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Regarding His Treatment
by Robbers

THEY WERE VERY POLITE INDEED

But It Was Not Safe to Re:ist
Them

THE JOB WAS NEATLY DONE

For the Miscreants Profited by Former
Experience

They Understand Running Traios as Well as
AL Stopping Them

The Booty Secured Is Certainly Worth
Three Thousand Dollars, and Pos-
gibly Many Times That Sum.
Some Other Hold-Ups.

Associated Press Special Wire

ST. LOUIS, Dec. 24.—The Chicago
and Alton express, which was held up
by masked bandits at the infamous
Blue Cut, near Independence, Mo., on
‘Wednesday night, arrived in St. Louis
this afternoon at 1:05.

The story ebtained from the trainmen
stamps the robbery as one of the clever-
est and boldest pieces of work done by
road agents during the year. :

Express Messenger J. D. Frier feels
terribly broken up over the robbery.
‘When the train crew first asked how
he fared, he said the company had been
hard hit. He now says he cannot tell
how much was taken. To a representa-
tive of the Associated Press Frier said:
“I was busy and thought we had stopped
on account of a breakdown. I heard
voices outside. When the knock came
I supposed it was the brakeman and
opened the door. Then I was helpless.
The robbers threw my shotgun out of
the car and broke it to pieces. They
certainly knew their business and were
very polite, but it would not have been
safe to have resisted them.”

Frier has been messenger for the Pa-
cific Exprass company for thirteen years
and connected with express companies
over twenty ycars., He will be able to
{dentify the robbers, if caught.

OFFICIAL STORY.

CHICAGO, Dec. 24.—At the offices of
the Chicago and Alton railroad the fol-
lowing official statement in regard to the
Blue Cut robbery was given out today:

The train was flagged by red and
white lanterns just west of the Missouri
Pacific bridge, east of Independence,
The robbers took charge of the engine
and made the engineer get off and the
conductor and brakeman to go back and
get the train wrench and cut off the ex-
press car. The trainmen made consider-
able noise and did loud talking and
pounding on the couplings while doing
the work, in order to give the express-
nman a chance to hide away his stuff.
When the train was cut off the robbers
made the trainmen get off while they
took the engine and express car away
They next stopped in the cut about half
way between the top of the hill and
Glencoe and rapped on the express car
door. The expressman opened it, ani
rcalized for the first time that he was
being held up. All his valuables wepre
exposed. He claims not to have had
time to put them in the safe before
leaving Kansas City. It was therefore

Y not necessary for the robbers to open
the safe, though they were amply pro-
vided with dynamite for ciftat purpose
The amount secured foots up .$2500 in
cash, and may reach $3000. After rob-
bing the car they cut the bell cord, pulled
the tank pin and cut off the air and or-
dered the expressman to set the hand
brake of the express car. They all got
on the engine and ran to the second
bridge east of Glendale, where it was
left without water, steam, fire or air.
The train crew was: Engineer, Welton,
fireman, Post; conductor, Nichols:
brakeman, Jones; expressman, Frier.

The following is a description of the
robbers, as given by the trainmen: Four
men, all masked, three dark and onec
light mask; one man small and slender,
somewhat feminine voice, and had been
drinking; two medium size; one man
six feet tall, weight 200 pounds. The
trainmen were mixed in describing the
olothes they wore.

Engineer Witten, who had charge of
the train, was also engineer of the train
that was held up at the same place two
months ago. He says he recognizes the
men as those who committed the pre-
vious robbery and tells the following
#t;ry of last night’s hold-up:

“I saw a red light gleam across the
track and I stopped the train because
it was my duty to do so. I looked out
of the cab into the barrels of two revoi-
vers and a shotgun. The leader was a
short, medium built man, whom I quick-
ly recognized as the man who had held
me up the last time. ‘Got you again,’
he said as he ordered me and the fireman
to- come down. ‘You know how it is
when a man's on the hog train. Wea're
out for the stuff.’ Conductor Nichols
came up from the rear of the train to seo
why we had stopped. He was ordered to
throw up his hands, and he obeyed. I
don’t know whether the leader is ah en-
gineer or not, but he is certainly a raii-
road man and understands running an
engine. While his pals kept us covered
he cut the baggage carsand engine loose
and was soon tearing down the track.
The conductor went back to Independ-
ence to report the robbery and the fire-
man and 1 followed the cars and en-
gine. When we reached the cars in Blus
cut the robbers had gone and we trudged
on past Glendale to where we found the
engine. It Is my opinion that the rob-
bers left the engine before reaching
Glendale, and then ‘turned it loose.” Tt
stopped at the top of an incline because
there was no water left in the boiler.”

A STATION ROBBED.

