
MR. ROBERTS' RIGHTS

INCLUDE THAT TO A SEAT IN
THE HOUSE

POLYGAMY WON'T PREVENT IT

But May Afford Reason for Summary
Expulsion After the Member

Has Been Seated

associated Press Special Wire.
NEW YORK, Dec. 29.?A dispatch to the

Herald from Washington says:
Representative-elect Roberts, the Mormon

Congressman from Utah, will probably be
confronted upon his arrival in Washington
to take his seat in the Fifty-sixth Congress
by a proposition of expulsion, because of his

' alleged polygamous practices. Some of the
ablest constitutional lawyers in the House,
who have studied this now celebrated ease,
declare there is nothing in the Constitution
of the United States to prevent Mr. Roberts
from taking his seat, but they add that the
House, by a two-thirds? vote, may expel him,
on the ground that lie is living in violation
of the general laws which govern the United
States.

Representative Fleming ofGeorgia, who is
a close student of constitutional law and fa-
miliar with the Utah case, said that, in his
opinion, Mr. Roberts had as much right to
take his seat in the next Congress*us Speaker
Reed. "1 have looked into the case of Mr.
Roberts with great care, and, T have exam-
ined the Constitution relating to such mat-
ters, and I have no hesitation in saying that
he cannot be prevented Irom a mien ring be-
fore the bar of the House and taking his seat
when the Fifty-sixth Congress assembles.
While I am not upholding Sformonism, nor
attempting to defend polygamy in any man-
ner, I view the subject from v judicial'stand-
potnt.

"According to the Constitution of the
United States, the Governor of every Statesends to the clerk of the House ofRepresen-
tatives the names of the men elected to mem-
bership. The names are then entered upon
the rolls ofthe House.and a person so named
becomes by law a member of the House, and
he cannot be prevented from taking hisseat.
Subsequently, however, right to continuing
the seat may be contested, or, after he has
taken his seat and participated by his pres-
ence in the deliberations of the House, hemay be expelled from Congress by a two-
third vote of the duly qualified members.

"In all the meetings and discussions had
Won the subject none of the objectors to
Mr. Roberts seem to have recognized this
latter constitutional provision, but basied
their opposition solely upon the fact that he
is a Mormon, and therefore Uiev declare be
should not be admitted to Congress.- "«?Mormonism is his religion," added
Mr. Hemuig, "and the Constitution of his
btate stands for that religion, the people ofthat State have a right to select him as their
representative in Congress. I do not believethe charge that he is a Mormon will interfere
to any marked degree with his speoial workor demoralize the average representative in
Congress If a man has married three wo-men with the consent of his church and inaccordance with the laws of his State, wouldit be just and proper for him to discontinue
the support of two of the women?or of all
of them?because a number of people object
to him for that reason as a, representative
{? oD ?.res *- For one, 1 say assuredly not.
Jf he did so, be would be a human brute
beneath the contempt of all honorable men.
My judgment is that he willretain his seat."
\u25a0ni-i "tentative James Hamilton Lewis of
Washington is of the opinion that Mr. Rob-
erts cannot be denied his neat in the House
of Representatives on the mere ground thathe is a polygainist nnd has been living with
three or more *ives in Utah. Mr. Lewis is
firmly convinced that when Mr. Roberts ap-
pears at the first session of the next Con-gress he must be allowed to take the oathas a member of the House.

It is possible, however," said Mr. Lewis,that a contest might be instituted on the
ground that by living in polygamy Mr. Rob-
erts was disqualified from election, just as
a contest might be raised on the ground
that a man was a minor when elected toCongress. Mr. Roberts might also be liable
to prosecution undfcr the Edmunds law if
he should live with more than one wife in
the District of Columbia."

NAVALOFFICERS

Make Some Suggestions Concerning
Official Advancement

NEW YORK, Dec. 29?In view of the dis-
cussion over promotion in the navy for mer-
itorious service during the late war, the
following plan, which has just been received
fiom Manila, and evidently represents the
views of a large number of the officers serv-
ing under Admiral Dewey, willprove inter-
esting:_ "Whew men are recommended for promo-
tion for 'conspicuous and meritorious con-
duct in battle,' their rewards should be lib-
eral, their benefits generous but) not at the
expense of other people, causing jealousies
and heart-burns.

"When an officer is advanced formeritop-
ious conduct in battle: First?Let him be-
come an additional number, both in his own
grade andthroughout his naval career. Sec-
ond ?Let him receive, at all times, the high-
est pay of that grade. Third?When retired
let him be retired with the rank and retired
pay of the next higher grade.

"Then, instead ofretnrding the promotion
of any one, he would benefit all below him by
giving them a number.

<| "He would take nothing from those he
%assed over, hut would remain additional
ur'.jl he retired, always a marked man and
never interfering with any one's promotion.

