
PLATFORM

The Herald believes that the city of
Zios Angeles should own and control a
complete system of waterworks.

The Herald believes that the city

should acquire such a system at the
earliest date possible and on the moat
advantageous terms possible, consistent
With contract obligations and fair deal-
ing.

The Herald believes that the con-
tract with the Los Angeles City Water
company should be enforced to the let-
ter, and that, at the conclusion of the
pending lease, the plant should betaken

over In acoordanoe with the provisions

?f that contraot.

A WICKED SUGGESTION

Popular disapproval of the course of
tho French courts and government In
the Dreyfus-Esterhazy trials and the
case of Zola is manifesting itself In a

peculiar way on the continent. Alloftho
actors in the drama beii.g Frenchmen
and no international question involved
any interference on the part of other
governments would of course be an im-
pertinence which the French would
promptly resent. Hence the protest of
the world must take a different form,

and it is proposed to rebuke France by

a general boycott of the exposition of
1900, which, up to this time, has given

promise of being the grandest ever con-

ceived.
Whatever warrant there may be for!

the universal feeling of regret for the
miscarriage of Justice so conspicuously

emphasized by the recent Incidents, the
suggestion of a resort to the boycott is
not worthy the cause or the people whose
consciences have revolted, nor is It con-

ceivable that it will favorably appeal to

the enlightened civilization of the age.

The naming of it is almost as revolting

as the practice which it is Intended to

rebuke.
Such a recognition of the legitimacy

of the boycott as a weapon would in

itself be deplorable, for it is not to be

supposed that its use would begin and

end with the Paris exposition. Once

arouse such a spirit of resentment amonj

the nations of the earth, and civilization
would be retarded beyond conception,

while the cause of humanity would

suffer immeasurably more than from the

unmerited punishment of a thousand

soldiers or llteratteurs like Dreyfus and

Zola.
The world might easily survive the

failure of the Paris exposition, but it
cannot, without impairing the structure
upon which justice itself is based, in-
dorse so wicked and destructive a doc-
trine.

The fact is undenied and undeniable
that tho outcome of the Zola trial is

a reproach to Republican government,

but, beyond the recording of a dignified

protest, the people of other countries
may not go with propriety. And it is
debatable whether Europe may consist-
ently go so far, until it has character-
ized in fitting terms the grosser and
more brutal abuse of power long exer-
cised by Spain over its subjects in the
Antilles.

IF WAR COMES

In view of the hostile attitude of the
people of the United Stato3 toward
Spain, an attitude that has nowhere
been concealed, and with which the
baiting executive branch of the govern-
ment has at last been forced to align
Itself, the governing power of that coun-
try could not do less than it has done
by way of preparation for offensive, as
well as defensive, operations. Its r-

BOUroes having been severely taxed by

the prolongation of the revolutions In
Cuba and the Philippine Islands, its in-
sular revenues seriously curtailed and
its credit at home and abroad greatly
Impaired, it is In no condition to engage
in a war with the United States, and Its
participation in such a conflict would
be little less than an act of desperation.
It would have little to gain, eve n by a
successful issue, and would hazard
everything upon the outcome, At war
already with its principal colonial pos-
sessions and deprived of the assistance
which they might otherwise render, the
burden of new responsibUitii s would fall
exclusively upon the people of the penin-
sula, already overburdened with war
taxes, and so generally impoverished

that bread riots in the interior are of
almost dally occurrence.

The rebellion of the southern states of
our union, as well as the revolt of the
Cuban patriots, illustrates how a people
may prolong a war in the absence of
resources and in the face of almost in-
surmountable obstacles. We have no
doubt that the Spaniards would rally to
a man In defense of country and flag
in case of a foreign invasion, and yield
only to overwhelming odds and after
years of stubborn contest. But a war

with the United States, in the very

«Y*ture of things, could not be of that
character. Spain must needs meet us.
tf at all, on the water, and that
she does not feel entirely confi-
dent of her naval strength, supe-

rior as it is supposed to be over our
own, Is evidenced by the energy dis-
played In efforts to reinforce It by Im-

mediate purchases of vessels being con-
structed for other nations. Spain ap-

pears to be supplied with means for this
purpose Just now; but her government
doubtless realizes how difficult it would
be to borrow the enormous sums that
would be required to carry on a war

with the United States, even though the
people were disposed to vote the credit.

And here is introduced an important

element?the dependence to be placed
upon the loyalty of the Spanish people
to a ministry which, at best, represents

but a minority, and the attitude which
the Carllsts would assume in the event

of a war with the United States. That
Is ever an uncertain quantity In con-
sidering what Spain will do, and in the
crisis approaching it promises to as-
sume paramount proportions.

