
EXTRAORDINARY JAPANESE TRICK

The czar has an income of $1000 per
hour, the sultan $850, the emperor of
Austria, $500, the kaiser $450, the king

of the Belgians $85, and the president
of the United States $7.50.

Every Inhabitant of London eats 173
pounds of potatoes in a year. APar-

isian consumes on an average but for-
ty-nine pounds per annum. ,

NEW YORK'S SKY LINE

THE sky. line of New York.'Is, \u25a0of
course, absolutely unique •.among
the cities of the world. •The:bulld«

Ings are for the most part so crowded
together and so high that an extended

EARLIEST NEWSPAPER

The first dally newspaper was a
manuscript letter written by. salaried
correspondents and forwarded by them
every twenty- four hours from London

to the provinces. That was Inthe days

of the early Stuarts. During the com-
monwealth these London letters were
printed in type and circulated In large
numbers. .Even so long ago as 1680
the law of libel was such as to be char-
acterized by Judge Scroggs as making

any newspaper publication' illegal and
tending to provoke a breach of tha
peace. ;•\u25a0•,;\u25a0

'THE shores of the Mediterranean
I abound in beautiful scenes .where

the beauty of nature is enhanced
by the picturesque grouping of build-
ings nnd elaborate gardens. Herewith
Is reproduced one of the' most beautl-

ful of \u25a0 these | scenes, framed '\u25a0perfectly
in anatural frame of-rock.' By.a curl-
cus chance the mouth of this 'opening

In the rock Is so formed that itIncludes
a scene from 'within,' a' picture -of per-

fect composition.
"

.'\u25a0.\u25a0•\u25a0'A':-':']

THE COSTLY BELL OF BURMAH
If one tried to put a price upon the

huge bell of Burmah he might say It
wag worth $100,000 In the coin of our
land. This would be $300,000 In the
money value of the Buddhist. But Its
value Is really priceless to these people

for It Is under the direct tutelage of
Buddha, and they think It would be
Impossible for It to be tnken from
them. They tell of nn attempt by the
English In 1824, when Burnish was
captured nnd Invaded. The great bell
wail hoisted upon a wagon drawn by
maify elephants nnd oxen and driven

down to the shore of the Irrawarty.
The bell was placed upon the deck of
a vessel and the sails set, when the
Invisible* hand of Buddha Intervened
and .thn bell slipped from the deck of
the vessel and snnk In the mud of the
river. Long nfter the natives recov-
ered It with almost superhuman effort
and restored It to the sacred pavilion.

The bell wns enst so many years ago|

that the natives say, "Thousands upon
thousands of years in the time of yes-
terday was made the holy bell." When
the bell was cast people came from
miles around bringing their money and
metnls to the vast caldron. Amid the
cries and chants to the god Buddha,

the metals were flung Into the caldron
to be melted. In the frenzy of the re-
ligious enthusiasm the warriors
wrenched thelr 4swords from their Jew-
eled scabbards and flung them into the
mass of metals already melting. Rich
merchants and their wives, who had
come thither In all their richest attire
and costliest jewels, tore off bracelets,
rings and irdlcs and flung them into
the caldron. The poor added ,their

mites of coins, tawdry ornaments, be-
trothal mementoes and love .trinkets,
and even the children with an exulta-
tion, they little understood gave their
much prized toys of metal, doll god-
desses and toy swords.

NATURAL PICTURE FRAME

LOS ANGELES HERALD SUNDAY SUPPLEMENT.

ODDS AND ENDS OF INTEREST FROM FAR AND NEAR
CARNEGIE LIBRARYAT STRATFORD CHINESE EXECUTIONER

IN China executions are still carried
on by the primitivemethod of sev-
ering the head from the body by

means of a great sword. The opera-
tion la performed by a public execu-

negie, and she opposed Its Introduction
as a resident of the town and a Shake-
speare lover, thinking that no other

man should have a memorial In the

place save the Immortal bard. Her
arguments were biting and able, being

literature as well, but they did not
prevail. •

MARIE
CORELLI, the dlstln-'

guished authoress, though she Is
a lover of other books besides

her own, still coinbatted the erection of
this fine library building at Stratford-
on-Avon with all her literary and com-
bative talent. Tha library was pre-
sented to the town by Andrew Car-

RIVER OF ICE

OF THE remnants of the great Ice
age the glaciers of Switzerland
are the most familiar examples.