"When an additional man reaches thebead of a list, let him be promoted with
and at the same time as the man next above
biin.

"The highest pay of his grade would he a
suitable reward. If he is at sea it would bo
nothing, but on shore he could never be pun-
ished with waiting orders."

KANSAS BANKERS

Landed in Jail on Charges ofViolating
Law

KANSAS CITY, Dec. 29.-A special to
the Star from Fort Scott, Knns., says:

The entire Board of Directors of the Mo-
ran, Knns., bank, which failed last January,
has, according to papers filed in the ap-
pellate court here toduy, been irfioe county
Jail for nearly a week charged by dc|K>sitcria
with having violated ihe new banking law
of 1897, making specifications for the gov-
ernment of banks in Kansas. The defend-
ants are Joshua Rumble, who-at the time
tbe bank failed was regarded ns being very-
wealthy; W. E. Rose, J. 11. Ross, Win.
Parke and Cashier E. A. Brown. They ap-
peared by counsel before Judge Schoon-
over, of the appellate court, at his home in
Garnett today, and presented a petition feetheir release on a writ of habeas corpus.
Judge Sehoonover issued an order releasing
them on $200 bonds each until March li
next, whon their cases will be heard here.

A LATIN REBELLION

The Colombia Rebels Defeat the Gov-
ernment Forces

NEW YORK, Dec. 29?A dispatch to the
Herald from Panama says:

Ecuadorian political exiles here hnv» re-
ceived a telegram through the Colombian
frontier saving that Tulcan was taken re-
cently by the invading revolutionary forces,
under' General Rivadeneira, defeating the
government troops.

The Herald's correspondent at Guayaquil

confirms this news. The invnders pretend-
ed to march to Ibarra, with the intention
of intercepting the artillery on the way from
Quito for General Arellanos' forces in Tul-
can.

To frustrate the revolutionists' strategic
plans General Arellanos abandoned his mili-
tary positions around Tulcan, marching out
all his forces to prevent the artillery falling
into the enemy's hands. Immediately after
the rebels had occupied the town General
Arellanos returned, trying to reoceupy his
Inst positions, which, st last accounts, were
still held by the invaders.

Important details of a significant battle
are momentarily expected. The invading
enemy is said lo be largely composed of a
Columbian contingent. Tulcan is situated
on the Colombian frontier. It is the capi-
tal of Carchi province, and is well tortilied.
Ibarra is situated between Quito and Tul-
can.

The French gunboat P-apin has arrived
from Callao. She will leave shortly bound
north.

A MEMORIAL TABLET

To Grace a Turret of the Battleship
Illinois

CHICAGO, Dec. 29.?Abraham Lincoln
in bns relief on a tablet of bronze may
adorn the turret of the battleship Illinois.
Former Congressman George E. Adams has
written to Governor Tanner asking him to
recommend to the Legislature an apropria-
tion for a memorial tablet of that design.

Besides the figure of the martyred Presi-
dent, Mr. Adams suggests that an inscrip-
tion be placed below with extracts from
Lincoln's Gettysburg speech.

Many of the States have appropriated
money for services or adornments of a
memorial nature for the battleships that
bear their names. lowa°and Indiana fur-
nished silver services for the floating forts
that bear their names, and the Legislature
of Massachusetts has appropriated money
for a bronze tablet for the battleship ot
that name. Mr. Adams has written a let-
ter to the Massachusetts executive asking
for a description of the tablet.

He thinks that us the citizens of Illinois
are M» contribute a silver service for the
battleship the commonwealth should furnish
something in the nature of a popular me-
morial. The tablet would be placed on
iic, forward' turreli under thci guns in a
place where it would be as prominent as
the figure head at the prow.

A MAN MISSING

So Is Sixty Thousand Dollars in Hard
Cash

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Dee. 29.-The local
office of the Wells, Fargo Express lcompany
is out a money package containing! $60,000.
The money was sent here from Houston for
the Southern Pacific to meet its payroll
west from that city to El Paso. Itarrived
Wednesday morning, ami was given to C. A.
Heeler, the Wells, Fargo money delivery
clerk, to hand over. Heeler started for the
depot, and was seen en route. Four hours
after his departure his wagon wnefound five
miles yvest of the city in a thicket, the horse
almost dead from the effects of hard driv-
ing. Inquiry developed Hie fact that nn
delivery had been made. There wasl no
evidence of a struggle in tire vicinity where
the vehicle was- found. Beeler had been in
the employ of .the company for nine years,
and enjoyed the confidence ofall. He spent
Meverai years on the frontier as a cowboy.
His friends stoutly assert that he is the vic-
tim of foul play, and his wife also inclinesto
this belief. Superintendent Taft of the Ex-
press company is here investigating. Headmits that the loss will not reach the sum
stated, while rumor nearly doubles the
amount.

