about the size of a lead pen-
ciland about 0 inches long. It is very
well shown in a specimen which was re-
moved at n-olinical lecture at tho Post-
graduate Medical school on Jan. 18.

This appendix had ulcerated and in-
creased in size somewhat, but gavea very
fair idea of the part. When perfectly
normal, it so compares with an ordinary
lead pencil that it is most frequently de-
scribed as liko it. Itfs a pencil that
writes only death warrants.

Even today very few physicians out-
eide of Now Yorkcity have any accurate
knowledge of appendicitis or would un-
dertake an oferr. Men for the removal oi!
the appendix. £ 3 entirely is the discov-
ery of tho diseas? aridthia [ttpar method
of treating it rut American development
of knowlrdgs iter! yrjetico that among
scientists rf r* " countries today ap-
pendicitis is i .i as "the American
tttoeoeev*

Sinca like rr.-:* t O'.crovcrles removals
of the cATjflb of fho trouble hove boon
very freqiient. Qaq jfeawylpractitioner
has iu'.d 4.-» swb PCYsjf* v;'trrij>.a yS&Y. . '

Broking in tho light 1 of recent re-
new.L, v ieta&a safe- to «y thai append
diciiis is fr.r rr"cte prcrtMicjit than con-
sumption, nud in j??xf.z thai proportion
cause* more den tho cbitf difference
being that the causa or fcdai ofappendici-
tis may bo removed bedily with success
in most cases, and succecs means restor-
ation toper.'ect licoit'.i.

"\u25a0he removal of i-too vermiform appen-
dixft. the e;riy steles of an attack of
appendicitis jfnow held tobe one of the
aafest of surgical operations, while ouch
an operation, whin the case has come to
near its last and fatal stage, is ono of the
most desperate. The sad case of Senator
Hagan ia one in point. Ho had long de-
gdred an operation, but it had been do-
layed nntil tflolate for an assured suc-
cess.

And now, after all theso facts are re-
cited, recurs the question of whether the
coming man will have a vrrrnifoim ap-
pendix. It is not meant by this to in-
quire whether tho coming man will have
his appendix slain lest it slay bim. A
much wider question is indicated. The
Onmbor of appendixes removed in this
city since the discovery that ernch an op-
eration could be safeiyperformed is very
great, all things considered. One gen-
eral practitioner, not a surgical special-
ist, told the representative of The World
that he had removed 100 appendixes in
two years. Possibly 1,000 appendixes
have been removed since the first opera-
tion or this sort in 1888, and most of
these in the pact three years.

What follows? if such a rate is to be
maintained, there will soon be a very
large proportion of the people of New
York city who have eliminated their
vermiform appendixes, and we are glad
Of it.
! Will the children of these people be
likewisepossessed of vermiform appen-
dixee? Undoubtedly. Bnt should the
eliminating process- -bo continued for a
few generations, bow,/long would it be
before this useless and dangerous, de-
generate and rndliTMctary portion oftho
body is permanently, bred out of exist-
ence?? New York World. ...»,

A Clock That Resrlsters the Tide.
1 The chamber of commerce of Rouen
has erected a clock tower which gives
the time on three sides and the height of
the tide on the fourth, namely, that front-
ing the harbor. The tide indicator con-
sists essentially of a float, which, by
means ofa cord and counter weight hung
on a dram, actuates a series of shafts
with bevel wheel gearing and moves a
band or pointer on a dial like that of a
clock, marked with the necessary figures
to show the level of the tide. The dials
axe of opal glass and are illuminated at
night. The clock has an apparatus for
distributing the time to other clocks in
Rouen and also for \u25a0 naifying the time
after the method adopted in Paris.?
London Globe.

A StantMo Statue of-Bacldluu . *

The reclining: statue of Buddha in the
Temple of tho Sleeping Idol at Bangkok
is 160 feet long, made of brick and cov-
ered with gold. The soles of the feet are
16 feet long and are inlaid with mother
of pearl in designs representing flowers
and fruits.?Philadelphia Press.

COLONEL PHILLIPS' SPECTACLES.
Story of Their Uso as Itclatod hy the Big

Hairy Man From tho Prairies.
"The way you Chicago people look at

things reminds me of my old friend,
Colonel John Phillips."

