
A CONDITION TO BE EXPECTED
There is nothing really astonishing In the reports

of railway traffic managers to the effect that the tourist
travel to Southern California ia breaking all records
this season. Such travel necessarily will increase In
large ratio with each succeeding year. Every Individual
who visits this section becomes an animated advertise-
ment, spreading the attractions of the sunshine land
wherever he or she may go.

;On the principle of "better late than never" the
Idaho legislature has two bills in hand making tho
practice of polygamy in the state criminal and impos-
ing severe penalties.

The death might have been expected of that Milwau-
kee child named Theodore Roosevelt Henry Clay Payne
Brandenberg. It would tax the health of a robust man
to drag around such a name as that.

The Lick observatory astronomers report the dis-
covery of "a hundred new double stars." Agood many

such 'discoveries are made In holiday week, probably,
by persons of convivial habits.

A strange phenomenon is that one reported from
Owingsville, Ky., where a subterranean flre is raging.
It looks as if there might be a splendid opportunity
there for starting a religious revival.

Inhis address to the Sunset club at

Its Christmas Jinks on the "Puritan,"

Judge Knoch Knight declared, in one
place, and looked up from his manu*

script and over the crowd with a
kindly glow of reminiscent sackcloth,

that "many of the New England Sun-
days, even In his boyhood day*, were
uncomfortably long arfd tedious," which
net more thnn one old head In an
acquiescent movement, as three or four
of the elderly boys of the Sunset were
born and brought up In New England.

The writer remembers the time when
he attended tho Sunday school regu-
larly at 0 o'clock, after partaking of a
breakfast of pork •mil .beans, brown

bread nnd Indian pudding that had
teen baking nil night In the big chim-
ney oven, after which there wns morn-
Ing service from half past 10 to M.
Then a second attack on the vlatida of

the morning (now all cold) nnd pie and
doutchnuts— for it wag wicked to cook
on Sundays— and then to church agulri

at 2 and out at 4; then ten at 6, the
accompaniments being bread and but-
ttr, pie and doughnuts, and sometimes
a few slivers of dried beef. At halt
past 7 row us all In church uguin,

which lasted until 9. Our venerated
parents were all pious, snld grace be-

fore each meal and had Bible read'.ng

and praying every Saturday evening.

These were the days when there was,severe religion In every Protesiant
fiimilyInthe New England stntes and
very much In the middle and southern
states ns well. These were the days

when the heads of ninety-nine out of

every 100 Protestant farrlllles observed
the Lord's day from Saturday evening

to Monday morning; where sunctlty
prevailed for more than twenty-four
hours; where the elderly ones sat with
scriptuie and concordance In hand,

peering over biblical lore, nnd the
younger people committed whole chap-
ters of the gospel and read "library

books" telling them how boys who
played on Sundays and "didn't get

their catechism perfect" and "all other
bad children" would go to hell.

There were no street cars nor omni-

buses nor other traffic innovations; no
tallyhos with young men and young
women shouting "Rah! Rah! RaTl!
Pasa! De! Na!" no vaudeville nor even
sacred concert shows; no teas, no re-

:<captions; nor even the slightest social•IIntercourse ;no fimlleit,no national Joy,
,Ino human sunshine. The elderly men—

tliat Is, some of them—may have in-
'|dul&td quietly In a little more rum
'nnd molasses or monongahela or rye
'than was good for them, and the nrwr-
,'chants ami other storekeepers may

nsivn watered or adulterated tilings and
given unfair measure, just ns somn ot
our church-going ehopkeepers do today.

Hut they were all pillars of the church
'

upon whose staunchness and stability

tho souls of their pastors might safety

rely.

But of nil other things the Sabbath
o! the Puritans «nd of all the other
orthodox Protestants, sixty and eighty
yenrs ngo, wus not a day of rest, nor
of pleasure, nor of home Joy, and In-
fluence. It comprised too much as-
sembling of the crowds for that— too

much preaching, too much praying and
too much ot everything that reminded
one constantly of a devil with horns
nnd hoofs and a long tall that pltch-

foiked everybody that didn't read the

Bible and believe In a cruel God, In
a bottomless pit that burneth forever
with fire and brimstone.