Troops in Camp
LEAVENWORTH. Kan.. Dec. 29-

Troop.i B, C, F and X, Sixth United States
cavalry, arrived at Fort Leavenworth today
from Alabama and were sent to a camp
north of town. The eoldiers will remain in
camp until the Twentieth Infantry, under
orders to go to Manila, depart, when they
will occupy the fort barracks.

Fire at Oberlin
OBERLIN, Ohio, Dec. 29.?Eight business

houses were destroyed today and six stores
damaged by fire, which started in De-
frnnce's milinery establishment. Loss $50,-

FULL TEXT OF REPORT

MADE BY NICARAGUA CANAL

COMMISSION

MEMBERS ARE FULLY AGREED

In the Opinion That the Construction
of a Canal Across Nicaragua

Is Feasible

Associated Press Special Wire ,
WASHINGTON, Dec. 29,-Tlic full text

of the |«e.:iminary reiKirt at the Nicaragua
canal commission "wan today made public.
Itis us follows:

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Nicaragua Canal Commission,

Washington, December 28.
The Honorable Secretary of State, Wash-

ington-Sir: We have the honor to acknowl-
edge the receipt of your letter of the 19th
inst., inclosing a copy of the resolution of
the senate of the 15th of December, re-
questing a re|>ort of the progress made by
this commission in investigating the ques-
tion of the proper route, the feasibility and
cost of construction of the Nicaragua ca-
llnl.

This commission has understood the law
by which it was constituted, approved June
4, 1897, to require that all routes heretofore
proposed having any merit arc to be con-
sidered, new routes that npiienr to have
merit are to lie developed, and the entire
region of csinial possibilities to be exam-
ined with sufficient thoroughness to enable
a just and comprehensive comparison of the
various routes to be made and the most de-
sirable one selected. In short, to enable
this commission to make a complete und
exhaustive report.

With this in view, the commission visited
Nicaragua, personally examined the entire
canal region from ocean to ocean, and em-
ployed seventy engineers, with their labor-
ers and helliers, for ten months in making
careful surveys and examinations of the cn-
nal.region. Some meteorological and liydro-
logicaLobserverH are still continued in Nica-
ragua, with a view to obtaining a full year
of observations of that nature.

The required field work has been obtained.
The reduction of this: field work, together
with the compikition and comparison of
former surveys, going back nearly fifty
years, has been in progress for more than
ten months.

The commission believes that the con-
struction of the canal across Nicaragua is
entirely feasible.

The estimates of the two best-known char-
acteristic routes have been nearly com-
pleted. These routew are known as the
Maritime Canal company's route and the
Lull route. The estimated cost is approxi-
mately $124,000,000 and 1,123,000,000, respect-
ively.

The assumed dimensions are considerably
greater than ever before proimsed, both in
length of Locks and in width, depfti and
radius of curvature of canal.

These increased dimensions have been
made necessary by the demands of modern
commerce, size and draft of modern ships,
etc. This has necessarily made a corre-
sponding increase mi the estimated cost,
and is in no Way inconsistent with the
estimates made from former surveys, which
contemplated a much smaller and cheaper
canal.

A canal of smaller dimensions, just suffi-
cient for i>rescnt needs, is being estimated
for. Such a canal would cost considerably
less than the estimate for a canal suitable
for modern necessities, which is referred to
above.

It is the opinion of this commission that
of tho two routes) herewith estimated for
the one called the Lull route is the more
desirable, because it is easier cf construc-
tion-, presents no problems not well within
good engineering precedents, and would be
a sinter and more reliable canal when com-
pleted. Italso believes that the dimensions
and form of construction preferred by the
commission are better than the cheaper
form, and the smaller dimensions would

undoubtedly call for expensive improve-
ments within a short time after its com-
pletion. Both of the routes referred to
übove admit of variants which may reduce
the cost. These are now being considered
by the commission. The work necessary
for an exhaustive discussion' of and report
upon the entire canal problem is being
pushed ns rapidly as its great magnitude
permits, and when completed the report
will be submitted without delay.

We are, sir, with great respect,
Your obedient servants,

J. E. WALKER,
Rear Admiral, U. 8. N., President of the

Commission. ~
LOUIS M. HAUPT,

Civil Engineer, MembVr,
I concur with the other members of the

commis-inu with respect to the construction
work and feasibility of the canal, but 1
think, in view of the increased size of the
canal estimated for nnd the difficulty in-
cident to work in tropical countries, that
the estimate is lower than it should be by
about 20 per cent.

PETER C. HAINE,
Coldnel Corps of Engineers, Member.

CONGRESSMAN ROBERTS' WIVES

Protests Against the Utah Man's Being Seated?MeKinley
Seriously Aroused ?Polygamists Alarmed

WASHINGTON, Dec. 21.?Extraordinarily energetic opposition is being
developed to the seating ofa polygamist in congress.