Tho speaker was a large, hairy man,
with a big slouch hat and a voice evi-
dently better adapted to tho acoustic
properties of the prairie than the smok-
ing room. He appeared torealizo this
as he glancod around and saw every man
in the room looking toward him, some
emiling, some scowling.

"Tellus about yovir friend, tiro colo-
nel," suggested a real estate agent who
had tho hairy giant on tho string for a
big cash trade.

"Why," continued the big man with
the prairie voice, "Phillips saw every-
thing that belonged to bim big and ev-
erything belonging to mo small"

"That's human nature?" the agent
was suggesting, but tho prairio man in-
terrupted with:

"No, 'twan't no human nature. 'Twas
spectacles! He got 'em made ia this
town. I believo you people all wear 'em
too."

"What peculiar properties did your
friend's spectacles possess?" asked a cu-
rious listener.

"Just as I've said. They made his
property loom up ia regular Chicago
World's fair fashion, but squashed other
people's stag worsen a Zimri Dwiggins
bank"

"How could he do this?"
"Why, the blamed lenses worked on

an axis and showed things telescope fash-
ion, you know. S'poso thero was a horso
trade up; he'd let yoa look at<your own
horse through the ordinary littlo end of
his glasses, but when you came to look
at his hod get at his specks again uader
some pretext?just flipping 'em over the
magnifying way?and you'd Beo a mag-
nificent animal. It was tho same way
with houses, tracts of land, wheatfiolds,
changing money?anything. Once you
looked through hi3glasses at anything,
you were his victim, for yoa felt as if
you couldn't live until you'd traded just
as Phillips wanted you to. But he mot
Iris reward. He tried a bluff game on
big Buffalo Joaes of Arizoaa, to whom
he bed by that spectacled jugglery sold
100 jaclrass rabbits for burrows, and
looked at big Jones' six gun through tho
little end of his glasses, trying to put
him down small, yon know. But, alas,
it didn't work!"

"What happened?" asked tho agent.
"Big Jones' gnn went off repeatedly

just as Colonel Phillips was adjusting
hi" glasses. It was aa well perhaps,"
continued the prairio man, dropping his
voice so low *>iat the bellowing of tugs
iv tho river and lake could again bo
heard, "for my friend had acquired
such a habit of trying to talk up to the
magnifying of these glasses that his
long etQojred reDaJation for ferocity
was entirely sp'jwnv Wo buried him at
Big Jor.er,' expense, und to prevent a re-
currence of rrtch a tragedy I took pos-
session pi*h« ypectiabltt," _

MWb"tftl*vcr Beoa'.3b >bi .'.hem: asked a
mar. who l>ad gone broke

on a World s fair hotel scheme.
"I now wear >m tnyaelf," said the

big, hairy prairie man.?Chicago Trib-
une.

Thia Fros Weighed a Ton.
Tho 'labyriuthodon, a huge creature re-

sembling a toad or a frog, and which
lived in tho earlier psriods of our planet's
history, has been found in a surprising
state of preservation ia the marl beds of
Huezelweitz, Hungary. All species of
this gigantic frog aro now extinct and
are known to thonaturalists only through
the investigations of tho geologists, who
have often found parts or entire fossils
of tho momrtor in strata of tho triassic
portion of tho mesozoic period. South-
wick raoatioas it in a three lino entry in
his "Quizzism and Key," under the head
"A Frog as Largo as an Ox," and in
Barnott's "Geological Epochs" it is con-
sidered ia a chapter on "Huge Frogliko
Creatures of the Mesozoic Ago."

The spocimea unearthed in tho Hua-
garian marl bed is entiro withthe excep-
tioa of the left forearm and the lower
jaw. Tho skall measures 18 inches be-
tween the eye sockets and weighs, ex-
clusive of the missing underjaw, 812
pounds. The bones which havo been dis»
covered up to dato (and there is still
hopes offinding the missing parts), with
the adhering matrix, weigh 1,800 pounds,
almost a ton.?St. Louis Republic.

The Jnry Suited the Lawyer.