PHOENIX, Ariz., Dec. 24—Congress
Juuction station on the Santa Fe, Pres-
cott and Phoenix railroad, eighty-five
miles north of Phoenix, was held up las:
night by unknown robbers and $70 of
Wells Fargo money stolen at the peint
of a plstol. Only a single individual, a

| young man about 23 years of age, was
visible. Agent G. C. West was alone at
the time. Sheriff Ruffner of Yavapai
county arrived at the Junction this
morning and reports this evening are
that he has struck the trail of the robber
and has an excellent prospect of taking
him in.
THEY GOT ONE CENT.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn., Dec. 24—Min-
neapolis has experienced the first hold-
up of a street car since the operations cof
the Barrett brothers several years ago,
for which crime and the murder of a
driver, they were hanged. Late last
night three masked men entered a Bryan
motor car at the end of the line and at
the point of revelvers took $12 from
Conductor Quady. The motorman by
this time had entered the car and one of
the robbers covered him while another
went through him. His pockets yielded
only one cent, and this the robbers ra-
turned to him.

BRAVED THE STORM.

A Defaulting Postmaster Surrenders—A
Light Sentence Imposed.

PORTLAND, Or.,, Dec. 24—Vincent
Sutton, late postmaster at Oretown, Or.,
arrived in this city today, after traveling
over snow-covered mountains and acrossg
raging rivers, to deliver himself up to
justice. Sutton was recently indicted
by the United States grand jury on the
charge of embezzling the sum of $355,
placed with him as postmaster in ex-
change for money orders. On hearing of
the indictment, Sutton wrote to the
United States marshal that there was no
need of sending an officer after him, be-
cause he would come whenever he was
wanted. A few days ago he was notified
that he was wanted and that an officer
would meet him at Sheridan, the end of
the railroad line. To reach Sheridan, 43
miles away, Sutton had to cross threc
rivers, a raging torrent five times, by
means of drift logs.

When arraigned before Judge Bellin-
ger today he pleaded guilty. In consid-
eration of his saving the officers of the
law so much trouble, the court imposerl
the minimum sentence of six months’
imprisonment.

!
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BLEW HIS HEAD OFF.

Whether Purposely or by Accident is
Not Known,

STOCKTON, Dec. 24.—Jesse Brown,
the 20-year-old son of the chief engineer
on the steamer Captain Weber, blew the
top of his head off this afternoon with a
shotgun., The boy had been drinking
the night before, and during the day
was so moody and disagreeable that his
aunt, at whose house he was stopping,
fled to the neighbors. Shortly after-
ward the report of a gun was heard in
the house, and neighbors broke in the
door. The corpse lay in the middle of
the bedroom, with the upper portion of
the head gene. By the side lay the
smoking shotgun. The room looked
as if an explosion had taken place, the
smoke and blood being scattered over
the four walls. The youth wa: wi.d in
nature, but was never knowu to
threaten self destruction.

CLAIMS.

THE SEALERS'

VICTORIA, Dec. 24.—The case of the
schooner Thornton was opencd at the
Bering sca claims commission this
morning by Sir Charles Tupper, who
stated that in many respects the claim
was similar to that of the Carolina, ani
that evidence in the one case wouid,
in a measure, be applicable to the other.
The steam schooner Thernton was seiz-
ed in Bering seca in August, 1886, by the
cutter Corwin, and condemned. Tho
Thornton was built in 1861 at Dungene
Wash., and was registered as British
bottom at Victoria. H. J. Cook, who
rebuilt the vessel in Victoria in 1877, said
on the witness stand that in 1886 tha
vessel wasg in as good condition as ever,
and should be worth $5000. Walter
Walker put the value at $6000, with a
statement of auxiliary power, and Cap-
tain Warren claimed that in 1886 she was
worth between $5000 and $6000. Several
other witnes:=cs gave evidence as to its
catches, and the commission adjournca
early.

SUGAR DEALERS' WAR

TOLEDO, O. Dec. 24 —Havemeyer's
agent secured €40 shares of Woolson
Spice company stock today for $640,000,
which leaves only sixty shares, These
are held by Spence Acklin, one of the
original projectors of the company, who
has all along been adverse to the deal.
The priae paid makes a total investment
by the Sugar trust of §$1,905,000 for 1740
shares it has secured, The Wooldon com-
pany has been one of the most remark-
able dividend paying properties in this
part of the country. It wdsorganized in
1882 with $52,000 and not another penny
has been added. Since then it has pald
$910,000, making an annual dividend of
25 per cent. The straight book value of
the stock, when the trust laid siege to it,
was $1,726,000. Twelve new roasters are
being placed In position, which will give
the plant a capacity of 1,400,000 bg#;s.

MISS WILLARD VERY ILL

BUFFALO, N. Y., Dec. 24, —A special
to the Commercial from Warsaw quotes
Dr. Green, the physician in attendance
on Miss Frances K. Willard, as saying
that although her condition is serious,
he is sanguine that she will be fully re-
stored eventually. All of Miss Willard's
engagements, ircluding her California
speaking trip, where she expected to be
about February 1st, have been canceled.

