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N TOR hunting has beconms
A the national malady; everybody
geema to have it, To be of ar
jmportance these days In democratic
America one must have a family tree

The pride of pedigree is new in thia
country, but it je growing. The men
who made this republic, what it is
thought little about it; In fact, class
distinetion wag one of the things they |
came from Burope to get away from,
Their children's children look at it dif
ferently, however,

To be merely the heir of rich James
Smith, who can remember no farther
back in the family history than that
his horny-handed grandfather was a
hard-working man, is not enough for
Smith junior He needs a famlily tree,
a coat-of-armes, a crest, or his right to
a position in the new aristocracy will
be questioned.

Great wealth alone is not enough;

family must back It.

Of course, he must show good

try; but that is not difficult.
THOUSANDS OF ANCESTORS

“Phe lines of thousands of families
in America can be traced back to Eng-
lish nobility,” sald Herbert C. An-
drews, genealogist and heraldist, who
came to Los Angeles recently. *“It is
a question of simple arithmetic. Every
person has four grandparents; each of
these, four; and so, by this natural
process of multiplication, it gives every
person 1099 ancestors 300 years back.

“Going on further to the thirteenth
century the number of ancestors of
each person equals the total popula-
tion of England at that time.”

‘With so many, to one's credit it would
be hard not to discover some rela-
tionship to a roble family or two. The
difficulty would be to escape the gen-
eral distinction.

The chances of those who came by
way of Treland or Scotland or any other
Furopean country are just as good by
the same process of Inductiori.

AMERICANS OF ROYAL BLOOD

There are also in this country many
of royal descent; authorities have fig-
ured it out that there are living today
1,000,000 descendants of Alfred the Great
alone,

Thus the lump of royalty
thg whole world.

Right here in Los Angeels there are,
according to Mr. Andrews, at least
twenty-five persons whose royal
lineage can be proved beyond question.
Think of it! Twenty-five in our city
whose papas and mammas a few cen-
turies removed sat upon thrones! What

ances-

leaveneth

an exclusive society they might or-
ganize. 8. R. D—Society of Royal
Descendants! The distinction of being

an F. F. V.. a D. A, R.or an 8. C. D.
would be nothing In comparison.

The president of such a society prop-
erly would be Frederick H. Rindge,
president of the Conservative Life In-
surance company, whose family history
recently traced shows that his line
reaches back to King David, the
psalmist.

King Edward T also figures in this
illustrious pedigree and princes and
dukes cluster thick on the family tree.

BOOK OF RARE VALUE

An eastern publisher is now getting
out an edition of the Rindge family
history, which was recently compiled
by Mr. Andrews. It will be an expen-
sive work, costing several hundred
dollars. It will be printed on wvellum,
embellished with illuminated lettering
and illustrated with reproductions from
photographs of scenes mentioned in
the chronicles and of coats of arms and
crests of the family emblazoned on
parchment,

Mrs. Robert J. Burdette has a dis-
tinguished ancestry. She is descended
from the Bradley family of Connecti-
cut, which goes back to the landed
gentry of England. There were many
soldiers, scholars and churchmen
among Mrs. Burdette's progenitors.
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" t at that wedding feast and chanted
|psalms  hour after hour, with tears
rolling down their cheeks, have good
cause for emotion.

One broad-chested fellow was espe-
cially overcome. He was thinking of
the wife and little ones he had left
behind when he escaped across the
frontier. For four ye against his
religious principles, he had served in
the czar's army. After a brief vaca-
tion granted him to see his family he
was again commanded to go back to
the army.

But there came to him a broadening
of the skies, a vision of liberty, and in-
stead of fighting the Japs before Port
Arthur he is eating noodle soup in
Los Angeles, But of the welfare ot
wife and children he knows nothing.