A calm, dispassionate, analytical view
of the situation, as presented today, will
be calculated to remove any lingering

doubt in the mind of the average Amer-
ican citizen as to the ability of the
United States to cope successfully

with Spain on land or sea, for,

while our present equipment Is but
slightly Inferior, it is character-
ized by the possession of those fac-
tors so essential to the ultimate suc-
cess of a great struggle, and in which
Spain Is so deficient ?a people united,

loyal, determined; ample financial re-
sources; credit unlimited; resources ex-
haustlees, and a cause which the civil-
ized world will be forced to recognize
as Just in the sight of heaven.

In a word:
Spain is not prepared for war, and

does not seek it.
The United States wants peace, and

is prepared to fight for it.

ON EARTH AGAIN

The world forgets so easily and so soon.
It is but a few years since every news-
paper in the land was printing the re-

markable tales told by Joel Mulhatton,

a Kentucky commercial traveler, with a

slight penchant for exaggeration. Then

the romancer's health failed him, and he
dropped out of sight. Since that time

few have known, and nobody has in-
quired, what has become of him.

It has remained for the Phoenix Satur-
day Evening Press to recall the once re-

nowned Joel from obscurity. It seems

that he has been livingquietly In Phoe-
iix for four or five years, recuperating.

Now his health is almost restored, and
lie pines for the busy world again.

In a few days Mr. Mulhatton will send
for his own special train to go to New-
York. He will then depart for Hawaii
and London, and in 1900 will attend to

the interests of Arizona?in a strictly

truthful manner, ofcourse?at the Paris

fair.

Mr. Mulhatton has eight farms in
Montana that net him $65,000 a year. He
owns the famous Cleopatra mine in Ari-
zona, which has a 100-foot tunnel, in
which the ore is gem silver and gold,

sparkling like diamonds.
It will be observed that Mr. Mulhat-

ton's tongue and Imagination have not
lost their former cunning. It is sus-

pected that he is going to New York to
become chief war correspondent of the
New York Journal.

CUTS BOTH WAYS

The Lelpsic (Germany) Tageblatt of
February 9th has an article describing

tho rapid growth of the beet sugar in-
dustry in the United States and the

probable effect upon the industry in
Germany. It says:

America imports yearly 2,000,000 tons
of sugar, valued at 40,000,000 marks
(J'J5,200,000) from foreign countries,
especially from Germany, and has for
years been considering ways and means
to supply this demand with home-
grown sugar. Such a result cannot
be-reached in a day, but the secre-
tary of agriculture has for years aided
and encouraged beet cultivation by all
possible means. At present they are
stimulated and encouraged In such ef-
forts, which have so serious a mean-
ing for us, by the foolish action of
the German agricultural bund, which
has inspired the unheard-of measures
against the importation to this coun-
try of American agricultural products,

and has had the audacity to condemn

American meats as unwholesome,
thereby greatly embittering the feel-
ings of American farmers against

Germany. The latter now rush with

redoubled fervor Into sugar beet cul-
tivation in order to supplant entirely

the use of German sugar.

Germany is a tariff for protection
country . What the Tageblatt says of the
situation in Germany caused by retali-
atory tactics also fits the case exactly

in this country and illustrates the ab-
surdity of a protective tariff system in
countries that are seeking to extend
their foreign trade.

PROFITABLE PATRIOTISM

There are several million men in the
United States?not jingoes?who think
this country should intervene in behalf
of Cuba and who are willing to risk a

war for humanity's sake. There Is an-
other class of patriots?moneyed men?

who are not slow to say they will cheer-

fully come to the assistance ofthe gov-

< rnment by providing the vast sums,

necessary to carry on even the briefest
conflict with another country. Itussell
Sage is one of these men.

Whose is the greater risk? Who will
pay the national debt? Whose blood
will be shed? The man who is willing

to risk even his life to preserve the honor
and integrity of the government, or in
tbe name of humanity, makes a greater

sacrifice than he who buys government

bonds.
Thinking men are pondering these

things. The independent press is weigh-
ing the two sides in the balance. The
camp followers profit more by war than
the lighting men. The dishonest con-
tractor, the man who stays at home
and buys guaranteed bonds, the man
who sells the government supplies at
an enormous profit, will welcome the
war for the sake of what it will profit

him. It Is most exasperating to know_ y *

that this is so. After a war the cost
must be reckoned and the price paid.

The burden does not cease with the
declaration of peace.

The masses of the people have to pay

the national debt. No patriotic citizen
begrudges his share of the burden when
It Is Incurred In a righteous cause. But
it Is most exasperating?it grinds the
soul?to think that the Russell Sages

of the country would alone profit by

a war. We heard a great deal thirty-five
years ago about the patriotism and faith
of the men who bought government
bonds, and The Herald would not de-
tract one iota from the credit that is
due them; but time has weighed their
risk and sacrifice, and It is not strange

that they are now ready with their prof-
fers of financial assistance. If there
should be a war It would not be neces-
sary to get up a conspiracy to force
bond issues, as it Is In times of peace.