As the judge emotionally said, In
parenthesis, "and how wellIremem-
ber those long, overdrawn hours."
Many another can call to mind the

early Sunday school, the Bible class,

the three sermons, the cathechlsm and
gospel equipment, the three sayings of

grace, the exhortation and prayer, the
cold dinner, the so-called tea,' which

the young people were not permitted to

drink, nnd the sometimes slight aroma
of a surreptitious snifter of Jumaicti
rum that blew through the old man's
whiskers. There is this to soy, how-
ever, that while there were jealousies.
,blckeringp, false witness, adulterations
of foods, alleged sanding of sugars and
watering of molasses, and other com-
paratively trivial mendacities, there

!were few felonious acts committed,

and in 100 years in New England not
many appalling crimes. Indeed there
have been more murders In Los An-

geles In the single year of 1904 than In
the six New England states In the half
century ending in 1850; more than In

Boston and soven other New England
'cities during the" same year, and twice
\u25a0more than in the city of New York
when it contained 1,000,000 inhabitants—

and yet there are more churches In

I.os Angeles according to the popula-

tion than In any other city In the
world, and it would «eem, therefore,
that the preach*™ In th>em and not the
houses of worship themselves must be
blamed— that Is, of course, If blame
attaches nt all Inchurch direction.

"Those were long Sundays," said
Judge Knight In that not too falsetto
vole© that drops so melodiously and so
beseechingly on the willingear. Novel
leading was abjured; It wan positively
forbidden. Juvenile gymnastic* were
not In vogue; auch boys would have
teen consigned to she-bears. The Sun-
day dinner, that beloved fenat that
makes of many a home a mecca to-

wards which shrine millions of newly

married children make a weekly pil-
grimage, was cold and unreasonable,

troughllke and barbarous and devoid ot
the merest scintilla of sentiment or joy.
If there was one Infinitesimal thought
that entered any mind It was that
no cooking, no sweeping, no dish-
washing desecrated the homestead on
the holy Sabbath day; Innocuous
volumes from the Sunday school
library all'about Satan and the fun he
wns always having with lost souls,
readings from the Bible and the com-
mentaries, theological dissertations
and conundrums, and tales from the
lives of noted missionaries and other
sacred and sagacious adventurers be-
ing the standard Sabbath regimen In-
stead.

In his own liberal and respectfully
conservative way, Judge Knight con-
vinced every member of the. Sunset
club that nt the foundation of the
greatest enterprises throughout the

United States the most successful in-

dustries, the best school education, the
most religious thought, the broades;

and noblest patriotism, the- greatest
freedom of thought and the liveliest
and genulnest brotherhood of men was
the Puritanism of New England, so
often reviled by the unthinking, but
that has. ever occupied a rare place at

the hands of all historians. Tiresome
as was Sunday, indeed, the agreeable

judge believed any man unhappy

whose memory did not treasure that
same Puritan Sabbath of his childhood
as a sacred thing and a day set apart

from its fellows with a distinct and
fragrant aroma of its own. The most

Irreligious of men have a tender corner
of memory and hold a reverent side to-

(ward the piety of venerated parents;

they take a certain pride in the fact
that there was religion In the family,
unmindful of the presumption that
their own descendants may Inherit

1 their preference for orthodox ancestry,

j Why, only a few days agoIheard an
'old southerner who hnd been In many
battles during the CiVH war and In
many Jtcrlmmnges with John Barley-
corn since, and who can swear to a
Flanders' cavalry officer's tnste, nay:
"My parents, thank heaven, were
church-goers. Yes, »lr; they were tie*
vout,all the way through. They were
always' up with the lark on Sunday-

mornings breathing in the sanctity of
Sabbath air and leading the flighty

!rrlnds of all tire young folk along wor-
jshlpful lines."

Whether we nre or whether we are
'not Ina transition period, or whether
the holiness of Sunday has been
Knocked Into smithereens passeth the

J understanding of the writer. That
theater-going, horse racing, football
end baseball playing, automobiling and
yachting and other former exclusively

,wtek day recreations are permitted In
all the western cities is palpable on
every hand. That churches are being
reared more numerously and more pre-
'tentlously than ever before is also an
undeniable fact. But the preachers of
old have all passed away, and Ifany
remain they have lost their influence
and control. They preach from the
same old texts, to be sure, but they
impart no old-time fervor nor sacred
significance.
"Itis so much easier not to do than

to do," nnid an Episcopal clergyman to
the writer a few days ago, which meant
that he preached not according to the
dictates of his conscience but according

to the promptings of his reasoning
faculties.

