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and the
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disagreeable intruder was in
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| firing at the ammal and to arovse these in

{no harm from the steam

Continued Prom Last Sunday It was well that Val .ﬂm\;ghl of rousing

UT T do not mind him,” replied Fred,
with a Jaugh, “and after we are
under way you can rest assured that
1 shall stay with Arthur in the en-
gimeroom.” 3
While this conversation was going
on, Doctor Burroughs had been making s ar-
rangements with the Indians for the purchase
of the feather-work, and, when it had come to
& satisfactory conclusion, Val and Fred were| Tha yorore of his rifie, however, brought the
called 1o sec that it was stowed away in the occupants of the tente out very quickly. and,
wabin, for, as they were going to the schoon®r, | seeing such a force opposed to him, the jaguar
the articles were 1o he sent by them, in (-rdcri | ;l:mk“dn“—:y i‘m.; the woods, ?l"‘ﬂmﬂ." un-
.o ave p = O of | TN - of by s 2 o
;Gme ®aid, “to have the things out of | ham aﬂn'\hi‘n‘: shower of bullets that were

gy - It was some minutes before those on the
When the bors went on board the yacht, shore could understand whether the jaguar

the jaguar dashed against the front of his they had seen slinking off into the bushes had
cage as if he would foree his way through it, | swam across the river, or whether it was the
and both Val and Fred felt that it would be ) gne they had gioapencd 1o adil e e menige-
# great relief to them when they had landed | rie collection on the schooner.
him safely on board the North Ster. | Vil sosn inlompd thetn. however. fhat The
Pred and Val slept in the cabin, and Ar-|
thur Fowler in the engineroom, as usual
the two former felt a trifie more
wafe because they were at a greater distance
from the jaguar than the engimeer, but. if
they did, they made no remark, although they
moticed that Arthur closed the door leading
, vegardless of the free circula

Despite the heat and the passenger forward,
all hands slept soundly that might, for they
were thoroughly tired, and no one awakened
umtil the report of a gun from the shore

t them out of their hammocks instanty. | hot vapor that had filled the cabin, and t

on any one whom he met from sheer savage-

ness.
The mark presented by the jagmar as he
swam through the water in the gray light of

| sion, he did not succeed in hitting the beast.

1o see what damage had been done.

¥t was found that the jaguar had litesally
sprung his marrow cage apart, probably by
arching his back like a cat, but that the re-

caged

leaped into the water,
done. Protected by his nest, Tmy Tim had

For a moment the boys thought an attack from the shore, as well as those on
had been made on th ecamp by the In | breathed more freely when they learned how
but, a= they rushed on deck, they hex | trifling had been the mischief.

s voice shouting: ou

- d bett ,
there mn‘zhn Midget! It's three! breakfast e D e e et Somr

. MORRILS.

there was a crashing of glass, a heavy <|-|;u~l':),l black he
the

In an instant Fowler was inboard, and had |
| turned off the steam. Val had run into the|
| cabin to get his gun for the double purpose of |

the camp, and Fred had rushed toward Tiny|
| Tim’s mest, to make sure that he had suffered |

those in the camp, otherwise some serious dam- |
age might have been done, for the animal was!
in that condition of rage and pain from the|
burns that he would have made an attack up-| =

| the morning was anything but a good one, and, | fever that will put an end to our trapping if
{ although \'al fired three times in rapid succes- | we don’t get out of this pretty =oon.”

i

1

animal was the identical one he had been or-| tions for the chase by overhauling the finest
dered to carry down the river, and (George meshed nete, preparing a sort of punch, such
and Doctor Burroughs at once came on board 'as Val had seen used in Africa with marked

|

mainder of the prisoners were still securely | WeTe also getting ready for the hunt, and

Save for the window the animal had | Val began to buckle on his cartridge belt and
broken when, scalded by the steam, he had | to lace his leggings more tightly about his an-
no damage had been | kles.

experienced mo bad effects from the deluge of | g

0%€ | as if he was greatly surprised that his son
rd, | ghould even have thought of such a thing.

. out s t mow,” said Doctor Burmuﬁ s, as he!
o'dlock, and by the time you get steam up st | stepped into the boat again, “for there is no
will be light enough for you to see your Way | necessity of you going to the North Star, now |
down the river!” | that the jaguar has ecscaped. We can Ccarry

“AN right!” replied Val. “Well be off di

yectly and you may expect to =ee us back by | Jead for the long boat.”

ten o b - | "“f“f'all_ run down as well as not, sir,” re-
“Do your best, lads. but don’t take any| plied Val. just a trifle disappointed because he
risks for the sake of making fast time. was not to have the opportunity of showing

“We will be carcful.” promised Val.
And then he went mto the cabin to make
toilet, just as he heard Arthur opening
hfm‘- 'ﬂdoard.ﬂ o Sl sud s D lhﬂima? number of specimens we have got
yet as k as > e lan-| on board.

terns werc ted both in the cabin and the! our way up the river in balf an hour.”
engineroom, but they did but little toward| On shore the boys 'v\u-m. :s a ‘l'r‘\-:lﬂc‘r of
the gh;'o!‘!‘l.k a Sk course, after the decision was announced. and
we sha' ready as soom as ¥
light,
Jocker

waid Val, as he groped around on the

for his hat. |

“I'm not ol: sure of that,” differed Arthur.