Thus the real patriots dread war be-
cause of the advantage and comfort it

would give to the false patriots, who
risk little and gain much.

It is hoped the western states will In

time discover the fallacy of frequent
changes in their congressional repre-
sentation. It requires years of service
to fit any man for effective work in

either house; promotion to the more im-
portant committees being based upon

service rather than mental equipment,

and Influence with members, so essential
to success in securing support for meas-
ures, coming only with long association
and the power to reciprocate In kind.
The people of the east, with larger and
more numerous interests to protect and
promote, long ago realized the import-

ance of giving statesmanship fulloppor-

tunities to mature In harness. Shall we
continue to scorn the lesson It teaches?

The wheelmen arrested for violating
the sidewalk ordinance have cheerfully

paid their fines, like the law-abiding

people they want to be, and here the in-
cident should properly close. But we
cannot keep back a smile at their plea
In mitigation: that to make a short-cut
across a square of ground It was neces-
sary to ride on the sidewalks! The dis-
tance saved could be covered by the av-
erage wheelman in fifteen seconds, and
by the scorcher in the passage of a
thought. But time Is money in these
prosperous times.

It is announced that the government

is "getting tired of theories." Why on
earth doesn't it do something then?
Whatever may be the result of the Maine
inquiry, the status of the Cuban revolu-
tion has not been changed. Autonomy is
an admitted failure. The people ofCuba
are starving by thousands. In the lan-
guage of another who is possessed ofa
stiffer backbone than his successor, "it
is a condition, not a theory, that con-
fronts us."

The drift of sentiment abroad is tend-
ing toward the contention of the people,

if not the government, of the country,

that intereference in the Interest of hu-
manity is a duty that may not longer be
postponed without imperiling the na-
tional honor. If there ever has been a
time when Spain could look for aid,

either moral or material, from the great
powers of the continent, it has long since
passed. It Is hoped the president will
not much longer refuse to recognize a
fact so obvious.

The events of the past two weeks have
not changed, but rather accentuated, the
reasons then advanced by this journal
why the United States should at once
intervene in Cuban affairs, in the inter-
est of humanity, without any reference
whatever to the Maine disaster. If the
inevitable can be thus delayed by one
pretext or another, "national honor,"

professedly so sacred to the adminis-
tration, will experience a severe wrench.

The attitude of the silver forces, more
than the war-whoops of the Spaniards,
seems to disturb the serenity of Grover
Cleveland, and he has been constrained
to break his long silence with another
appeal to sound money men to get to-
gether, "upon any plan," the inference
being that in the desperation of the sit-
uation coalition with the Republicans is
decidedly the least of two evils.

There is nothing more potent than a
war scare to dissipate party and sec-
tional lines in this land of the free and
home of the brave. There may be a
little scrap between federals and con-
federates, in the event hostilities break
out, but it willonly be over the question

as to which shall have right of the line
in the formation.

The state board of horticulture an-
i.ounces a state convention of fruit-
growers and others interested in fruit
culture in California, to be held in two
sections?at Los Angeles April 11-12, and
at Riverside April 14-15. A special rate-

is offered, and there should be a large
attendance at both meetings. Details of
the preliminary arrangements are
printed in the local columns of The
Herald this morning.

The "business interest" in France is
more or less involved in the affairs of
Spain; but that the Dons will be able
to command the sympathy ofthe French
people, or the assistance of the French
government, in the event of a war with
the United States need create no ap-
prehension.

J. Pierpont Morgan is making progress

in his ambition to add the rest of the
United States to his personal belongings.
His connection with the wire trust, the
organization of which has just been com-
pleted, will facilitate his ultimate pur-
pose of fenting'it in.

The sentimental idea of building a
monster battleship around the name of
George Washington has been aban-
doned by the navy department. Patri-
otic impulses of this nature scarcely ever
survive St. Patrick's day.

The coast defense monitor has a double
advantage, In that it can either fight or
tun away. Rear AdmiralJouett believes
New York would be secure with two of
them stationed at Sandy Hook.

The United States consul at Vancou-
ver has got himself much disliked by

American railway managers by extoll-
ing the superior advantages of thai
Canadian routes Into the Klondike. J

The truth may bo serviceable to a great
many contemplating the journey; but
our consul should have considered the
Impropriety of lending his official title
to the furtherance of railway advertis-
ing schemes. Diplomats are expected to
He, consuls to keep still and saw wood.

All elements of the silver supporters In
Idaho have determined, upon fusion In
the next campaign. Thus allied, the op-
position will cut but a sorry figure.

San Diego is having some big guns
placed In position, but there Is no im-
mediate occasion for alarm. They are
trained on Hawaii.

The custom of ante-mortem bequests

to municipalities should be encouraged.
They confer benefits alike upon donor
and beneficiary.