These great, slow moving Ice fields
have been pictured In various ways,

The work Is executed in relief on
many kinds of hard or precious stones,

but especially on the chalcedonlc vari-
ety of quartz and on shells. The
cameo cutter himself prefers onyx be-
cause of the dark and light layers

which throw out In bold relief a white
head against a black background. He
evolves a picture by removing that por-

tion of the white stratum remaining

after the head has been completed.
Sapphire blocks are used, as are car-
nelian, turquoise, amethyßt and numer-
ous precious stones. There Is always a
great danger of the latter breaking
and their durability, too, is not great.

The nrt of cameo carving Is nn ex-
ceedingly difficult one nnd one which
requires an eye almost like a micro-
scope nnd a very delicate touch. The
carver must be an nrtlst In soul and
as skilled a craftsman us a watch-
maker. He must know how to model
and draw and he must have ft knowW
edge of chemistry «o us to remove
•offending spot*. All the tools used by
the c-nmeo carver nre but ft handful.
The little pointed Instrument* resemble
those used by a dentist, and Indeed It
was from the cameo carver's kit that
the dentists got many of their Idea*
when the tools they now use first enme
to be manufactured. The drills vary
in thickness according to the portion
cf the design or figure to be executed;

some. are the size of a fine cambric
needle. The worker sits before a wheel

turned by a pedal; the tools occupy r

small corner of the table surface on
which the worker's hand rests whilo
he holds the shaped stone or shell be-
neath the needle-like drill. The work
Is very exacting. He can do only a
few hours' work at a time as
thing, because of the tension upon

his nerves.

CAMEO CARVING

The business of college education Is
one' of the greatest businesses of the
country. The 426 colleges and univer-
sities, in which are enrolled 175,000
students, represent an Invested capllu!

of $250,000,000 and give employment to
25,000 persons us teachers and officers.

It has been estimated that tourists
of all kinds spend every year In Italy

something like 160,000,000, or nearly
$200,000 a day. Considering the popula-

tion and comparative poverty of Italy,
this is a crop well worth cultivating

and ought to make the Italians most

careful to protect their ancient monu-
ments from Injury. The Italian may

personally prefer a smart new boule-
vard to a narrow street of ruinous old
palaces, but he may be quite sure that

the world willnot spend $200,000 a day

In order to see new boulevards. The

central government might well form a
commission for preserving the ameni-

ties of Italy, and give It an absolute
veto. ln regard to all "improvements"
contemplated In Rome and the other
great towns.

MONEY SPENT ABROAD

Russia, with a population of 127,000,-
000, has only 18,334 physicians. In the
United States, with• a -population oC
about 75,000,000, there are 120,000 physi-
cians.

A statistician has arrived at the con-
clusion that J25.000.000 is spent yearly
by the public of London on cabs.

UNUSUAL WAVE PHOTOGRAPH

tfoner who from long experience does 1

his work quickly, cutting oft a head at
a single blow. The executioner whose

photograph is reproduced herewith has
a record of .more than 3000 heads to

his credit or discredit.

view so far as the camera is concerned
is virtually out of the question.' The
accompanying illustration is •'from ja
photograph taken from ;an elevation
of more than three hundred' feet.' '": •

HISTORIC BABY BOTTLES
Bottles for babies date back to re-

mote antiquity. Most people are of the
opinion thaffeediig bottles for babies
must be an Invention of modern times.
According to

'
Professor Mosby, how-

ever, this' ls not the case. This gentle-
man, who was 'lecturing recently be-

fore an antiquarian society, stated that
It was the custom among the Greeks
for the nurses to carry a sponge fullof
honey in a small pot to keep the chil-

dren from crying. The professor went
on to say that there are two Greek
vases in the British museum, dating

from 700 B. C, which closely resemble
the feeding bottles used subsequently
by the Romans. In the old Roman
cemetery of St. Sepulchre, Canterbury,

a feeding bottle of bright red polished
ware was dug up in 1861, and Professor
Mosby came to the conclusion that this
bottle must have been buried with the
little Roman child to whose wants It
had administered during the child's
lifetime. \u25a0:,:,',

\u25a0\u25a0

but the accompanying Illustration is
.unique in several respects. The point
of view of the camera lends to the

glacier the appearance of a great

stream or river of ice. The movement
of the Ice flow is somewhat less than

that of a similar body of water, or but
a few Inches a year.