The most interesting feature of tcday is the fact that President MeKinley
himself is preparing to defeat what he considers a desecration 6f the American
home and an insult to American womanhood.

Mr. MeKinley is quoted by senators and congressmen who are his intimates
as deeply interested in this question. He has expressed his horror at the
thought of polygamy or its advocates sharing in the legislation of the United
States.

Congressmen of both parties, almost without exception, have been flooded
with letters and telegrams from women and from clergymen. Many of them,
it is said, have beard directly from their own wives'. It is almost sate to say-
that Mr. Roberts, the polygamist, will n ever take his seat in the lower house.

His backers in Utah declare that he cannot be constitutionally prevented
from holding his seat, since any state has the right to legalize polygamy if it
chooses. This, however, is absurd, as the house by a two-thirds vote can refuse
to seat any member for any reason which seems to it sufficient.

Many members are surprised at the extraordinary feeling which manifests
itself in the care of Robert.-, the polygamist. It is the first time that the
women of America have been universally interested in the question affecting
the seating of a member.

The men from Utah declare privately their belief that their st ate, in view
of the storm that has arisen, will avo :d the issue, Igive up the fight and per-
suade Roberts to withdraw and let the seat be fUted by some man with one
wife only.

ON THE TURF

Winners of Races at Ingleside and at
New Orleans

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 29.?Weather at
Oakland, rainy. Track fnst. Results:

Five furlongs, selling^?Magdalenes won,
second, Master Buck third; time, 1:02.

Seven furlongs, solium?lllinois' won, Sos-
col second, llolienzollem third; time, 1:27.

Mile and a sixteenth, selling?Rofinante
won, Hardly Becond, Cromwell third; time,
1:47.

One mile?What-er Lou won, Recreation
second, Morinel third; time, I:4OVi.

Five furongs, selling?Magdalenes won,
Clarando second, Almoner third; time,
1:01%.

Futurity course, selling?High la ml Ball
won, Dont Skip Mc second, Mains tay third;
time, 1:12*,.

"Vickshurg" Woods, known on most of the
race tracks of the country, is in jailcharged
'with obtaining money under false pretenses.
It is charged that he bet a number of"mark-
ers" in various books at tbeOakam] truck,
alleging them to be for President Thomas
H. Williams' of the California Jockey dub.
The lietn were all made Without Williams'
knowledge.

At New Orlear 5

NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 29.?Weather
clear, track fast. Results:

Six and a half furlongs?Dave 8. won, El-
kin second, Belle of Memphis third; time,
1:22.

Seven furlongs?Queen of Song won, Our
Nellie second, Sister Fox third; time, 1:29.

Mile adn sixteenth ?Egbart won, Tagedy
second, Bercda third; time, 1.49/4.

Mile and sixteenth?Applejack won, Mr.
Marks yecond, Plnkey Hotter third; time,
1:49.

One mile?Maggie S. won, Hampden sec-
ond Lady Disdnuiu third; time, 1:4214.

OAKLAND EACES

Commissions Taken by Black Sc Co.
Oakland Race Entries

Black & Co., 143 South Broadway, will re-
ceive entries and take commissions on the
Oakland races, held under the auspices of
the California Jockey club.

Entries will be posted dally and complete
service by wire. Following are the entries
for today: ,

First race, futurity course, selling?Aver-
ine 105, Meadow Lark 105, Scintillate 105,
Cavnllo 105, Losette 108, Ygnaclo 105, Glenn
Ann 105, Fly 103, Miss Alice 105, Prince
Tyrant 108, Peru H 108.

Second race, futurity course, selling?
Aluminum 105, Barney Schrieber 105, The
Last 105, Spry Lark 105, Tenrica 105, Byron
Ross 105, Cappy 105, Colonial Dame 105, Ma-
jesty 105, Gratify 106, Defiant 105, Bessie
Lee 105, McPryor 105, Dolly D. 108, Card-
well 108.

Third race, five furlongs-, selling?Eliza-
beth R. 98. Fort Is 98. Gin Sling 101. Good-
hope 103. Ann Page 103. La Paresseuse 103,
Mag-delena 103, Ttburon 104, Dunpraise 104,
Malay 106. The Minister 107, El Estro 107,
Rey Hooker 109.

Fourth race, one mile selling?Rose Maid
98, Frohman 96, First Call 106, San Vena-
da 109. 'Fifth race, six furlongs, selling--Graclas
94, Homeatake 98, Kamsin 99, Roadwarmer
99, George H. Ketchum 101. Fig Leaf 102,
Defender 102, Free Lady 104 Mainstay 105,
Zamar II107, Sport McAllister 110, Hugh
Penny 110.

Sixth race, seven furlong, selling?Be
Happy 104, Guilder 104, Baliverso 104, Cyril
104, Paul Kruger 107, Hohenlohe 107, Tom
Cromwell 112, Nonchalance 112, Captive 112
Libertine 112.