PEDIGREE OF THE DOLLARS

I.
Ten good one-dollar bills one day
Within a good man's wallet lay.

And he resolved (so good was he)
To trace each dollar's pedigree;

And not to spend a single bill
That bore a stain of wrong or ill.

So like a sleuth he followed back
Each dollar bill upon Its track.

11.
Bill Number One he found was made
In a dishonest Jockey trade;

And Two a grocer made of late
By overcharge and underweight;

And Three was made through watered milk,
And Four by selling damaged silk;

And Number" Five a sweater made
Through starving women underpaid;

And Six was made in dens of shame,
And Seven in a gambling game;

And Number Eight he found to be
The price of wretched perjury;

And Nine was from a robber's clan,
Ten stolen from a murdered man.

IIL
Our good man would not spend again
This money dark with many a stain.

And so he yielded up his breath
And with his money starved to death.
Ten good one-dollar bills that day
Within that dead man's wallet lay.

They'd never found a man, ah me!
Who'd used them half as 111 as he.

?Sam Walter Foss in New York Sun.

What Causes Steam?
A newsboy at one of our railway stations

was very much puzzled as to what made
the steam which Issued from the railway
engines.

Seeing a learned looking old gentleman
pacing up and down the platform, he ac-
costed him thus;

"I say, mister, will you tell me what
steam Is?"

"Steam, my boy?steam, did you say?
Oh?er, steam is steam, of course."

The lad felt as wise as ever after receiv-ing this reply, and, seeing a mate of hiscoming toward him. he addressed himwith:
"Bill, do you know what steam Is?""Why, of course I do, Jack. It's a

bucket of water all of a sweat " he re-plied with a knowing alr.-Spare Moments.

On the Road to Millions
There is a boy livingin Sheboygan. Wis

who will be a Napoleon of finance If he
keeps on as he has begun. He took a con-
tract early In the fall to keep the sidewalksin front of three pieces of property free
from snow during the winter at 50 cents a
month for each, beginning with November
L On the Ist of January he summed up
the situation, found himself $3 ahead with-
out having done any work, and face to face
with the possibilities of a hard winter. Hestraightway sold his contract to anotherboy for ft, and during the recent blizzard
hired out to the purchaser of the contract
to help shovel the snow off the walks forhalf the monthly contract price.

Absorbed Nothing
At a gathering of Cambridge undergrad-

uates the head of one of the colleges
was the subject of a number of flippant
criticisms. A fellow of the college heard
the talk and proceeded to administer a
rebuke. "You are probably Ignorant,
young gentlemen," he said, "that the ven-
erable person of whom you have been
speaking with such levity is one of theprofoundest scholars of our age. Indeed
it may be doubted whether any man of out-
age has bathed more deeply in the sacred
fountains of antiquity." "Orcome up drier,
sir," was the reply of the undergraduates.
?Ex.

How to Wash Chamois Leather
Make a weak solution of soda and warm

water. Rub plenty of soft soap Into the
leather, put into the soda and water and
let it soak for two hours, then rub well un-
til quite clean. Rinse thoroughly in a
weak solution of soda and yellow soap in
warm water, but not in water alone, or
else it will dry hard. After rinsing wring
the leather in a rough towel and dry quick-
ly; then pull It about and rub well until
soft.

Birth Custom in Japan
At the birth of a Japanese baby a tree

is planted, which must remain untouched
till the marriage of the child. When that
hour arrives the tree is cut down, and a
skilled cabinet-maker transforms the wood
into furniture, which is always cherishedby the young couple as the most beautiful
of the ornaments in the house.

Cork Legs Not of Cork
The peculiarity of a cork leg is that,

apart from the name, there isn't a vestige
of cork about it. The origin of the termcomes, it is said, from the fact that nearly
all the great manufacturers of such arti-
cles live on Cork street, Piccadilly, In Lon-
don.

What's Avoided
Gentleman?Madame, at the price you

charge for tioard I could rent a fine house
and hire half a dozen servants.

Mrs. Hlghprice?True, but you'd have to
do the fighting with the servants yourself.
I save you that trouble, and it's worth themoney.?New York Weekly.

Close Application
Smith?Every time I call I find you with

a pen in your hand. You must be very
fond of writing.

Brown?Oh, yes?regular penholder, as it
were.

Smith?lsn't it wonderful how many
sticks are converted Into penholders??
Chicago News.

Ant Nests Made ofLeaves
The green ants of Australia make nests

by bending leaves together and uniting
them with a kind of natural glue. Hun-
dreds have been seen on one leaf drawing
It to the ground, while an equal number
waited to receive, hold and fasten it.

ItIs
Charles A. Townc is preaching the doc-

trine of free silver In California, and, judg-
ing from the newspaper accounts, the
cause in the Golden state Is growing to
magnificent proportions.?Denver Post.

Palliation
In time, every woman, though she may

have been forty when she ma -rled, refers
to her marriage as a "childish' mistake.?
Atchison (Kan.) Globe.