A Chicago attorney, somewhat noted
for his sharp practice, sent his client one
day to watch tho cose. Word came to
him that his case was nozt on the docket,
and he hurried over tofind the opposing
counsel already boginning. In vain ho
looked for his client. He was nowhere
to be seen. In vain ho asked for delay,
but the court told him that the careless-
ness of a client would not allow such a
thing. At last he glanced into the jury
box and saw his client there.

The stapid man bad thought he heard
his name called and had marched ia
with the rest. The opposing couasel was
so aaxious to hurry the case along that
he neglected to examine the jury. See-
ing the thing was in his own hands, the
Chicago attorney turned to the court.
"Iwithdraw all objection," bo said. "I
have my client where I want him."?
Green Bag.

No Bogus Italian Counts.
American heiresses need have little

fear of bogus Italian counts for the same
reason that there is no imitation Italian
wine?the real article is too cheap. The
possession of a title in Palermo gives
nothing great of itself, but its indispen-
sable ac*»rapanlmeniis a carriage, horses
and driver In livery. To maintain these
on an income of next to notching a year
it is often'necessary to est macaroni
and thicksqnp for a regular diet, do a
great part of ano;shonsawork in gloomy,
faded apartments east sit about in old
clothes all day Song to await the magic
hour of 3p. m. Then mother and daugh-
ter don their flsarj. the carriage is driv-
en to tho-dbor and it tegins?the long,
oareißOnioris drive to La Favorite, and
the CMaraino Inglese.?Stirling Heibg's
Lett**.

IN THE METROPOLIS.
CITIZENS OF NEW YORK MAKING

PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.

Improvements on a Gigantic Scale Project-
ed? Hundreds of Millions of Dollars to
Be Spent In Beautifying' the Chief City

of the Continent.

Much has been said from time to time
of the absence of public spirit, of local
prido and of neighborhood feeling in
New York. Even the men who have
mado great fortunes hero do not seem to
have any regard for the city that has
given them their opportunities for
achieving wealth. "Men do not under-
stand the causes of their success," said a
speaker of tho board of trade recently in
commenting upon tho difficultyin arous-
ing public interest heroin the movement
for tho improvement of the Erie canal,
on which so much of the prosperity of
tho city depends. The lack of public
spirit was signally illustrated in the half
hearted way in which tho business men
entered into the movement to secure the
World's fair for New York. Chicago
was a blazo of enthusiasm on the sub-
ject, but New York entered into tho
competition in a listless, don't care sort
ofway, which naturally resulted in Chi-
cago carrying off the prize.

The fact is that New York is a city of
markets, of ships, ofshops, of hotels and
of tenement houses, but not of homes.
Tho rich mon may havo mansions here,
but their homes aro iv their country
houses. The people who livo in flats and
tenement houses are engaged in a strug-
gle for a baroexistenoe, and have not the
time or disposition to givo much thought
or care for tho city. Tho diversity of
races and languages represented in the
population serves only to separate the
people more and mako theia regard the
citywith utter indifference.

But thero is reason for believing that
this stato ofthings is gradually growing
better. There are evidences of increased
public spirit, of a greater pride in the
city and of a larger interest in her de-
velopment and improvement. Great
schemes or public improvement havo
been projected or begun. Millionshave
recently been expended In t!ie acquisi-
tion of new parks, and twice lately when
it was proposed to do something that
would injure Central park tliero was an
exhibition of aroused public opinion that
prevented tho outrages and would havo
done credit to a much smaller but more
enthusiastic city.

Rich men aye now contributing a lib-
eral portion 01* their wealth to enter-
prises that w:T. teoreCM tue gloryof the
metropolis. CbiUtubia college is being
rapidly developed inTo -a great universi-
ty. A cathedral has been
started. A spacious botanical garden is
to lw established. A fine arjuiirrum is to
take tin place of Caetto Garden on the
Battery. Aspleniid speedway for horses
is io be built. The city is to erect an
immense EiT.i>icipaJ-tiWHi2?, which it is
proposed shall be a notable architectural
addition to the :n"tropol!3. Tho present
city hail is to C3given to the trustees of
the Tildon trust and mads tho homo ofa
$2,000,0<X> library.