Weather, clear; track, fast.

SPANISH LEADERS

Anxious for Early Ratification of the
Treaty

MADRID, Dec. 29.?The minister of for-
eign affairs, Duke Almodovar de Rio, and
the minister of the interior, Senor Capde-
pon, have thought it advisable to deny as
absolutely unfounded the story of the'Re-
publiuan and Carlist press affirming that a
foreign power is preparing to intervene in
the event of the international and financial
affairs of Spain taking a bad turn, and that
Great Britain has designs on the Balearic
islands an dthe Straits! of Gibraltar.

The newspapers here express the opinion
that the decision attributed in this city to
President MeKinley to have the treaty of
peace ratified in January alters the aspect
of political affairs in Spain.

Ministerial circles think it better to post-pone the settlement of the crisis until the
treaty is ratified.

There are mysterious rumors of a recent
meeting of a dozen generals, the object of
which has not been developed, but which
it is said may importantly affect the situa-
tion. The government is believed to beaware that the meeting has taken place, and 1
is understood to be taking the steps nec-
essary to prevent undesired developments.

FRAUD CHARGED

Against Supervisors of San Joaquin
County

STOCKTON, some time the
board of supervisors of San Joaquin countyhave had in contemplation! the purchase ofaheating nnd ventilating system for the courthouse at an expeme of over $10,000. The
specifications were such, it is alleged, that
only the Peck-Williamsoni company couldsecure the contract. Fraud has been hinted
at in view of the fact that the building is>aTready provided with a system which hasnever been put into service. A writ ofre-
view was issued today by Judge Jones of the
superior court, on the application! of C. MJackson, an opposition; bidder, citing the su-
pervisors to,appear before the court on Jan-uary 9th, and acting as an injunction againsttheir giving the contract to the Pcck-Wil-
liamson company on December 31, after
which time the terms of two of (he present
supervisors will expire.

The Pottery Trust
EAST LIVERPOOL. 0., Dec. 29.?1t is

stated here upon excellent authority that
some of the smaller potteries are not want-
ed by the new trust, and their stock willbo
returned.

This is on account of the greot success of
the combine. On the ether hand, the Hnrk-
ers Pottery Company, one of the stronger
concerns here, has kicked over the traces
nnd declares it will not enter the trust. Ap-
praisers for the plants to be purchased were
selected last night nt a meeting of those in-
terested.

A New York Fire
I NEW YORK, Dec. 29.?Cornelius Mc
Ganney and ten horses were burned to death
in a fire which destroyed the two-story brick
and frame stable of Mrs. James Brooks on
West Fifteenth street today. McGanney
.was asleep in the loft of the stable when the
Ere started.

NEW SENATE MEMBERS

NOT PUT ON APPROPRIATION
COMMITTEE

THERE IS A STRUGGLE ON NOW

But the Old Men Who Parcel Out the
Nation's Money Will Not

Let Go

Special to The Herald.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 25?There is food
for a good deal of reflection in the tight now
being inaugurated in the senate tor the
distribution of the various appropriation
bills among the committees, instead of leav-
ing them'bunched in the bands ol the great
appropriations committee. All but two of
the money bills' of congress now go to this
small body, which thus becomes! the most
powerful coterie in coagreM 1, while its in-
dividual members wield almost despotic in-
fluence over the rest of the senate.

They have reached this commanding posi-
tion through years of service. No new
member evetf gets on the appropriations
committee, and every vacancy there is
sought after most strenuously. When once
a genu tor does become a member, he slays
one until he ixdefealfed lorre-election, never
leaving it otherwise. Hence the committee
is old and foxy. To wrest its power from it
is as difficult a task as anyone ever under-
took. Again and again it has been at-
tempted, but it lias, always' failed. A few
years ago Senator Dubois' who was a young
member not likely to reach the coveted post,
formed an air-tight combination of the
young men against the old, He had more
than a clear majority back of him, but some-
how he could never get a vote on' his pro-
posal.

There was no filibustering against him,
and there really seemed to be no opposition.
The committee professed itself perfectly
willing to*lay down its'powers whenever the
senate asked for it. Hut nevertheless there
was always' some reason why it would not
do to vote just then or to fixa time for a vote.
Skilled in all manner ofparliamentary law.
Senator Allison and his mends'outgeneraled
Sir. Duboisi without half trying, and the
latter suw his* combination melt away.

Much the same situation obtains! now.
Forty-five senators are pledged to distribute
the various money bills, and SenatorAllison
again declares that no one in his committee
will prove an obstructionist if the senate de-
e'uli tJ on a; new deal. He adds, however,
that nothing will be done in a hurry, anil
says that he presumes that there will Ile a full
expression ofopinion when the matter comes
up. This is the diplomatic way ofsayintt
that the committee will fight for its privi-
leges.l

if they fail to keep them it willbe agreat
surprise to many people. Every senator not
on the committee is anxious l to curry favor
With it in order that he may ask appropria-
tions for his state, and there are not wanting
some who will stand by it as long as it has
any chance of winning. To deliberately
antagonize its members', even when they pro-
fess their complete submission to the will of
the senate, is always!to risk the wrath ofthe
sacreei circle.