A Chinese inventor has recently per-

fected a' weapon: which the mandarins
at Pekln think willcause . terror in
the hearts of, the invaders, and an or-
der has been issued for 'the manufact-

ure of a large supply, to be. distributed
throughout the army. Aeording to

a description that appears in the Chin-
ese papers this terrible weapon is a
combination of spear and shovel. ; At

one end of a pole there is a large, sharp

spike,;such as knights of mediaeval
times used to carry. 'At the other end
there :is a shovel, or spade, with a

blade about eight inches wide, which
can be 'used both as an intrenching
tool and as a weapon. Itis especially
handy in beheading prisoners, and all

the Chinese soldier has to do Is to stick
the pike at one end of his pole through

the body of his enemy and then turn

around and cut oft the head with the

shovel. Instead. of sending the inven-

tor of
'
this terrible weapon to The

Hague to represent China at the peace
conference the Empress Dowager re-
warded him with a button of the sec-
ond class.

NEW WEAPON OF WAR

find every mood, and beauties that go

on endlessly, the one merging into the

other. Here is a combination of land-
scape and seascape in which the waves
are dashing up on a promenade. ItIs
Instinct with force and elemental fury,
but is a splendid picture withal.

ers jealously guard the, secret. Here

is one of the most astonishing acts.
After a run of several feet a man
jumps and lands on a collection of

sharp daggers, as shown in the photo-

graph. There. is not the slightest sign

of cut or abrasion onihis .feet as he

steps on the ground again, though ex-
amination shows that the daggers are
almost needle pointed. . .

The recent, census of jthe natives |In \u25a0

the Transvaal was taken • with;beads.
Each- headman .was furnished-.wlth; a'
number jof beads ,of|different colors,'
and twine on which to string them. -A
Dig- black bead represented

-
an- adult :

married. 1native, .a,big yellow\u25a0'• bead ja
grownup jsingle,man,,a big.blue;bead
a married' woman,, and a -white.bead a1a1

single]- woman} over
'
fifteen

'
years jold.'

A
;

small yellowjbead jstood ;for a |boy,;
and a small white^bead for ja' girl..

The Csarltza has a shawl which she
values. very highly. It was sent!her
by the ladies of.Orenburg/. a.town ,In
Southeastern Russia". •It|reached ';her
ina wooden. box with silver'hooks: and
hinges, the outside being embellished
with .designs,, spears, turbans, ,whips,
etc., on a ground of blue enamel, that '
being the color of the Cossack uniform.
The shawl is about ten yards .square,
butit is so exquisitely line.that It can
be passed through a.ring, and. wheni
folded makes a small parcel of a few
inches only. . .....\u25a0',',.;•.

VALUABLE SHAWL

T"}HOTOGRAPHY has made it poa-
\~ sible to catch every variant moo'l

of nature
—

every variation of light

and shade, of cloud play and wind
swept meadow and forest. Some of the

most impressive "snaps" have been

made of the sea. Therein one may

Religious devotees in the east, in
subjugating the flesh, lie for hours on
the rigid, upturned points of hundreds
of nails, which form a bed of torture

and upoii which their nude bodies are
imposed. Eastern jugglers .do some
things which surpass the feats of the

holy men. Modern science cannot ex-
plain some of them, and the perform-

To raise money for the French treas-
ury the municipal rouncil of La Cour-
tine gravely proposes that a tax should
be levied on every dress a woman pos-

sesses over and above one for every-
day wear and one for Sundays and fete
days.

In France's navy there are forty-five
admirals to 1,760 officers and 41,536 men.
In the army there are 330 generals to
21,488 officers and 640,000 men, while
the marines have seventeen generals
to 2.105 officers and 52,305 men.

The deepest wells in Europe are at

Passy, France, depth 2000 feet; at La
Chapelle, Paris, depth 2950 feet; at

Grenelle, Paris, depth 1798 feet; at Neu-
sahverk, near Mlnden, depth 2288 feet;

at Klssengen, Bavaria, depth 1787 feet;

at Sperenberg, near Berlin, depth 4190

feet, which is said to be the deepest

in the world, and at Pesth, Hungary,

depth 3182 feet. In the United States
there are wells located at St. Louis,

depth 3943 feet; at Louisville, depth

2086 feet; at Columbus,

COMPARATIVE DEPTH OF WELLS

CHRISTMAS CARD FOR THE BLIND

There Is no punishment In France If
the murderer is not

'
discovered 'and

brought to trial within fifteen' years!
A man who a- murder in
Paris • twenty-five years ago has'just
written defiantly to the police, confess-
ing the crime and saying he is about to
return to Paris.

NOVEL SIGN
A HOSPITAL In London has hit

/\u25a0\ upon a novel scheme for preserv-

ing quiet In the streets about It.
It happens that there Is considerable

NESTIN A SKULL

The beer which Is consumed through-
out the world"Inia"single' year ''would
make a lake six feet deep,

' three and
three-quarter miles \u25a0 long, \u25a0' a

'
mile \u25a0 wide,

or 2319 acres Inarea.' Inthis vast/lake
of beer we could easlly'drown/allUhe
English speaking people, 1to the number,

of 120,000,000,,
'
throughout

'" the • 'entire
world.