Tho art and natural history museums
are being rapidly developed and will
soon tako rank among tho best in tho
world. Monuments and statues are being
multiplied, and eight years after his
death the $sGo v ooo tomb ofGeneral Grant
is approaching completion.

But in other and perhaps more inter-
esting ways is tho revival of public spirit
in New York being manifested. Busi-
ness men are showing an increased inter-
est in the good government-of the city
and in its improvement in littlo things
as well as great. Other cities might in-
deed copy with advantage some of the
methods of the organizations that havo
boen formed here for the public weal.

The City Improvement society has
been formed and has started out to in-
vestigate the variov.s complaints of citi-
zens and to sbcaro, if possible,' better
pavements, better street cleaning and
similar improveriocts in parks, bridges
and streets of the city. Lately a munic-
ipal art society lias been organized by
leading artists, architects and others,
with a view of making the city more
beautiful. They seek to improve the ar-
chitecture of the public buildings, to se-
cure artistic decoration within them and
to prevent the erection of inferior stat-
ues and other inartistic structures. An-
other society is engaged fn marking with
bronze tablets the places of historical
interest Others of a more philanthrop-
ical nature are endeavoring to better the
lives and condition of the tenement house
population.

Tho -women have organized a health
protective association, and aro endeavor-
ing to institute reforms that shall de-
crease the death rate and make New
York a better city to livein. The latest
reform which they cave taken up is that
ofsecuring a health regulation requiring
the removal of the refuse of the 60,000
horses in the city of New York. The
physicians comprising the Academy of
Medicino have lately been acting with
vigor and courage to secure improved
quarantine protection and a puriued wa-
ter supply. Tho chamber of commerce
and the board of trade?the mouthpieces
ofthe merchants and bankers?have late-
ly exhibited increasad activity and exer-
cised a widerinfluence. All these things
certainly indicate that New Yorkers are
beginning to wake up and to show a
livelier interest in the welfare of the city.

Perhaps the fact that other cities are
getting closer to her iv tho competition
for business hits something to do with
this. It is beginning to dawn upon her
citizens that unless sho can unite with
Brooklyn, bridge aiirj tunnel the North
river, throw mare bridges over the East
river, get rapid transit from cityball to
Westoiestflr county and institute other
measures oj publiq improvement, she is
liable to lose tier eoju»\ercial supremacy.
?New York Cor. Baltimore Sun. ' "'? -V

?? ??i, - §
Many of tfys South Sea islanders be-

lieve that paratrjse cax only
by persons of perfect, pnysfcal forms.
Where this Belief prevails a mart willdie
rather than submit to amsatatieß.

A WOMAN OF NOTE.

One cf the Most Active Promoters of Uni-
versity Extension.

One of the activo promoters of uni-
versity extension work is Mrs. Louisa
Reed Stowell. wifoof Professor Charles
H. Stowcll, M. D., of the University of
Michigan. Her interest ivuniversity ex-
tension arises chieCy from her desire to
help young women get a higher educa-
tion.

Mrs. Stowell has made a reputation as
a scientist and author and for several
years edited The Microscope. She is
the author of a work on miscroscopical
diagnosis. Mrs. Stowell was born in

Grand Rapids in 1830. Her father, S.
Reed, was a clergyman. She graduated
at tho Michigan university in 1876 with
the degree of B. S. She pursued the
post graduate course ono year and in
1877 received the degree of M. S. When
she had completed her studies, sho was
engaged as instructor in microscopical
botany and given cbargo of tho botanical
laboratory. Sho remained in that posi-
tion 12 years, and both teacher and pu-
pils accomplished an unusual amount of
work ln structural botany during the
period.

Mrs. Stowell is a member oftho Royal
Microscopical society of London and has
been at tho bead of tho college alumna?
associations at homo. Sho has contrib-
uted extensively to sclcntilic literature
and also to popular periodicals. She is
an artist in crayon, charcoal and pen
and ink sketches end illustrates her own
articles. Edinf. Howard.

WHAT TO TAKE TO COLLEGE.

What the InniiC I-aOy Student Should Pro-
euro For Hi-r Room.