There was a struggle something like this in
the house years ago, which ended with the
distribution of the bills'. The appropria-
tions committee there has control of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, fortifications, legislative
and pension bills, while the rest go to the
appropriate committees. The senate
rebels propose to be even more sweeping,
leaving the committee only the sundry civil,
legislative and general deficiency bills. The
only ones it does not now control are the
rivers and harbors and the public building
bills. CHITTENDENMARRIOTT.

American Historinns
NEW HAVEN, Conn., Dec. 29.?The sec-

ond day's session of the American Histor-
ical association convention opened with a
conference on "Hitherto Unduly Neglected
Fields of Historical Study."

The papers presented were by A. Law-
rence Lowell ofHarvard, "Institutional His-
tory of the Middle Ages"; "American Colo-
nial History,, 1690-1750," by Professor C. N.
Andrews, with discussion by several mem-
bers, and a discussion of other phases of
the general subject of the conference by-
Professor J. F. Jameson of Brown univer-
sity and others.

In the afternoon' the church history sec-
tion' met and papers were read as follows:

"The Beginning ofProtestant Worship,"
by Professor J. W. Richards, Gettysburg;
"Erasmus," by Rev. George Norcross, D. D.,
of Cnrlisle, Pa.; and one by Samuel M.
Jackson of New York University on "Zem-
iia and the Baptist Party in the City of
Zurich." v

Lost at Sea
LONDON, Dec. 29?The Spanish brig Ga-

briel, Captain Pages, from Cardenas, No-
vember 22, has arrived at Corunnei, having
on board ten of the crew of the American
burk Kvie Reed, Captain J. D. Steelman,
from New York, November 25, for Bah in j
which is lost. The crew was rescued near
the island of Bermuda.

A dispatch was received in Philadelphia
yesterday from Captain Steelman announc-
ing the loss of the bark and the safety of the
crew. The Evie Reed was built at Bath,
Me., her hailing port in 1878, and registered
631 tonsj net. The vessel was owned by
Capt. Steelman.

THE CURRENCY REFORM

ADVOCATED BY COLLEGE

PROFESSORS

The Committee of the American Econ-
omists Seems Timid About Ex-

pressing Its Views

NEW HAVEN, Conn., Dec. 29?At the
annual meeting ot the American Economic
Association held at Cleveland in December
of 1897 it was voted to appoint a commit-
tee ot live to consider and report upon the
subject of currency reform in the United
States. The committee appointed consists
of Professors Taylor of the University of
Michigan, Tausig of Harvard University,
Jenks of Cornell University, Sherwood of
Johns Hopkins University, and Kinley of
the University of Illinois. The report of
the committee was presented at the meeting
of the association in New Haven today.

In the report the committee states that,
they have agreed upon a series of state-
ments witli respect to the need, the objects
and the methods of such reform, which it ia
believed would command the assent ofecon-
omists generally. Their propositions fire
submitted with the recommendation that
they be printed as part of the proceedings,
but with the express disapproval, of any

responsibility on the part of the association
for the views therein set forth.

Despite the fact that much improvement
has taken place within two or three years,
there still exists a real need for monetary
and banking reform in the United States,
says the report. The standard ofvalue upon
which the «hole system rests is by no means
as secure as it should be. The circulating
rote system is still greatly lacking in elas-
ticity. Adequate banking facilities tor
newer, or niare backward, districts are still
wanting. In the system as a whole there
is a notable lack of unity and organization.

Under existing conditions, it is said, the
only -wise nnd consistent policy for the
United States is the frank recognition of
the fact that the actual monetary standard
is now, and for some time to come will be,
gold, and the adoption of legislation which
shall insure the entire stability of that
standard, until such time as the nation may
have decided to establish some other. As-
sent to this statement docs not commit any
one to the position that the gold standard
is, abstractly considered, the most desira-
ble one. As is well Known, a large number
of economists' hold to the opposite opin-
ion. But, as it also well known, the par-
ticular substitute which such economists
favor, i. c., international bimetallism, is nt
present, and for a long time will be, out
of the question.. In consequence, the pre-
cise form which the question of standards
now takes in the United States, is as to
whether the currency shall rest on ''J? 0'"!
basis, or on a silver or paper basis. Tliunj
stated, it can have, lo the majority ofeconj
omists, but one solution. Under existing

conditions, the gold standard is, fgT V"I
United States, the best available. «o- ?
ing the ease, it is the duly ofthe nation to |
render that standard as stab'e as possible

and to remove all uncertainty as to its

maintenance and its easy working, for un-

certainty as to the basis of the currency
must always be a menace to prosperity.

