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NEW CHURCH FOR
GITY OF ANGELS

REV. ARTHUR PHELPS BEGINS
HIS DUTIES HERE

Initial Sermon at the Central Baptist
Is Delivered on the Subject,
“What I1s a Church
For?"

The Rev. Arthur 8. Phelps, the new
pastor of the Central Baptist church,
preached his initial sermon at the first
service in the new church at Pico and
Alvarado streeta yesterday wmorning.
The Rev. Mr. Phelps preached on
“What Ig a Church For?' He pre-
gented his topic In the form of an
acrostic, dwelling upon each letter of
the word “Church.” He sald in part:

“The points which I wish to make
this morning will be more readily re-
membered if we throw them into the
form of an acrostic. Let each letter
of the word ‘Church’ preach a sermon
to us,

“The first letter, C, certainly stands
for ‘Charity.’ Charity of mind, a sin-
cere respect for the convictions of those
who differ from us in their religious
w’lnlnnn. A man who was inclined to
be critical asked me the other day
why there are so many different de-
nominations when all have the same
general end in view, and I told him
that it was for the same reason that
there are different parties in politics—
because we are human. Let us not ba
like the woman who said her church
would be a great deal stronger if it
hadn't s0o many other denominations to
contend against. Let our desire for the
prosperity of every body of God's peo-
ple be sincere and cordial, There are
too many great public enemies for us
to turn our guns upon without wasting
our ammunition firing at one another.
" “H stands for ‘Home.’ Charity be-
gins at home. Let this beautiful new
church, which you have struggled s«
faithfully to build, be a spiritual fire-
side, where the stranger shall forget
his loneliness in the warmth of human
svmpathy and where the broken-
hearted shall drop their burden at
Christ's feet and bear a song away.

In Union Is Strength -

“UU means ‘Unity.,) A home divided
cannot stand, In ecclesiastical arith-
metic long division is followed by sub-
traction. One of the things that drew
me to become your pastor was the re-
port of the loving fellowship that pre-

" vails among you. Your chief concern
is that your individual wills shall be
lost in the will of the majority.

“R stands for ‘Righteousness.’ Some-
times we ministers are a good deal

E more proud of our members on Sun-
day than we are on Monday. God uses
your yardsticks to measure you by; heé
uses your scales to weigh you in. Less
skyey religion and more sidewalk
Christianity is the need of the day.

“Let C stand for ‘Christlikeness.’” Let
the secret place of the Most High make
beautiful the pubiic place of the most

low. Let the perfume of heaven glorify
the garments of daily toil, bompnn-
ionship begets likeness.

“Then will the final letter, H, stand

for ‘Heaven.’ As one has said, ‘The
way to heaven is heaven all the way.
There -is no home in heaven without
heéaven in the home. If we would have
heaven beyond the grave, let us prac-
tice' it here,”

——

TESTIMONIALS AT
MURPHY MEETING

The abolishing of Ascot park as a
gambling resort was one of the watch-
words of the Murphy meeting last
evening.

Blanchard hall was vacked as usual
with people interested in the temper-
ance cause. Arthur Letts presided. In
his remarks he expresed hig desire to
see Ascot park abandoned as now con-
ducted.

C. Lamb led the music. Miss Well-
man sang a solo, with.violin accom-
paniment by Miss Bovard, Miss Belle
Martin sang a solo., Mr, Lamb alsgo
tendered a vocal solo,

Francis Murphy spoke in his usual
encouraging manner, with the motto
that all success in the temperance
cause rested in the love of God.

B. F. Johnson said that hé had
signed the pledge because he loved
his family, because intemperance was
injuring him and for the sake of de-
ceney,

Henry Stephens said that the tem-
perance cause was'a tremendous pow-
er for good and that all should aid
each other.

Frank Finlayson sald that legis-
lative laws could do much, but that
love could accomplish more good than
4 inything else,

Mr, Groves spoke of the evils of in-
temperance and the methods an in-
temperate man resorted to in receiving
kig family and friends,

¢, Wynne sald that he loved good
horses, but wished to see the gambling
element at Ascot park abolished.

Mr. De la Monte advised young men

not to do anything of which they
would be ashamed, and that they
might be assured that their friends

would find it out,

Mr. Faroat sald it was God's great
plan to work along the lines of tem-
perance gospel werk,

Col. Merrick spoke a few encourag-
ing words regarding the great tems-
perance cause,

Messrs. Lamb, Ryan, Doyle and
Swope made short addresses, as did
also Mrs. Francis Murphy.