REPRISAL IS LIKELY

LONDON, Dec. 25.—The Standard's
apprehension of German merchants that
apprehension of German merchats that
the irritation in America at Germany's
prohibition of American meat will re-
sult in further reprisals, for example,
the compulsory examination of all Ger-
man wines and the placing of serious
obstaceles in the way of importation o1
German sugar.

CHANGED HIS MIND

STOCKTON, Dec. 24.—Harry Ainsley,
a book agent, stepped behind a saloon
this afternoon and slashed his wrist,
nearly severing his right hand. When
found he was unconscious from the loss
of blood. When restored he acknowi-
edged that he had attempted self de-
s¢truction but was very anxious on sec-
ond thought, to live.

AN AWFUL POOR SUBJECT.

TOPEKA, Kan., Dee. 24—Hugh
O’'Neil, the Marion county wife murder-
er, who is serving a twenty-five year
sentence in the penitentiary, will re-
ceive his liberty tomorrow as a Christ-
mas present. it is the practice of the
governor of the state to grant one par-
don each Christmas.

ALLISON ITMPROVING.

DUBUQUE, Ia., Dec. 24,—For the first
time in a month Senator Allison left his
home today and took a short carriage
ride about the city. He expects to leave
for Washington immediately after the
holidays. g

INTHE FIELD OF LABOR

Boston Electric Car Men Knock
Off Work

ALL STREET CARS STOPPED

But the Steam Lianes Took Care of the
Travelers

The Matter Settled Inside of Twelve
Hours—Carnegie's Ironworkers’
Merry Christmas

BOSTON, Dec. 24.—In spite of the of-
flcial announcement of the Motormen
and Conductors’ union of the West End
Street railroad that the proposed strike
over the alleged non-recognition of the
union would be deferred till December
25th, many employes left the cars this
morning at 10 oclock. The service was
seriously crippled. At 10 oclock the strike
of all cares was on on the streets of Bos-
ton, except those of the Washington
street lines and South Boston division.
Men of other lines stopped work on being
told of the situation. The West End
Street railway operates the car lines
throughout the entire city proper, South
Boston, Dorchester, FEast Boston,Bridge-
ton, Cambridge, portions of Newton,
Malden, Everett, Medford, and the en-
tire Roxbury end of Charlestown dis-
tricts,

The next strikers were the men from
Everett, Newton and Roxbury, the ex-
ecutive committee seeing the disposi-
tion of the men, prevailed upon them
not to desert their cars un'til noon in
order that the committee could see Pres-
ident Little and explain to him. The
conference committee that waited upon
Mr. Little waited for him for two hours
but President Little maintained that his
signature to the agreement would be
worthless unless it was authorized by
the executive committee of the board of
directors. At noon the order to strike
went into effect and after an hour the
only cars running were those of the
South Boston and Grave Hill roads.

Committees of thegtrikers were sent
to headquarters to call out the men as
fast as they came to the stations. It was
estimated that 3500 men were out at
1:30 oclock this afternoon. The foreman
firemen at the power houses will take
actlon tonight. As soon as it became
known that a strike was really on, the
New York, New Haven and Hartford
railroad put in a fifteen minute time-
table on all its suburban lines out of the
park square. The other steam roads
quickly followed the New Haven road
and put on quick service to all suburban
points.

The West End officials say they have
done everything in their power to pre-
vent a strike. They have never re-
fused to sign the agreement presented

s by the union, they =ay, hut distinctly

told the representatives of the men that
the matter would be pregated to the
West End directors if they would only
give them time to do it.

A SUDDEN SOLUTION.

The great strike on the West FEnd
street railway has been officially de-
clared off. This action came like a bomb-
shell at 12:30 this (Friday) morning.

But it remains to be seen, when day-
light comes, whether this second act
of the supreme council will be heeded.

The following is the statement made
hy the supreme council to the public, ex-
plaining its position:

To the Publie: The supreme council
was given power to negotiate for an
agreement with the managers of the
West Eind road. The council performed
its duty, and in doing so found the pres-
ident lacking in authority to make any
settlement without consulting his board
of directors. He asked for further time,
which was granted. The men repudiated
this act, and we, as honorablie men, had
to do one of two things—sanction the re-
pudiation of the men and thus violate
our agreement with the president, or re-
fuse to be a silent party to the continu-
ance of the strike.

We chose the latter, and will keep our
agreement with President Little at all
hazards.

THE CARNEGIE SCALE.

Twelve Thousand Men Promised a Con-
tinuance of Good Wages.

