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SAN FRANCISCO'S PLIGHT

The coming municipal election n San Franclsco Is
Attracting attention in all the big eastern ofties. The
particular inferest in it results from the fact that San
Francisco has been experimenting for nearly four years
with a so-called “labor” administration,

Mayor Schmitz, who was an obscure orchestra leader
At the time of his first election, four years ago, made
a4 grand entry into the executive dMce to the tune of
iabor reform. But in the two years of hig first term he
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GERMANS WHO HELPED
TO MAKE LOS ANGELES

Some of Those Who Came From the Fatherland Were Big
Elements in Her Upbuilding—Farly Lanking ’
by the Sisters of Merey |5
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The Growing
Popularity

And rapidly increasing demand for the
piano during recent years have been too
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The auto-cycle is running the automobile a close race
88 a slayer,

It is Yo be hoped no senate goes with Russia's new
assembly.

The song of the auto cyclist: “More work for the

undertaker!"

Russia gets her assembly. What will she do with it
~~make a congress of it?

‘When Fairbanks tries to out-Witte Witte then’s when
the engineers and conductors will get the “frozen face.”

Thelr strike has failed and a lot of hungry telegra-
phers are looking longingly for jobs. 'T'was ever thus,

The slaughter in the city streets by autos goes un-
checked, while people roar about bullfights. But bulls
cost money.

l

Perhaps the board of health was spurred on by the
nasty smells and the infernal racket the autos and auto
eycles mnkg. They are the limit.

l

It is now up to Teddy to take the disagreeing envoys
by the nape of the neck and bump 'em good and hard.
Then maybe they'll come down to business.

l

Pittsburg has begun to build a $10,000,000 subway
and a censorious newspaper says the chief object is to
give the Pittsburgers whiffs of purer air than they get
outside.

l

The internal troubles of Russia may be regarded as
at the end now. The czar has graciously tendered to his
people a “gosudarstvennaia douma.” No reasonable
people could ask more than that,

The anti-race suicide idea does not seem t{o work
Just right in Rursia. It is said the Russian birth rate is
greater than that of any other country and statistics
show that 79 per cent of the Russians are illiterate.

During the brief lull in automobile accidents re-
sulting from speed mania the motor cycle and the
bicycle are having their innings. The only effective
curative for speed mania is the rock pile or the prison.

l

If President Roosevelt has fully determined to bring
those peace envoys to an agreement there need be no
fear that he will fail. It may be necessary for him to g0
to Portsmouth, however, and take his bear hunting
outfit along.

l

The strike of telegraph operators on the Great
Northern railway is reported as a complete failure. The
similar strike on the Northern Pacific also has ended,
although the operators claim to have galned a part
of their demand. 5

—————

In one of the suburbs of New York an ordinance has
been passed making it a misdemeanor for any person to
keep a crowing rooster or a barking dog that takes les-
sons in volce culture between 10 o'clock at night and 6
in the morning.

I

The competition for rallway traffic in the orange belt
is leading to important improvements and extension of
certain lines. The latest report of this character is to
the effect that the Santa Fe company promises to intro-
duce a motor service on its kite-shaped track,

————

A natural effect of the Owens valley water proposi-
tion is showing already in the stiffening of prices for
building lots in the outlying districts of the city, The
fact s recognized that the water problem has ceaged
1o be a factor in the development of such property.

——————

A report credits the Standard Ofl company with
having obtained control of the gas and electric lighting
business in San Franclsco. If Rockefeljer should deter-
mine to enter the gas field In Los Angeles there would
he no move to reject his money on account of “taint,”

—————

A great political pull s in prospect for Terminal
island and East San Pedro. According to the vote last
Wednesday they are to be annexed to Long Beach, hut
Ban Pedro announces an election aiming to pull them
into that city. Both sultors are preparing for a tug
of war,

—————

The biggest crop in the history of the bean-growing
industry in Ventura county ig expected this year as a
result of the ideal bean weather. There has been no
news as pleasing as that for Boston since the assur-
ance that Spanish warships were not at the port door
in 1898.

only proved his usefulness to designing leaders and it
was to that fact that he owed a reelection,

