
Scott Berry Is big with promises for
his opera company, soon to open, and
that willadd one more strong attrac-
tion to the amusement world here, i?
half he says Is made good. Really, the
outlook for this winter Is something
splendiferous.

The Week* Bills

Mason— "Checkers.
Belasco

—
"Mlstre«s Nell."

Burbank
—

"Lady Wlndermere's Fan."
Hotehklss

—
"A Craiy Idea."

Orpheum
—

Vaudeville. .
C»rmd

—
"Secrets of the Police."

IFischer's
—

Burlesque.. Chutes
—

Open air attractions.

WITH the' opening of the Mason
theater tomorrow night thnt
puts every playhouse In the

city in the active class; that l», every

one that la finished. Temple auditorium
promises Its opening November 8, and
the rush to finish it Is something re-
markable; but we have never had that

as one of the city's amusement enter-

prises, so the first statement above
still holds good. ;

.The Mason is, despite all that may be
said, a great and Important factor in
the amusement world here, because it
is about the one place where we can
get in touch with the. players who make
things theatrical in the east. Our own
stock . actors and actresses are very

much beloved ofus, and rightly,but we
do like to run up against new persons

now and then. If for nothing more than
to realize how very good our perma-
nent purveyors of amusement are.
.'.Hence the Mason fills a large place
in the. scheme of things, and Its .re-
opening will be more than welcome. It
may be regretted by Borne that a more
suitable Inaugural

'
play .could not have

been secured than this racehorse drama—
whtqh of its kind, however, la very

strongr-but. Los Angeles. this year is so
•Ituated that It must thankfully accept
most anything In the way of a travel-
Ing show and be content therewith, so
one must not cavil.
VAnyhow, it Is not Harry Wyatt's

fault; he certainly has done his part
in -getting' the syndicate to keep Los
Angeles on the map at all. One won-
ders even how he did that, with the
Sfcn Francisco engagements wiped.off.
True, .Los Angeles knows Its own Im-
portance and Its ability to care for the;
best and most expensive productions
going, but you can't ram. that into the
heads of the- money-grubbers who ex-
ploit the. so-cnlled "best shows." Per-
haps that visit from one of them
helped some.
*Be that as it may, however, we nre

to have a start with syndicate shows
at last, and that makes all of us gla<l.
i-Not that we have suffered: doubt-
less Los Angeles Is better oft without
ryndlcate plays than Is any other' city
In the United States. "We really don't
appreciate, our own stock companies to
the fullest point till we see some of the
things that traveling companies foist
upon us. Where, for Instance, could n
better "Shore Acres" have ever boen
produced than was given at the Be-
lasco last week? And that Is only men-
tioning one show, at that.

And, by the way, from all that Is
said, the productions scheduled at the
stock houses in the near future will far
surpass anything 'so far done. Isn't
thnt fine?

HpTCHKISS.-t "A Cr My idea ..
Maurice Hageman's very laughsb'l«
four-act farce comedy, which was post-
poned on* week on account of the

appearance at the Burbank after a two
w«eks*. absence of Misss Mary VanLauren, who will play the leading role. Itv.a sumptuous production of OscarWllaeX;famous comedy drama. "LadyW^ndermere's Fan." which will be theBurb»mk attraction beginning this
jfteKioon. Manager Morosco has been-holding, this clever, play In reserve for]tte pa«t several months, but considersthat no better opportunity could offerUse}/ for Its presentation. On Tuesdayevening the Fraternal Brotherhood willhave -,'a< theater i>arty of several hun-

.djjed -and-on Thursday evening theH«n svolent and Protective Order of, Elk* will be a party numbering almost,om> thousand. Every.Burbank favoritehti« been cast to unusual advantage A

.matinee will be given this afternoon

Coming Attractions
MASON—The playgoers of this city

are to have a peep 'at the much talked
of "Checkers" tomorrow night at the
Mason when the season opens for one
week with a Saturday matinee, and
Judging from the inquiries received .it
the box office since the first announce-
ment of the coming of this play the en-
gagement will be a distinct success.Though much • talked of, "Checkers,"
the story, • contains .no problem. The
strict moralist may find In it here and
there, a slight departure from a severe-ly moral tone. The. dialogue of theplay Is described as crisp and fresh as a
clear morning in January. It will begiven here by a company with Hans
Robert. In the title role, supported by
substantially the same cast seen during
its New York run,' Including ClareArmstrong, Isabelle Parker, Dave Bra-
Kam. Jr., W.T. Clark, Thomas Hunter,
Pauline Eberhard and Wallace Wors-

;i«y.;-,.V,",-.- \u25a0\u25a0 \u25a0
\u25a0

'BELASCO-'-Mlstress Nell." the fa-njous romantic play in which Henrietta
Orosman made one of the greatest suc-cesses In the history of native theatri-cals, willbe the offering of the Belasco
theater stock company this week. The»lay is new to local theater goers and
should prove a fine Belasco bill, espa-