PITTSBURG, Pa., Dee. 24—Notices
were posted in all the mills of the Car-
negie Steel company (limited) today, no-
tifying the workmen that the same wage
scale that was paid last year would con-
tinue during 1897. The scale.affects from
12,000 to 15,000 tonnage men, day men and
turn men The scale now in effect was
made in 1895, and on May 14 of that year
a voluntary increase of 10 per cent was
granted by the company. This scale,
with the bonus, was paid during the re-
mainder of the year and throughout
1896, in the face of unfavorable trade
conditions. The present state of the
market is anything but flattering, and
consequently the continuance of the
present wages is received with favor by
the men. The company in its notice
posted today says:

“The present condition of the iron and
steel business does not warrant this con-
tinuance of the payment of the bonus,
but we hope that early in 1897 there will
come such improvement as to do so, and
it is the hope which has led us to coatinue
its payment.”

LOS ANGELES MAIL.

More Help Necessary to Distribute Piles
of Christmas Gifts.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24. — Prepara-
tiong for the Christmas rush at the
postoffices throughout the country were
made by the postoffice department some
time ago, and at most of the offices for
the past few dayvs there have been scv-
enal additional employes authorized by
the Washington officials. The only of-
fice that has telegraphed for further re-
inforcement is Los Angeles, from which
an inspector wired today that the mail
was piled up, and the office would have
a bhad block unless immediate relief was
given,

General Superintendent Machen of the
freea delivery service immediately au-
thorized the employmsent of five more
men and five more horses for six days.

AN INNOCENT MAN PARDONED.

COLUMBUS, Ohio, Dec. 24,—Governoy
Bushnell today pardoned Isaac Smith
of Pike county, who was sentenced to
be hanged in 1889 for the murder of his
cousin, Stephen Skidmore. Smith was
nine times reprieved, and his sentence

- A CHINE

finally commuted to life imprisonment.
Once he was led out on the scaffold, the
officials withholding the reprieve until
the last minute in the belief that he
would confess. He always asserted his
innocence, and subsequent develop-
ments have shown that he did not mur-
der Skidmore.

M'KINLEY'S APPOINTEES.

Col. Otis Named for Cabinet Position or
a Clerkship.

SEATTLE, Wash,, Dec. 24.—Col. Jas.
Hamilton I.ewis, congressman-elect
from this state, has returned from a pro-
fessional visit to the national capital.
Concerning his views as to President
McKinley’s cabinet appointments, the
colonel sajd: “I am inclined to think
that Col. H. G. Otls of California will be
given the portfolio of secretary or as-
sistant secretary of war. Mr. Eckels
will eontinue, it is said, as comptroller
of the curyency, if Mr. Dingley is made
secretary of the treasury. Gen. Grosve-
nor of Ohio will be given the manage-
ment of the incoming administration.
Senator Wilson is seeking to have the
commissioner of the general land office
come to this state.”

PROSPECTS IN CALIFORNIA

Every Prospect Pleases and Not a Thing
Is Vile

Wendell Easton Thinks the South
Particular Will Experience a Year
of Great Prosperity,

in

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24.—Wendell
Easton has returned from an extended
tour in the south as far as San Bernar-
dino. He reports that matters all along
the line are In an exceedingly favorable
condition. There is more land, he tays,
being broken for the purpose of grain
planting than for several seasons past,
due directly to the increased price of
farming products, and good farming
land is sought for at a material advance
in rental prices which have prevailed
for the past two or three years. In the
vicinity of Merced lands that went last
year for one-fifth of the crop, and the
owners furnishing a portion of the seed,
are now rented for one-quarter of the
crop in the sack, delivered at the ware-
house, which makes an increase of
nearly fifty per cent.

Mr. Easton says that the general con-
ditions are exceedingly favorable to
Southern California; a very excellent
rainfall has already taken place, and the
season altogether promises well with
the good prices prevailing for products
generally, and it is safe to say that the
next four months Southern California
should make a great stride forward.

THE SAN JUAN RANCH

Bought by a German Who WIill Cul-
tivate Canaigre.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24.—It is
stated that Thomas Flint has sold his
ranch in San Luis Obispo county to
Morris Stach von Goltzheim, a wealthy
German interested in the growing of
canaigre, a plant which it is hoped will
supercede bark for tanning purposes.

Flint ig the eldest of four children
who four years ago were bequeathed an
estate of several million doilars by their
father, Robert Flint of San Luis Obispo
county. The junior Robert Flint's share
of the estate consisted of $800,000, in
gold and the San Juan rancho, compris-
ing 60,000 acres and 7000 head of cattle
in San Luis Obispo county. Tt is esti-
mated that young Flint has spent'§100,-
000 a year for four yvears. The immense
revenues of the ranch were nét =uificient
to support him, and he borrowed $100,600,
giving a mortgage on the estate. This
mortzage has been foreclosed, and to
raise the money to pay his debts Fiint
has sold the ranch to Goltzheim. The
purchase price is not stated, but the
property Is believed to be worth $800,¢40,

:

E SLAVE ESCAPES.