Mayor Schmitz was elected ag A Labor Union candi-
date and he still is ostensibly a representative of that
organization. What he has accomplished in the way of
redeeming his promises of reform I8 estimated correctly
by a long distance observer, the Washington Post, an
able, candid and independent newspaper. Here is San
Francisco as depicted under the Schmitz administra-
tion by it:

Philadelphia and Chicago in their rottenest days were
beds of roses compared with San Francisco. The police,
fire, health, strest and school departments were sys-
tematically reorganized into machines for yielding revenne
to those in control. Every saloon In the efty—and It Is filled
Wwith them—paid blackmail. Disorderly houses were not only
levied upon, but new hbuses were actually established for
revenue purposes. Every appointive officer in the city gov-
ernment was under the suspiclon of having pajd a per-
centage of his salary to some one “higher up,”’ The stroets
were unswept, the school bulldings were dirty and unsafe,
the sanitaty regulations were relaxed and the city generally
mismanagsd and neglected. The ballot boxes were stuffed
In several Instances by henchmen of the bosses and several
of them were sent to prison. The mayor praced his own
relatives in office without regard to fitness and chargzes of
grafting were constantly made againt them.

The recent primary election in which the Schmitz
boss was beaten is regarded hopefully by eastern ob-
servers, as It 1s by the decent element in San Fran-
clsco, It is assumed that the defeat of Abe Ruef in the
primaries insures the defeat of Schmitz at the polls,

But San Francisco is so thoroughly soaked In politi
cal corruption that no dependence can be placed npan
primary election signs. The upheaval of municipal af-
fairs in Philadelphia inspires hope that San Francisco
is amenable to salvation, but no prudent person would
wager much wealth on the outcome.

REFORM IN LIFE INSURANCE

California pays more than three dollars for every
dollar received in return for life insurance. The figures
for the last year, as shown by tHe recent report of the
state insurance commissioner, are $10,166,656 paid and
$3,121,817 received.

Industrial life insurance figures are not included in
the foregoing. They show a still greater discrepancy,
the aggregate payments being $667,152 and the receipts
$169,933. '

The difference between what California pays for life
insurance and what it receives in return is out of all
reasonable proportion. Presumably the figures vary lit-
tle relatively from those of other states, and hence it
may be assumed that the American public pays three
times as much for iife insurance as it gets back in
mortuary payments. Taking the California figures as a
criterion, the life insurance companies receive a total
of more than $500,000,000 from the people of this
country, returning $150,000,000. For the latter amount
it costs $350,000,000 in the expense account of insur-
ance.

Surely it is high time for decisive action in protect-
ing the people from such manifest injustice. Life insur-
ance appeals more strongly than any other feature of
business for honest and economic management. It rep-
resents the savings of husbands and fathers, <hiefly for
the support of widows and orphans. Every dollar saved
for such a purpose and invested in life insurance should
be 'sacredly returned to the beneficlaries, less neces-
sary expenses and reasonable profit to the insurance
company,

The disclosures in New York concerning lavish
waste of life insurance money has brought this general

subject vividly before the people. The necessity for a

change in the system whereby the insured may recelve
much larger benefit is fully recognized. New plans for
reaching this result already have been formulated, in-
cluding the radical plan of putting the whole business
of Jife insurance under government supervision,

The figures shown herein relative to the life insur-
ance business in California are sufficient alone to de-
mand a radical change of some kind. They point to a
glaring imposition upon the husbands and fathers who
strive to make provision for the comfort of their loved
ones, and a still greater burden upon the dependent
widows and orphans. '

THE SPROUTING OF CRIME

A text for homilies is found by some northern newsg-
papers in a recent murder case. The perpetrators of
the crime are alluded to as “five young men, all belong-
ing to respectable families, who have grown up in a
community that ranks among the most moral in the
state.” And now the sad reflection that “if parents
had kept their boys at home or the police had broken
v their nightly larking, several respectable families
would not be suffering the pangs of misery and dis-
grace, and the lads in the county jail would not he fear-
ing the gallows for committing an atrocious crime.”