<<jlally as It willafford Amelia Gardnera- capital opportunity to exploit her de-
lightful personality in the title role of;H«'eU Gwynne. The production, accord-
ing to managerial promise, will be one

'.flf exceptional elaborateness, and In
Vftry way willbe a notable acfcleve-Jjjient. jin stock company efforts. Be-
sides Miss Gardner the cast willInclude
liewls S. Stone, Charles Balsar, Richard.arjvian, Howard Scott, William YeranceWenry J. West, Lee M. Beggs, Harry

JBarl. Ernest Glendinning, Margaret
Langham. Marian Berg, Mary Graham,

(Marie Howe and other popular favoritesVm tha Bel&sco organization. Following
j'JMlstresi Nell" the Belasco company
/\u25a0will give Lee Trevor's play, "Brother:Officers." Tuesday night's performance
iolthe piece has been engaged by Roose-.velt camp No. 9, United Spanish War
!.Veterans, for their annual benefit.
;|BURBANK-Today marks the re-

marked success of George B. Howard
an "The Man From Mexico," Is to be
offered' for the coming week beginning
tonight by the Howard-Hamilton
stock, company at the Hotchkißs the*,
ter. The stellar role in this furce al-
lows Mr. Howard splendid opportunl-
ties to furnish bright and sparkling
comedy of the funniest kind. In «n-

guclng the petite and pretty Miss Betty
Jonpon. who,hus made a number of
friends here, us ingenue of his com-
pany,• Manager Hamilton feels that ha
has strengthened its forces consider-
ably. M!ss Jonson will'make her tal-
tiul appearance with the Hotchklsg
players tonight in the character of a
charming actress witha penchant f/>r

HARRYfEARLE—BUFtBANK.

BETTY JONSON—HOTCHKISS.

FAVORITES
OF THE

FOOTLIGHTS
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NOTES BY THE
MATINEE MAN

THE GREAT FINALE IN "CHECKERS," AT THE MASON, OPENING THE SEASON THIB WEEK.

flirting, who causes many amusing
complications to arise between John
Davis (Mr. Howard), a retired banker,
and hla wife, who are all living in the
same house.

ORPHEUM— James Thornton is the
headllner at the Orpheum .for the wec'if
commencing' with tomorrow' evening's
performance. Thornton is a writer of
popular songs and one of the best of
the monologue class. The Four BarJs
are acrobats known not only In the
dexterity and strength which they dis-
play, but as well in their understand-
ing of the dramatic value of their work.
Willie Eckstein is a Canadian lad still
under 10 years of age, who has played
before the greatest pianists of ths
world and won praise from all ther.i.
Carter De Haven and Flora Parkar
willreappear this week in their dalr.ty
singing and :dancing act. The Three
Roses and Adanfln and Taylor will be
heard In new numbers. The Zazell and
Vernon company in their pantlmime,
"The Elopement," will-complete the
bill.

GRAND
—

The Grand opera house
promises a "real" melodrama for the
week commencing with today's mati-
nee. "Secrets of the Police" Is said to
be thrilling,sensational and spectacu-
lar,' and If It sustains the name the
patrons of the Grand may as well pre-
pare to shiver for a week. When the '
Ulrich stock company promises a "real" I
melodrama there should be "something
doing." The four great capitals of the
world—New York, London, Paris and.
St. Petersburg— form the scenic setting
and a secret society of nihilistic ten-
denotes will paint all four of them a
vlv'd carmine. Harrison King will be
a detective, and with• the experience
which he gained in a similar role
earlier In the reason there should be
hard times for the crooked members ofI

The comedy tells a funny story of what
happened to a party of picnickers who
were supposed to spend a day's outing
at the beach. Comedians Onslow and
Rowley, Dick Burton and Misses Annie
Baumann. and Ethel Thornton willhave
the chief musical numbers nnd play the
leading roles. The. well liked Fischer
chorus will have many musical num-
bers and will be handßomely costumed.

Press Agents are Important

y^HAHLES HENRYMELTZER, one
I. of the most picturesque author)-*

ties upon music in the city of

New York, has Just been re-engaged
to.promote publicity for the Conrled
Grand Opera company. Charming Pol-
lock, for several years the head of the
Shuberts' publicity department. Is the
author of the dramatic version of "The
Pit" and of the play "The Little Grey
Lady," as well as being part author of
"Clothes," Grace George's success of
the year. He has Juet resigned. to give
all his time to literary work uncon-
nected with the advancement of knowl-
edge about the Shubprt stars. Willa'rd
Holcomb, who.used to write peans of
praise for Viola Allen, is a playwright
of note and promise. ,

These few-names do not begin to tell
the story of the modern business man-
ager or press agent. The importance
of this personage can be seen when it
is known that only one actor of any
note doed not employ one. This is the
English star, E. S. Wlllard. He adver-
tises upon his letter heads, "No press
agent,1

'
but in his retinue is Elwyn

Barron, a dramatist, whose earlier
work was done in Chicago. Now that
he Is Mr.Wlllard's companion he never
sidesteps a chance to help the English-
man's busi.ies3. And pray what more
could a preds agent do? . '.".'..