With exquisite pathos and Impres-
slveness of monotone the Judge con-
fessed that the "hours were tiresome
and dfeary and long," the services
were monotonous nnd continuous, the
dinners were frugal and cold. 'But,
nevertheless, viewing In retrospective
vleta the Sunday of our fathers, or in

prospective decadence the Sunday of
our children, there seems every reason
that the Puritan holiness of the day if.
vanishing by evaporation and that
Jonathan Kihvardsism is entirely

knocked out. .•'\u25a0.'~.Considerable fire has resulted from Prescott's con-
tact with Flint. Whether it will result in a red-hot
Republican fight la a question both interestfng and
amusing, to the Democrats of California.

Last week was devoted chiefly to oiling the ma-
chinery of the new municipal administration. Tomor-
row the fullhead of steam willbe turned on and itwill
be interesting to watch the play of the gearing.

A dispatch from Washington says "Secretary Mor-
ton will sign a contract for four submarine boats." It
ia supposed that there will be no provision in the
specifications for either the smokestack or the "cow-
catcher."

In his third and last effort the president succeeded
in forcing through the senate the appointment of W. I).
Crum, the negro collector of the port at Charleston.
The presidential lash has more sting in it since the
election. California should supply a large proportion of the

sugar consumed in the United States and the time is
not far distant when it will supply it

There seems to be no doubt that Southern California
is better adapted than any other portion of the United
States for supplying the American market with sugar.
The demand for the product may be understood from
the fact that this country now Imports more than
2.000,000 tons of sugar yearly. The quantity of beet
sugar produced in the United States last year was but
little more.than 200,000 tons, while Germany produced
about ten times as much, withRussia and Austria going
above the mark of 1,000,000 tons each and France close
to that figure.

The result of all this labor is the conclusion that
abundant sunshine combined with low moan tempera-
ture during the beet growing months are the primary

conditions. Upon these factors depend chiefly the per-
centage of beet saccharine, which is the essential
matter inbeet sugar production.

After five years of research and experimentation the
chemists of the agricultural department have found
just what conditions are essential to success In the beet
sugar production. They have covered the whole line of
investigation, including conditions of temperature, hours
of sunshine and cloudiness, elevation and latitude, etc.
These studies embrace the whole range of country in
the United States worth testing for this particular in-
dustry, ranging from the Atlantic to the Pacific coast.

An announcement of far-reaching Importance to
Southern California has just been made by the chem-
istry division of the federal department of agriculture.
The gist of the statement is the evidence that this
section of the country Is pre-eminently adapted for the
beet sugar industry. That is to say, the natural con-
ditions requisite for cultivation of the sugar beet to
best advantage are moro nearly ideal in Southern Cali-
fornia than in any other part of the United States.

IDEALSUGAR PRODUCING REGION

The Colorado Republicans graciously allow the Dem-
ocrats three of the fifteen members ot the committee
who are to canvass the election returns. There Is noth-
ing small about those Centennial Republicans— in the
matter of their own share.

A lively fight for of San Francisco's gas busi-
ness is promised as a result of the Standard Oil com-
pany's eutry into the field. Itis intimated that the price
of gas may drop to 50 cents per thousand. What a
thud such a drop would cause inLos Angeles!

A supreme court decision just rendered in Nebraska
ia likely to be a serious backset to attempts in progress
in several states to introduce the beet sugar industry.
The Nebraska legislature passed an act givinga bounty
on sugar beets grown in the state. The law now is
declared unconstitutional.

It la said that preparations have been In progress
three years for the temperance crusade that is to begin
soon in Los Angeles. There is nothing so important
aa thorough readiness for a campaign of any kind. The
temperance people evidently have studied the. military
methods of the Japanose.

A dispatch from San Francisco tells of "a pretty
nnd stylishly dressed woman" who was arrested there
for passing spurious checks on Los Angeles and San
Bernardino banks. It is stated that "she laughs at the
charges against her." Ifshe were homely it would be
no laughing matter for her in San Francisco.

In a suit Involving a branch of the beef trust the
argument ia advanced that the trust does not conflict
with Interstate commerce because "the business la con-
fined entirely to Chicago." That does not tally with
the flaming advertisements about the trust's line of
business extending "from ranch to consumer."