No doubt the gregarious nature of boys, leading to
the formation of groups or “gangs,” is largely account-
able for early steps in crime. In all such groups there
are individuals who are farther advanced thah the
average in bad habits, and in such company the better
element in hoyhpod is apt to succumb readily to the
baser kind. Bad company surely is ruinous In its effact
upon the plastic mind of youth. *

The group or gang stage of a boy's evolution is not
the point, however, at which the work of reformation
should begin, At that stage the twig has grownto
such an extent that it is not easily bent. The effort
at reform should begin when it is a mere sprout, easily
shaped in such manner as to insure ultimately a sym-
metrically shaped tree, for it is then that “just as the
twig is bent the tree's inclined,” y

It is within the home circle, long before the ‘gang"”
tendency is apt to develop, that the character of a boy
should be shaped. The time to begin such shaping is
In the period of infancy, when the young mind is most
plastic. As soon as a child is old enough to be observant
it develops a liking for pictures. The first impression
upon its mind counts for something, and when the
time comes for first efforts at reading the character of
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Written for The Herald by Colonel Joseph D, Lynch
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Ever since the American occupation
1,08 Angeles has had a stropg sprink-'
ling of a sturdy German 8tock in its/
population, who have assisted maferial-
Iy in developing the prosperity of Oho!
place, Some of these original settlers
are amongst us now, while thoge who
have gone beyond are represented by
valuable and progressive citizens. The
Gollers, Lichtenbergers, Roeders, Haus
ers and others were right bowers in the
upbuilding of our city, to say noth-
ing of the Hellmans, whose names are |
1t the head of some of the soundest and
most extensive banks of the Pacific
toast,

Amongst the old timers {8 Louis
itoeder, who landed in MNew York from
wrmany In 1851 fifty-four years ago.
te went from New York to 8an Fran-
oigeo In a few yeirs, and was working
1 n wagon maker there in 1858 when
hiis boss received a letter from Los An-
~cles fiom “John Goller to fend him
Roeder's fellow workman, whom o0i-
ler npamed. This artizan wag expecting
his wife from New York and besides,
Aaid not wish to go to the Angel city.
where, he understood, notwithstanding
its beatific name, a ‘'man or two was
rerved up for hreakfast every morn-
ing, which was indeedl the case in those
days. Roeder, having no marital ties,
asked to be gent instead of his fellow,
and got here In time to vote for Bu-
chanan for president. He Is now a hale
and hearty man of 73, and the first
thing he did on settling down was to
subscribe for whatever Democratie pa-
per which was then published here.

Read Herald's Every lssue

It may be of interest as to this
staunch old Democrat to mention the
fact that he subfcribed to The Herald
the first day it appeared and has read
and pald for every issue since, He is
a verification of the aphorism of Solo-
mon that “the industrious man shall
stand before kings,” and {8 spending
the closing years of his life rich and
respected.

John Goller's’ wagon-making and
blacksmithing shop, in those days, rep-
resented a great indpstry for what was
then a frontier town. He was making
wagons for Arizoma and the extensive
region which twas then, and is now,
tributary to Los Angeles. Goller was,
besides, engaged in staging and for-
warding between Wilmington and Los
Angeles, running opposition to the re-
doubtable Gen. Phineas Banning. The
competition in that business was white
hot, and Goller was losing about as
much money in the transportation and
forwarding business as he made in the
wagon and blacksmithing lines. He
accordingly availed himself of an op-
portunity to sell aut his interest in the
‘Wilmington venture to J. M. Griffith,
the well-known lumberman.

The firm of Tomlinson & Griffith, it
is generally supposed, made an ar-
rangement with Banning by which
they could both make money, and, for
Years and years, the rival stages
would dash down Main street, gener-
ally pretty near together, one pulling
up at the Bella Union on the east side
of that thoroughfare and the other at
the Lafayette, on the west side, It
was in those gala days that old John
Reynolds won such a grand reputation
as a veritable Jehu, the son of Nimshi.
The selected broncos of those days
were capable of performing miracles of
speed on a hard pan, which made bet-
ter roads than can be found in Los
Angeles now,