“Ji wou will look out of the starboar] win-|

wvou will see the g: streaks in the sk)”.‘.

be daybreak inll ftha‘::dten m!:x:u-s were

v ight, for before ti eam |

engineer was rig o B the

ﬂ-.xlhtlunmmm-&

! what the Midget could do.
“There is no n for it, and it would sim-

L

camp equipage was cked up and put on
board the yacht, ready for a continuation of
the journey.

At six o'clock every one was on board the
goods that had been used on shore

head the moment Captain
had the anchor apeak.

a
-0 > For three hours the yacht stea uj e«
:ﬂ al had storted forward with Fred icer withont ing with any signs o'z‘ }}!
to ve cable short, as the first wep cave the slnT‘amy-mm-inz alligators in the wa-
E‘h wnder - RN | ter -:hd 1_}:; irds “ﬁ“ flitted from branch to
engine T0OM, | hranch wi o 1
- T‘;hm your e Besaed rom | fha s mkg‘:'( at had in them very little
followed by the of ‘:mqi' At the end of that time, and just when Val| .
of birds. Then perfect &i-| yac asking his father bow much further he in-|}

reigned for an instant, while the three
:alq-'&)_r at each other in affright,
m:dnmndn;‘oflhawbody
from the cockpit to the hurricane deck. a

jaguar!” exclaimed the officers of the .:::
anding almost ax if paralyzed with | The s
before one of them had time to make
were heard on the deck

tended to run, the Midget stopped with a
shock that threw every one from his feet, and

of the river.

The engine was at once reversed, snd Cap-
tain Thompson called every one aft, in order
| that by bearing the stern down the bow might
be raised. but still it was impossible to move

it

‘move footstens
%&u a thud&:!mmmtm the animal | or from the bank.
on to u: - “It’s mo wee,” maid Captain Tk , aft
m-_ q& m?‘-hmd Val, ae hel 1o)f an hour had been spent i Goying alter-

i

leading to the Qh-l mnately to push l)l::,\'arht of by the means of
. . { ours used as poles, and by reversing the en-
veach it there was 2| gine “She won't float until we lighten her,

Ry mam, haf ea | and the best thing we can do is to set up the

. Dar, WNE _EVEE! tents on shore, taking everything from the
b ‘J-r his "’!:,:1 vacht that we can.” 5l ’
m{".m ®@e] Pverr one saw that it would be nseless to at-

" AR the| tempt to ﬂn;t the Midget &s!;‘ho_\- \’mmgu-n
cabin, and for them to| Norxing. snd Doctor VRS Jve e 1
. ! that the party make a landing. Val, Fred and
iy be to bring the .\rthur""ﬂ'e to remain on boa\!rd to try to ﬂ:\at
the yacht as soon ae the beaviest articles were
taken on shore.

Jt was by no means an unpleasant place at
which the_rh'had ]hrcn !’t;tnﬁ to mav;xp. .lu-‘ll
o] ite where the yacht was aground a sma
m in the forest afforded a good camping

ce, and nearby a tiny stream trickled down
mts the river, wing that the cooks would
not have far Q‘o n":‘?rin;;na-' r;'u-r.

w of unl e Midget was >

ily slow, and by the time the last -rt'::";c
Joaded into the long boat it was noon.

owler had tried the ines, but, as they

were powerdess to move the boat from the

mand bank, Captain Thompson shouted from
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“You bad better have the firee banked, Val,
and give over trying to move her mmtil it is
cooler! Drop vonur anchor, in case she shonld
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CHAPTER XXV
A NOVEL WEAPON OF DEFEASE

was
Fo

float after you leave her, and come on shore!”
The a was sccordingly drog , the
fires banked and in the long-boat all three of

the boys went on shore!™

A= wnal. Fred had an adventure when he
landed, hut this time it was nothing more than
the finding of a very beantiful and harmles

snake. He .cﬂnTu' his hammock 1
suit him, ‘:-.o- nndn-g:be hv:‘,:‘po
he uncovered a little reptile, with a red and

{duties of steamboat captains, 1 should con-

ply be 2 waste of time to make a trip with °

Come on shore. and we will be on}

as soon ac breakfast had been served, the.

|

]

{
|

{others would probably
time in the

icomes that it 1s to be done, we have got to
do something else.”

|

‘lbﬁ\, heeling over slightly, lay hard and fud
in what appeared to be the very,?™®

1

i

the birds and the armadilos until we get lin his father in astonishment.