At the close of the service a large
number signed the temperance pledge.
The majority of the audience signed
the petition for the abolition of Ascot
park.
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GITY SWEPT BY

RELIGIOUS FERVOR

(Continned from Page Three)
whom he is asociated; his opportunities
are spent and self respect gone, Vowsa
to family and friends all broken, he
goes as a wreck on the seas of time,”

MINISTER EXPLAINS HIS
CHANGE OF OPINIONS

Rev. Ben]amin Fay Mlll: Tells How
the World Is Outgrowing Ora
thodox Church
Rev. Benjamin Fay Mills spoke yes-
terday in Masonic hall to audiences
that,filled the hall to its utmost capac-
ity. In the morning when Mr. Mills
spoke on “What Must I Do to Re
Saved?’ standing room was rare, and
in the evening every seat was filled in
two minutes after the doors were
opened and hundreds of people were

forced to turn away. ¢

Mr. Mills chose for his subject last
evening, by special request, “Why I
Changed My Religious Opinions.” He
sald in part:

A1 do not ordinarily obtrude on my
congregations my personal experiences.
But there may come a time when a
man's experience should be public prop-
erty. I am teld by eminent ministers
in this city that numbers of people here
and elsewhere are Jlooking to me for
assistance in thnelr spiritual perplexi-
ties, and T have concluded that I owe
it to them and to others to make a plain
statement as to why and how I have
changed my religious opinions. I will
need to divide this into two sections, so
that this evening my topic will be “Why
My Opinions Were Changed,” and next
Sunday morning ‘What I Believe,” or,
‘How 1 Have Altered My Views.'

“My obinions were changed because
I grew in mental and moral spiritual
development until the conceptiong of my
childhood and of the childhood of the
race were as inappropriate to my pres-
ent position as a child's clothes would
be to a man. I can say, as Paul did,
‘When 1 was a child I thought as a
child; but when I became a man I put
away childish things.' The causes of
my growth were three.

“First, personal. Intellectually the
old conceptions of God, man and the
universe became no longer tenable. No
reputable university or high school
teaches the old doctrine of the creation
of the world in six days, that the hu-
man race descended from one pair and
that death and sin entered the world
on account of the sin of Adam and
Eve. In fact, no modern man, In or
out of the churches, believes in the fall
of man. But the whole of the old dog-
matic system of mechanicals salvation
from an imaginary hell of endless tor-
ment depends on faith in man's fall
and his need of special redemption.

“The second reason is a greater one,
namely, that I am part of great
world movement. Every time is a crisis,
but there are great days when an old
world passes away and a new world
comes into existence. We of the yan-
guard are not producing this world
advance—we are produced by it and
are a constituent part of it, New light
is breaking from the eternal word of
God. We are on the upward arc of a
circle,

a

Began Life Anew
“But.the greatest cause of my theo-
logical enlightenment was because [
belleve it to be my mission to fill what

place I may in helping in this new
birth of humanity. Like Paul, in my
youth, ‘after the strictest sect of our
religion, I lived a Pharisee.' 1 drank

in theology with my mother's milk. In
my religious experience I learned all
that is knawn or can be known of the
power of the old dogmas and the old
ecclesiasticism. 1 was a pastor of or-
thodox churches for ten years, east
and west, in country and city. I was
ten years an evangelist with a national
mission,

“In my growth I have not sought my
own advantage. From a worldly point
of view I had nothing to gain and
everything to lose. I was like a suc-
cessful business man who for con-
sclence sake should throw away the ac-
cumulations of years and begin life
anew. The large, easily secured finan-
clal reward that always follows a suc-
cessful evangelist was mine, and a
perpetual golden river poured its treas-
ures through my hands, People whom
I honored and loved, loved and hon-
ored me. My work had not reached its

zenith. I might have mapped out en-
gagements for five years, selected from
a thousand eager cities. An invitation
from thirteen hundred of the leading
pastors and laymen of Great Britain
was tendered me. Thirty letters from
India called me to extend my efforts to
the other side of the globe.