College rooms, if furrr.sbcd, contain
merely carpets and nscessary furniture.
Othervrico they .-re bare and unhomo-
liko. Tho wiso strident will tako things
to change it at onr.e. Allsorts of pretty
stuffy ftaed for drapery and upholstery
will in play at college, They will
bo needed for tabh'v aitl bureau covers?
nnless regular ones aro takeu?for win-
dow hangings and curtains to conceal
tho paucity of volumes on a largo set of
book shelves. They will help cover tho
walls if the supply of pictures bo small
or the pictures themselves aro not large.
Some of tho stuffs may bo used with cot-
ton wadding to upholster a flat topped
trunk or to make pads and cushions for
chairs.

A steamer chair is a great comfort at
college So aleo are great square floor
pillows. Take squares of cretonne sewed
around three sides and when nicely set-
tled havo them stuffed with straw or ex-
celsior if you cannot afford feathers.
They help make delightful "cozy cor-
ners" on the floor or bed. This last, ifa
single bed, can bo transformed into a
luxurious couoh by being covered by day
with some of the same goods, and hav-
ing theso same pillows and smaller feath-
er or down ones piled upon it. Around
bolster stuffed with excelsior can be
placed against the wall under the cover
to fill in tbat disagreeablo angle where
all pillows get discousaged and double
up when leaned'on.

Allsorts of pictures and plaquo hold-
ers willbo welcome ia the college room,
also a plentiful supply of picture hooks.
A paper of tacks, hammer, screwdriver
and gimlot will bo very useful ia up-
holstering trunk3and boxes for couches
and hassocks. « S»jj

A fow dishes, such as frnit.plates, a
tumbler, mediciJso glass,' toons ->oons and a
knife and fork. in very well at
times. S*J"

Any number offlower glasses and jars
willbe serviceable to hold the "spoils of
the forest and field" that the college girl
always loves to collect. Perhaps there
may be a broad window seat which will
hold a pet palm in its fancy pot. An
easel, too, ifit can be safely sent, helps
to fill up a room. All one's favorite
books ought to go.

A couple of washing bags, made of
gingham or calico, with draw strings,
willhold soiled clothing, one being kept
in the room while the, other is in the
laundry with the week's wash. Abottle
of indelible ink ought not to be forgot-
ten, also a traveler's inkstand, to be
taken when you want to write in some
charming nooc out of doors. Window
poles for your pretty curtains aro not al-
ways obtainable without a little trouble
and can bo sent strapped up with the
umbrellas. A case for those same um-
brellas willbe a good thing to carry also.

A writing tablet or a portfolio will
help to fill the table and make it look
echolarly aad any sort of a good sized
screen willalvrys be found invaluable,
especially if two students occupy one
room. It will eorvj to make the ono
room i»to two when each student wishes
to study ajone.

" AivNiEIsabel Willis.

Woznen nad aitisie.
The convention of amateur musical

clubs at Cnfcago.rGvealed the existence
of a great, nunihar of ladies' musical
OiUbs. No less than 34 of such olubs
took cart inttys aasgfamrae tff the con-
vention. NojtaSjt can be more delight-
ful, more c33jhe«cror improving, than a
musical clao nP of
enthusiastic ladies.

MRS. LOUISA EF.ED STOWELL,

THE SPECTROSCOPE.
IT PROMISES TO REVEAL WONDER-

FUL STAR SECRFT3.

A Modern Astronomical Instrument Vfiaf
May Teach Observer* Something Itelnt-
in-- to the Composition of the Heavenly

Bottle*.

Tho corps of astronomers at the ob-
servatory on Mount Hamilton are now
completing; the results of Professor
Schaeberlo's observation of the great
eclipse of the sun observed in Pern,
speculating on that wonderful heavenly
visitant, tho comet; studying the "bright
line" stars, and other matters incidental
to the work of this, tho greatost observa-
tory of the world.
Ithas never been definitely known ot

what comets were composed, but Pro-
fessor Campbell has been observing the
recent additions to the firmament at all
favorable opportunities with tho big tel-
escope and its spectrum attachment.
Tho result of his observation has been
that tho spectrum lines show that tho
comet is composed of incandescent car-
bon and nitrogen, being itself luminous.
This has been the theory heretofore, but
It had never before been actually deter-
mined. The spectrum revealed the hith-
erto suspected truth. While the astron-
omers aro satirfied with the observations
of this comet, yet much is still in doubt,
and will not bo solved until some big
comet appears, such as has presented
itself in past years before the present
means of observation were known. If
such a comet should heave in sight all
other work would be suspended, and all
eyes turned upon it, resulting undoub*.
edly in astonishing and almost unhoped
for results. j

