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HOW THE MAINE WAS BLOWN UP
Karl Decker Believes He Has a Clew to the

Perpetrators of the Crime
? mmm

Said to Be the Work of Three Spanish Merchants?A Torpedo
Operated From the Santa Catalina Hospital

I* 4*\u25a0|i KEY WEST, Pla., Feb. 26.?(Special to The Herald.) I have today received private information
J« from Havana that the destruction of the Maine was the work ofthree Spanish merchants who have
;jL their stores on Mural la street, between Habana and Villegas streets. These men obtained a torpedo, or «S*
cj£> mine explosives, from one connected with the Legaspi, and gave it to one of the three conspirators,
tis who, with the others, was to receive $10,000, although only part of the money has been paid. JL

One of the men employed was a well-known diver of Begla, the best in the harbor, and the spot se- ..C
$lected to place the battery was over a bank called Bajo de Santa Catalina, close to the Maine. 3,

This information comes from a source that gives it great weight. I have every reason to believe CJ»
that this slight clue will lead to the detection of the perpretators of the Maine outrage. Strange as it C^Liji may seem, the information that the torpedo was operated from Santa Catalina wharf comes to me from tJ

ttwo sources, as well as the statement that the men engaged in the work were illypaid fortheir hideous JL
success. j*j

4, During the next few days Iwill devote myself to an investigation of this story, and hope to develop cjj*
,s)U facts that willconvict the infamous scoundrels who were responsible for wrecking the Maine. rvK,
3u Santa Catalina is a huge old hospital built out in the water from the Begla across the bay from Ha- M,
.-is vana. It has been abandoned for some time, and its deserted vast ness would afford all the opportunity

wanted by a set of skilled divers to operate from. Here the black-souled conspirators met night after tJLcjt» night, and planned the destruction of our battleship. TF
cjb They had but a short distance to go after leaving the wharf, and, as the air pump was worked in- (X>
a jj» side, out of sight, and the divers moved beneath the water, it was impossible for the watch on the ship JL

to observe the movements of those working to place the mine. Ifthe torpedo was the one secured from c^L
cjjjj, the Spanish ship Legaspi, it was probably an ordinary torpedo. Itmay have been one of the Busta- jL

mente torpedoes, rigged so as to work effectively. On the night of the explosion it was carried out by a ,£
\u25a0U diver and affixed to the ship.

tsi Slowly this cumbrous and uncanny creature moved through the murky, turbid water, assisted by two
rj{« equally unnatural specters, who grotesquely and without sound or warning of their presence ad- Jvanced upon the Maine like a pestilence. The torpedo was affixed to the side, and they withdrew to I

their headquarters In the old abandoned hospital of Santa Catalina. Here the electrical connections JL
were made, and tremblingly one of the miscreants touched the button that caused the lives of two \u25a0§\u25a0

tjL hundred and fiftymen tobe snuffed out. KABL DECKER jL

s£|

IT IS BETTER TO KNOW THAN TO THINK
?New York World.

INDEX
TO TELEGRAPHIC NEWS

A fire at Kalamazoo, Mich., brings
death to six men and injuryto many
more.

The war scare over troubles in West
Africa has disappeared, leaving not
even a shadow.

The French liner Champagne dis-
abled but safely anchored off the
Newfoundland banks.

Transmissourl roads serve notice of
a cut in passenger rates to meet Can-
adian Pacific competition.

Fitzsimmons expresses a willing-
ness to whale Kid McCoy if the Kid
will mate it a financial object; the
Kid's money ready.

Tourists to Alaska miss some of the
comforts of home; the steamer Ore-
gon aground and frightened passen-
gers become, mutinous.

The Cuban Autonomist party will-
ing to concede everything but the
shadow of Spanish sovereignty; the
insurgents Insist upon absolute free-
dom.

By Imperial decree, the Berlin tech-
nical high school is closed to foreign-
ers, and the German universities are
expected to be subjected to similar
orders.

Russell Sage thinks the time for ac-
tion has come, and is willingto buy
bonds to help the government along;
General Howard Is not eager to
fight, but will do so ifhp must.

King George of Greece and the
Princess Maria attacked by assassins
on the public highway; a horse and
a footman wounded, but king and
princess escape and the king adds to
his reputation for bravery.

The senate agrees to vote on the
Corbett case on Monday, and con-
sents to the collection of funds for
the erection of a statue to Lafayette
at Paris on July 4, 1900; the house
makes progress with the sundry civil
bill.

Official news from Havana con-
fined to one brief dispatch from Cap-
tain Sigsbee relative to shipment
home of bodies of dead sailors; pend-
ing the receipt of the report of the
court of inquiry war preparations are
being pushed.