"A resident of the Sixth ward reports that a repre-
sentative of the gaa company notified all the house,
holders Inhis block a few days ago that there would
be no more extensions of gas mains in the ward "so
long as the councllmen manifest a disposition to inter-
fere with the affairs of the company." if that is true
it affords another reason why the pending lighting or-
dinance should bo passed with jarring quickness.

According to the new building ordinance no structure
willbe permitted in Los Angeles hereafter that is moro
than eight stories high. The wisdom of that restriction
Is not apparent. In proportion to the increase of land
values in the business heart of any city Itbecomes nec-essary to erect taller buildings. It has been demon-
Btrated that buildings much higher than eight storiesare as safe as two-story structures when the modern
steel frames are Introduced.

A dispatch from New York states that "Dr. Heber
1 .Newton, the eminent divine, has created a bigsensation•in the, religious world by declaring his belief in uplrlt-

uali^ni." Only total strangers to Dr. Newton's sayings
could be surprised by such a declaration. He is vice
president of the Liberal Congress of Religions, and he Is
described as "noted for radical liberality of religious
views frequently expressed in,sermons." He is the
author of a work on Christian Science,

This forceful and convincing speech by Senator Bard
presents the statehood Issue In a new light from the
judicialviewpoint and Is Impressive as a general appeal
for the right. There is re&Bon to believe that the speech
will have a .powerful Influence In convincing senatora
that it would be en outrage to force Arijoua Into the
statehood yoke with New Mexico,

Then followed tbls earnest plea to the senate: "I
am pleading for Arizona; not that she may now be
exalted to the rank and dignityof a sovereign state of
the union, but that she may be spared the humiliation
of being deprived of her separate autonomy, which has
been recognized for more than forty-one years, and that
she may not suffer the degradation which this bill pro-
poses to inflict by forcing her people against their
wUb.es and protest, under circumstances which are be-
yond their power to prevent and upon unequal terms, to
be Joined forever with her sister territory of New
Mexico."

It was a cogent argument in favor of Arizona's au-
tonomy that Senator Bard made on Friday inhis speech
before the senate. It was an earnest, logical and
judicial plea for the constitutional rights of California's
territorial neighbors. And it was all the more convinc-
ing because of Senator Bard's personal acquaintance
with every phase of the issue involved in the odious Ari-
zona-New Mexico statehood proposition.

One feature of the senator's argument isnew and the
presentation of itmust have been eftective. It is based
on the enabling act whereby Arizona was taken from
New Mexico and made a separate territory in 1863,
forty-one years ago. This provision of the enabling act
was cited by the senator:

"Provided, that nothing In the provisions of this act
shall be construed to prohibit the congress of the United
States from dividing said territory or changing its
boundaries in such manner and at such times as It may
deem proper." ;\u2666•'\u25a0;',

It willbe noted that the provision clearly defines
iho power rese^ed by congress, and hence the absence
of any provision for destroying the territory's autonomy
\u25a0virtually indicates that no such authority is reserved.
But that is not ail. As pointed out by Senator Bard,
in every one of the twelve acts creating territorial gov-
ernments passed by congress from 1836 to 1863, ex-
cepting only the act relating to the territory of Wash-
ington, there was a "reservation of the right to attach
any portion of the territory to any other state or ter-
ritory of the United States."

Itis ovident, therefore, that to deprive Arizona of its
autonomy after forty-one years of territorial independ-
ence, and to merge it substantially in New Mexico,
would be not only an outrage upon the people of the
territory but a clear violation by congress of its own
compact.

Senator Bard made an eloquent appeal from hla
standpoint as a Californian for our neighbors on the
other side of the Colorado river. He said: "As my
residence is in the southern part of California, which is
especially thus closely connected with Arizona,Ihave
the opportunity of knowing the sentiment of the peo-
ple in respect to statehood."

SENATOR BARD'S PLEA FOR ARIZONA

The occurrence of four distinct
earthquake shocks in San Francisco, in
Oakland and around the bay during

the past week has again set the public
mind to speculating about what has
always been a bugaboo in this state.
Singularly enough, 4he temblor has
been associated with the name of Cali-
fornia since the American occupation;
and this though, since the opening of
the nineteenth century, there has been
more destruction of property from
earthquakes in Massachusetts than in
the Golden state, and there has-been
fifty times more havoc from seismic
disturbances in South Carolina than in
the Pacific states of the Union. Though
this is true, doubtless tens of thousands
of people, who had intended to settle
Inthe Golden state changed their minds
in early days, on account of the sup-
posed prevalence of the dreaded tem-
blor hereabouts; and other thousands
have gone back to the east on account
of occasional shakes. The popular ex-
pression forty years ago was that a
California earthquake was much such
a thing as has been so frequently re-
ported from Guatemala and other Cen-
tral American countries, where multi-
tudes of people were killed and whole
cities blotted out.