Cold Climate, Big Brain
The colder the climate the g eater the

size of the human brain.

"Things Are Not
What They Seem"

?Long (cllo Wo

How seldom, friend, a good man inherits
Honor and wealth, with all his worth

and pains!
Itseems a story from the world of spirits
When any man obtains that which he

merits,
Or any merits that which he obtains.

I entered the Bank of England with feel-
ings akin to awe, beating a letter of Intro-
duction from an American capitalist to the
president, William Lldderdale. He had
just achieved the greatest financial suc-
cess of modern times, tiding over the Bar-
ing Bros.' failure without a world-wide
crash. If I mistook the beadle of the
bank, gorgeously appareled as he was, and
dignlnedly posing Just within the tnclosure,
for the executive head of the greatest fis-
cal concern in the universe, I may plead,
in extenuation, that Iwas fresh from "the
States." where militia lieutenants dress
like nabobs and brevet colonels break into
the senate. The beadle gets twenty pounds
a month. President Lldderdale was found
In his private office, a few paces further
away, attired in a suit of clothes that
cost not to exceed five pounds. He wasn't
nearly so big a man as the beadle!

Driving down the windingwhite roadway
leading from Argues le Battallle to Dieppe,
a week later, I was somewhat annoyed by

the presence In front of a seedy looking
old granger, driving to town In a dilapi-
dated cart drawn by an animal that would
scarcely command a six-pound note at Tat-
tersall's. The roadway was narrow, and
there were few turnouts. I had nothing
to do, but was In a great hurry?chiefly be-
cause I was an American. Hayseed had
a good deal on his mind, but was In no
haste, principally because he was an Eng-
lishman. Had I succeeded in driving by

and throwing dust Inhis eyes, Iwould have
been the first man who ever did it. It was
Lord Salisbury, Britain's prime minister.

About thirty years ago, as I walked
along the streets of Covington, Ky., on my
way to work In the big city at the other
end of the suspension bridge, dinner pail
in hand, Istepped up to a stranger leaning
upon a gate, In obvious enjoyment of his
cigar, and asked for a light for my own.
He inquired about my occupation and
about labor conditions generally In Cin-
cinnati, and although ho was an entire
stranger to me, I rather enjoyed the im-
promptu chat, for he seemed to take a
peculiar and quite unaccountable interest
in me. This was explained later by the
development of the fact that he felt grate-
ful to me for having cast my first vote for
him i'Or president of the United State*! It
was Ulysses S. Grant, whose arrival in the
town, upon a quiet visit to his aged par-
ents, was heralded in the morning papers
that I had not seen! Years afterward I
met the same quiet, unassuming, unosten-
tatious, unassertive man, on his return
from a trip around the world, and reminded
him of the Incident, which he well remem-
bered. I had a copy ofmy paper of the cur-
rent Issue printed on white satin, and pre-
sented it to him that day. It is preserved
among the other souvenirs of his Journey
in a showcase of the Smithsonian Institute
at Washington.

o o ©
Invited, ten years ago, to step Into the

private car of Jay Gould, to meet the
wizard of the financial world, and his fam-
ily, I accepted with some reluctance, since
Ihad no opportunity to arrange a toilet be-
fitting such occasion. Anna and Helen
were very agreeable In their common-
sense print dresses, costing scarcely so
much as live cents a yard, and without a
single Jeweled ornament!

o o o
The appearance on Spring street today

of J. Waldere Kirk, King ofDudes, would
doubtless create a greater sensation than
did President Dole of Hawaii, or General
Booth of the Salvation Army, upon the oc-
casion of their recent visit.

o © o
A quiet little man will step from a Santa

Fe train today, and move quite unobserved
among the throngs crowding our thorough-
fares, easily passing for a bookkeeper In
a hardware store or clerk in a cloak house.
When he shall have finished the business
that brings him here he will depart as un-
ceremoniously as he entered, and the city
will scarcely realize that it has been enter-
taining unawares one of the greatest ex-
ecutive' factors this country has ever pro-
duced?a man who disbursed seventeen
million dollars in railway construction in
Old Mexico; the builder of the Mexican
Central and the Sonora railways; one of
the chief spirits in the construction of the
Atlantic and Pacific, and of the Colorado
Midland railways, both of which he for a
long time managed; the man who. as first
vice-president, in charge of operation, built
up the traffic of the Santa Fe system so
enormously as to render reorganization
possible; president of the San Antonio and
Aransas Pass railway system in Texas, and
now president of the St. Louis and San
Francisco railway. Although his road does
not reach Kansas City, he recently sent
his private check for five thousand dollars
In aid of the building of an auditorium in
that city, a single stray incident illustrat-
ing his generosity and public spirit, and
affording a hint of what Fiesta might ex-
pect of the Santa Fe, were he still its ex-
ecutive head. Modest man that he is, D.
B. Robinson will scarcely thank me for
thus dragging him into the unwelcome
glare of publicity. MADURO.