SAN FRANCIISCO, Deec. 24.—After
making two attempts to escape the life
of a Chinese slave girl today, Wan Kim,
a handsome 16-year-old girl, managed
to elude her owners and place herself in
the hands of Officer Holbrook of the
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to
Children, who in turn placed the girl in
charge of Mrs. Ida Hull of the Methodist
mission, Wan was brought here six
months ago by a highbinder, who had
prevailed on her parents to let her come
here in the hopes of marrying her to a
wealthy merchant of this city, He
sold her for $1750.

S

GOT A BIG VERDICT.

NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—Harry H. Kut-
ner, who sued to recover $20,060 damages
from James C. Fargo as pre ent of the
American Express company for malic-
ious arrest and imprisonment, obtainad
a verdict in hisg favor today for $10,000.
Kutner, in July 1883, while a clerk in the
employ of the defendant, was arrested
on a charge of having stolen a parcel
containing a watch and chain of the
value of $27.50, consigned to R. McAles-
ter, White Plains. His trial in general
sgessions resulted in a verdict of acquit-
tal.

ARKANSAS RACE TROUBLES.

M’'NEIL, Ark., Dec. 24.—A correspon-
aent has just returned from the lower
part of the state, where about twenty

negroes were recently shot in a raii|

made on a sawmlill by white men. The
race trouble at the mills has not sub-
sided, and further outbreaks are ex-
pected at almost any time. The mills
are rurning full time and the owners
are endeavoring to keep down the
troubles between the whites and blacks,
but the situation is such that the war
may be resumed at any time.

A SORROWFUL CHRISTMAS.,
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24 —While

decorating a Christmas tree for her four
little children on Wednegday afternoon

Mrs. George Coulter, of 322 Eureka
street, was stricken with heart disease
and fell over dead. The children

thought she was tired and had fallen
asleep. An hour or so later, when the
husband and father came home, they
told him that their mother was asleep,
He went into the housge and found the
lifeless body Mrs. Coulter was 45
years of age.

AN INSANE CLOTHIER.

WASHINGTON, Dec, 24 — Oscar
Wahlfeld, president of the Wahlfeld
‘Wholesale Clothing company in Naw
York, who created a scene in the private
office of W. B. Thayer, secreiary of
IBmery, Bird, Thayer & Co., was sent to
the city hospital to undergo treatment
today for mental derangement until his
father and son in New York can come
after him.

lasting several days,

INTHE WORLD OF SPORT

Riley Grannan’s Case Comes Up
in Court .

A PLUNGER HAS SOME RIGHT

And Qoe is the Privilege of A t:nding
Races

The Once Famous Weston Resumes
Pedestrianism at the Age of

58 Years.

Assoclated Press Special Wirs

NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—Riley Gran-
nan's controversy with the New York
Jockey club was before the supreme
court in Brooklyn today, on a motion
for a permanent injunction to restrain
the club and the Westchester Racing
association from expelling the plunger
from the track. The offense of Gran-
van consisted in making a present to a
jockey, contrary to the rules of the Jock-
ey club. While Justice Osborne reserved
his decision, he made a significant ob-
servation. In connection with the as-
sertion by Gen. Benjamin F. Tracy,
counsel for Grannan, that the fact that
his client was a plunger had had much
to do with his expalsion, Justice Os-
borne observed: ‘“A plunger has as much
right on a race track as anybody else.”
It was the contention of counsel for the
defendant that the Jockey club had the
right to make any reasonable rules to
preserve order and maintain the integ-
rity of racing. The rule against tipping
was for the latter purpose. ¢

AN AGED PEDEESTRIAN.

NEW YORK, Dec. 24 Edward Pay
son Weston, once famous as a pedestri-
an, will, at 10 oclock tomorrow night,
begin a 24-hour walk, in which he wiil
undertake to equal his wonderful rec-
ord of 118 miles.

Mr. Watson is 58 years of age, but has
lived temperately, and declares that hig
regular habits have kept up his power ot
endurance,

IN THE RING.

NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—Peter Maher
and Steve O’Donnell are matched to box
twenty rounds before the Greater New
York Athletic club at Coney island on
Christmas afternoon. The arena, which
is that of the old Coney Island Athletic
club, will seat 10,000 persons. There will
be a preliminary bout and time will b
called for the heavy-weights before 2
oclock.

SAFE IN PORT.

British Ships Ixpericnce Dreadfu!
Weather Coming 'Round the Horn.