{sand bank, and there was nothin,
her oﬁg

have been thinking that I should see them
catch monkey

got to stay; so we might as well make the

and with alternate bars of black
and rose r down to the tail. X

Doctor Burroughs immediately captured it
and popped it into one of the jars of aleohol
as a valuable addition to his collection.

After a light lunch had been partaken of—
and it was =0 warm that no one cared for very
much to eat ~they all took a eiesta in the
hammocke.

“There’s one thing certain,” said old George,
as he tried to catch a wasp that had found its
way shrough a rent in the canopy of his ham-
mock. “If this kind of weather continues, we
shall give Swazey a chance to get to Para

han he bargained for.”

asked Val

“Can't you stand the

“It ain’t the heat, lad, for I can stand as
much of that as anybody else can, but it’s the

CHAPTER XXVL
A MARMOSET HUNT.

HE siesta had lasted two hours, when
the boys were awakened by an un-
usual stir and confusion in the
camp, which was caused by the re-
port made by the Indians that a
number of marmosets, similar to

Tiny Tim, had been seen in the vicinity.

The hunters were already making prepara-

success in the capture of monkeys, and looking
to their arms and ammunition.
doctor Burroughs and Captain  Thompson

“It isn’t possible that you think of going
ith us—ie 1t, Val?” asked Doctor Burroughs,

“Why not, sir? 1 see that you and the cap-
tain are going.”

“That is true; but we have no duties that
ige us to remain near the river.”
‘I wasn't aware that you had given me any
rticnlar work to do, sir,” said Val, looking

“Have you forgotten so quickly that you are
the captain of the Midget? Your craft is
aground, and from what little I know of the

clude that it must be necessary for you to get
our craft out of a dangerous position before
vou could leave her.”
“I hadn’t thought of that, sir,” replied Val,
roefully.

And for the first time since he had been
the owner of the Midget, he looked at her in
the light of an incumbrance.

Every officer of the yacht was eager to join
in the hunt for marmosets, for Val had often
told stories of his monkey hunt in Africa,
and they were desirous of seeing something
similar. But there was the yacht fast on the
for them
while the
e having a glorious

to do except to try te

=,
“It’s too bad!” said Fred, disconsolately.
Ever since we started from New York, 1
and now,

when the time

“There’s no use in_feeling so badly about
it since we ean't help ourselves,” rejoined
al, philosophically. “We are here and we've

best of it by commencing work. Even if they |
going out to eatch monkeys, that is no |
proof that they will get any; for, if you re-
member, we have been on_one such hunt since
we have heen here, and the only monkeys we
bronght back were ourselves.”

1t Ar‘gﬁ:r Fowler was d’i'
being a to accompany the
determined not to show it. He was loadin;
into the long-boat a quantity of half-dry w.
the Indians had cut before they discovered
the marmosets, and paying no attention to the
bustle and confusion of departure as made by
the hunting party.

Val and Fred, howover, waited until the
last man had disappeared among the trecs be-
fore they set about their work, and then,
just when they thought the hunting party
m" out of hearmg, Val heard his father
call:

“Even if you float the yacht before we
come back, remember that the orders are to
remain in the eamp.”

“Aye, aye, sir.”

And Val tried hard to answer cheerily, that
the disappointment in his heart might not be
8] t mn his voice.

“Do ot venture into the woods under any
cireumstances!”  shouted Doctor Burroughs

pointed in not
unters, he was

again. < ;

And this time his voice sounded farther
away in the distance

“We won't leave the yacht, sir!™ cried Val,

n ly.

m then he and Fred helped Arthur push
the long-boat ofi the beach, all three leaning
into her just as the black nose of an alligator
a] 1 close beside them.

mon board the yacht, there was noth-
ing to do but wait until the ineer could
get steam up again, and, while this was being
done, Val and Fred had plenty of time to|
ohserve the position of the stranded t |

working at full speed-
tly sl d nm’
up on to the sandban! nearly one-

k, halé
her keel was on the shoal, in hardly more than
three inches of water

ed as she was, it had resulted in fixing her
more firmly in the sand, while the current
was rapidly making a bank around her.
eve got a good afternoon’s work before
2s,” said Val, “and if get her afloat by dark.
we shall have done a good job.”
_ “How would it do to tow from the stern
in the long-boat, while the engmnes are re-
versed ?”’ asked Fred. 3
‘.‘lt would have been a good idea while the
sailors were here, but now I don’t believe we
could do much, i(un,\ good, although we might
as well try it.”