Whatever decision may be reached with
reference to the much disputed question as
to whether United Stars legal Under notes
shall continue to hold their place as part
of the paper currency of the country, it is

certain that the maintenance of some sys-
tem of hank issues will be indispensable.
This system should, without doubt, be under
federal control and should take such form
as to insure- much greater elasticity than
exists in the present system, provided al-

Iways that the security of the issue shall be
(in no wi.-e impaired.
I As already remarked, there is a real need
Ifor increased banking and currency facili-
ties in the newer and more backward parts
of the country, and legislation could do
something towards satisfying this need. In
the judgment of the committee, the most
cflectiv* as well as the safest expedient for
accomplishing this object Is some system
of branch banking similar to those in vogue
in Canada Scotland, and other countries.
Under such a system, banking facilities enn
be furnished' to communities- too small' to
support even the smallest independent bunk
of issue; and capital can be most cheaply
and easily transferred from districts over-
supplied to those needing it; while, at the
same time, the dangers-of fraud or misman-
agement incident to all banking are fur less
serious than under a system of small in-
dependent banks. There are doubtless ob-
jections to the plan; but the experience of
other countries has shown that they arc
not of great moment.

In the light of the facts the committee is
of the opinion that what Is most needed nt
fbis juncture, is a disposition on the part of
the of reform to sink individual
preferences as to details, anel to insist that
Congress shall enact such legislation as it
shall be possible to agree upon. Undoubted-
ly, there is room in this matter ofcurrency
reform for honest differences ofopinion, but
such a degree of persistence in one's opinion
as makes a working compromise impossi-
ble has no justification in monetary prin-
ciples or in the conditions prevailing in the
United States. It is safe to say that, cf the
five or six currency bills that, during the
last twelve months have been in any serious
serase before the country, the passage of any
one would have resulted in great improve-
ment and would have measurably satisfied
the demands of reformers.

The other papers rend at the morning
session were one by Prof. John D. Clark
ofColumbia, "Economic Standards ofWages
and Interest," and one by Prof. Charles A.
Tuttlc of Wabash College on "AFundamen-
tal Ejror of the Classical Economies."

The committee on nominations brought in

the following list of officers and presented
them to the convention, which ratified them:

President, Prof. A. T. Hadley, Yale; vice
president, Stuart Wood, Philadelphia;
Prot. David Kinle.y, University of Illinois,
and Prof. W. '/.. Ripley, Massachusetts In-
stitute of Technology; secretary, Prof. \V.
L, Wilcox, Cornell University; treasurer.Prof. Charles IE Hull, Cornell'; publication
committee, Prof. W. W. Taussig, Harvard,
chairman; D. R. Dewey, W. C. Fisher, W.
A. Scott, Sydney Sherwood, F.M.Taylor.

The afternoon session was given up to the
consideration of the following papere:

"The Present Study of Practical Labor
Problems' in France, by Dr. W. F. Wit
hmghby of tbe United States department ol
labor.

"MunicipalTaxation as a Means of Public
Control ol Operations," by C. W. Curtis of
the City bank, of New Haven, Conn.

"The Nature ofMunicipal Franchises," by
Dr. Max West, of the United States depart-
ment of Agriculture.

KANSAS POPULISTS

Have Votes Necessary to Pass Rail-
road Legislation

TOPEKA, Kan Dec. 29.?The railroad
law agreed on in Populist caucus will pass
both houses, be promptly signed by Gov-
ernor Leedy and become a law March 15th.
This was assured to-day by the action of
the House in committee of the whole, which
is passing the various sections by the neces-
sary votes. The test votes taken show the
vote to be 69 to 38?only 60 being necessary.
The law provides for a railroad board with
judicial powers to hear complaints and
adjust railroad tariffs' where unjust or ex-

cessive rates are proven. It allows appeals
to be taken to the Supreme Court. The
appointment of the board is placed in the
hands of the incoming Governor, Stanley.

Too Much Married
KANSAS CITY, Dec. 29.?Harry C.

Howell, who, the police assert, has eight
wives in as many States, has been ordered
to leave the city forthwith. Mayor Jones
has granted him a pardon from the worjßt,
house, where he was sent for carrying con-
cealed weapons, on condition that he Jest*
Kansas City. Howell has started for Ji***M>
Cal., where he says he has a daughter, un-
der the name of Harry Foiston, He*s» was
arrested here in 1891 while attempt**"*o de-
fraud a widow named Ellison, *»

was sent
to the Missouri penitentiary. Howell was
next heard from at Indisosfwis, where he
married a rich widow and deserted her
after he had got hermese* He Inter served
v year in the Kansas jpssflentiary for mar-
rying a Kansas city, Aims., woman before
he had a divorce. JVrnt he married a rich
Chicago widow named Hill, representing
that he was a wealthy stock man from Dee
Moines, and that he owned considerable
property in California. The police say there
are others.