Fine Fellowship

As an instance of the fine fellow feel-
ing which existed amongst these old-
time Germans when Los sAngeles first
begari to be known to the world it may
be well that I should tell a perfectly
true story of a certain transaction bhe-
tween Goller and Yeager, the latter a
forwarder of Yuma, whose name Isi
even today a household word in Arl-i
zona. The merchant of the sun-kissed |
land had got into debt with Goller ln’
the extent of $13,000 and Goller pressed |
for payment. Yeager madé a mighty
effort and landed the amount in Goller's
safe, hanks in these days being un-
known in the Angelle city.. Having ad-
justed the matter the friends adjourned
to the Bella UUnion bar and celebrated
the happy affair with a champagne
“blow out”, and suppe‘ which was of;
course on Goller. The' next morning
they both got up a little the worse for
wear. After several “hairs of the dog,"
ete., ete., Yeager sajd to Goller:

“Look here, John, I have paid you
that $13.000, haven't 1?"

“Sure," replied Goller.

“But I haven't tole you dot it will

A 4
ruin me to pay dot money yoost now,
while your credit is good. 1 wan't you
to lean dot money to me for some
months, und ¥ ean then pay you easy.”

And sure enough the money went
back to Yuma and Goller got it back In
due time and pulled his friend over a
pinch.

There was another money transac.
tion between two German-American
citizens of Los Angeles of that day
One had sent the other some money and
had a note for it. When the time n!
payment came and the money hal
been handed over the two friends were
deliberating as to what to do with the
note, The lencer brightened up at last
und said:

“I'll keep the note, go agh 1 will know
dot der money was paid.”

e Sicters of Meroy Bank

There were no Minks In those days,

I am going to mention a circumstance

that will astound vour readers, If there
were any financlers who discharged
any banking functions who, of all the
world, do you think they were? No less
than the Sisters of Mercy. Sister

Scholastica of pilous memory was in

ment of music,

an art—an art in which he

great an allurement for the

to resist. There Is a growing tendency to dominate the artistic
realm by the aggressions of rampant commercialism.
said regretfully that to many engaged in the industry at the pres-
ent day a plano is an article representing only so many dollars and
cents—these people entirely ignore the artistic side. This not only
lowers the standard of merit, but impedes the growth and develop-

With the maker of a thoroughly high-grade piano his work is

It must be

Is as much absorbed as the
great painter or sculptor is in
his work. To reach the high-
est possible standard should
be the one ruling thought
of his life,

Steinway Pianos

have earned their magnifi-
cent reputation - through a
strict adherence to this dom-
inant principle. Their repu-
fation is an absolute assur-
ance for those wanting the

best and most approved.

great and popular demand for pia
fuly equipped to design, execute

the field to borrow all the money going
it three per cent a month, her notee

carrying thirty days' notice. What
these pious women did with this money,
how they employed it to earn such n

high interest has not come down to us
One thing the people of Los Angeles
do know and are obliged to take cog-
nizance of is that the real estate in-
vestments of the sisterhood have been
mighty sagaclous.

The rates of interest which prevailed
in Los Angeles and all over Southern
California in those times were blood-

curdling. Sister Scholastica was never

They are used on the most notable musical occasions by the most
famous pianists in the world. Steinway & Sons, recognizing the

form and decoration, have organized an art piano case department,

priate to any style and period of design

At our .Show Room are many Stein-
way pianos in a variety of styles

From $550 to $1250

Geo. J. Birkel Co.

345-347 So. Spring Street,

Steinway, Cecilian and
Victor Dealers.

nos in cases of thoroughly artistic

and decorate piano cases appro-

known to fail to come to the center,

principal and interest, in all her nu-
merous deals, As to usury in Southern
California, in a previous paper I have
mentioned Gov. John G. Downey's
mortgage on Carpenter's ranch, the
present site of Los Nietos, which car-
ried ten per cent a month, compound-
ing monthly, which is on record in the
county court house and which may be
seen by anybody who is Interested in
the curiosities of usury. There are said
to have been authenticated instances
in San Diego where Judge Witherbee,
Jim McCoy and others have charged
as high as ten per cent a day—I am
not sure whether or not those weie
cases of compounding daily—on flocks
of sheep or bands of cattle whose own-
ers were enamored of poker or some
other game of chance.
In Roeder's Day

‘When Roeder first came to Los An-
geles he yielded to the delight of lenJ-
ing money on the Nordholt property
on Les Angeles street, Shortly the
borrowers wanted more money, at a
less rate, and Andres Briswalter took
over the mortgage. Roeder was mar-

ried in 1863 and went to live in a sma!l

oxfords—J2Il Reduced. Every remaining pair ofthe Kesselring Stock

broken lines of Summer Footwear
go at 55 Cents on the $1. InDari,

YShoes at 55¢

PR

On the 5!