IN THE PUBLIC EYE

Senator George Turner of Washingtof
began his political career twenty years ago
in Alabama, and at that time General
Walker, who was the first secretary ofwar
to the confederate states, said that Turner
was the most brilliant young lawyer in the
state.

Lionel Phillips, the South African spec-
ulator, who was one of Dr. Jameson's ac-
complices, has been banished for lifefrom
the Transvaal republic. He was set free,
with other conspirators, promising never
to interfere, directly or indirectly, in
Transvaal politics. He broke his promise
by writingan article condemning the gov-
ernment.

Captain Dreyfus' wifecomplains that she
receives only copies of the'letters written
to her by her husband, the French author,
ities retaining the original. This is Jus-
tified by those in charge on the ground that
the letters, while Innocent enough, seem-
ingly,contain a cipher that Is perfectly un-
derstood by Mrs. Dreyfus.

In a recent speech in tho South Carolina
senate Senator Aldrich remarked: "Ionce
saw a man ilrst at a prayer meeting, acci-
dentally." "Was my friend at a prayer
meeting by accident," inquired Senator
Henderson. "The next time I saw tho man
he was playing poker," continued Senator
Aldrich. not noticing the interruption.
"Was my friend accidentally at the poker
game?" put in a third senator. "Yes, ac-
cidentally," replied Senator Aldrich, "as
I didn't know how to play, and second I
was broke."

Sandy Had His Doubts
A young gentleman with a Jewish name

and a rather Hebraic cast of countenance
obtained a commission as subaltern In a
certain highland regiment. The appoint-
ment did not seem to meet the appioval of
the sergeant major, a thorough Scot, whowas heard to express himself In the follow-
ing terms: "Ah, weel! We've haed hlelan-
men frae Cork an' we've haed hlelanmen
frae Whitechapel, but we've never haed a
hlelanman frae Jerusalem. I salr doot if
he'll ever be muckle o' a sodjer."

Prisoners Refuse to Leave
Abyssinia Is likely to be conquered peace-

fully by Italy, as over 4000 soldiers taken
prisoners by Menelek are said to have set-
tled In the country, refusing- to go home.
Meanwhile their families are petitioning
the government either to get back the men
who disappeared after Adaua or to declare
them dein officially, so that their affairs
in Iti/may be settled.

THE PUBLIC PULSE
(The Herald under this heading orints

communications, but does not assume re-
sponsibility for ths sentiments expressed.
Correspondents are requested to cultivate
brevity as far as Is consistent with the
proper expression of their views.)

Object to tho New Line
To the Editor of the Los Angeles Herald:

Wednesday's paper announces that the
Traction company is about ready to begin

construction work on a road to San Pedro,
and that Carl Rosecrans has secured the
right of way with the exception of a few
small pieces. When Mr. Rosecrans visits
the owners of "the few small pieces" he
will find that they already consider their
property small enough and that they will
raise serious objections to the new road.
They, like characters we have heard of,
are sufficiently nattered and compensated
with the knowledge that the company
would put on such "comfortable" and "lux-
urious" accommodations without their
going to the trouble ofdoing so. There are
very few of these old residents who do not
find the road they already have good
enough for them, and It will be hard to
make them see the necessity of paralleling
this road to Redondo. In the first place,
they do not want to give sixty feet of
their land, which, In some cases, takes
trees and valuable improvements; second-
ly, they live outside the bustle of the city
where they can enjoy quiet and seclusion,
and consider freight trains a public nui-
sance. TAXPAYER.

CALIFORNIA OPINION

Rents Going Down
In Its Investor column The Herald states

that the supply of houses for rent In Los
Angeles is greatly lh excess of the demand:
that there are now. when the city is full of
visitors, two thousand houses empty.
Pasadena likewise has never seen a time
when in the height of the tourist season
there were so many houses for rent. This
Is not because there are fewer people here
than usual, for such Is not the case; but
the enormous number of dwellings re-
cently erected Is having the usual effect.
Rents are going down.?Pasadena Star.

Less Than One Per Cent
Mr. Welnrtock, the Sacramento mer-

chant, sued the Bee for $50,000 damages
for libel, and a juryhas Just given him $400.
This Is less than 1 per cent, and can't be
considered a very good collection, but It Is
more than most persons get who sue for
libel.?Sacramento Bee.

Discussing' Oakland Burglars
The burglars In Oakland nowadays are

making a specialty of raiding saloons. It's
only cash they want, and they know It is
a sure thling that if there Is any in town
they will find some of it in the gin shops.?
Oakland Tribune.

The Condition ofWar
A war with Spain is possible, but when

the United Statesof America goes to war
with Spain, it will be in defense of na-
tional honor and eternal justice. It will
not be In obedience to the demands of yel-
low Journalism.?San Francisco Post.