Philippine Cables
SEW YORK, Dec. 29.?Colonel Kimball

at the quartermaster's department' in the
Irmy building has received orders from the
Vnr Department to secure at once an iron
Sip of from 1000 to 1200 tons for use us a
ible ship to lay cables to connect the

\u25a0lands of the Philippines. The depart-
ment has already ordered for this purpose
36 miles of marine cable, weighing 525
ons. The cable is to be coiled in skele-
on tanks in different holds of the vessel.
The cable ship must accommodate on the
orivard deck the "giving out" machinery,
.vhich will weigh from 15 to 20 tons and the
iccessories, weighing from five to ten tons.
In the afterholu willbe fitted out the quar-
ters for the crew of 20 men. This space
ivill be used for coal on the way out. The
ship will be kept on station as a cable ship
or can be used as a transport. She is to be
secured at once.

A Pythian Priest
CHICAGO, Dec. 29.?Father Walsh, a

Catholic priest of this city, had been elected
a member of a local lodge of the Knights of
Pythias, His application for membership
was made in the usual manner and, being
favorably passetl upon by the lodge, his elec-
tion followed without question. He admit-
ted today that he had been elected a member
of the organization with his consent, but
said that lie had not yet been initiated, and
until this latter ceremony had taken place
he could not be considered in any sense a
member of the organization. He said that he
would endeavor to see'urt the approval of
Archbishop Feehan of this city and ofArch-
bishop Ireland of St. Paul to his membership
in the order before finally becoming a mem-
ber.

Immigrants Landed
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 29?Twenty-four

out of thirty-six Japanese laborers brought
to this port by the steamer Alice Blanchard
from Clipperton Island, December 16th. ap-
pealed to Washington from the decisiou of
the local Commissioner of Immigration, who
refused permission to land on the ground
that they Were assisted immigrants. Act-
ing Commissioner Earned has reversed the
decision of North and the Japanese will be
permitted to land.

A Fatal Quarrel
SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 29.-Churlea

Kennealy, Assemblyman-elect from the
Twenty-ninth Assembly District, had an al-
tercation with an old man named WilliamQueue today over a bill. Blows were struck
and the old man fell to the ground, striking
bis head. He was removed to his home and
medical aid secured, but he died a few hours
later. Kenneuly claims that he acteil in
self-defense.

A New YorkMason
NEW YORK, Deo. 29.?Augustus W.

Peters, President of the Borough of Man-
hattan, died suddenly at his home in this
city today of heart disease. He wus for
many years President of the Consolidated
Exchange and chairman: of the Tammany
Executive Committee. Mr. Peters wa9 a
prominent Mason. He was born in St,
Johns, N. 8., and was 54 years cf age.
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foreet In a day dream she may build,
castles in the air with a happy home, laugh-

ing children and a loving husband in the
fore mound. At that moment she may be
facing death. Matrimony and motherhood
hold out no happiness to the young woman
who suflfers from weakness and disease of
the distinctly feminine organism. The wo-
man who suffers in this way will be a weak,
nervous, sickly, petulant wife, an incapable
mother and an unamiable hostess. Not
knowing the truth, her acquaintances will
not understand that she is deserving of
pity rather than reproach..

Any woman may be strong and healthy
in a womanly way ifshe will use the right
remedy. Dr. Pierces Favorite Prescription
is. the best of all medicines for weak and
ailing women. It acts directly on the de-
licate and important organs that make wife-
hood and motherhood possible. Itmakes
them strong, healthy and vigorous. It
banishes the dangers that surround ma-
ternity. It insures a healthy baby and an
ample supply of nourishment. Thousands
of women who were weak, sickly, nervous
invalids, are now healthy, robust wives and
competent mothers of healthy children, as
the result of the use of this medicine.

Mrs. lohn M. Conklin, of Patterson. Putnam
Co., N. V.. (Box 104). writes: "I am enjoying
perfect health and have been since I took the last
bottle of Dr. Pierces Favorite Prescription, I
had falling of the internal orgaus. or female
weakness, and flowing caused by miscarriage,
aud was very weak when Icommenced taking
your medicine."

The unfailing, never - griping cure for
constipation?Dr. Pierces Pleasant Pellets.

McCall's Patterns as Good as the Best

Corsets at Coulter's
Is there any special make you want ?
Expect to find it here if it is good?and more,

expect to find it at a money-saving price. We have
the sole agency for the Redfern and Fasso Corsets
and for Equipoise Waists. We sell the "P. D?"
"I. C," W. B. Warner's, Thomas and other Corsets,
as well as the Jackson Ferris and Chicago Waists in
ladies' and children's sizes.

You don't know what a perfect Corset store
we've got, unless you've bought Corsets here.

317=325 South Broadway
Between Third and Fourth Sts.