Professor Campbell at present is de-
voting most ofhis time and attention to
the study of the "bright line" stare,
training tho great lens upon them night
after night. His work is greatly aided
by the spectroscope. Of these stare
thero are only 82 in this hemisphere
capable of being observed, the remain-
der, about 10 in number, being in the
southern hemisphere, and not visible at
the Lick. When the spectrum is placed
on the telescope, and the lens trained
upon one of these stars, the light from
the star is broken up and analyzed by
the spectrum, and tho colors obtained
arranged in a broad band according to
their intensity. Intersecting this band
aro bright linos, whence these stars re-
ceive their name. Tho lines, according
to their position among tho colors, de-
note a prepondi rating abundance ofsome
element, one position indicating hydro-
gen, another tin, another iron, and so
through the list of elements. In some
of these stars the number of bright lines
is much greater than in others, and this
shows that tho stars aro in different
stages of development.

From these observations Professor
Campbell holies to perfect a definite the-
ory in regard sidereal. evolution,
which will mow whether the star is a
new one or one partly burned out or one
entirely deafl. Allobservations hitherto
have beeti made with comparatively
small telescopes, and but few lines were
brought out in any of tho spectra, bnt
when tho 86 inch lens, with its wonder-
fulpower, was turned upon them many
new bright lines were brought out, re-
vealing tbe fact that the state of thel
stars was far different from what was
supposed. Continued observations will
be made upon these stars, and many
new and interesting facts may soon be
discovered.

Avery interesting object of observa-
tion has been tbe new star in the con-
stellation of Auriga, called Nova Au-
riga, discovered on Nov. 1, 1892, by Pro-
fessor Andrews of the Edinburgh ob-
servatory. When first discovered, this
star was of the fifth magnitude and was
visible to the naked eye. Itremained in
this state for six weeks. It then de-
creased in intensity and was visibleonly
in the large telescope fora period of six
weeks more, when it totally disappeared.
In August itagain appeared, having in-
creased to the tenth magnitude, and it
has remained in sight ever since, increas-
ing in brilliancy and oominraiding great
attention in all the observatories of the
world. Itis now supposed to bo in the
first stage of sidereal evolution. In the
past 20 centuries only 20 of these new
stars have been discovered, and the ex-
treme rareness of tbeir appearance adds
greatly to the interest in them.

Tbe most important question In re-
gard to Nova Auriga was tho nature of
it. Hero and at Pultowa, Russia, where
the second largest telescope in the world
is located, the lens being 30 inches in
diameter, the observation tended to show
that it was a planetary nebula} or a ne-
bulous star, but this theory has been
denied by leading English and German
astronomers, who have claimed that it
was a true star. Recent observations at
Mount Hamilton disprove the theory of
its being a truo star, and establish the
fact that it, Is a nebulous body. The
spectrum exhibited exactly the same

? features as tho spectrum of those stars
which aro admitted to be nebulas.

Without doubt the spectrum has
proved to be the most valuable scientifio
aid to astronomers of all discovered in
recent years. While it has been in use
for nearly L'O years, yet it has been only
in the last five years that it has proved
to be of much value. It is now used
both visually and photographically. The
Lick observatory willsoon be furnished
with a new suectrcscopo of the latest
and be3t manufacture, D. O. Mills hav-
ing given a sum of money sufficient to
purchase such a one as is needed.?Sa»
Jose Cor. San Francisco Chronicle.

The {lathe* \'uunc Man.
Young men who are "everything by

turns and nothing long" may possess
even more than average ability,but they
never make good business men. Aa
"rolling stones gather no moss," neither
do these shifty creatures add any power
to their oharacter or wealth to a store.
They are respectable tramps, always on
the move from or.a vocation to another,
often waitin?; like Micawber for "some-
thing to turn :.. '

? I>ry Goods Econ-
omic.
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