How It Happens
The ambitious politicians have begun to

circulate among the voters. The politician
hustles while the honest voter sleeps.
That's why honesty is so often defeated.?
Fresno Expositor.

On April Fool's Day
It now appears that everybody knew

February would be a dry month, but
March is scheduled for a downpour of four
inches. April first we will think about
It.?Antelope Valley Gazette.

Prom the Wharf City
J. J. Carrlllo Is willingto wager dollars

to cents that our pleasure wharf will be-
gin to take shape Inside of thirty days.

ODD ITEMS FROM EVERYWHERE

Sixty languages are spoken In the empire
governed by the czar of Russia.

New Jersey was the first state permitting
the right of suffrage to women; this was
done nearly 100 years ago.

The extraordinary precocity of the chil-
dren of India has called forth the aston-
ishment of a recent traveler, who says that
many of them are skilled workmen at an
age when children arc usually learning
the alphabet.

Eustls holds out a novel Inducement to
summer visitors?a merry-go-round which,
In place of the usual wooden horses, has
stuffed deer, moose and bear for the young-
sters to ride on.

At a meeting of the Torrey Botanical
club recently the president described some
remarkably small pine trees which he had
found growing on the top of a precipice in
the Shawangunk mountains, at an altitude
of 2200 feet. These trees, although they
had perfectly developed cones, were only
six Inches In height.

The White House Is an exact copy of the
Duke of Leinster's palace, Dublin, Ireland.
In March. 1792, the commissioners on
buUdmg advertised for "a plan for a
president's house to be erected In the city
of Washington." The prize offered was
$500, and that of James Hoban, a young
Irish mechanic, was accepted. The de-
sign was supposed to be original, but when
the house was completed it was learned
that Hoban had copied It from the duke's
palace.

The oldest banknote probably In existence
is preserved In the Asiatic museum, St.
Petersburg. It dates from the year 1899
B. C, and bears the name of the Imperial
bank, date and number of issue, signature
of a mandarin, and contains a list of the
punishments inflicted for forgery of notes.
This relic Is probably written, for printing
from wooden tablets Is said to have been
introduced In China In the year 160 A. D.

Opened a Cotton MillWithPrayer
It Is rather an unusual thing for a cotton

mill enterprise to start offwith religious

services. In fact, no one knew of an In-
stance of the kind until recently. And
Columbia broke the record. The negroes

Interested »h the Blmwood cotton mill en-
terprise, having purchased the old Con-
garee mill building, assembled there, and
appropriate services were held. There was
a good attendance,' despite the coldness of
the weather, and the worshipers were fer-
vent In then* exhortations.?Columbia
State.

The Widows
"Bevare of vldders, Bamlvel,"

Old Weller used to say;

But then, perhaps, he didn't know how
The widow game to play,

For, sure, that Alabama man
Found naught with widows wrong.

Who drew some forty-four pensions as
A widow right along.

?St. Louis Exchange.

Oak Tree 1900 Years Old
The tree Called William the Conquercr's!

oak In Windsor park, London, is supposed I
to be Utt roars old, \

POLITICAL NOTES

The primary law has one plain provision,
though the law as a whole Is condemned
as unintelligible. Section 12 provides that
no person shall be allowed to hold more
than one proxy at any convention author-
ized by law to certify nominations for of-
fice on an official ballot for election la this
state. This settles a very troublesome
question and will prevent a very pernicious
practice.

Next to the Cuban question comes the
Pasadena political situation. " It would
seem that the citizens of the Crown of the
Valley would become disgusted with Re-
publican management of their municipal

affairs and not only have condemned tho
machine but have gone on the warpath for
various scalps. This may be strange read-
ing to some people who know of Pasadena
only because of Its reputation for soda wa-
ter, flower shows, noted men and retired
politicians, but It Is a fact. This rival of
Los Angeles has actually revolted against
bad politics. The News man has become
silent. The people are waiting for that si-
lence to break. In the meantime let It be
hoped that the citizens' movement will
break the Republican machine.

It Is hinted that McLachlan Is a candi-
date for the Sixth congressional nomina-
tion. This district Includes the following
counties: Los Angeles, Monterey, San Luis
Obispo, Santa Barbara, Santa Cruz and
Ventura.