The most destructive earthquake as
respects loss of life that ever occurred
on that part of the Pacific coast which
now forms a portion of the United
States was at San Juan Caplstrano,
about sixty miles south of Los Angeles.
It was some time during the war of
1812, and it owed its fatality to the
fact that Hervices were being held in
the old mission church at the time.
The temblor shook the roof down upon

the worshipers, and many of them were
killed. The same disasters have fre-

quently occurred in Central and South
America, owing to the fact that the
holding of divine services and the ad-
vent of the eut-thquake were coincident,
or the people had fled to the churches
for refuge. It can scarcely be pre-

sumed that Providence had a grudge
against the piously inclined.

My First Earthquake , \u0084

Ishiill never forget my first expe-

rience of an earthquake. Itwas la San
Diego, and Iwas occupying a little
building set on uprights, a sort of an-
nex to the hotel of that name, kept by
Captain Daniels. As Iwas editing a
morning newapuper Ikept late, or,
father, early hours. Ihad Just blown
out my light and was settling down to
slumber, when Ifelt a violent rocking
and trembling of my bed. Itwas ex-
actly us though some Immense animal
were under the cot and had striven to
rise up, and fallingin the attempt, had
made several .futile efforts to roll out
on to the floor.
Inoticed that Ibecame very sick

at the stomach, a quite usual accompa-

niment of an earthquake, although I
did not know itat the time. Ihad 'no
idea that Iwas being treated to my
lliHt temblor, but got up, lit my lamp
and looked under the bed, fully,expect-
ing to find a monstrous beast of some
kind, which 1was prepared to encoun-
ter, revolver inhand. My surprise was
great to see nothing. Ithen concluded
that my enemy must be under the
hiiuwi and Icurried my Inspection un-
der, the uprights on which It was
built. With the same result. Iwent
to bed and let it go at that. When I
got up in the morningIheard every-
body talking about the earthquake and
Iknew Ihud undergone my seismic
initiation. ;
In those du/s there was In San Diego

an aged Irish schoolmaster whose name
was Joshua Sloane. He lived by hlm-
eeK in an old ramshackle building
built on piles, which latter were very

loose and shaky. The mischievous boys

of San Diego were in the habit of roll-
ing a barrel to a convenient station,

placing a long pole over the barrel and
under Sloane's shanty, and giving the
old gentleman many a violent shake.
He could be heard commending his
soul to his Maker, and would' be up-
town bright and early the next morning

telling the good people how very near
he had been to having his house
shaken down over his ears the previous
night. As nobody ever undeceived him
his earthquake roster grew to be a for-
midable one.

• Earthquake Chat
A great deal of downright conster-

nation was caused in San Francisco
In1868 by the earthquake of that year,
although at a distance it Is hard to
say why. It shook 'good and strong,
although the record of damage to
property and the lose of life were
mere bagatelles. It is a matter of
doubt whether there was any loss of
life at all. Yet it is undoubted that
thousands of people were hanging out
of the windows of' the Occidental
hotel, Lick House and other [ hotels
and private buildings, ready to drop
great distances. It was a most in-
timidating bluff, but fortunately it
was not carried out—the war' did not
come up to the proclamation.

'

It is a curious fact, however, that
that San Francisco shake drove many

people
—

and some of them quite dis-
tinguished people

—
back east. 'A fam-

ily of note arrived at the Occidental
hotel the day; of this Seismic Terror's
advent, and on the next steamer they
started for the. east. Nothing could
keep the. ladies of that family here a
day longer than "was required to re-
embark. That is thirty-seven years
ago, and yet nothing very dreadful
hnt» happend since then.