Some of the men whose business is

For instance, there is "Col. Bill
Thompson." He is now on the staff of
W. ,A. Brady. He shortly is to go
abroad trf pave the way for the Brndy
tour there of "As YeSow." "Col. Bill"
1b known In every town In the country
where a show ever has been given. He
used to manage his own opera com-
pany. He made an opera out of "Uncle
Tom's Cabin," and it was \u25a0 sung with
some success, too.

'
Bernharit wore out four press agents

during her last American tour. One of
them, a man from Baltimore, wrote a
poem in which he described the man-
ner In which the fierce travel and the
countless one night Btands •wore them
down. One of them, Edward Sullivan,
stayed from start to finish.

Richard Harding Davis* brother,
Charles Belmont Davis, used to be
business manager for the old Weber
and Fields show. ,Anna Marble, who
since has become Mrs. Charming Pol-
lock, was one of the first women press
agents'. ' •'

Ucity achievements know • anything
at allof th» men that engineered them.
Yet la many cnses they are far more
Interesting tluin many of the •actors
whose Interests they nre engaged to
boost. Often they {ret more money
than the actors.'

It is said that Belasco* never had a
contract with any of his big stars, but

relies upon the stronger ties of per-

sonal'friendship to
'

form a., mutual
bond of Interest beWeen them. David
Warfleld, the star of "The Music Mas-
ter," recently related that all he had
from,Belasco at the time he was

-
a

comedian with Weber &Fields was the
manager's verbal promise eventually
to present him in a play, and that he
did 'not see . I.lm again for nearly
eighteen months after their first Inter-
view/ In tho meantime other man-

The opening of the winter seasonal*
presaged by the thorough overhauling,
renovating and repainting which the
Grand opera house has undergone dur-ing the past few days. There wasplaster scattered over everything when
I-tried to get into the green room a
few days ago and Manager Baker hada bigpatch of green paint on one sideof \u25a0 his nose. But when passing the
house yesterday Ilooked in to find that
the new paint and plaster were hard
and dry, and that the manager's nose
had resumed its natural rosy hue.

Josephine Davis, -th« little-lady-who
has been singing "Dearie" to the leader
of the Orpheum orchestra for.the past
two weeks, has shown her business (sa-
gacity by investing In Los Angeles
real estate. Last Tuesday .she was
seen In the company of a prominent
r«al estate agent and Inquiry from him
elicited the fact that Miss Davis had
purchased two valuable lots In a new
subdivision recently placed in.the mar-
ket. Miss Davis acted on her owninitiative, and the real estate, man says
that he has never met a young woman
who showed such excellent Judgment ina matter of this kind. Even stage folk
in a two weeks' stay can see that LosAngeles Is the best Investment going.

Don't say turkey to any of the Be-lasco players; it Is the "Hey," rube"cry of that theater. How'd you liketo eat the great American bird every
night for a week, besides two rhatinees?
And with cranberry sauce, mashed po-
tatoes and mince pies? But they dosay the stage hands found it unneces.
sary to hit the free lunch all last week.

Too bad, this Illness of Flora, Do-rset, Just as we were becoming welland favorably acquainted with her. I
understand she will be off the stage
for' about a week or ten days. Buteven that doesn't daunt the Hotchkiss.
"Fent" Hamilton tells me he has twomore new members, besides Betty Jon-son, who goes on today. No names,
yet; wait. Mistress Betty is Joy enough
for one week. . - . \u25a0..,..,

,Are you not Mr.Blank, whomIwassent to see about the leading role InThe Jungle'?" queried Miss. Mayo.
Indeed I'm not; I'mMr. Blackwoodof Los Angeles,"-was the reply. •

\u25a0

Tableau. . . ' -
And that ended "Jack" Blackwood's

stage career. • -\u25a0•

'
," \u25a0

•
\u25a0 \u0084',

Now, If there is anything that.Black-
wood prides himself on-I don't say
there. ls, mind you, but "If" there is—
Its his shape. So he again begged foran explanation. . . . -

"The lead in The Jungle'; you're toofat." . .;,:.