SAN FRANCISICO, Dec. 24 —The
British ships Simla and May Flint

ropped anchor in the harhor after a ter-
rible voyage up the west coast of South
America, in which the Simla was rougn-
ly handled and nearly wrecked, and tle
May Flint lost a man in a heavy sea
which swept the deck from stem to
stern. The Simla comes from Liverpool,
which port she left 34 days ago, and the
Flint was 155 days out from New York.
Apparently the vessels got into the
same heavy gale, which 1s reported by
both masters to have been the mest se-
vere experienced by them ir many
years,

On September 22nd, when in latitude
34 degrecss south, 47 degreaes west, the
Simia encountered a very heavy gale
which lasted three days. ©On the 25th a
big sea broke over thae decl:, dirablivrg
five men. The Injured sailors were in
thelr bunks for mor2 than a week, On
October 2nd, in (atitule 45 degrees
aouth, longitude 525 degre#2s west a ge-
ries of violent gai2s were encountered,
Heavy seas breke
over the deck ¢ itinualiv washing away
the deck house and staving in the fore-
castle doors. The boats were also
washed off the forward skids. The
<hip labored heavily in seas that con-
stantly flooded her deck to the rail, some
of them constantly flooded her deck to
the rail, some of them passing clear over
her,

C——I;USOE‘S ISLAND.

tone the Way of Robinson and His Man
Friday.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24.—A few
weeks ago a vessel putting in at Lisbon,
after a trip around Cape Horn, reported
the destruction by volcanic action of
Juan Fernandez island, famous as the
fabled home of Robinson Crusoe. The
master claimed to have seen the catas-
trophe from the deck of his vessel. The
report was not given credence at the
time by scientific men, and many denlals
were printed in papers and magazines.
But Capt. Powles of the British ship
James Kerr, now in port, asserts that th«
story is generally believed by seafaring
men all over the world.

The sames Kerr has recently arrive:)
from Newcastle, New South Wales,
where she was laid up four months on
account of the coal mine strike. Capt.
Powles met a very large number of mas-
ter mariners there, and says that the
diestruction of the island was a matter of
common gossip among them. The cap-
tain himself has not passed within sight
of the island since September, 1889, when
he secured an excellent photograph of it
from the deck of his ship. He says that
some of the captains who arrived in
Newcastle while he was there verified
the report that the island was missing.

OWNERS GROW ANXIOUS

No Tidings From the Liner Scandinav-
ian, Long Overdue

BOSTON, Dec. 24.—There are no tid-
ings of the overdue Allan line steamer
Scandinavian, now eighteen days over-
due from Glasgow. The steamer Cas-
pian of the same line, which left Glas-
gow five days after the Scandinavian,
and traversed nearly the same course,
the latter should have taken, saw noth-
ing of her. Captain Pickering of the
Caspjan reports that he encountered
the usual winter weather in crossing the
Atlantic. The Caspian encountered a
northeasterly storm yesterday when the

| ship was within 72 miles of this port,

and for safety, she was put about and
headed off shore until the smow ceased.
The Scandinavian is a three-masted
iron steamer of 2000 tons burden, built
in Glasgow and carries a crew of 44
men, not including the cattlemen. She
is commanded by Captain Stewart,whose
home is in Scotland. The other officers
are: First officer, Allson; second offi-
cer, McCalan; chlef enginesr, Scott.

NEWS OF THE MORNING

By Telegraph:

Fair weather today.

Miss Frances Willard very {1l
p:\;:nden Easton talks on California pros-

CLs.

The proposed charter of Greater New
York.

Pedestrian Weston tackles a 24-hour walk
at sixty years of age; sporting notes.

The commercial agencies report holiday
ggﬂiness fair, but trade in staple lines very

Railroad men and the officials tell their
stories of the Blue Cut train robbery; big
booty secured and no clue left.

The queen of Spain will celebrate Christ-
mas by granting reforms in Cuba and Porto
Rico; progress of the rebellion.

A Boston strect men's strike settled in
twelve hours: Carncgie’'s employes rejoice
at the promise of continued good wages.

At the theaters—Page 4.
Christmas boxes—Page 4.
The Christlan festival at the churches—

age 4.

The work of the Associated Charities—
Page 3.

G. Melrose seriously injured in a runa-
way—Page 3.

Today's football match; Berkeley boys
arrive in fine fettle—Page 8.

J. E. Joplin, a young San Gabriel rancher
suicides by morphine—Page 8.

A terrible Christmas 'Eve tragedy: a
child’s life crushed out by a tra!n—Page 3.

A petty thief begins 160 days' sentence
today: the smooth young forger, Alford,
arraigned—Page 7.

Speculation on council organization; Sil-
ver for president: meeting of the finance
committee—~Page 5.

Fourth day of the harbor commission;
San Pedro's advocates present a strong

case; testimony and petitions from Ban
granolsco, San Diego and Pasadena—
age S

News of the Courts—Grand jury’s indict-
ment of a Fresno attorney who was also a
Cengreagational minister.., . McCarty, the
hank burglar, sentenced to ten years’ im-
prisonment....The Calabasas medico has
to pay $20....An i{nsurance company sued
....Court house improvemenis....The
‘‘Glendale terror” has food for reflection...
Young Newlyn acquitted of the charge of
embezzlement....New suits—Page 8.