In 1872 there were a series of earth-
quakes in California which, If• they
had happend in San Francisco, or In
any center of population, would have
had appalling results. Hut fortunately
this coup de theater played its func-
tion In Inyo county, In the town' of
Independence, a place where, at that
time, there were only a few adobe
huts. Within twenty-four hours there
were a couple of hundred shocks,
some of them the genuine temblor
variety. Inall probability If they hac*
occurred in.San Francisco we should
have had something of the Lisbon
disaster of 150 years ago. Hut the
case being altered, that alters the
case. A few cattle suffered from

1these disturbances of the earth's
Icrust and a few enormous cicatrices
'were opened that would have swal-
lowed cathedrals or the Grand Opera
House de Paris had these been there
to be swallowed, but they profited by
that old cadence In the Latin gram-
nun-, Cretera de suut. It is said, how-
ever, that an Inyo ranchero was out
chasing . his colt when the frolicsome
animal suddenly disappeared, and the
said ranchero found himself standing
on the edge of a chasm ten or twelve
feet wide, which seemed to,

A
reach

down to China or bunia other land of
the Orient. This gentleman is 110

longer.hunting cuUb except 1 .In •
this

dream*. • Potential,' ai|^ these earth-
quakes would .have been \u25a0:in ordinary

circumstances they did no appreciable
harm.

While Los Angeles has been abso-
lutely free from any disasters from
earthquakes the Angelic City has had
a couple of scares— one of them hu-
geous or rlpsnortlng, to devise caco-
phonous words to fill the bill. About
twenty years ago Iwas sitting in my

office opposite the old court house
about 9 o'clock in the evening, when
seismic disturbances began. They

were in good form and there was no
nonsense about them. My dog Tip

arose, shook himself and looked me
inquiringly in the eye. The plaster
began to fall pretty freely. Tip
stretched himself, gave a lububrioua
howl and sought further sources of in-
formation in the street outside. Ipar-

took of his curiosity, and followed him.
The streets began to fIUup in all di-

rections. . It ia no exaggeration— nq
straining after effect—to say that the
people of Los Angeles spent the whole
night In the open. There was nothing
cyclopoan going on. The only thing
you' could remark was that, about
every five minutes or so there was a
nice, delicate little earthquake shock.
They were innocent themselves, but
perhaps the'avaunt couriers of seis-
mic giants. Even the dames of the,

half world forsook the red light dis-
trict and roamed up and down the
streets, some of them with canary

bird cages in hand, praying for all
that was out.,Itwas a. night of mortal
terror with timid and emotional peo-
ple, and of concern for everybody. I
had a newspaper to get out and got

it out, but it was a night to be re-
membered by those who had partici-
pated in its vagaries.
; Six or seven years ago we had a
lively "shake" in Los Angeles. It
was strong enough to dislodge a brick
or two from a tower of the city hall.
In falling they came near landing on
Judge Reugan, a well-known lawyer

of this city. The shock was believed
to have caused the death of that gen-
tleman, which occurred soon after and
who was quite aged. Aa in the caae
of the San Francisco city hall in the
earthquake of the other day, a portion
of the pediment of our own city hall
was shaken slightly out of plumb.

There has been much discussion of
the water question in Los Angeles of
late, and very wisely so. The con-
sideration of the question of how beat
to bring from a distance a supply of
the precious fluid which will be ade-
quate to the needs of the Los Angeles
of the future In rightly being con-
sidered by Superintendent Mulholland
and many of our, leading citizens.
There are many eugaclous people wh;>
think that Los Angeles Is destined to
be a city reaching from the moun-
tains to the sea, and that a million of
Inhabitants will, within twenty yeurs,
be grouped between Altadena and Sap

Pedro and Santa Monica., The meas-
ures- necessary to take care of these
urban and suburban multitudes should
be taken at once.

Meanwhile there are certain features
of our meteorological environment that
are extremely Interesting and instruc-
tive. The people of Los Angeles are
short In the usual allotment of rainfall
about sixty Inches In the last ten
years. While there can be no certainty
In such a matter, It<l» quite likelythat
the weather,< clerk ',may make up this
deficit in the average mean precipita-
tion,iIt willin all likelihood be spread

! over a period, of years, but that' the
loss willbe made good Ibelieve. \u25a0

In the few remarks Iam about to
make Iwish to separate the question
of supplying a large city with an ade-
quate' water supply from irrigation in
a
'
country like that which' surrounds .