High Grade Shoes for
men, women and children—
selling at 55 Cents on the
$I. Late Summer
Styles, canvas shoes and

and “‘always in style” goods must
ety as well as in Prices we believe
Shoes to eclipse by far our best

this offering of Good and Dep

previous efforts. Buy Early while assort-
Don’t Forget our Famous

ments are good.
Buckskins—several styles to choose

Le Sage Bros.

433 S. Broadway
Popular
Sloxpoers
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house which was then on the corner of
Main and Fourth street—where the
palatial new home of the Farmers &
Merchants National bank now stands.
Sometime afterwards Mr. O. W. Childs
bought this lot, about 60 féet on Main
street, for §500. Think of it, ye whoso
dreams are distempered by visions of|
real estate gains!

The Gormans of those days not only
contributed an important element to
the industries and business of Los An-
geles, but largely to its amusements as
well, They organized themselves into
a singing society whose first meetings
were at George Lehman's-Rounq
House George's, They next located
themselves in quarters in Don Abel
Stearn’s block in Los Angeles street,
Ag they increased in numbers and
‘neans they built old Turners’ hall on
Spring street, They afterward sold this
building to J. B. Lankershim, who
moved it to Fifth street, near Haz-
ard’s pavilion, where it now stunds.‘
'his structure they replaced by the
handsome Turnverein Germania hall
on Malin street,

Old Saengarbund

The old singing society comprised a
good many muslcians of merit, many
of whem were farced to leave Germany
on account of their llberal opinions.
Often during the week, in the night
time, they would mount the old High
School hill, where the court house now
stands, and would pour out strains of
vocal and instrumeatal music. From
one member or another the proposal to
serénade some citizen would be made

Xerxes. This great achlevement

Field.
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+ August 20 in the World's History

480 B, C.—Battle of Salamis, in Greece, and defeat of the Persians under 4

terles devoted to the solemnities of Bacchus.
1486-The earl of Richmond, afterward Henry VII, halted with his army
at Atherstone two njghts previous to the decisive battle of Bosworth
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occurred on that day of the mys-

and off they would start and raise a
lively fanfaronade.

such as the slight opening of a door
or the raising of a window, they would
sing a second song and again recon-
noiter the pri
was still non-respondent, on the prin-
ciple that the third time
charm, they would try a third bar-
carole, and if that proved without re-
sults they would go home in disgust
or try some more hospitable citizen,

ever, that generally some inkling of the
coming visitation had got abroad and
that one or more kegs of old Father
Henne's excellent beer had been laid
in and that
joy be unconfined,"”
watchword until the “wee, sma’' hours
ayant the twal"”
German Singing soclety and the Native
Californians with their mandolins and
| guitars, Los Angeles was a merry place
in those days.

real A’nericunlmt!on of Los Angeles
falrly “set in!
of Mother
placed by the bank of Downey & Hay-
ward, which was a sort of pawnbrok-
ing affair; and which was replaced by
the Farmers & Merchants bank, or-
ganized by John (. Downey and L W,
Hellman,
the staunch German stock to which we
have mainly devoted this paper and
who carried the bank to great helghts
of popularity and prosperity, The Tem-
ple & Workman bank was also a
[ | feature of this decade.
[ | men
érty between
in the state at that time,
ranches owned by them was almost as
long as a litany, besides any amount
of finely improved city real estate. The
Merced, the San Felipe Lugo, the Pu-