In 18!>2 Cannon, the union nominee of the
Democrats and Populists, defeated Llnd-
ley. the Republican nominee, by the fol-
lowing vote:
Cannon 20,778
Lindley 14.271

Cannon's majority 6,505
In 1894 McLachlan carried every one of

theso counties, defeating Patton, tho
Democratic nominee, and Bowman, the
Populist nominee, by the following vote:
McLachlan 18,718
Patton 11,693
Bowman 9,769

McLachlan's plurality 7,')53
In 1596 McLachlan was again nominated

by the Republicans. Barlow, the Incum-
bent, was nominated by both the Demo-
crats and Populists. McLachlan carried
four of the six counties of this district, but
was defeated by Barlow by the following
vote:
Barlow 24,129
McLachlan 23,572

Barlow's majority 557
The lesson to be gathered from this po-

litical history should be well studied by
the silver forces. The Republican nominee
cannot hope even for election as against a
union silver nominee. The only hope of
McLachlan for election would be that the
silver forces would be so foolish as not to
agree upon a union candidate. Ifhe is fig-
uring for his success upon disagreement of
the sliver forces he will miss his mark. An
analysis of the vote will show that it would
be suicidal for the sliver forces to nominate
two candidates. The total votes of the last
three elections show that the relative
strength of each party is about as follows:

Republican, 40 per cent of the whole
vote; Democrat and Populist, 60 per cent of
the whole vote.

In other words, with three party nomi-
nees In the field the Republicans willwalk
away with the plum, whereas if the Demo-
crats, Populists and Silver Republicans
join forces their union nominee will be as-
sured of election.

Neither a straight Democratic nor a
straight Popullstic nominee could hope for
election. Their relative party strength in
this district is about as follows:

Democrat, 33 per cent of the whole vote;
Populist, 27 per cent of the whole vote.

Just who will be the lucky man to get
the union congressional nomination In this
district Is uncertain. Nathan Cole, presi-
dent or the Silver Republican club of this
city has been talked of as one well Qualified
for this office. He says, however, that he
is not a candidate and does not want any
office; that he is not in politics for office,
but rather to help make the silver fight.

George Patton has been suggested.
George, however, does not seem to be anx-
ious for the nomination. He says it is too
early to talk about nominations, and inti-
mates that, while he Is not seeking the of-
fice, if the silver forces decide upon him to
make the fight, he couid not refuse the
nomination, George Is of the-opinion that
time will bring forward the right man to
make and wir. the fight.

Barlow. It is said, Is a candidate for re-,
election, and, according to precedent, he
should be the logical nominee. Barlow has
made a good record. His efforts in behalf
of San Pedro have borne fruit. It Is doubt-
ful, however, Ifthe Democrats will consent
to his re-nominatlon, or the nomination of
any other Populist, because of the fact that
the Populists have had all of the union
nominations for congress thus far made.

L. J. Rose has also been mentioned as a
possible candidate, but from all appear-
ances his candidacy Is not being pressed.
Two years ago the light between Rose and
George Patton for the oongresslonal nom-
ination was rather warm and prolonged,
and stirred up considerable interest in con-
gressional politics. It Is extremely doubt-
ful if either Pattoh or Rose desires to re-
new this old fight and it is certain that tho
silver forces cannot afford to have another
deadlock convention.

Mayor Snyder, so it has been published
several times and talked In political cir-
cles as many more, also has a fascination
for congressional honors. His friends are
urging his candidacy.

On the Republican side, State Senator
Bulla would seem to be in the lead for this
nomination if he determines to make the
run. McLachlan would stand but little
show against Bulla, who, Ifhe has no other
qualifications, certainly has good sense
and a mind that does not change with ev-
ery move upon the checkerboard of poll-
tics.

City Attorney Dunn is fishing for some-
thing, but nobody seems to be able to de-
termine Just what kind of fish he is after.
Someone announced that he was a candi-
date for the congressional nomination, but
he has denied any such intentions. Some-
one else has announced that he has aspira-
tions for the attorney generalship of the
state. This announcement has not been
dented,' and it would be a fair guess to say
that he really desires to fish In the Sacra-
mento pond. SCRUTATOR.

Cure for Clover Sickness
Clover sickness, a common disease

which often ruins clover crops, has caused
German scientists to make experiments.
They have succeeded In getting cultures
of the bacteria that produce the disease.
They expect that soon farmers willbe able
to inoculate their land Just as a human
being may be treated.

\u2666.«.
Lawyers In England have no legal right

to "get their names io the paper," accord-
ing to a recent decision ofJustice Hawkins.
Tho suit of a Birmingham lawyer, whl
had sued two n»wsp#pers of that oKy for
conspiracy !n mirpotwlp UavDtf oat bta
name whenevtr *^
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S BOYS' STRAW HATS..
IWe announce the arrival,of our Boys' Straws?the latest, the best,the F
1 nobbiest. Full line Boys' Straw Sombreros or Mexican Cowboy Hats, I

I also a special line of Straw Sailors at 25c; exceptional value. . I

§ Mullen & Bluett Clothing Co. I
jjjjj N. W. cor. First and Spring Sts. M

Consumption Cured
DR. W. HARRISON BALLARD

Room. Ito 10 ZAHN BLOCK ..-w B.?* '"iSgfISSSStt
Entrance 416 l-» South Spring St. "Treatise en Con.umptlon,