Los Angeles. Ishall not dwell,upon

the Incalculable quantities of water
we have wasted and which we might'
have conserved. Ishall dwell simply;' upon the capabilities of our section
for an extensive agriculture. . V-viVy '

T believe that the average rainfall of
Los Angeels county is about seventeen
inches, andIam perfectly aware that
last year is was only a little more than
half that. But Ithink that the sixty ,
Inches we t.re shy, though itmay take .
time, will come along. There is noth-
ing that bars us out from the thirty
inches in the valleys and ninety in the
mountains of the season of 1831-85. It
the weather clerk pleases he may Bend,

us such a season now." 2?^
Ibelieve that there are regular rain,

cycles in Southern California, and that
the rain precipitation inLos Angeles ia ,. at least seventeen inches a year—about VV.
that of the Sacramento valley. It is

*

true that accurate details of the rain-
fall hereabouts do not go back far
enough to give satisfactory data for

scientific approximation of the rainfall.
The United States weather statistics do .
not go back over thirtyyears and those
of Mr. Ducommun .do not" go much jS
further. But we are helped out by the
fact that tradition says that there wa3

a tremendous downpour in the famous
•49, and that before the two years oC
horrible drouth in the early ,'6o's there
were a number of very wet years. The
probability is that if we "could collect
the statistics of the last sixty years our
standard of a normal yearly rainfall
of seventeen inches needs only four or
five wet years to be maintained." It
must never be forgotten that the old
native Californtans have always

claimed that it was the Americans who
brought the dry weather to this section. .
They were undoubtedly harking back

to the times of the regular cycle.

Itis important that ,oiir intelligent
eagerness to provide for a fine and
ample municipal water supply should

not be misconstrued into discrediting

the ability of industrious farmers 'to

raise satisfactory crops in many por-

tions of Southern California without
irrigation and In years of scanty rain-
fall. Isaw a splendid corn crop raised

to the west of Agricultural park in a
pretty dry year, 1875, and when th»
ground was plowed after the last rain-
fall. There was . no irrigation, iand
there were neither wells nor

'
ditches

'

to give any. In the famous season of
drouth, 1876-77. Farmer Flood raised
splendid crops of grain when the rain-
fall was only 485 inches. ., Flood knew
his business, the crops were put

'
in

properly, and every drop .of rulnfall
wag made to count. In.the neighbor- '*\u25a0

Ingcounty of -Ventura, there have been
yours of no great rainfall In which
men have, been known to pay lU un
acre forbean landa and receive. $100 an
acre clear profit for their crop. ".

Iindulge• in:these reminiscences .to
let Uu>se who are, not familiar' with
Southern California know, that lands
without a water right are often exceed-
inglyvaluable. There Inno doubt what-
ever that Southern California needs v
great, old-time drenching. Let us hop»
that we shall set U this year, unit that
the old-tlmo cycle willcome along, 'and,
for ray partIbelieve itUon thu way.

EARTHQUAKES AND THE RAINFALL
Personal Experiences of Cot Joseph D. Lynch
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France and Morocco are reported as having settled
their recent misunderstanding, but no particulars are
given. Itia suspected that France Intimated a purpose
to tan Morocco.

With three senatorial aspirants from Southern Cali-
fornia and four from San Francisco a lively scrimmage
may be expected when the voting begins in the legisla-

ture.

While the number of tourist arrivals is exceptionally
large at the beginning of the post-holiday season this
year, such increase willbe more marked hereafter for
the reasons noted above.

Tourists who come here for a stay of a few weeks
t.re surprised now by the metropolitan character of Los
Angeles and Its environs, and also by the sprightly mod-
ern appearance of the minor communities. In this
city they find hotels, stores, theaters and the like quite
on a level with the best they are familiar with in the
large cities of the eastern states. Hence they are in-
clined to prolong their stay beyond original expectation,
and there is an ever increasing proportion of them who
determine to come hero for permanent residence.

The population of Los Angeles alone Is increasing

at the rate of more than 15,000 a year, and hence tens
of thousands of letters are added each year to the num-
ber of the preceding year telling friends "back east"
of the wonders of this favored land. Added to this In-
crease in the distribution of Information abroad nre sev.
eral elements calculated to enlarge the volume of travel
in this direction. Among them are the great advance-
ment in railway accommodation and the comforts of
travel, the growing attractions of our coast resorts and
the passing of the provincial character which distin-
guished all the cities and towns of Southern California
not many years ago.
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