Charge d'Affaires Dv Rose denies
the existence of submarine mines in
the Havana harbor, and his state-
ment Is supported by evidence of
divers; naval officers are inclined to
decline acceptance of the theory of
malicious destruction of the Maine.

American dispatches begin to con-
vince the Britishers that there may be
some truth in the assertion that the
Maine disaster was not caused by ac-
cident; the London county council
election promises a campaign almost
as lively as that which resulted in the
late Tammany victory.

HAVANA NEWS

Confined to One Dispatch
From Sigsbee

DEAD SAILORS' BODIES

ABE TO BE BROUGHT HOME FOB
BURIAL

REPORT OF COURT OF INQUIRY

Anxiously Awaited by Naval Official*.
Pending Its ArrivalPreparations

Tor War Are Pushed

Associated Press Special Wire
WASHINGTON, Feb. 26.?1n the absence

of news from Havana on any subject other
that the disposition of the dead bodies, the
official mind turned today to an analysis

of the Spanish statements, made with more
or less degree of official sanction, respect-
ing the total absence of submarine mines
irom Havana harbor, and it wa3 regarded
by the navy department as negativing the
mine theory of an external cause of the
explosion, just as recent letters put an end
to the exploding boiler theory as an Inter-
nal cause for the disaster.

Nothing was heard today from the court
of Inquiry, and the department is still ig-

norant of its plans. In fact, the only news
coming direct from Havana to the navy
department during the day was contained
in the following dispatch from Capt. Sigs-

bee:
"HAVANA,Feb. 26.?Have succeeded In

making arrangements by which bodies
may be sent to Key West in hermetically
sealed zinc cases. Refer to Forsythe for
burial in Key West. Probable that bodies
hereafter cannot be recognized. Probablo
that bodies will not remain Intact. Con-
dition of bodies require Immediate action.

"Jenkins and Merritt may be recognized
by uniforms. Cun secure health permit at
Key West to land the bodies there. Divers
cannot get down after bodies this morning.
Much debris. Will clear it away. Waln-
wrlght placed In charge of wrecking mat-
ter.

(Signed) "SIGSBEE."
The following reply was sent:
"WASHINGTON, Feb. 26.?T0 Sigsbee,

Havana: Referring to your telegram of
this date: Send bodies that may here-
after be recovered to Key West for burial.
Send by Bache.

(Signed) "LONG."
To Key West a dispatch was forwarded,

as follows:
"WASHINGTON, Feb. 26.-ffo Naval

Station, Key West: Sigsbee ordered to send
bodies that may hereafter be recovered to
Key West for temporary burial. Will ar-
rive in hermetically settled zinc cases.
Make necessary arrangements. Bodies will
arrive by Bache.

(Signed) "LONG."
It is believed at the department that

there are probably in the neighborhood of
llftybodies remaining to be discovered and
extricated from the wreck.

The double-turreted monitor Terror
started for New York this evening from
Hampton roads, under orders received to-
day. She will be a most powerful rein-
forcement to the defenses of the commer-
cial metropolis in case of need, and, sta-
tioned in the Narrows, it would be diffi-
cult for any hostile ship to pass her. With
the exception of the training ship Essex,
which arrived at Hampton roads today,
and the Brooklyn, which arrived at St.
Lucia, probably to coal, on her way to La
Guayra, distant 500 miles, this was the only
naval movement today.

There was a number of alarming stories
as to heavy shipments of ordnance from
the Washington navy yard to New York
for arming auxiliary steamers of the new
navy. It Is said at the department that
none of these guns has been shipped today,
but that a few for the Chicago, probably
fourteen 5-inch*rapid-fire guns, will be dis-
patched Monday or Tuesday. With these
guns in place, the Chicago would be pretty
well modernized in the matter of arma-
ment. She will still carry her four big B-
lnch guns in sponsons on the spar deck,
while on the gun deck these fourteen 5-lnch
rapid-ilre guns will replace eight 6-inch
guns of old pattern.

The Dolphin is to go Into commission at
New York on the 24th of March. Although
rated as the president's yacht, the vessel,
which has been thoroughly overhauled and
furnlshed*with new boilers and decks, car-
ries even now a sufficient battery to make
her, when speed is taken into account, a
very effective gunboat. Her personnel will
remain the same as before she went to the
yard for repairs last fall.

With the proceedings of the court of in?
quiry drawing to a close, attention is now
being directed to the form and nature of
this report. The court has the widest lati-
tude for inquiry, and yet certain general
features will have to be observed under
the naval regulations governing inquiries
of this character. As a general rule, a
court of inquiry submits not only the evi-
dence taken, but also gives conclusions
drawn from the evidence.

tinder rule 1726, when court are required
to find facts, there Is to be reported not
only a recital of evidence, but also the re-
sult and conclusoins of the court from
hearing the evidence.