Southern  California Spectals—Harbor
question considered at a mass meeting in
Paszadena: San Pedro strongly indorsed....
Christmas gnests at Coronado....Santa
Ana and Westminster notes....Los Alanm!i-
tos' beet seed warehouse ready for buginess
....Successful teachers at Santa Barbara

Happy Riversiders....Stranded explor-
ers at San Perdro Santa Monica electrie
road trustees’ meeting....John Patterson's
denth at San Diego....San Bernardino and
Redlands news—Page 7.

In her trip to this port she carried no
passengers, but had on board a miscel-
laneous eargo. She is owned by the Al-
lans of Glasgow.

ON THE TUREF.

Results of the Races Run on the Track
at Oakland.

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 24.—Weather
fine at Oakland; track fast.

fSix furlongs—Cadenza won, Isabells
.;91(‘6(':51(1, Henry Grattan third. Time,

Five and a half furlongs—Gold Bug
won, Irma second, O'Fleeta third. Time,
1:09.

One mile—Argentina won, Flashlight
sacond, Little Cripple third. Time, 1:41.

Seven and a half furlongs—Chartreuse
II, won, Lady Diamond second, Red
Glenn third. Time, 1:35.

Five and a half furlongs—Walter J,
won, Sport McAllister second, Sea Spray
third. Time, 1:0815.

OAKLAND RACES

The foliowing is the list of entries and
weights for the races at Oakland, which
are posted at the Los Angeles Turf Club,
212 South Spring strect. Commissons
received on these races, and full de-
scriptions of the events given. Races
begin at 2 p. m.; first quctations re-

Iirst race, tive-eights of a mile, purse—
T.omo 105, Sister Beatrice 106, Ezekiel 98,
Cheridan 95, Play Boy 105, Defender 95,
Lucky Tuck 108, Redfork 105, Valdos 95,
Widow Jones 105, Autocrat 105,

Second race, mile, selling, Pollock 98
Arnctte 98, Red Glen 107, Hermanita 107,
Woodchopper 97, Little Cripple 107, Strath-
meath 109.

Third race, the Palo Alto handicap, 8
yvear-olds, three-fourthe of a mile—Cande-
laria 114, Eswmca 100, Arrezzo 106, Horatio
165, Aquinas 115, Dunboy 116, Rey Del Tierra
105, Tempestuous 100.

I"ourth race . the Geo. Goulet Champagne
hangicap, thwe-fourths of a mile—Howard
S. 117, Rellicose 140, Potentate 120, Good
Times 103, Reddington 125, Zamloch 125,
Roadwarmer 110, Applause 125, Don Car-
rillo 1i8, Lueky Dog 130, Rey Del Tierra 108.

Fifth race, hurdle handicap, mile and a
half, 6 hurdles—Bedford 125, Tom Clark
127, Relampago 125, Hello 128, Brilliant 125,
Haymarket 140, Geo. Dickerson 125.

Sixth race, purse, 2-year-olds, flve-
eights of & mile—Bohemian Lass 103,
Scorcher 105, Don Clarencio 108, Celoso 108,
Torpedo 108, Siegfried 108, Rienzi 108, Siy
108,

JACKSON DAY.

Chicago Democrats Ask Cleveland to
Help Them Celebrate.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 24, —Comptroll-
er Eckels today led a d€legation of Chi-
cago Democrats to the White House,
having arranged in advance for their
reception by the president. Among
them were Adam 8. Goodrich, H. 8. Rob-
bins and R. C. Sullivan. Their object
was to invite the president to attend the
annual Jackson day dinner on January
3th at Chicago.

The delegation alse called on Secrs-
taries Carlisle, Francis and Morton and
extended to them an invitation to at-
tend the banquet. Secretary Carlisle,
however, was compelled to decline the
invitatton owing to a prior engagement,
while Secretaries Francis and Morton
could nét give definite answers. The
delegation will extend similar invita-
tions to the remaining members of the
cabinet and to anumber of senators and
representatives.

THE STAMBULOFF MURDER.

SOFIA, Dec. 24,—The evidence today
in the trial of persons accused of the
murder of ex-Premier Stambuloff, in-
dicated that Naum Tufeketchieff had
tried to Intimidate the magistrates.
Absgolute proof of the prisoner’s gullt
appears to be wanting.

A COLD CHRISTMAS.

NEW YORK, Dec, 24.—Today was the
coldest December 24th in the history of
the New York weather office. At 5 a.
m. the thermometer registered five de-
grees above zero.

SOUTH AMERICAN WHEAT.

BUENOS AYRES, Dec. 24.—The Ar-
gentine Times states that 700,600 tons of
wheat will be available for export from
Buenos Ayres and Santa Fe,

MINISTER REED ILL,

PARIS, Dec. 24.—General Meredith
Reed, formerly United States minister
to Greece, is seriously ill. He {s suf-
fering from bronchitis.

OLD-FASHIONED WEATHER.

KINGSTON, N. Y., Dec. 24.—The ther-
mometer was 16 degrees below zero here
at 8 oclock this morning &ud 20 {n the
Catakille.