THIS iVhow nearly "Jack" Black*
wood, of the Belasco, came to
going on the stage. •;

You didn't think he contemplated It?
Neither did he. But let me tell,you:
It was while he. was back east this

summer. He was loafing in ., a man-
ager'a office In Broadway, New York,
when Margaret Mayo entered. 'Miss
Mayo is doing the real work of drama-
tizing "The Jungle," /though the name
of,Sinclair comes first, flhe was plan-
ning her company at that time.. Shehad never met Blackwood, nor had heever seen her theretofore. . But nowshe gave him a very close and carefulInspection, and when she was done shesal*, with Just the slightest sneer:

"You won't do; you're too fat." v
You may Imagine how the Immac.ulate Blackwood felt about that time.He became nn example of confusion.'
"I beg pardon," said he, in hisblnndest voice, "but Iwon't do forwhat?" '.\u25a0'.\u25a0\u25a0\u25a0 •„. •

agers made overtures to star him, but
Kiit'h was I.If) faith 111 Belusco's .word
that 'her declined to entertain the|r
propositions. . In due- time the an-
nouncement was made: '"Wartteld* In
a new play," and it was after that an-
nouncement that the comedian and hlu
future manager met for the second
Itime,

"Popularity." by George • M. Cohan,
in which Thoinan Roes is starring, Is
to ,be temporarily wlthflraSvn to give
the author time. to make some neces-
sary changes in' the piece. .It didn't
liveup to its name, , '

\u25a0 V;
May Yohe, • ex-Lady Hope, 'ex-Mrs.

Bradlee Strong, shortly willappear In
"Mile. Nltouche," an adaptation from
the French In which she acted and sang
in London some years ago. '

To
•
satisfy . the> demand for "The

SquiiwMan" this season a..No. 2 com-
pany, has been-, organized »<n<i .bonked
and 'Will,play, points not to be touched
by the. Faversham organisation.''' Orme
Caldera will play the stellar role in this
company '• \u25a0'• \u25a0 '<\u25a0• \u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0

• '•'. \u25a0; ,".;;'
\u25a0Henry W. Savages- opera company,

now appearing In DeKoven'B "The Stu-
dent King,",wlll.be a permanent',or-
ganization for the production of some
new light opera each season. This' ls
the only prganUatlon of this character
since the Boßtontans disbanded. VT

The decision of the critics about LU-
llon Ruieell's new play. '.'Barbara's
Millions," seemed to be that if there
wore million* \u25a0In the title. tb«re '• were
not In the production. , . .

Henry -W. Savage has two new musi-
cal productions In. preparation. ,One is
entitled "Noah's Ark,"by a new author
not yet disclosed, and the other lslthe
successful comic opera "Die .Lustlge
Witwe" that has been running inBer-
lin,and Vienna for over a year . and
which is declared by foreign critics as
the best work of Its kind 'heard in
Europe during: the past decade, .'.y •
'•Mrs. Flske appeared with success in
Milwaukee in nvr new play, by Lahg-
don Mitchell, "The New York Idea,"
which Is a picture of New York life,
setting forth the troubles of a young
married couple of the smart set. \u25a0 '.' •

Greenroom Qosslp :)
The New York critics unite in praise

of the new. play, "The Great Divide,"
in.which Henry Miller and Miss Mar-
garet Anglln.made :their reappearance
on'Broadway. -This Is a breezy melo-
drama In which the audience Is expect-
ed to exercise their credulity somewhat,
and it might easily .have fallen tint'in
the' hands of, less capable players.' .It
teems. with strong dramatic situations.
and

'
for those 'who enjoy' the higher

form ofold-time melodrama" "The Great
Divide" offers many thrills. \u25a0• \u25a0:..

'

Ada KelKin has decided not to return
•to the stage thlJ season. She Is now
at ;her. cottage in Cumberland; 'on the
short of the Irish |sea, ,and Iplans to
spend the winter in London. • •
-.. Ethel Barryinore's premiere in"Kath-

erlne," the new pluy written for her by
Henry V.Esmond,. Is to take place, in
November. . . ••

,v,

v '

the Ulrlch company between this a-rnl
next fcaturduy night.

. FISCHEn'B-Tunl3ht enis the suc-
iPHsful run of "Our New School" at
KlMi-li<.-r'», and

'
to/norrow night - tUa!

putrotis will Imvt) presented tor their
amusement Fred I*. Griflltht' new
farce-coi-nedy, "Picnicking' at Venice."

to supply the uewßn,ipera and maga-

zines 'with U-3MIH of InforiMiillnn vbuilt
their stars are men of infinite' inge)-
uuiiy. in tin- Chicago Tribune v few
weeks ur«> there wus given a Hit of
some of the. freakish "thin'Sß Out'huve
been accomplish*! in the vv:«y of sectir-
lnjf iiuMU-lty. (inly a liamlful of trie
people who know of any of thote pub*

CARTER DE HAVEN.AND FLORA PARKER— ORPHEUM

AT THE THEATERS