In form, the report will be In two parts-
first, the findings of fact, and, second, the
opinion of the court.

The findings sum up each material ques-
tion of fact involved and give the conclu-
sion of the court upon it.

The officials of the war department have
completed all the preliminary arrange-
ments for the Immediate execution of the
bill, which is expected to become a law
within the next few days, providing for
two additional regiments of artillery.
There will be no difficultywhatever in se-
curing men, applications for enlistment
having been received far In excess of the
number required, viz., ItilOmen. Great care
will be taken In the recruiting, and only
the best men will be accepted. Under the
law. all the new men must be citizens of
the United States. It Is probable the ranks
will be recruited to a large extent from
men who have already served one or more
terms in the army. With the two new regi-
ments, there will be seven regiments ofar-
tillery, and the total strength of the army,
including the hospital corps, ordnance rmd
engineer battalions and the West Point
detachment, will bo Increased to nearly
27,000 men.

INVITEDTO LEAVE
NEW YORK, Feb. 26.?Father Weber,

whose recent declarations at Rondout,
that In case of war between the United
States and Spain. It would become the
duty of Roman Catholics to fight on the

AMUSEMENTS

i©» An&ele* Theater
TIIKKE NinHTS ONLY?Commencing Monday Evening, Feb '.'B, Wednesday Matinee,

THE KINGS OF MINSTRELSY,

Primrose and West's S&ta 9/finstrels
QKORiJK H. PKIMIIOSK. Amorlrn'n Greatest Minstrel; GEORGE WILSON, the Famous

Comedian; t. M. Mali,and 40 OTHERS. WaTcII Foil THt GRAND BTKKBI' PARADE,
beats Now on Kale. Prices?2">c, We, "uc, fI.OO. Jclephoue Main 7u.

?-? ?n.
iiKXTATTBACTION-TIIK UKAXON'S 80CIETT BUCORA",THREE NIGHTS-THURSDAY, FRIDAY and SATURDAI, March 4. 5, MATINEE ffATTJtt'Y,

Vf*. Jtda 7>9» Curriirprinmt, t^Affanet Waldorf
And the Xarbariat,
And Sheridan Knowlea' Oom-dy, s>-, ry > Mrs. Currier is the lartv who pre-
FRIDAY EVEN'U and BAT'Y .MA r., OAe Jfunc/lback sen tod Julia Marlowe to'the public.

.\u25a0\u25a0eals Now on sale Price?'.'.ln. "?V, 7-o. $1 00 Tel-phone Main "o

Los Angeles' Society Vaudeville Theater.

Weak Commencing Wfonday, J>eb. 28

/y mf
Last week of

J%( 11/llSOn The Great CUvette
GERMAN COMEDIAN AND YODLER Bros. DammI I

m /"» » ~ Fannie

uhe V/awns !
Last week '" i THE GREAT IRISH COMEDY DUO |

Filles' Dogs ! Oi
WUUamsana-Aa-aa,. diOSS JjTOS

GLADIATORIALGYMNASTS j

Wfatinee Voday Anyseat .?!f nIOc

PRICES NEVER CHANGING- Evening reserved seats, 25c and 50c; gallery, lOC. Regular
matinees Wednesday. Saturday and Sunday Telephone Main 1447

Srand benefit 77fatinee for jCa Siesta
lifednesday, ftfarc/i 2 Entire proceeds donated to the Fiesta Fund

Burbank Theater '

orM,
JOHN C. FISHER, Manager. Dress Circle. ,BSo and JSc

halconv 3.f>c and '2.ric
Beginning Monday. Feb. 28. Matinee Saturday. Gallery 15c
Filth Week ol the Popular ....

le^aassa'Wasa^assaasssaaaasaassasaaasassasaMa^^

[ Site ford Company |

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday Matinee?
McKec Rankin's Society Drama

Vho Runaway Wife iWpff4

'^Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday?The Bit; Realistic Production

Vhe J?/re tPatroi , ik,
TONIGHT?LAST PERFORMANCE OF |

M.itinek Prices?

9?ow 2/or/c *Day by 7)ay \
agricultural Park !U^MZ r̂

Sur.day, February 27
*??. ?? j Five-mile race between"torse vs. ii/neol Prince Hooker and the "Orient."