THE NEW NIAGARA
Although the Falls of Niagara have

held a;pre-eminent position for; years

their fame, or, rather, their preca-

The .Ta'rah'umare people, who live In
the most Inaccessible part of northern
Mexico, are ignorant and primitive,
many still livingincaves. "What vil-
lages they, have are at altitudes of
about 8000 feet above the sea level.
They are a small and wirypeople, with
great'powers of endurance. Their only

food is',"plnoll,"or maize, parched and
ground." They have a peculiar drink,
called' "teshuln," -also produced from
maize and manufactured with consid-
erable ceremony, which tastes like a
mixture of sour milk and turpentine.
Their language is limited to about three
hundred-- words. • Their imperfect

knowledge of. numbers renders them
unable to count beyond ten. Their re-
ligion'seems to be a distorted and Im-
perfect \u25a0 conception of Christian tradi-
tions mixed with some of their own
ideas and supersltlons.

PRIMITIVE AMERICAN RACES

ANCIENT STONE COFFIN

THE
imposing marble mausoleum of

the very wealthyman, which rep-

resents \u25a0 hundreds of thousands
thrown to the vanity of death, Is noth-
ing more than a magnificent develop-
ment of the stone "coffin." This at
one time was an honor that did not
fall to every man. Itwas Just as much
of a distinction as a costly tomb would

traffic In the neighborhood and the
rapid pace of the carriages increases
the noise. A sign has been hung In
front of the hospital on one side of
which Is a caution to drivers to drive
slowly. On the reverse side It reads:
"Thank you, drivers." \u25a0 The sign has
proved very effective.

dence among the :great falls' of • the
world has passed. The Falls of > the
Zambesi must hereafter be ''considered
first. \u25a0 Some Idea of the proportions of
these falls may be had from the state-
ment |that they are; three times" the
size of Niagara. The accompanying
photograph shows the rush, of-the wa-
ter below the falls, which is of much
greater volume . and .swiftness •\u25a0 than
the famous whirlpool'rapids of -Niag-

ara. This chasm is soon tobe spanned
by a bridge which willbe the highest
in the world. '•;'> ,'j

be today. Here! is a fair,sample tof
one, shaped hundreds of years ago. It
contained the! body and the heart of a
mitred abbot of York.

and .other oddß and ends :she filled a
portion of the cavity.;within }the grin-,
ning skull and then proceeded 'to ful-.
till the duties of maternity)by laying
a fine "clutch." Unfortunately for.her
enterprise, ',.the scientist . discovered
what was going on,' and took 'a way. the
skull and its contents, being careful
not to;disturb', the, latter In any way.

At the present, time they, are onex.
hibltlon In the children's room' in' th»
Smithsonian Institution. . .'•,.'".... ..^-^..^,| .-.mi, LiHii-iiMiMciMMfcJBMISJH^MSJB^SWI

IT was by mere chance that a learned
.scientist .belonging , to, the Smith-
sonian Institute In Washington left

a human skull on a shelf near a win-

dow which had a broken pane. Adisk
shaped piece ,'of the back 'part, of:the
grewsome relic had |been neatly, sawed
out forsome purpose not explained, and
a wren, flying in through the broken
window,' thought that' it was an excel-
lent place to build a neet. With straw

On a rough average
'
forty-five thou-

sand sovereigns pass over, the Bank of
England counters dally. ,

The largest stone ever quarried came
from a granite ledge inMaine to eerve
as one of the columns ,to.support .the
dome of the Cathedral of St. John the
Divine. The stone was 64 feet in length,

Bft feet thick' and 7 feet -wide, its
weight being 310 tons

In the Island of New •Guinea, or
Papua, the jchief adornment -of the
ladies Is a necktie made of black ants.
The native girls find the ants in the
gardens; they bite oft and swallow the
lower, end, throw away the head and
threap the thorax. One .woman, the
bride of a chief, wore anecklace eleven
feet lung, on which were the bodies of
1,800 uuts.

YOU might study this Inscription

for a long while without learning

what it meant. It10 odd, to say

the least, but when Itis stated that It
U a Christmas card it takes on a pe-
culiar value. It is one of the holiday
token* in "points,". issued by a local

newspaper published InEngland.
-
It is

Intended to be read by the sympathe-
tic fingers of the blind, who are educat-
ed to the system of the distinguished
Frenchman. To those who have eyes

and know the value of these points and
dots In the reproduction the message
Is Just as clear, ,