{ captured on December 15 in a hospital

The Spanish Queen Wﬂ _
Grant Reforms '

CONRESHES A PRFDED R

Which Will Really Represent
Colonial Sentiment

NEW PLAN OF HOME RULE

Includes Fu!l Cabas Coutrol is Mskisg
Tarrif Laws &

Sigaing of Reform For Porto Rice Will Take.
Place Today s

His Reform in Letter and in Spirit, H
the Cuban Insurgents Insist Upom
Full and Complete
Independence.

A {ated Press Special Wire L
WASHINGTON, Deo. - 24.—Another
important step toward the plan of hom )
rule for Cuba has been taken by-the
Sparnish authorities. The former plan,
proposed, but not executed, some
months ago, provided for a Cuban con-
gress of thirty members, of whom the:
queen regent was to name fifteen ul
the peopie of Cuba were Lo elect fifteets
Tt is now proposed to do away with that
part providing for the naming of mem=
bers by the queen regent, so thatthe sme
tirne Cuban congress will be elected by
the Cuban people. This and the entire
control given to Cuba in making the
tarifi laws of the island will constitute
the essential features of thé new plan
of home rule. The giving the people the
clection of the congress is felt to carry
out in spirit as well as in letter the idea
of home rule. g 3
Thus far only the general nature of
the proposed changes have been made
known (o the officials at Washington,
and the plan of reforms has not been
received, nor is it likely to be completed.
until after the completion of the Porto
Rico reforms, which will be signed by
the queen regent tomorrow as @ suitable
Chrietmas act. Under the Spanish sys-
tem it wlil be necessary to submit the
foregoing changes to the Spanish
which is not now in session and not like-
ly to meet before February. - :
The Christmas day retorms for Porte
Rico are allied with those for Cuba,
being the second seation of the same
law. They give Porto Rico a congress,
the province of San Juan and Ponce
afternating every two years in choosing
members for a term ot four years. The
congress is given control of the whole
island. The home government will con=
tinue to be represented by a captain-
general, who will exercise supervisory
powers and be the loocal delegate to the
minister of coionies. The foregoing wae -
the plan appiroved by the cortes, but es
in the case of Cuba, it is believed the
plans will be enlarged so as to make
the congress wholly representative of
the people of the island. The definite
action of the queen in signing tha Porto
Rico reforms tomorrow is believed by
officials here to be the prelude to similar
action for Cuba. .
A REPORTER IN TROUBLE.
WASHINGTON, Dec. 24.—The state
department has been asked to take an
interest in the case of Enrique Delgado,
the Amenican reported to be captured
wivle lying wounded in the Cuban hos-
pital, and believed to ke in deanger of
summary execution. A representative
of the New York Mail and Exp:
waited upon Secretary Olney today
claimed tlie protection of our goverh-
ment for Delgado, whom he desoribed
as a correspondent for that newspaper,
and in no senge a combatant.
Telegrams have also been received by
the secretary from some of Delgado's
relatives in New York, notably W. B
Stolkes, begging him to rescue the man
¢rom the peril in which he stands. In-
structions have been cabled to Acting
Consul General Springer at Havana 10
make Inquiry immediately into the
facus.
The matter was laid before Secretary
Olney through the following dispatch,
signed by R. E. A. R. Dorr, publishes
of the New York Mail and Exprees:
“Harry Delgado, the correspendent of
the New York Mail and Express, who
reached Cuba early this month, was

camp of the insurgents ln Pinar del Rio
province. He is an American citizen,'
who has a passport. He was unarmad,
and not unitormed. He had a letter
stating his authority to act as corres=
pendent of the Mail and Ex and a
letter of introduction to Maceo and
letter of introduction to uSmbhﬁ
eral. He had tramped 200 miles o]
the coast to the place where he was
captured. He has been taken¢o Havana,
and unless already executed, is in Mere
castle. Make strong representatiens te
the state department this morning,
{ng them to cable to Havanw to
and expel from the isiand if they chooss,
or to at least delay execution until furs
ther inquiries are made.” :
DELGADO’S RECORD. ;
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 3¢.—The eor-
respondent of the Assooiated Press has
made special inquiry in official %
regarding the condition ef Hm ) 5
gado, correspondent of the Yo
Mail and Expregs, who was captured i
Pinar del Rio duning & raid on. the ime=.
surgent foroes. It is learned thet
Delgado was formerly a pureer
Ward line steamer, and accord
official information afterwand &
terer and still later accorded the !
major of artillery on Maceo’'s staff.
was recently captured in an insurg
prefecture by the Spanish feroes
Gen. Malquiso, in the province of
del Rio, with Americans and G
and was brought to Havana.
It was learned thet his wounds
being tenderiy cared for at the Bpanis
hospital of Santa: Ambrosia. . .
Mr. A. S. Dolz, the deputy
eral of the United t:gn.
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