Another recent arrival, an athletic,
black-bearded fellow, in a typical Rus-
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sian dress, with his dark red blouse
belted by a cord of blue, is thinking
sadly of the, companion who fell
wounded from the shot of a frontier
guardsman as in company with two
others he crossed the line that gave
them freedom. The three men reached

this
their

country in safety, but whether
companion is dead or alive they
do not know. Letters are frequently
intercepted by the Russian govern-
ment and communication is uncertain.
There are several families now en
route to the Los Angeles colony, some
detained at Hamburg and others in
New York. It is expected that be-
cause of the wide-spread agitation
now going on in Russia that there will
be an exodus that will bring 2000
people of this brotherhood to Cali-
fornia within the year.
The new minister of the
who controls the granting

interior,
of pass-

| ers,
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positions to be filled. Therefore compe -
tition ia keen, and as in any other busi-
ness, all sorts of scheming and conniv+
ing is resorted to. One would not sup=-
pose that a “pull’ would have much to
do with getting a church position, but
it seems that many times a “pull” is
of more importance than a voice,

There are various ways in which a
singer may get an engagement in a
church choir, Sometimes the power of
choosing singers is given entirely to a
director, who is,paid a certain
to furnish the music. Then the
may be engaged by a music
committee~members of which know
very little about music. But the com-
mitteemen are ‘“pillars in the church.”

The minister sometimes has a good
deal to say about the musie, but if he

|i8 a wise man he will keep clear of all
| musical matters—for

was there ever a
church in which there was not more or
less trouble over the music?

Many chioir directors are vocal teach-
and they usually have pupils to
whom they give the positions in their
choirs. Very often the pupils are paid
for their gervices in vocal lessons—
which is naturally a great saving to
the director.

One of the favorite money-saving
schemes of the director is to keep on
“trying singers” for several months,
thereby saving the salary that he would
be obliged to pay a regular singer.

The only singers who find it easy to
get engagements are tenors. Tenors are
scarce and consequently they are
“tenners.” Ten dollars a Sunday is con-
sidered a munificent stipend for the
choir singer to receive, and in most

| churches five dollars a Sunday is con-

sidered very good pay. Prices range
from ten dollars down to one dollar a
Sunday. Once a year most of the
churches have a sort of house cleaning
pr-cess whereby the old musicians are
all discharged, and then there is a gen-
eral scramble among the ‘“outs” and
there is high rivalry over the vacancies.

Shortly after arriving from the east
gome months ago the writer began to
go the rounds of the churches hoping
to obtain a position. Director after di-
rector was visited, fruitlessly.

“Yes, your voice is very good,”” said
one director, “but all my singers are
European trained, so I could not give
vou a position.” 1 thought New York
was a pretty good place in which to find
vocal teachers, but it seems that one
must go to Europe before making any
pretensions as a singer.

Said another director: “I am sorry
I cannot give you a position in my
choir, but if you will study with me I
will guarantee that in six months’ time
you can go on the stage."

All this was very discouraging, as I
did not want to study with any one,
and had no desire to go on the stage,
but it seemed impossible even to get «
hearing in any of the churches without
the especial intercession of some
teacher, so I bethought me of the wily
scheme of taking a few lessons to ob-
tain the influence of my instructor.
This plan was very successful, for In
a short time, through the influence of a
friendly deacon, my teacher obtained
for me a hearing in one of the smaller
churches.

I said to myself: “Now is the goldan
opportunity, T must make the most of
it;"” so when Sunday rolled around, T
sang to the best of my ability, and was
engaged to sing in the church quartet.
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the maid of honor (who are always A8 the procession moved forward the | of the skirt. The looge fronts of the the bride’s dower and emblematical of |of the bride, where lh':y are to live Bo i lose with his earnest hadyice: worked so Iu : obtain, and
young married people), his wrists street gaming, chiefly Mexicans, with | muslin sacque seemed to give the |her expec ted housewlifely dutles, under the paternal roof. Throughout all Keep way, boys, from Killemhere am wondering wm"' my m
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