By this time a full head of steam was on
and the real work began. The engine was re-
versed, but with no other effect than to

throw up the sand at the stern and to wash
it in more firmly around the bows. Any at-
tempts {0 pole her off with the oars were
vite as fruitless, owing to the fact that Tlit-
tle more could be done than to push the im-
provised poles into the sand.

Then Fred's suggestion of trving to tow
her off was tried, but all in vain. The Mid-
get appeared to be firmly fixed upon the hank,
and Val understood that more help would be
needed before the task could be accomplished.

“It'gno use to try any more until the
sailors“come back, when we can have them
in the long-boat.” Then he added, as he
looked at his watch, “Why, it's nearly sun-
sel. Let’s go ashore and start the fire, so
that they can begin to get supper as soon as
they get back.”

The furnace fire was drawn, the steam
lowed to escape slowly, and, aiter the hoiler
had cooled down somewhat, the officers of
the Midget went on shore, leaving their craft
he_},{!mly stranded.

e boys had been so busily engaged upon
their work that they had hardly had time te
think of anything else: but once they were an
shore and the darkness began to gather, the
non-return of the hunters troubled them.

Two fires were built instead of one, and all
three cut wood to keep them blazing ficreely,
s0 that the hunters might be guided by the
light; but the night came, seemingly all the
darker because of the brillianey of the flames,
while nnlhil;g was heard of those who should
have returned some time before.

“It can’t be possible that they are lost in
the woods,” said Arthur, after an unusnally
long silence, during which the fears of each
one gained the ascendency. “‘They ought 1o
be able to find their way out easily
and, even if Geo and bav
they have the Indians there to guide them.

“Something has happened to them. certain-
Iy, or they would have been here before dark.”
said Val, apprehensively. “I don’t know but
that we ought to try to find them.”

“How conld we, in the darkness?” repliesd

. “If we should try it, we should prob-
ably get lost ourselves; and do vou remember
that your father told you not to leave the
camp under any circumstances.”

“Yes, but_that wouldn’t apply
case as this.”

“An order is an order,” said Arthur.
cidedly. “Even if there was any chance that
we could find them, I should say that we
ought to stay here; and since we know that
it would be worse than useless to go into the
woods in the night, there’s nothing else for
us to do.”

Val reflected a few moments.

“We'll set all the lanterns on the yacht”
he said, at length, ““and then, if they have
struck out on the river above or below ue
they will have those to guide them. Art
you see to the fires for an hour, and we
stand regular watches at it. Fred, vou
vour rifle every five minutes, and 1 will
the signal lanterns.”

Val lighted every lamp on the Midget, set
the red and green lanterns on the forward
and after flagstaffs ran two white ones out
of the engine-room window on the blade of
an oar, and so brilliantly illuminated the Jit-
tle craft that she could have been seen sev-
eral miles awt‘{.:«

Meanwhile d discharged his vifle at reg-
ular intervals, and Fowler piled the fires high
with fuel; but nothing was seen or heard of
the hunting party, who should have been i
the river bank at lcast three hours before.

in
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CHAPTER XXVII
A NEW PERIL.

N hour passed and the situation was
unchanged. In order that they
might be able to continue at thei:
work all night, Val relieved Fowler
from the duty of attending to the
fires, and the engineer in turn re-

lieved Fred, whe was thus ailowed an oppor-

tunity for rest.

At the end of the next hour Fred, who had
been asleep, was called to look ount for the
fires; Val took his turn at discharging the
rifles, and Fowler went into the tents for a
nap. In this manner the long, weary hours
of the night passed, and all the labor had
been in vain, €0 far as guiding the hunting
party to the camE was concerned.

The boys had bad no supper on the night
prcv'ious‘.‘ a?d as soi)n as the :ly ({:wri.-d ,,,:.

i the fires useless as signals, Fowler cook-
gde"anﬁuny breakfast, while Fred extinguished
the lanterns on the yacht and Val kept up the

ischarge of musketry. i

“Perhaps they got as far away in the chase
for the marmosets that they couldn’t get back
before dark, and conciuded to camp where
they were rather than take the risk of coming
through the woods in the night,” said Fred,
for at least the twentieth time.

“Yes,” replied Val with I:‘I{h. as he made
the same answer that he had before, “that
must be the way of it, and vet it doesn't seem
ik that either Captain mps=on or faiber
would 8o _far, for neither of them is very
fond of‘l‘:unting."

The efforts that had first been made to float
her had done more barm than good, for, load- |
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