Admi?s!on 2". rents. Ladies free. Including prund stand
>m*ic by Hov**rttU Regiiaon. Bnnti. Take Main street ("trs,

Pavilion tomorrow night, stso sharp

'iLt&A£S3£ Snnrt/nr, Kvor K 'ven '" Southern CnllJornia under the manage-
AND BEST Oportiny (juonf rao.lt, LOS ANGELES ATHLETIC CiXB.
fiwn <f»//rint ~t 4na 9nM*.mJ Fifteen lIAN LONG vs. 808 JUNKS.jrtm jrer/nos vs. Jfoo crode/arcf Rounds Ten Rounds, bob tiiomrsonv«. Kl> TKISIBLK, Ten Rounds. Prices?TUO, $1.50, »-? 00. *3SO. Re;crved seats on -ale at

Atli'etic i nib Rooms, lit x ofllce orous 7 pin.

nianchard-Fltzgerald Hall momdav evening, fee. i8
P.'iS.V... . . Q»,tr?J~ 7f?/J fT*«??« Assisted by \V. H MEAD,Flute, and W E
HKCITAL COltruae Jtlt/a-Unomas >.troHRIDGE. Piano Tickets, 75cents.

MUSiC Hall Spring Street, First Door South of
m
, ~7* s. l.os Angeles Theater,

lue-day Allernooll, March 1 at J p 111. Third Popular Concert given by the Los Angeles
M mplimn- Or hestra; liar ey Hamilton, conductor, assisted hv Miss Hereford Joy contralto-M'-sKdna roy. vl"llnis'. Tickets, jficenta. On «alo at- m i-in «t w »«>1 »» t>M» dnV» 'Qallfornla Limited |"""? '? =*j

Via vanta Jioute \ e^ry
Leaves Los Angeles...B.oo a.m. Sunday, Tuesday and Friday $
Leaves Pasadena 8:25 a.m. Sunday, Tuesday and Friday 5 vrner ,
Arrive Kansas City 6:10 p.m. Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday | ' tn? u \Arrive St. Louis 7:00 a.m. Wednesday; Friday and Monday $ S
Arrive Chicago 9:43 a.m. Wednesday, Friday and Monday $ ;

This splendid train Isfor first class travel only,but there Is no extra charge beyond the regular
li<keiand sleeping-ear rute. Dining cars serve breakfast leaving Los Angeioi. Vestibulcd and?Jectile lighted. All the luxuries ofmodern travel.

Jfite-Shaped Urack..,
DONE IN A DAY
ON THE TUESDAY AND SATURDAY SPECIALS

Jn addition to the regular train rervico the Santa Fc runs on every Tuesday a special exprest
train, taking In Rcdlunds. Riverside and the beauties of Santa Ana Canyon. Leaves Los Angeles
?>t a. m; leaves Pasadera at 9:25 a. m. Returning arrives at Los Angeles at OrJS p.m., Pasadena»a« p. m., giving two hours stop at both Redlands and Riverside.

7iA» fit.r?..~i- f ON THIS TRAIN AFFORDS PLEA9ANT !fJ/IO Wose> vation Var OPPORTUNITY FOR SEEING THE SIGHTS

San 2)/eyo and Coronado SfteacA i
THE MOST BEAUTIFUL SPOT IN THE WORLD

fTSifill'"'is, carrying parlor ears, make the run In about four hours from Los Angeles,
I v \\P. \ e"day, Thursday and Snturdoy eights the Coronado Special will run. The ride isoelightlul,carrying yon for seventy miles along the Pacific Ocean beach.

Santa Fe Route Office, St., corner Second.

$anta Catalina- « 4 Island"
&A hours from Los Angeles, Cal NEW STEAMER UFALCON" now on. A WINTER REBORT !unoqualed n Amenea: Charming Climate j Wonderful Natural Attractions; Famous Fishing
IJ?ii^'.Id ,-tr"1 'ii'lSL'i "i? , GRi-.A!' MOUNTAIN STAGE ROAD Delightful Coast Ex-
SBJ3Kn!i . 'i"1 '0"1 "r ;Ht,

' revealing the wondcre Ol Hie 01 can's depths HOTEL METRO-S??i'?l? , »??i'i*.t SSS,??K*£f* d
« ,','<:"i"1 ,r 'P «?«!'? c*?>*e *?>* Sunday- <?«« southern Paelnc andTerminal Railway time tab.es. Full information and 11, nitrated pamphlets from

G. II Humphreys' Catalina Island CarrterJMg«iinßßr^
Ostrich Farm . . south Pasadena . .

? ~ . . tfKAiILA 101' GIGANTIC BIRDS OF ALL \GF.S
N B P W? have n°oT

in ??' flu'
s

'
B °V,»"?> a Pes for sale direct from the producer.f>. B. We lun no agency In Los Angeles, and havo jor sale the only aenulne California feath.era on the market. The most appropriate present to senil east

genuine ieam-

Wllshlre Park ®«Sobaii fay Sunday, J.-30 SiS5iS2F E: i