If no sign of life within was shown,

hold

If the h

was the

It might be safely assumed, how-

let
the

“on with the dance,
would be

What between the

New Bankers
With the opening of the sixties the

The primitive banking
Scholastica was soon re-

The latter was a scion of

The gentle-
it had more prop-
than anybody
The list of

who owned
them

erty. I think I would feel safer with
them."” ’

The shrewd German-American was
mistaken. Much as the enormous
property interests of Temple & Work~
man impressed him, as reflected in his
counsel to the stranger who had
money to deposit, his affiliation with
his fellow countryman, Hellman led
him to do his own banking with him.
and his money was safe in the dark-
ling time. P

With all its buttresses galore, of
the finest lands of Southern Califor-
nia, the great bank of Temple &
Workman turned out a broken reed as
compared with the bank of Mother
Scholastica,
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The Pecullar Waliter

Richard Johnson, the famous Scot=

tish checker
America,

“I will even praise,” said Mr. Jordan,
‘“the independence of the Amerlcan
waiter. In Hurope the waliter is obse~
quious, not out of any real respect hﬁ
you, but because, without his h
critical humility, he would starve to
death, Here in America there is no
need for any strong man to starve to
death, and the waiter need not be an
obsequious and fawning hypocrite,”

Mr. Jordan smiled. (AT

“I meet the most peculiar waiters,"
he sald. “The other day I said to one: A

‘“ ‘Waiter, is this pork chop or a mut-
ton chop?' \ ¢

“‘Can't you tell by the taste? the
walter asked, Y

*‘No," 1 answered.,

“ ‘Well, then,' sald the walter, "ﬁ
difference does it make which it {§?* *

———==we—m

player, was pralsing

the matter within the youngster's reach counts for still 648—Battle of Lens. The French, under Conde, defeated the Spaniards : and other ranches comprising " o
The Chinese boycott is charged in part to wy | more. Vs andnlnllperlclu‘lu. : :h“:" T s Every Womu\
Ting Fang, former minister to the United States. But Yellow newspapers and hooks of improper or sen- 1680—William , the famous witness in the Titus Oates plot, a}‘llo(; lands, were behind these gentlemen, el
perhaps Wu {s merely glving his countrymen the henefir | ®ational character fit the mind of a boy for the stage lss‘h—‘:gmm o o """“:‘:Wd‘n‘: :‘;:Qm“;%:" g;::-ylvnnla, waie To all appearances they were Im- ﬂb::ldA have .l
o5 fhis particular branch of Occidental civilisation that | When the ‘gang” s alluring to him. Keep trom his sight | § 1,0, 0" (ARED WO b a0 SREONEC 1O RO NN L ol &1 Drecnaie and sorrow could mot come Wo will help
he becamo acquainted with during his sojourn in the | the berniclous lterature t akes immorality and (¥ 1794—Baitle of Miami, Ohio, between the United States troops under 3| thelr way. Louis Roeder, who had yOu siart Bad
General Wayne and the British and the Indlans. The latter were &|had some pfofitable dealings with an

United States.

crime seem attractive, and he curb the inclination

for evil association and its baneful influence, easterner, who had some large sums

defeated and driven out of the United States,

1804—An interest

petition was prepared by the citizens of Loulsiana

- Now comes the report that H, E. Huntington has e G s et 0 ‘ongress for admittance to the Union %
come into possession of the San Bernardino Valley Los Angeles is beginning to follow the example set ?ndb:ugt‘l.l.:: tlm:: -?iotho rll'itln"l":. privi of citizens. ;zr :‘: b‘n:,. .w”u u'."...”:,’:ﬁ"mivf::a
company’s property, which embraces ahout | by New York and other blg eastern cities in the in- |% 1847—The Mexican works at | b B4 Gy of Manlog, ware h‘l.t'nul!“thﬂl:
miles of electric rallway connecting Redlands, | corporation ®f realty companies with large capital, the uuf.'mmu:‘. t nﬁ;‘g r in collision on Brie with the “Well, there's the Farmers & Mer-~
on, Ban Bernardino, Highland, ete. If that deal has burgh and hw-w.‘*wm chants bank. That i run by good
< /bash made it & Huntington electric system cov- : @ e ("“”““.w ;mn.wm
A ] § 4 . [ Y

of money to deposit, when asked which
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