“Why did I take a counse that caused
my friends to mourn for me, that
changed the enthusiastic admirers into
critics, that caused the golden stream
to cease? It was because I looked at
the earthquakes and the whirlwind and
found that God was not in them and
because I heard a still, small voice that
=aid to me as distinctly as it said to
Abraham, ‘Up! Get thee out of thy
country and from thy kindred and from
thy father's house, unto a land that
I will show thee." The view I have of
life is unspeakably attractive, A city
pastor sald to me last week, ou are
the saddest man I ever sew., What
could he mean by that? No man on
earth could express the infinite satis-
faction of my present life. For what
is essential in every noble conception
of Christ, I know no one who could
surpass my appreciation of him, but
while I love the.Christ much, I love
humanity more, and I would not for
any bribe or threat deny the divine
potency of one soul, Jew or heathen or
so-called infidel, each one inevitable,
each one here as divinely as any is
here,

“I am told that prayers havesbeen of-
fered the past week for my conversion.
They have been answered. I am thor-
oughly converted to the efficacy of the
great gospel, of the absolute sufficiency
of the life of trustful love. There are
enough who believe it to be their busi-
ness to conserve the old and outgrown
and to minister to those who hold fast
to the ancient dogmas.

“Richard Wagner said, ‘Some people
in the world are asleep; but some are
waking. I work for those who are
awaking,” So say I. ‘With malice
toward none, but with charity toward
all I fling my flag to the kindly breeze
of human progress. I believe the best
I can think; ‘nelng fully persuaded that
if my thoughts be untrue, it is only
because greater facts are true which
I cannot yet appreciate.

Great Work Going On

“I believe in illimitable faith, in uni-
versal hope, and in omnipotent love.
If I die the great work will still go
on. 1 comgratulate this large, enthusi-
astic audience this evening. 1 con-
gratulate this Fellowship, the church
of the present, ‘a union of those who
love in the service of those who suf-

fer.,! The future is yours.
“A brother prayed for me, in my
presence, this last week, with tears,

that I might ‘go back.' Do not, dear
friend. Pray that I may look up and
not dewn and go forward and not back-
ward,
“I can anticipate what I shall say
next Sunday morning by giving you,
in the words of another, the convic-
tions that I hold supreme: ‘Freedom
of Reason and Freedom of Conscience,
the Method in Religion, instead of
Tradition and Awuthority; Fellowship,
the Spirit in Religion, instead of Sec-
tarianism; Service, the Aim in Religion,
instead of Salvation for Self; Charac-

ter, the Test in Religion, instead of
Ritual or Creed."”

University District
Dr. W, E. Blederwolf spoke to the

usual large audience in the University
district last night. The speaker took
his text from Matthew 27:23: “What
ghall I then do with Jesus which ig
called the Christ.,” During the meet-
ing there were about a hundred con-
versions and at an after meeting thera
were twenty-five more,

—_———— ., ——

You Can Be Convinced,

1f some one should tell you fifty times

that Chamberlain’s Pain Balm relieves
rheumatic pains and that many have
been permanently cured by it, you
might still be only half convinced. Give
that linlment a trial, however, and ex-
perience the c¢uick rellef from pain
which it affords, and you would be
fully satisfied of its great value,

———re—————

Change In Schedule
On and after Saturday, February dth, the
$Salt Lake Route train, which has heretofors
left Los Angeles for Long Beach and San
Pedro at 65:00 p. m. will lsave at 4:45 p. m.
dally, making conneotion with Catalina
steamer on Baturday only. The traln which
now leaves Ban Pedro at 6:10 m, dally
will leave on and after February 4th at 5:45
p. m, and arvive in Los Angeles at 6:30 p. m.
making daily connection with steamer trom
Catalina.
———
They Are Superfine.
“The nicest and pleasantest medicine
1 have used for indigestion and consii-
pation 18 Chamberlain's Stomach and
Liver Tablets,” says Melard F. Craig,
of Middlegrove, N. Y. “They work like
a charm and do not gripe or have any
unplnunt effect,"”
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...OF ARIZONA....

EXCURSIONS

s O i

Two more opportunities to
visit this greatest and grand-
est of natural wonders and
enjoy the luxury of living at
El Tovar, the new quarter-
million dollar hotel at Grand

$25

ROUND
TRIP

Full Inform

ation

February lith and 22nd

Tickets good going on all
trains on dates named, and
ten days to return. Limit
extended to 30 days on pay-
ment of $10 more. Rate from
all So. California Santa Fe
stations will be $25 round trip.

at Santa Fe Ticket Office
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